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lsst aa Set one 
Wasn I confder che GG 
n ee the Author 
of the ** Acebunt of the Voyage in ſearch of 
4+5La-Parouſe;” J eannot, us the Tranflator 
of his work, refiſt the inclination 1 feel, 20 
pay you that tribute of ene to wich 
you have ſo juft 2 claim. Tbe Sciences, 26: 
the improvement of which you baue not: 
only devoted your 


$1 


p—_— 3491 


days, but, in n prüme uf 
4 2 life, 


dat, pon Abe Whole ny ftojodſktion! hay 


not altogeelipowndettrving ufo wie apptoha 
RE | ti 


Hut , S >, 


iv DEDICATION, 


life, facrificed your eaſe and comfort, have 


now to acknowledge'your having been in- 
ſtrumental in affording M. LaBiLLAR=- 
AHF d 


 D1iERE an opportunity of enriching natural 


biſtory withey.defoription af: the ſpecimens 


which he collected during his voyage with 
 A@udfalDEfrgeaborsd IId OIL Ae 


In theſe volumes you will, no doubt, Sir, 


: find mali bſectx weft Hape Before Atracted 


your notice in thgeeourſe ob, your circumna- 


. vigation of the globe; but among the plants 


here deſcribmnyawanilmnectaxich ſeveral of 
new genera and ſpecies, or at leaſt which 
appear not to have hitherto fallen 20S the 


ben eb RRE ftr MW theſe 1 
BFA e £80 Vahl Wolf Englifh 
hetefycal: reader AP ra GgfA: anch tb 
WIEN alk gratacasign tg me tol learn · 


_ that, ny hunihlgilstterop tal! iim this re ſpetctia 


hivelnot barn algquedded with ßuche g and 


proved/adaitbfullpidture of che origin and 


on 


- 


| ; DEDICATION, ' 7 
tion of one, who has ſo fully exemplified 
the truth of Dr. Hawkeſworth's remark in 
his Introduction to Cook's Firſt Voyage: 
It is fortunate for mankind, when wealth 
and ſcience, and a ſtrong inclination to 
66 exert the powers of both for purpoſes of 
public benefit, unite in the ſame perſon.” 


6 


1 have the honour to be, 
With great reſpect, 
5 7 aprons, 
Your moſt obedient, and 


moſt humble ſervant, 


5 N „* 
11 Tax TRANSLATOR. 
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Departure from Breſt. Arrival at Santa Crus, in 
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A ſailor who was juft drowned is reftered to He. 
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We leave Tenerife to proceed to the Cape of Good 


menon in the ſea, ſingularly phoſphoric. —An ex- 
periment which... makes..aue acquainted with the 
ma ordinary cauſe of the phoſphoreſcence of ſea- 
eater Four of... the \Teneriffe hep: tr 
averboard, and for what reaſon. Fai F degrees 
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denden an, elevation of dh mercury in ie da- 
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+ Adis. Several fires. — Natives ſeen on the 
-- beack——One of them ſets fire to the buſhes in 
- feveral places, —We anchor in a very enten 
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© Dangerous fiuation of the Recherche quite cloſe 14 
1 roc W ch flirt this coaſ. He fee the na. 
der y the fen fide I 2 chipelago i the 
northern extremity of Neo Caledonia. —Prodi- 
2 of the reefs. —We gat fight of the 

br e 8 Plans 
Pikes: | 8 5 


— 
—— — 


— — 1 —— — 
— — — - 
- 


— —— 
— 


— 


| x11” g CONTENTS: 


- — — D<-<-wed 


— . Bougainoille's and 


and af Bouka Hund. Dang erouas ſituation of the 


+ Recherche on he fhoals off Bougainville s Iſdund. 


| Intervieto With \the favages | of Bouks Nand. 


ondugſ vf theſe ſavages for nusſe. Their 
diſtone iy. Cunoes of theſe natives.—-We deter- 
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interviews with the inhabitants of the Admiralty © 
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| _ grand's Bay.—The Efptrance %. at the an- 
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I 3 Pagielab inan 16 Ne 
Nas of bei: 
ceaſed to engage the attention of the ouriqus, 
and even ſeemed almoſt to ha vb eſcaped the me- 
mary ol the ne claſibot.readdrs, Mthen, fn 
a japſe of ſever; years, one of the Natoraliſis em- 
| batked o the expedition, recently publiſhed an 
acequnt of it, a correct! and uamutilated-trakſle- 
tion of Which will be found in the following 
ſheets; but, as M. Labillardiere, in his Introduce. 
tien, has not aſſigued any reaſon ſor the tardy 
appearance, of bis work, it may pethaps be not 
altogether unintereſting to Rate hriefly the prin= 
cipal cauſes which haye gccaftoned this delay. 

It with be ſeen towards the end of the EY 
Volume; thit, after the death of Captain uon 
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and of Rear-admiral D*Entrecatcaux, the com- 
mand of the expedition devolved on M. Dauri- 
beau, who had been previouſly appointed Cap- 
tain. of the Eſperance. While the ſhips lay off 
Song en al ty Ogg IAWfucg[s;bf 
the Dutch in the Iſland of Java, an account was 
received there of war having broken out between 


France and Holland. Although the council of - 


Sfhtrabaya at firſt detained the French o 
ſentufoiprocure:Þlloti to carry the H (nts 


 Toadjitbeyd6onmeceiverdoaderifromatic Regeticy? 
of Batabia not only tb admit the-Pronch=Shipe;s 


but to forbiſh -them-andtficitzereay with vn 
neceſſary of whick! they: might ſtancd z Verd. 
The [dyltivtery having at dhib ti mectta de kon 


derable rhvages on bartl moſt of Ubbo genie 
men belonging to ſhe expedition took pl thejeit 
reſidence dn ſhore. H appears, that, thrtednotithelt 


aſter this ſome freſty neus having arrived ſrom 


Europe M. Dayribeauiandthe prine ipal officers s 
came to d reſdlutlon of hoifling the:whitefligzats 


the emblem of their attachment to the old bot 
ndrehical »government! of Frante, and] putting 


themſclws-underthiapioteRtion). of, ths Db 


bugs 88 | 6 | they 


„ kb "TRANSLATOR'S PREFACE, vii 
they cauſed all the officers, naturaliſts, and ſuch 
of the people belonging to the two ſhips as they 
thought would eſpouſe the republican cauſe, to 
be apprehended and thrown into prifon. M. 
Dauribeau at the ſame time ſeized upon all the 
collections of the naturaliſts, and ſoon after pre- 
vailed on the Governor of Samarang to cauſe 
their effects to be ſearched, in order to get poſ- 
ſeſſion of the manuſcripts containing the obſer= | 
vations which they had made during the voyage 
but M. Labillardiere and his friend M. Legrand 
Taved their journals. The officers anfl other per- 
ſons of the republican party were in the ſequel 
_ transferred to the priſons of Batayia, and after a 
long confinement .in the vicinity of that un- | 
healthy ſpot, were exchanged, and ſent to the 
Iſle of France. The Recherche and the Eſpe- 
rance being left without men ſufficient to navi- X 
gate them, an inventory. was taken of their ſur- 
niture, ſtores, &c. by commiſſioners appointed 
on both ſides; and theſe, together with the ſhips, 
were received by the Regency of Batavia to an- 
ſwer the advances made in provifions, and in 

other kinds of fuccour afforded to the officers 
For. Is b and 


Xvili THE TRANSLATOR'S PREFACE. 

and crews ; the Reger cy engaging that the Dutch 
government ſhould account for the ſurplus to the 
King of France. M. Dauribeau died on the 22d 
of Auguſt 1794; and M. Roflel, then firſt lieu- 
tenant of the Recherche, conſequently becoming 
the ſenior officer in command, took into his 
charge Admiral D'Entrecaſteaux's journal, with 
all the charts, plans, drawings, ſpecimens of na- 
tural hiſtory, &c. and early in the year 1795, 
embarked with them for Europe, in the Hoogly, 
a Dutch Eaſt-Indiaman, bound from Batavia to 
Amſterdam. On the gth of June. followihg, 


* 
— 
= 4 . — „ 
2 — o = PA EN YE 2 „ = _ 
G — 8 2 4 - n 
Ate — . 1 . 7 -4Y 2 
8 — ty in, - rn 5 3 2 4 SEE * » 7 + of N 1 = 
= 4 = 1 — . -_ 5 3 J — 
£ > = 0 C4 * = h . ho * 5 — TY 2 4 18 * "_ oy k J * s F 
8 ＋ 2 * 4 5 3 5 # a> ah. * 2 1 " ** - =, 
5 "7 +. „ * . . 2% n Nee _ — K >” & +_ 4 i. * 4 TE... hy 


this and ſeven more Dutch ſhips that were in + 
company with her, were captured off St. Helena 8 
by his Majeſty's ſhip the Sceptre of 64 guns, ® 
commanded by Captain Eſſington, who was 1 I 
bringing home his prizes, when, in conſequence | 3 
of the Hoogly ſpringing a leak, ſhe was ſo near ' N 
ſoundering, as to make it neceſſary to take out 4 jp 


all her people and abandon her; this ſervice was 
executed on the 2d of September, when Cap- 
tain Eſſington ordered her to be ſet on fire. On 
the Sceptre's arrival in England, Captain Effing- | 
ton tranſmitted to the Lords Commiſſioners of 
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the Admiralty ſuch of the journals, charts, plans, 
drawings, and collections in natural hiſtory. be- 
longing to Admiral D'Eantrecaſteaux's expedition, 
as, previous to the capture of the Hoogly, M. 
Roſſel was conveying to Holland, 

On the 12th of March 1786, M. Labillar- 
diere arrived at Paris from the Iſle of France, 
and finding his collection of ſpecimens of na- 
tural hiſtory in the poſſeſſion of the Britiſh go- 
vernment, he urged the perſons exerciſing the 
government of France to claim them; this appli- 
cation being warmly ſeconded by Sir Joſeph 
Banks, they were delivered up -with the moſt 
| ſcrupulous exactneſs, and in a manner that re- 
flects the higheſt honour on the perſons imme- 
diately concerned, and, with all the other Papers, 
charts, plans, &c. tranſmitted to Paris in Au- 
guſt 1796 *, 

A peruſal of M. Labillardiere's narrative will 
afford the moſt ample proof of his being emi- 
nently 
So exact were Miniſters in their compliance with this ap- 
plication, that the Board of Admiralty ordered a Lieutenant of 
the navy to be ſent to Havre in a flag of truce, with the twenty- 
one caſes which cofitained M. Labillardiere's collections, and 


which had preriouſiy been in the care of Sir Joſeph * 
b 2 
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nently qualified for the ſituation to which he was 

appointed : his deſcriptions in natural hiftory 
are at once conciſe and perſpicuous, and be- 
ſpeak the moſt perfect knowledge of the 
ſubject; while that part of his narrative which 
immediately relates to nautical matters, leaves 
the inquiſitive geographer and cautious navi- 
gator nothing to wiſh for, either in reſpect 
to the configuration and extent of the coaſts 
he viſited, or their preciſe latitudes and longi- 
tudes,” the variation of the compaſs, the pre- 
vailing winds, the direction and ſtrength of the 
tides and currents, the fitnation of ſhoals, the 
ſoundings, &c. &c. On each of theſe heads 
enough is faid for the guidance of future navi- 
_ gators, without deſcending to thoſe frequent 
repetitions, which, however neceſſary they may 
be in detailing the geographical poſition of a 
newly-diſcovered land, never fail to tire the 
general reader. Hence it is, that the narratiye 
of a mere ſeaman is commonly filled with a 
ſueceſſion of nautical remarks, penned in the 
monotonons ſtyle of a log-book ; the journal of 
the philoſophic naturaliſt, on the contrary, not 


only abounds with Irely pictures of the moſt 


5 3 intereſting 
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intereſling productions of the creation, but is 
interſperſed with deſcriptions of countries and 
people, manners, cuſtoms, and language; no- 
thing eſcapes his active reſearches ; none of the 
elements long conceal from his penetrating eye 
their diverſified riches ; he explores the inmoſt 
receſſes of Nature, and reveals thoſe beauties 
which lie hidden from the view of an ordinary 
obſerver, ; | 
In the nomenclature of a few particular pla 
I have not. thought myſelf at liberty to depart 
from my original. Thus, what Captain Cook 
and all Engliſh navigators term Van Diemen's 
Land, I have, after M. Labillardière, denomi- 
nated Cape Diemen, But I have ventured to 
amend the orthography adopted by M. Labillar- 
dière in the courſe of other parts of his naviga- 
tion, particularly in the names of the iſlands 
lying to the northward of New Guinea, and 
thence through Pitt's Strait to the Moluccas. 
I have tranſcribed the names of theſe different 
iſlands and places from the voyage of Captain 
| Forreſt, who had more frequent opportunities of 
leatning the names given them by the natives. 
b 3 I think 
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J think it neceſſary to be thus explicit on this 
point, as I am of opinion that the names of all 
coaſts, iflands, bays, &c. given by the naviga- 
tors who firſt diſcovered them ſhould be faith- 
fully preſerved and adhered to, unleſs there is 
a poſſibility of obtaining the name aſſigned to 
them by the natives of the country, n 
ſhould undoubtedly be preferred. 

In regard to longitude, I have alſo followed 
the original, in which it is uniformly reckoned 
from the meridian of Paris, and after paſſing it 
to the eaft, is carried on eaſterly beyond the 
180th degree, and back to the ſame meridian. 
The reader can eafily reduce it to longitude 
from Greenwich, by allowing 20 20” for the dif. 
ference eſtabliſhed between the two meridians. 

In order to ſave the trouble of reference, I 
have prefixed to this volume an Inpex of the 
articles of natural hiſtory, which occur in the 
- work, containing their Linnaan or other ſci- 
entific name, - with the correſponding Engliſh 
or other name by which they are moſt commonly 
known, and likewiſe the pages of the volume 
in which they are mentioned. | 

. 4 Ia 
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In the Malay, Cape Diemen, Friendly Hlands, 
New Caledonia, and Waygiou vocabularies, at 
the end of the ſecond volume, I have adapted 
the orthography as nearly as poſſible to the 
Engliſh pronunciation. en nd 

The main object of M. D'Entrecaſteaux's 
voyage having been to ſearch for La Perouſe, 
I now ſubjoin, for the ſatisfaction of the reader, 
the tranſlation of an extract of the laſt letter 
written by that unfortunate navigator to the 
Marſhal De Caftries, then Miniſter 'of the 
French Marine, in which he ſpecifies the track 
that he intended to follow on his departure from 
New South Wales, in March 1788. 


« Botany Bay, 7th February 1988. 

«I ſhall again make a run to the Friendly 
« Iſlands, and I ſhall ſtrictly perform every 
« thing that has been enjoined me by my in- 
« ſtructions, in regard to the ſouth part of E 
% New Caledonia, Mendana's Iſland of Santa | 
* Cruz, the ſouthern coaſt of Surville's Terre 
e des Arfacides, and the land called by Bou- 
i gainville La Lowifiade, and endeavour - to 
$9) b 4 « aſder · 
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er aſcertain whether this laſt makes a part of 
te New Guinea, or is ſeparated from it, To- 
« wards the end of July 1788, I ſhall paſs be- 
-* tween New Guinea and. New Holland, by a 
« different channel than Endeavour Strait, pro- 
c vided ſuch à one exiſt. During the month 
* of September, and a part of October, I ſhall 
* xifit the Gulf of Carpentaria, and all the 
ee vyeſt coaſt of New Holland, as far as Van 
„ Dicmen's Land; but yet in ſach a manner, 
et that it may be poſſible for me to get to the 
6 northward in time to arrive at the Iſle of 
France in the Wee of Dovember 17886" 


To ratify the impaticace of the — 1 
Mall here, in a few-words, anticipate the reſult 
ol this voyage. When Admiral D' Entrecaſteaux 
touched at the Cape of Good Hope, he received 
diſpatches from M. Saint-Felix, the French 
Commander in Chief on the India ſtation, en- 
clofing him the depoſitions of two French Cap- 
tains of merebantmen, which ſtated that Cap- 
tain Hunter, late of the Syrius frigate, when 
n * the Admiralty lands, in his voyage 

| from 
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from Botany Bay to Batavia in a Dutch veſſel, 
perceived ſeveral canoes containing ſavages, 
ſome of whom appeared to him to be clothed 
in the uniform of the French navy, but with 
| whom, from the contrariety of the winds and 
currents, he could not have any intercourſe. 
Notwithſtanding the improbability of the truth 
of this ſtatement, Admiral D'Entrecaſteaux, with 
a zeal highly honourable to his feelings, did not 
heſitate a ſingle moment; he changed the plan 
of his route, to haſten to the Admiralty Iſlands. 
His ardour not having been crowned with ſuc- 
ceſs, he recommenced his ſearch in the order 
preſcribed by his inſtructions, and completely 
fulfilled them all, by exploring, as far as was in 
his power, thoſe coaſis, iſlands, &c. mentioned | 
by La Perouſe in his laſt letter, without being 
able to obtain the ſmalleſt information, or any 
| thing like a ground for a probable conjecture, 
concerning the fate of a man, whoſe ſkill, per- | 
ſeverance, fortitude, and humanity, have juſily 
entitled him to be placed at the head of thoſe 
pavigators of whom France may well cheriſh a 


proud and grateful remembrance. | 
= 0 INTRO» | 
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Taree years having elapſed, and no tidings 
been received of the two ſhips the Bonſſole and 
the Alrolabe, under the command of LA P- 
nous, the Society of Natural Hiſtory of Paris, 
towards the beginning of the year 1791, awak- 
,ened the attention of the Conſtituent Aſſembly 
reſpecting the fate of that navigator and his com- 
panions in misfortune. 5 

The hope of finding at leaſt ſome wreck of an 
expedition undertaken for the advancement of 


the ſciences, determined the Aſſembly to ſend 


| two other ſhips in the track that theſe navigators 
were to have followed after thetr departure from 


Botany Bay. Some of them might poſſibly have 
eſcaped ſhipwreck, and be ſequeſtered in a deſert 


land, or thrown on coaſts inhabited by ſavage 
| nations ; 


> 
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— verbaps they were yet living in i thoſ 
- diſtant climates, and continually caſting their 
looks towards the ſea, in hopes that their coun- 
try wauld one day fend them the aſſiſtance which 
they had a right to expect. 

The following is the decree that was paſſed on 
this ſubject, on the gth of February 1791: 

* The National Aſſembly, having heard the 
te report of its United Committees of Agricul- 
« ture, of Commerce, and of the er. de- 
te exees, ö 

« That the King bo requeſted to give orders 
e to all ambaſſadors, reſidents, conſuls, and 
« agents of the French nation, at the courts of 
e the different powers, that they do, in the 
e name of humanity, and of the arts and 
gc feiences, engage the reſpective ſovereigns at 
& whoſe courts they reſide, to charge all navi - 
« gators and agents whatſoever, who are ſubject 
e to their control, in whatever part of the globe 
& they may be, but eſpecially in the ſouthern 
« parts of the South Sea, to make every inquiry 
« in their power after the two French frigates 


5 the Bouſſole and che  Afrrolabe, under the com- 
2 mad 
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di mand of M. pz 1a Ptxovss, as well as after 
their crews, and endeavour to obtain every 
information that may aſcertain their exiſtence 
« or their ſhipwreck ; to the end, that, in caſe 
«© M. de la Perouſe and his companions ſhould 
« be found or heard of, no matter in what place, 
« all poſſible aſſiſtance may be rendered them, 
« and means procured them for returning to 
« their country, as well as for enabling them to 
< bring away every thing that may be in their 
« poſſeſſion; the National Aſſembly engaging 
<« to indemnify, and even to reward, according 
« to the importance of the ſeryice, whoever 
«© ſhall afford aſſi ſtance to theſe navigators, ob- 
te tain any information concerning them, or only 
C procure for France the reſtitution of whatever 
« papers and effects may belong or have be- 
40 longed to the expedition in which they were 

« engaged. | 

« That the King be requeſted to direct that 
there be equipped one or more ſhips, on 
„ board of which may be embarked ſome men 
& of ſcience, naturaliſts, and draughtſmen; and 
« that the commanders employed on the expe- 
dition 
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dition be charged with the double miſſion of 
«ſearching after M. de la Perouſe, agreeably to 
«the documents, inftructions, and orders that 
* may be given them, and, at the ſame time, of 
«making inquiries. relative to the ſciences and 
to commerce, taking every meaſure, independ- 
& ently of the ſearch after M. de la Perouſe, or 
« even after having met with him or procured 
s intelligence of him, to render this expedition 
* uſeful to navigation, to commerce, and-to the 
+ arts and ſciences.” 

Compared with the original, 6 1 us the 
Preſident and Secretaries of the Na- 
tional Aſſembly. At Paris, this 24th 
of February 1791. 

(Signed) Douronr, Preſident, 


LioxE, 8 
Secretaries. 
| D * 


— 


From my carlieft youth I had applied myſelf 
to the ſtudy of natural hiftory : convinced that it 
is in the great book of Nature that her produc- 


tions ſhould be ſtudied, and a juſt idea formed 
Wind of 
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of her phenomena, no ſooner had I finiſhed my 
medical education, than I made a Journey to- 
England. This journey was ſoon followed 'by 
another to the Alps, where the ſoil affords a pro- 
digious variety of ſpecimens, owing to the dif- 
ference of the temperature of thoſe lofty moun- 
tains. 

I afterwards viſited part of Afia Minor, where 
I refided two years, in order to diſcover there the 
plants, of which the Greek and Arabic phy- 
* ficians-have left us very imperfect deſcriptions : 
of theſe 1 had the catisfation of bringing home 
ſome very fine collections. | 

I had not been long returned from theſe laſt 
travels, when the National Aſſembly gave orders 
for the equipment of two ſhips, for the purpoſe 
of endeavouring to ſave at leaſt a part of the 
wreck of the expedition commanded OF La 
Peroyſe. 

It was an honour to be of the number of thoſe 
who were to make every poſſible ſearch in order 
to reſiore to their country. men to whom the 
owed ſo much. ; 

In other reſpects this voyage © held out many 

temptations 
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temptations to a naturalift. New countries were 
to enrieh our knowledge with new productions, 
which could not fail to contribute to the ** 
vancement of the arts and ſciences. | 
My fondneſs for travelling had till now been 
continually increaſing, and three months failing 
in the Mediterranean when I went to Aſia Mi- 
nor, had ſerved me as a trial for a long voyage. 
Accordingly I eagerly embraced this mag 
of going to viſit the South Seas. 

* If the gratification of this paſſion for ſtudy is 
dearly purchaſed, the variegated productions of 
a new country amply counterbalance all the 
hardſhips inſeparable from long voyages: 

- I was choſen by the government to embark, 
as à naturaliſt, on the voyage of which I ani 
now going to give an account. 

My journal, which was kept with care cy 
the voyage, contained a great many nautical obſer* 
vations ; yet it is incumbent on me to declare, 
that this part would have been very incomplete, 
but for the regular days works furniſhed me by 

| Citizen Legrand, one of the ben * belonging 
to o the * | 


1 I ſeize 
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J ſeize « this opportunity to expreſs my gratitude 
| to that ſkilful ſeaman, whoſe loſs we . n wy 

8 in the preſent war. 8 
When I quitted Batavia to repair to the Ille 
or France, Citizen Piron, draughtſman of the 
- expedition, begged me to nar uy duplicates of 

the drawings of the 'dreffes and 'of the views 
which he had taken in the coutſe of the voyage. 

I will venture to ſay, that theſe drawings are a 
| firiking repreſentation of the originals. 

I have endeavoured to relate, in the "moſt 
exact manner, the fads of which I was an eye- 
witneſs during this fatiguing voyage, throwgh 
ſeas ſtrewn with fhoals, and in the midſt of ſa- 
vages, againſt whom it was neceſſary for * be 
conſtantly on our guard. 

Admiral D' Entrecaſleaux was es to the 
command of the expedition. This officer ap- 
plicd to government for two ſtore- ſhips of about 
five hundred tons burden; they were ſheathed 
with wood, and their bottom was then filled 

with nails. The Admiral was indifferent at 
*their lofing in point of ſpeed, in hopes, of 
giving an additional degree of ſolidity to their 

e 8 
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and thai they have, be- 


. (fides, the advantage, in ſailing - Theſe two ſhips 

oF : received names, analogous ſto the object of the un- 
dertaking. That in which Admiral D'Entrecaſ- 
ASX —— was called La Heclierclie, and the 
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Renard, Surgeon, 
Huciithe Boidetiot, 


ali 


Surgean' 7 


oο Cl. einb . 
— 
Beritand, Iron. 
Ladillardière, Natemit. 7 


Deſchamps, _ 
Nara 


5 12 


Lois Ven 
doing the duty: of Chiplain 


utems Beaupre Geogra- 
„ be LRU? 


Pumerite, Polunteer. 


* FO 


' Lahaie, Gardener. | 


Warrant 
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W: arr unt 8 Offi: r. 
Goulvain, Boatfeuaim. 
Joſeptr Gourbel, Wee s 


firft Ma te. 
Olivier Chaouen, Prat 
Mate. 


Thomas le Gal, ditto 

Michel Call, Quarter- 
maſter. 

Frangois perla, ditto, 

Jean-Marie Tünguy, Arto. 

Francois Gourneuf, ditte. 


EY 


-Cunmers and Marines, \ 
Jacques Devers, Gunner. 
Nicolas Raſton, Gumer s Mate. 
Jean-Baptiſte Ferbus, * Maffer\ 
. Ares e 
Jean-Baptiſte Croiſe, Serfeaint. l 


Laufent'Jacot,' Corporal” * | 


Michel Ferry, ditto. 
Benoit Dupont, Marine. 
Silveſtre Bourdenet, ditto. 
Laurent Hichon, %. 
Jean-Louis Ferron, aim 
Louis Deſchamps'ditto, Treat 
Jean-Baptiſte Guy, Al. 


Simon Bonnot, dos. | 
Antoine Tournois, . | 


Edme-Come Dauviſſat, ditto. 


\ 


ENTITY 


Carpenters. 


— 


Louis Gargan, Carpenter. 
Antoine Chaffener, Carpenter's 
Mate. | 

Olivier Troadec, ditto, crew. 


F — c 0 f 


Allain TR Cauller. 


Jean Ropats, Aſclant. 


Salla ler To 7 


Francois Saliot, . 


Jean Joſeph Laſtenec, Sail-; 
mater . Mate. 


2 0 


Fina. a 
Joſeph Raoul, Fi Pilot, . | 
\Pierre-Gujllaume, Giequel, 
Second Pilot, made Enſei ee 
the 6th February 1793. 
Ange Raoul, Allan, Pilot. 


—— 


a4 


Jean: Morvan. -N 


| [Pierre Legagneur. 
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Louis Leblanc. | | Novices. 
omar] oteph Ferrer, Fabien nn 
Mathurin Leon. 
Th 'Frangois Germain Mari For- 
Sanſon Philipe. U. 
Pierre-Louis Nicole. 
Jean-Jacques Moulin. Vincent-Rolan Marjeat, 
Louis · Barthelemy Daulioules. | Boys. 
Antoine-Pierre Lebugle. | ©; briel Abalen. 
Frangdis Lebert. rr 
Marie Lebe ven. 2 nh 
e Jezequel. 7 Jacques-Henri Lambert. 
Guillaume Lecail. Charles-Frangais-Hypolite 
' Frangois Grezel. _ Deſlace. | 
Francois Hoon. * , | q : l 
Antoine Kleveau. N es on rh De- 
+ Pierre-Antoine Lelard. OL ads ET 
Joſeph Willemin. Louis Girardin, Purſer. 
Joſeph-Marie Gallo. Jean Leroy, Cooper. 
Frangvis-Louls Lahot. © Francois Lebrun, Ship's c 
Iaeguet No j.. | Jean Herve, ein. 
Pieres iche. feen er 
Jean-Marie Guiquiou. —_— wii c 71 l 
Joſeph-Marie Troeme. Ly STING 
Thomas Roujeux. N rn. 
jean Legal. I Vilenenre. 
| Yves Legallou. — Denard. 
Mathurin-Pierre Dupont. Pierre Brouſle. 
Vincent Henry. _ | Joſeph Jourdain, 
| Ren6-Joſeph Maurice. Joteps Jure. 
Jacques-Franibis Bube. e. 
Pierre-Gaſpar Saint-Andre, -'| 09s Terran. 
* "POL ks Jean Martineau, | 


The Britiſh navy not affordiog any rank correſponding to that 
of Sous-liewtenant, * ue thoſe titles are neceſhrily 
preſerved. T. ; on 


Commiſſioned Officers. 
Huon Kermadec, Captain. 
Trobiant, Lieutenant. 
Laſſeny, ditto, 

Lagrandidre, ditte. 

Luſangay, ditto, 

Lamotte Duportail, Sous- 
lieutenant. 

Legrand, En/cigne. 

Laignel, ditto. 

Jurien, Volunteer. 

Boyne, Midſhipman. 

Jouannet, Surgeon, 

Gauffre, Surgeons Mate. 

Pierſon, Aftronomer, doing 
the duty of Chaplain, 

Blavier, itte. 

Jouvency, Geographical En- 
gineer. 

Ely, Draught/man, 


Warrant Officers. 


Tonnere, Boat/wain. 1 
Manach, Boatſwain's firft 
Mate. | 
Dubois, Boatfvain's Mate. 
Guivarch, ditto, 
Pelonet, Quarter-mafter. 
Deſert, ditto, 
Bethany, ditto, 


| 
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ON BOARD OF THE ESPERANCE. 


Gunners and Marines, 


Guyard, Gunner. 
Aubin, Gunzer's Mate. 
Sullerot, Aant. 
Zeler, Serjeant. 
Coulaux, ditto. 
Guilloux, Corporal. 
Valentin, ditto. 
Antoine, Marine. 
Couillez, ditto. 
Schmit, ditto. 
Guy, ditto. 

Fort, ditto. 
Boucher, ditto. 
Mercier, ditto. 


Carpenters. 


Jouanot, Carpenter. 
Ralond, Carpenter's Mate. 


Caulkers. 


Bizien, Caulker. | 
| Sanſcceur, A/iftant. 


Sailmakers. 
Stephany, Sailmaker, 


g 


| Leguel, Soilmater's Mate. 


P ilots. 
Rault, Firſt Pilot. 
Lucas, Second Pilot. 


| Ledanſeur, A/ifant Pilot, 


Pond, ditto. 


Heurtaut, Coafting Pilot. 


3 Armoureri. 
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Armourers. 

Martin Henry. 

„ 
Smith, 

Gregoire Annet. 
Sailors. 

Guerin, 

Lacroix. 

Caron. 

J. Legoff. 

Riou. 

Hubert. 

Kos. 

Cachu. 

Kauguiader, 

Blaiſe. 

Lefebre. 

Diveres. 

Lapanouſe. 

Savin. 

Villemer. 

F orget. 

Bellec. 

Merdy. 

Mahot. 

Briant. 

Laverge. 

Defienne. 

Kouas. 

Bouree, 

S. Legoff. 

Duboſc. 
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Fleuriau, Purſer. 
Coutray, Cooper. 
Leroy, Ship's Cook. 
Adam. Oy 
| Peigne, Baker. 


Ladroux. 
Beſcon. 
Niſeaux. 
I Leprat. | 
|  Gigouſeaux, | 
: | Lecorps. 
Jacob. 
| Sonffes. 
Toullec. 
18 
22 Boys. | 
| Guymar. —_ 
Aiexandre Andre. | 
| Pihan. 
J. Legoff. 
Frangois Andre. 
Purſer, and People in his De». 
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It is painful to add, that out of two hundred 
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France; but it muſt be obſerved, that we had 
loſt very few people in the courſe of the voyage, 
and that this frightful mortality was owing ſolely | 
to our long ſtay in the Iſland of Java. 
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ala - 


Per iploca anguftifolia v7 7 


Pelican aquilis 


VAarius 
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Eoglith or other common Name. - 
Vol. * 


Screw pine 


1.252 —ii. 279, 291, 303 
Sweet - ſcented paudanus. 2 
or ſcrew-pine i. 385 — fi. 101 


Agamemnon pupilio = i, 350. 
Titmouſe 87 
Chineſe ſacana — . 332 
Paſſion · lower © 233 
Louſe- wort - 1 152 
Perch . — 449 
Spotted perch ü. 120 
Narrow-leaved perigloca V. 
or Virginian ſilk i. 12 
Man- of- war bird — 50 
Variegated pelican - 3225 
Moth Gb) ary 199 
Morel! s 
Syringa 1 139 — . 75 
Hooded ſeal i. 161— d. 21 
Little ſeall 1. 66, 423 
New Zealand flax-plant ii. 82, 86 
Siribea pepper i. 2844 375 
Rough pinna - L 335 
Water aloe Pie + ii. 344 
Tricuſpid plantain . 10 
Pairpoinciana,or double- / 
_ ſpiked Barbadoes flows 
- er-fence . | ag 
Milk - wort 2 i. 92, 97, 15% 
, Palypody . 8 176 
Dichotomous polypady 80 
- Virginia polypody - . 14 
Polyparii 


| 


Linnæan or other ſcientific Name. 
Fame d 2 
Polypi © = . 
Portulaca quadrifida af 
Pothos = = . 
P, ox 5 - 


DS 
Prenanthes pinnata 2 2 


pelagica - 

Puſſnenſis = = 
n = 20:20) — 
Portlandia grandiflors — 
Protea + 05 1. — - 
— argentea ”, * 


— florida. „ - 
— 0 2.44 wy - 
fallen, r — 
nt /cerraria - - 
— ofa * =» = 
Pielea may N 
Peri — i 


* 


Phittacus Alexandri + 
0 — f i 10 £2025 14,4% 
—— ot 0 
—— Ml; = 

£ + Of; 

Rata AH, Ks. 


4% 
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Sethe Philippe | 5 — | 
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| Eogliſh or other common Name. 
Vol. Page. . 

The name given to the re- | 
treats of the Polypi i. 230 
Polypes - 229, 235 
. Quadrifid purſlain — ii. 303 
Pothes — 338 
Pozzolana + i. 19,20 


Pintado or white and 8 
black petrel -_ . 209 


Stormy petrel - = 42 


Shear - water - 107 
Procris ” 4,919 259 
Great - flowered Pertlandia i 1. 310 
res or ſilver- tree | 

1. go—li, 7 245 
Silvery Cape protea + 1, 8&6 
Florid frotes = 103 
Melliferous protea — 400 


Pale Arofes 4. 


Saw frotea. „ . , 
Beautiful protea, » <a. 
Shrub trefoil 5x2, 4-407 
Common fern DM ap | 
— — 164 
e ee 142 

- rakeet .- . 5 
Black cockatoo 2 30 
Great white · creſted 60 
cockatoo 3325 
Red · creſted cockatoo * i. 448 

* | var 8) 


Linnzan of other {cientific Name. 
Reftio (a new ſpecies of) 


Rickea"(new gens) 
— glauca - Y -» 


Rictnis communis AN. 
Roſa folis = - 
Rumex - - 
Ruta = . . 


8 — 4 


—————g—__—_s Taue n 
Saguerus F771 d 
| Sapmaria \ +» 8 


Sci vola Tobelia ; 29 bt 


Scarus * 5 1 
Scletcra repens . _ 
Schiftus * = © » 2 
F$eleria ©  » __ 
— gendis & . 
iScixrus falmarum — 
"Seolopendra . = — 
Scolopendra morfitans * 
' $corperna - - 


— floats — 

— . - 

ee 44 5 085 

_ Shinifex /quarreſu 8 
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Engliſh or other common Name. 
Vol. Page. 
| Refi = at 177 
Simple reis 8 
Riclea 2 


- Glmicous res FS 


Plate XVI. — 208 


Common Palma Chrifti ll. 327 


Sun · roſe am 
Dock 3 * 446 


" Rus 5 <4 7 


+ - . +7 4 
- * * 
4 8. — * v3 : — — — — 2 


Wild fagar-cane Fe 
Teneriffe ſugab canẽe r. 9 
Sago - paigm- i. 324-388 
Flants of the fayenaris fa 7 
i"mily - » 0 
Lobolia Scavela * — 046 


Seren, a genus of fiſhes ii, 24 
„ Creeping Scheflers 2. 
- Blat 8 Ns 
- Scleria * N 


2 - 1 03 


Centipede - 'L 260 


Great /colopenara or centipede #6. 
„ +: oper ii. {REY 
— Digitated /corpeens +» 253 
A ſpecies of cute - aao 
- Barbary ape + & 103 
\Figmy-ape = . 48 
1 — i. 256 | 


_; Soulamea | by 
To abies brag" 


Ragged finer é 4 
| Shondias 
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4 Vol. Page. 
Spondias cytherea -  Cytheran plum + L 104 
Spongia cancellata - Latticed ſpunge ü. 10 
Squales carcharias Common or white ſhark 

1 e i, 42, 13%, £95, 429 
w—— Cinereus - Gray ſhark — 2 .536 


; 
: 


; Gnaphalium-like cb - 86 
Sus babyruſſa — » Indian hog + — 311 


T. 5 
 Tacca pinmatifida * = Pinnatifidtaca « = i 101 


Tantalus caluun + Bald curlew © + + i. 84 
Tefona grandi: » Teak-wood, or Indianoak 256 


Terebinth— =, - Plants of the Terebinthus 
; genus | es 
Terebinthace - »Terebinanceous plants i. 167 
Teucriam betonicum + , Betony germander += 28 
| Thermes + - * Thermes = . 3 
Thefrum e- - Baſe fluellin — — 168 


an, D pright baſe fluellin + 88 
Thymi - Plants of the Thmw family ii. 28 


Tiymelææ - - — 1. 426 
Tricemanes Canarienſs = - Canary maiden-hair fern 13 
Trigela - »= Tripela © =» - i, 19 
T{ciampaca — * T/ciampaca * + L 312 
Turbo ſcalaru - » Screw-ſhell — yt 
5 v 2 x a 

1 S Shrubby Yeckium - 28 
Veſpertilio — » Bat B S. 266 

Ternatanus —Ternate bat ib. 

* Vampire or ſpectre go 


N 
15 L ag$ii, 152, 19 
\Unbel, A 5 2 
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- Unmbellate 


Umbelled 
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 twenty-ſecond order in 


Bladder-wort 


Grape-wort 


Lianæus's Fragments 1. 88 


„ü. 21 


1.3, 330 
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' ERRATA,—VOL. I. 


— 


22 29 For Gere, foprenubinm rend partum ſepranclunt. 


76 25 For laſhes read ſword-belts. 

83 25 For fharis read ciliarts, _ 
86 17, For crice read erice. 2. 
88 26 For wmbelli read umbellats. 
89 2 For free-ftone read ſand-ftone. 


100 21 For orthis read orchiſes. 


102 22 Fer free-ftone read fand-fione. 
138 28 Fer free ſtone read ſand-ftone. 0 
154 28 For orchis read orchiſes 


- 184 15 For free-ſtone read ſarid-ftone. 


186 18 For malelewca read. melaleuca. 
—- 26 For free-ftone read ſand-fone. 
245 24 For betel- root read betel. 


. 264 14. For weigh read way 


312 28 Dele the after jaſmine. 

327 11 and 14 For Jafiea read Juan. 

320 2 For pana fruticoſum read punax fruticoſe. 

355 22 For odoratifima read —— — 

375 3 For Amboyans read Amboynans, . 
397/, 5. For linea read blatta, 

407 7 For tinea read blatta. 

432 4 For aptenodyta read aptenodytes. 
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Ds Ee) "wy Bre, Arrival af $a ps 1 | 
* land of Ther. Joung to the Peak. — | 
A ſailor who was fp drowned is is reflored 70 
E daring eber "Beal his leber. 8 | 
0 naturalhfts ſeized with" ſpitting 'of Blood, 
which prevents them from aſcending to the fam-' 
ui of the” Peak. —Engliſk ſhips in the road of 
© Santa Cruz. —Differont refults of ob rations 
nad for aſcertaining the variation of the mag- | 
netic netdle.—A new volcano to * fouth=w ef of | 
the Poak. EO fe pr end 
| i i964 20 114 
ee Wee, of the two gh 1 for 
the voyage which we were going to undertake, 
was in a very forward ſtate towards the end of 
vol. 1. — | the 
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the month uf Auguſt 1791, when W 
D Entrecaſteaux gave us notice to repair to 
Breſt. I had the [pleaſure of performing this 
journey with three perſons belonging to the 
ſame expedition, Citiaens Riche, Beaupre, and 


een Bibſt, on the roth, of Septem- 
ber. The fineſt ſhips of France, ſuch as the 
| Majeſtueux, the Etats de Bourgogne, the Ame- 

# _ rique, &c. were then in the harbour. | 
| While the aſtronomerb were oobupied by ob- 
ſervations for aſcertaining the r: rate of going ot 
the watches and time - kecpers, the naturaliſts 
haſtened to complete the articles neceflary for 
the preſervation of the collections which they 
Purpoſed making in the new countries that they 
Were going to vit. | 

As it was my intention to devote myſelf par- 
ticularly to the obſeryation of vegetables, I had 

3 occafian for. a quantity of paper, and I wiſhed 

De” to meet with ſome, of a. very large, fiac. Lhad 
coniiderahle difficulty in procuring twenty-two 
reams, becauſe almoſt all that remained i in ſtore 


1410 


artillery. | 
Part of the time that I had at my ; diſpofal 
he was employed in viſiting the botanical 
Which is kept in high order. In the ſame place 
bes is @ fall . * natural N 


e 


f 


4hiclT feinarked fevvral 1 Abbe Arge re- 
menen buoys eee By e ene 
ſurgeon of the Eſperance! 12 728 Nr 5 


The ſhips companies were muftered ue Kb: . 


bet oh tüte Art of Septemb err. 
On the 25th, oor thifs went into the toad, 
where thete were then not any kwreigg delle 
nor many Fren ct 8 
We Lee deeply t Inder out my 
of water was, at the time of our depatfure, 


four 
meters forty-fix centimeters and « Half, of thir- 
teen feet nine inches, abaſt, and hour meters 
fevehteen centimeters, or twelve beet fik s | 


forwatd's. | nen 
Jeße were ol bod ld RIA . 
4, 6 Eight pounderd. f re SK; 1.8. 

6 Swivels of a demi- kilogram. 2 5 | 
0 14 Swivels of a double N 
„ T7 
„„ d nt 

30 Pole - axes. 
10 Muſketoons. | 


» On due A LANE oy. 10 
per to retain the new French weights and meaſures, u table of 
which will be found at the end of the ſecond volume The 
only exception that he has made to this rule is reſpecting the 
nb 


2 Thirty=fix pound catrohades;” 
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„The -Eſptrance had nearly the ſame. means of 
defence; and theſe were ſufficient for protecting 
us cer _y een the 8 the 


The "ab hips. were pended, — * great 
quantity of, articles deſtined to be diſtributed 
among the natives of the Squth Sea. Iron tools, 
muffs of different colours, and particularly. of 
red, ow the: NR. Lp haem 
for traffic. 1 

Each of our ſhips: ons bie months: pro- 
viſions. We v were ready to fail, and were waiting 
only for. A. fair Wind, when a tolerably freſh 
breeze From the caſtward permitted us to get 
under way, about one o'clock in the afternoon, 
on the 28th of September, No ſooner, bad we 
got clear of the road, than it Was 
that two ſailors and a boy, who were extremely 
deſirous of making this, voyage, and much yexed | 
at not being included in the number, of the 
ſhips companies, had concealed. themſelves on 
board. As we bad ſcarcely the room. poet” 

for thoſe ho were deſtined for the voyage, the 
Commodore ſtood into the road of Bertheaume, 
| whence he ordered theſe three unexpeAed in- 
Were put on ſhore. een u n 8 

The Eſperance, having continued ber courſe, 
had "got ran ig gn ue but wo joined ber 
deze dan Ae ue þ 287 gd 11. el 8 


— Y 7 N 


w 
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Sean before night,” for we ſailed much better 
than ſhe did. | 
Me took our departure at fix clock in he 
evening, being then in the latitude of 46. 13 
north, and in the longitude of 72 15" weſt; 
Uſhant' beating north 25 weſt; the Bec de la 
Chevre'ſouth-eaft 4* eaſt ; and the Bec du Raz 
ſouth 20 eaſt. We were then at the diſtance of a 
myriameter from Point Matthieu, The courſe | 
ordered to be” ſteered was weſt · north · weſt: 
aſterwards, about e re the we was kept 
weſt.” 5 
On we __ Vl D'Entrecaſtesux 
learit; by diſpatches, which he was not to open 
till he was at ſea; that Captain Hoon Kermadec, 
commander of the Eſperance, was made Poſt, 
and that he himſelf was raiſed to the rank of 
rear · admiral. This news was inſtantly commu-' 
nicated through the L roms, Wood to the EG | 
perance. | 
Oiur enſigus were immediately hoiſted with 
the diſtinctive emblem of the rank which bad 
jufi been conferred on the Commodore. 
Another diſcovery was made of two ma- 
rines, and a boy, who were not included in the 
_ lift of the fhip's company. Theſe had till now. 
kept themſelves carefully concealed. It was no 
longer poffible to fend "them on ſhore, becauſe 
we were at too great a diſtance from. the land ; 
WE. MT | 
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accordingly the Admiral allowed them to make 
the voyage. 
As | had already been a few voyages, I ima- 
gined, that I had acquired a ſufficient habit 
of a ſea liſe, to be no longer incommoded by the 
motion of the ſhip; but this habit had long been 
loſt; and indeed I was ſea-fick, during the fir: 
three days after our leaving Breſt. I had ſe- 
veral times occaſion. to remark. in the courſe 
of the voyage which I have recently made, that 
it was neceflary for me to remain only a little 
while on ſhore, to loſe the habit of the ſea; ſa 
that whenever we failed again, even after a very 
Mort ſtay in port, I was for two or three days 
almoſt as much indiſpoſed as on my departure 
from Breſt. Seamen, in this caſe, recommend 
eating, notwithſtanding, the diſguſt occaſioned 
by the nauſea peculiar to this kind of affection. 
It is not eaſy. to coincide in that opinion; for, 
beſides a great difficulty of deglutition, the lodg-. 
| ment of aliments in the ſtomach increaſes the 
_ . nauſea; it is an additjonal evil, when a AAR: 
obliged to bring them up again. 
| Diluting drinks, taken in, a ſmall Sy 
at a time, in order to aſſift the contractile powers 
of the ſtomach, . afforded me conſtant relief; 
lukewarm water, {lightly ſweetened, ' was the 
3 drink of which I e e ee 


* 
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cauſe it is that which is moſt Eg pRane in 
a ſhip. _ 

There were on bens; nn ſeveral * 
ſons who, although they bad never before heen 
at ſea, experienced no effect ſrom the motion 
of the ſhip. Such a conſtitution is very deſirable 
when a man undertakes long voyages; for it is 
difficult to expreſs the unpleaſant feelings ocea - 
fioned by this ſpaſmodic affection, which, ex- 
tending to every part of the body; throws a perſon 
into ſuch a ſtate of languor, that he hangs to 
life, only becauſe he has a feeble en of a 
period to his ſufferings. , 
From our departure, till the gth of OQber," | 
the winds were faint and variable, between the 
weſt and the north; they blew-afterwards pretty 
freſh, varying from north-eaſt to north, till our 


2 arrival at Teneriffe. We were not free from 


uneaſineſs reſpedting this increaſe of the wind; 
for, in our ſituation, it might become fatal to wa: 
Incumbered in every part, with a lading far too 
conſiderable for the ſhip's bearings, we might 
overſet in a heavy ſea, the ſtowage being very in- 
completely arranged. It was in this ſtate of diſ- 
order that we had failed, although the National 
Aſſembly had, near cight months before, decreed. 
that the voyage ſhould take place. | 

On the t1th of October, about fifty-five' mi- 
nutes aſter ten o'clock,” there was an N of . 
14 e 
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the moon. It is very difficult to make, at fea, 
- ſuch an obſervation of it as can be relied on: 
Citizen Willaumez, however, deduced from his, 
18* 59 45” of welt longilude. 

The Eſperance made the fignal for land on 
the/12th, about eight o'clock in the morning. 
At noon, we reckoned” ourſelves fourteen, 
myriameters from the Peak of Teneriffe, which 
was ſcen to the ſouth-eaſt by ſouth, Maja. 
rearing its head above the clouds. _ 

On the approach of night, we were at the. 
diſtance of only two myriameters from the north- 
eaſt point of the iſland. We kept ſtanding off 
and on under our topſails, waiting for daylight. 
As ſoon as it began to appear, we approached 
the coaſt, which Fares he ones 
of a kilometer. 
, We caſt anchor about half paſt nine e 

in the morning on the 13th, in the road of 
Santa Cruz, in ten fathoms water, over a boſs 
tom of black muddy ſand. 

Citizen Fonſpertuis, the French Conſul, im- 8 
wediately came on board, and offered the Ad- 
miral to do every thing that be could, towards 
ſupplying the wants of our two ſhips. 

I went on ſhore in the afternoon, in order os 
view the environs of the town. Although the 

ſeaſon was already advanced, the reverberation 

| Nen the ** of the ſun, by the volcanic ſtones, oc- 


caſioned 


* 
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Gade! a heat ſo much the more inconvenient, 
as the dead calm left them their full power. 


- I remarked among the plants which grow in 
the environs of Santa Cruz, a woody melifla,' 
known to botaniſts: under the name of mliſſa 
fruticgſa, the ſaccharum Tyneri fr, the cacake 
Keinia, the datura metel, hp: On 3 
reſcens, &c. | 

The beautiful tres Aas ok the — 
af the fair poinciana ¶ poinriumad tne yah | 
ſtituted the ornament of ſome of the gardens. + 

This ſame evening, Citizen Ely, ſtruck by the 
odd garb of ſome women belonging to the 
town, who, at the time even of the greateſt be 

wear a fort of very thick woollen cloak, was 
employed in taking a ſketch of them, when a 
ſentry came and interrupted him, thinking that 
he was taking a plan of the road. It was to no 
purpoſe that he ſhewed him that he was only 
copying a dreſs; the ſoldier would not let * 
© finiſh his drawing. 

We had brought up too near 'a /-ſeall veſſel: 
for this reaſon, we in the afternoon carried out 
an anchor towards the ſhore; by means: of which. | 
we kept at a proper diflance from her. et . 


Oar bearings, taken from this s were as 
ſollo w: 

The redoubt to the O's of tht 8 . e, 
caſt Ny eaſt, 4 caſt, and the great tower ſituated 
about 
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out the middle artery 2 
„ 

On the 14th, 0 nb 19, 
turned with nine guns, the ſalute which we had 
given them with the like number. We had 
fired a ſalute of fifteen ſor the citadel, which 
returned it gun for gun, about noon. 

A packet, arriving from Spain, came | n een an- 
chored in the road. 
| eee 

the very next day, a journey to the Peak, and 
of viſiting ſucceſſively the high mountains of the 
iſtand. The French Conſul was anxious ta 
afford us all the aſſiſtance in his power, De 
gave us a letter of recommendation ſor M. de 
Cologant, a reſpectable merchant reſiding at 
Orotava. 
| On the 15th, tata inthe menning, 

we repaired to the Mole, to the number of eight; 
namely, Develle, one of the officers of our ſhip; 
Piron, Deſchamps, Lahaye, three ſervants, and 
myſelf: one of the ſervants was ſufficiently ac- 
qainted with the Spaniſh language to act as our. 
interpreter. We found on the landing-place, by 
the-ſta-ſide, ſome of the mules which were deſ- 
tined for us; but upwards of an hour elapſed 
before we were able to begin our journey; ſor 
it was no eaſy matter to aſſemble ſome: of the 
guides, who, knowing very well that we ſhould | 
a 7. + "2008 
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not ſet off without them, were in no fear of 
making us wait. As ſoon as they were arrived, 
we thought we might move forward ; but they 
choſe to hold a long conyerſation among them- 
ſelves, beſore they would take charge of the 
ſew articles for en. * had eg in this 
journey. | 
It may not be i improper 110 mention, that our 
mipmates had furniſhed us with proviſions, as 
if we were going to travel in ſome ſavage coun- 
try. Roſſel, who was caterer of the gun room 
meſs, had given orders to the caok- to make us 
an excellent ſalmon pale. I ſhould nat have 
notioed the circumſtance, did it not form a ſin- 
gular contraſt with the worm- eaten biſcuit and 
cheeſe, with which we were regaled in moſt of 
the other ports we touched at in the ſequel. 

M. de Cologant, appriſed by the French Con- 
ſul of the object of our journey, invited us to 
ſtop at his houſe at the harbour of Orotava. 
This town, which is only three myriameters and 
a half from Santa Cruz, is one of the beſt 
places to halt at in going to the Peak; for it is 
at the foot of ee which are neareſt 
to it. | 

— tis in. e to Lagouna. 
This town is only a mytiameter from Santa 
Cruz; but the road to it is very fatiguing, ſor 
it is moſtly up hill. The bouſes are ill built, 
| ; and - 
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and very thinly inhabited. 'The convents here 
are extremely numerous. We were inſormed 
that the monks compoſed at 8 N one 3 
population. 

In our way to Lagouna we had juſt croſſed 
arid mountains, covered' with a few ſucculent 
plants, among which we had remarked the 
Canary leafleſs cuphorbia (euphorbia Canarienfis , 
the euphorbia dendroides, the cacalia Meinia, and 
the ſpecies of Indian fig to which botaniſis 
have given the name of cadlus opumtia. Theſe 
vegetables, which live almoſt entirely at the ex- 
penſe of the atmoſphere, thrive very well on 
the ſterility of thoſe ſteep declivities. Having 
reached the ſmall plain in which the town is 
built, we had the pleaſure to ſee that it was not 
gratuitouſly that the vegetable mould of the ſur- 
rounding mountains had been waſhed away by 
the rains, ſince it had come and fertilized this 
little corner of land; in which is produced a 
great deal of wheat, maize, millet; &c. /0) 7k 

I gathered a ſpecies of periploca, which I had 
already brought from my voyage up the Levant. 
- F have publiſhed an account of it in my ſecond 
Decade of the Plants of Syria, under the name 
of periplaca anguftifoha. © Citiaen Desfontaines 
had alſo mee the ſame 1 arx; _ the coals 


of en, Ne 
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All the ſtones which we had hitherto met 
with had undergone the action of fire. As theſe 
mountains of middling elevation, are compoſed 
of. great maſſes, which, at the time of their fu- 
ſion, muſt have long preſerved an extraordinary 
degree of heat, 1 naturally expected to find the 
lava very compad. Indeed at is ſo ; its grain 
is very fine, and its moſt uſual colour is" 
dark brown. lt A nn F SED 8 
In the midſt | of theſe volcanic PINOT we 


experienced great heat, which incommoded our 


guides much more than us; accordingly they 


employed every means of perſuaſion to induce 
us to halt during the whole day, in ordet to 


travel only by night. They probably imagined 


that we bad no other intention than toffee the 
ſummit of the Peak. Such a plan of travelling 
would not have diſpleaſed ſeveral of our party: 


but it was not difficult to make them ſenſible 


that this nocturnal viſit could not ſuit naturalifis. 


The inhabitants of this iſland are from their 
birth overwhelmed by religious prejudices: Chil- 


dren came out of their houſes to aſk us if we 
were of their religion: we contented ourſelves 
with pitying theſe unfortunate beings,” over 


whom fanaticiſm and monaſtic intolerance exer- 


ciſe, with ſo much power, their dangerous ſway. 


FTbe pretty fern, known by the name of tri- 


comanes Canarienſe, clothes moſt of the walls which 
ſerve 


* 
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ſerve as a ſence to the gardens 5 that ve met vith 
' beyond Lagouna. ' 31 

On approaching the harbour of Orotava, we 
deſcended by gentle declivities; it was no longet 
thoſe barren mountains of the environs of Santa 


. _ Cruz, whoſe ſucculent plants annoufice ſterility; 


but charming hillocks, covered with vines, which 
_ form the principal wealth of the iſland. 

The ſhrub known by the name of boſen yerva- 
mora was growing in the bottom. 

It was five o'clock in the afternoon when we 
arrived at Orotava, where M. de be re 
ceived us in the beſt manner ö 

Two ſhips, the one Dutch and the other Eng- 
liſh, were then lying-in the road, for the pur- 
poſe of ak ing in a cargo of wine; The landing- 
Place here is ſtill more inconvenient than that 
at Santa Cruz; and, indeed, N e 9 
leſs frequentedd. 

The cellar of M. de te dtraliy ex 
cited our curiofity; for this rich merchant carries 
on a n trade i in the wines r 

land. 
Among the different 2 wines which 
it produces, there are two very diſtinct ſorts }/ 
namely, the dry wine; and that which is called 
malmſey: in the making of the latter particular 
care is taken to concentrate ; oy: — 


rine 8 
A pips 
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A pipe of the beſt wine then coſt a hundred 
twenty piaſtres; that of the moſt inferior 
quality coſt ſixty. It i is proper to obſerve, that 
I am not ſpeaking of the price at which it-is {old 
to foreigners ; for the ſame wine of ſixty piaſtres _ 
in had for fox and Ge wenn inhabilnts of the 

iſland. $01 A 7 

When the eee of theſe inet well 
advanced, it is cuſtomary: to mix with them a 
great deal of brandy, in order to make them keep. 
Indeed they are very heady ; many perſons cannot 
drink them, even in a ſmall quantity, without 

ſeeling their nerves affected by the diſagrecable 
ſenſation which this mixture occaſions. 

We were aſſured that the iſland commonly fur 
niſhes thirty thouſand pipes of wine a ear. 

A As it does not grow corn ſufficient for the 
conſumption of the inhabitants, part of the pro- 
duce of the wines, which are ſold in foreign 
countries for Madeira, from which they in other 
reſpects differ very little, is employed in the pure 
chaſe of that article of the firſt neceſſity. 2 

The olive- tree, which thrives very well in this 

Hand, is however little propagated. Thepapaw- 

tree, and the date tree, which are cultivated in 
ſome of the gardens, ann. oy 
jects of curioſity. _, 

Before we left Santa Cruz, we had been told 
that the top of the Peak was covered with ſnow. 

2 I would 
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I would not bring a barometer ; but weleardt at 
Orotava that we had been miſinformed, when it 
was no longer 1n wy N to ee this mean 
of obſervation . | 
Me were to ſet out * the next morning an 
dur journey towards the Peak. But it was a feſ- 
tival, and our guides would not have ſtirred 
without having been to maſs; ſome of them had 
heard three; as ſor us, we were waiting with 
the moſt lively impatience; when our uneaſineſs 
increaſed, on learning that it was a very particu- 
lar favour for them to think of travelling on ſo 
ſolemn a day. However, they were nee e 
part about nine o clock in the morning. 
As ſoon as we had got out of the town, we 
aſcended by roads often very ſteep, whence we 
perceĩved enormous heaps of mountains piled 
one upon another, and riſing in the form of an 
amphitheatre, as ſar as the baſe of the Peak: Their 
brows now aud then afforded us ſpots tolerably 
level, which ſerved us as ſo many reſting- places, 
| ef a . having ——_— by "of ry paths 


nc eee that at the time of his 
| anchoring in the road of Santa Cruz, Lamanon having carried 
the barometer to the top of the Peak of Teneriffe, the mercury 
bad fallen to 18 inches 4 lines, the thermometer then ſtanding 
at 9 above o while at Santa Cruz the mercury in the ba- 
rometer was at the eee the thermo- 
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we took breath for a moment, in order to attack 
with more courage, the upper mountains th 
Our gaides were aſtoniſhed to ſee tne of us 


perform this journey on foot, contrary to the 


cuſtom of moſt of the travellers who'come to 


ift the Peak; fo much fo, that they for a long 


time continued to entreat us to mount the mules 
which they had brought for our accommodation. 

Aſtet having crofſed fome beautiſul planta- 
tions of vines, we found ourſelves in the midft 
of cheſtnit-tees, which grow in the moſt cle> 
vated regions. 

In the ravines I met with the Virginia polipo= | 
dium (polipodium V rginicum),. and' ſeveral new 
ſpecies of "laurel ; among *which I remarked 
that 'khown by the name of | Tridian laurel 
(Iaurds Indica, Linn.). 

Although this journey was not to be pro- 
longed beyond a few days, we had, very pro- 


perly, been adviſed to ary ſevetal pairs of 


ſhoes; for the beſt are ſoon worn out by the lava _ 
on which it is continually requiſite to walk. 

It was hardly noon, when we had reached-the 
clotitis that diffuſed a heavy dew on the ſhrubs, 
in the nüdſt of which we had to pas. 

The abundance of rain with which the na- 

taral diſpoſition” of the air is impregnated on 
theſe heights, ſhowld produce à great number of 
ſprings. They are, Tce, here * ſcarce; 

"Yor. 1, a for 
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for the. carth is not Aufficiently attenuated to 

retain the rain water, which filtering through 
theſe volcanic ſubſtances, in general runs and 
diſcharges itſelf into the ocean, without having 
formed any rivulets . | 

As ſoon as we had pafled 1 theſe thick 
miſts, we enjoyed the fineſt fight of which. it. is 
poſſible to form an idea. The clouds that had 
been: juſt gathering beneath us, mingled them- 
ſelves in the diſtance with the waters of the ſea, 
concealing from us the view of the iſland ; we 
beheld the cleareſt ſky ; the Peak appeared then 
like an iſland, the ROT TURES; formate yo 

be immerged in a vaſt ocean. 

Scarcely had I got out of the clouds, when 1 
faw for a moment a phenomenon which I -had 
had occafion to obſerve ſeyeral times during my 
flay on the high mountains of Keſrouan, in Afia 


nb we remarked, that when high mountains are firongly 
heated by the rays of the ſun, they become a ſort of focus, above 
© which riſes the ſurrounding air, on account of the dilatation 
which it experiences therefrom ; whence: reſults the abundance 
of the more diſtant air; which, coming to replace that which riſes, 
brings with it the clouds it is charged with, as I have bad an op- 
portunity of remarking very frequently on Moung Libanus, 
where this phenomenon never failed to happen about five o'clock 
in the afternoon, in the heat of the month of Auguſt, when too 
violent an agitation of the atmoſphere did not counteraft this 
natural bias. Dai perhaps the ſole cauſe PRI 
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Minor. It was with freſh ſurpriſe that I per 
ceived all the contours of my body traced in the 
beautiful colours of the rainbow, on ſome 
elouds that were below mes on 2 the ade 9ppobie 
to the ſun. ak 

The ſolar rays, which are "diſſolved 6 paſſing 
on the ſurface of bodies, give a very juſt expla- 
nation of this brilliant phenomenon, It repre- 

| ſents, on a large ſcale, the experiment known to 
natural philoſophers, by which the rays that are 
juſt. made to paſs on the ſurface of an opaque 
body, fituated at the opening of a window, re- 
preſent all the contours of that body in the co- 
ours of the rainbow, after having been concen- 
trated in the middle of a lens, in order to be 
afterwards received on a piece of white paper. 

We had juſt paſſed; over prodigious heaps of 

pumice · ſtones, among which we remarked few 
vegetables, and theſe were very weak. Some 

brooms were the only ſhrubs that n at 

ſuch an elevation. 1 

We walked with confiderable difficulty over 
theſe volcanic fragments, for we ſunk = them 

half way up the leg. | 

Some blocks of poxnolana wer er prada 
a pretty great diſtance from each other. 

It was nine o'clock in the evening, when we 
took up our quarters for the night in the midſt | 
of the lava, fome large fragments of which were 

02 
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um only ſhelter we had againit the eaſterly vid 
was very intenſe at this height, where nature has 
net conſalted the wants of travelters, for woud' is 
here very ſcarce ; indeed, the little fire that it ws 
poſſible forus:to. make, ee 14 2 
paſſing a vety bad night. of} 19 
At length the day Armee Eppest 10 CONE 
We tlleu leſt ſume bf our guides with their 
mules! in the:place: where we had juſt ſpent the 
aught, and took the road tothe: Peak, te * 
mit of which we were ſoon to rtach. 50 
Me cintinubd walking for an hout' en 
fiderable: hräps of - frapments of grayiſh tava, 
athong which we''faw: ſbatteted here and there, 
blocks of pot, and large maſſes of u very 
dompacii blackiſh-pltaſsy which is extremely Ike 
bottle gts. Although made in tho immenſe 
erueĩbles of theſa moumtains, at the time of their 
eoribuftiong this glaſs old not on that acrount 
be the leſs fit to become uſeful itt the arts finee, 
deing ebmpletely formed by haturb, it would re- 
türe only the proceſs of fire neceſſuty for melt- 
ing it, in order to be qualified for teceiv iti ſtbm 
the hand eee en Wen, | 
ceptitite. 0010 Or 
- \The- cavern, on ths britiks' of which we br- 
mech edle La pure de? ue. It is a full 
moter and & half wide at its mouth; as its depth 
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| s upwards of two meters in an almoſt perpendi> 
cular direction, we could get to the bottom 
of it, only by deſcending hy means: of a rape. 
We here found ſame water, the ſurface oi 
which, as we naturally expected at this clever 


tian; was coyered with ice near half a deeimgter 


in thickneſs. It was immediately broken, and 
we quenched our thirſt with very good water. | 4 
did not experience from it any unpleaſant ſenſa - 
tion in my throat, as I bad ſo frequently remarked 
in the French Alps, in ſatisſying my drought 
with water which iſſues from the foot of the Gla- 
ciers, although the coldneſs of the water. of this 
cavern was a degree below that - which is com- 
monly indicated by the water of the Glaciers; for 
the thermometer that I dipped into it, ſell 46 the 
freezing point. It ſhould ſeem, than, that it. is 46 
the privation of atmoſpheric air that is oing abe 
iliſagrecable irritation which the water taken up 
at the foot of debe the e 
of the abrat. 

The infide of this. grotto as ined vith ade. 


©: tinned bee ee Gant ves Magpie "4 


fel himſcif too much +fatigned: to go farther; - 


Deſchamps choſe not to proceed beyond: the 


cavern; while: we continued to aſcend towards 

| the ſummit of the Peak, © 
Having come to its baſe, which foruis thozap | 
* the bigheſt mountains, . we ſaw it rie in the 
3 form 
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ſorm of a cone, to a prodigious elevation. Hence 
our proſpect ſoared above all the mountains, 
which form as it were ſo many flights of ſteps 
that we had been obliged to aſcend, in order ig 
arrive at this ſpot. 

The place called Za Ramblette; fituated, to- 
| as the northweſt, offered to our curiofity | 
a few apertures made in the rock; ſome were a 
decimeter in width ; others were ſimple clefts, 
whence iſſued a watery vapour, without ſmell, 
although their brinks were covered with cryſtals 
of ſalphur, placed on a very owns earth, mon 
had every appearance of clay. 

A mercurial thermometer, 8 * 
to Reaumur's ſcale, was introduced into ſome 
of theſe apertures, where, in the ſpace of a mi- 
nute, it indicated 43% above o. In ſeveral others, 
the mercury roſe only to 30%. 

We 'were now arrived at the eds the goal 
difficult to climb up, for the Peak is very ſteep. 
Having reached about one third of its elevation, 
although the ſurface of the ground was not 
heated in a greater degree than is commonly ex- 
perienced at ſuch a height, I was induced to 
dig a hole about a double decimeter in depth, 
Vvhence immediate] jſſued a watery and inodorous 
ſmell, and where tig thermometer yhen intro · 
| duced ſtood at 519 above o. : 

The ſpartium ſupranubium was the laſt ſhrub 
EL that T met with befor I arrived at the foot af th 


cone; 
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cone ; but there is an herbaceous plant, which, 
notwithſtanding its apparent delicacy, vegetates 
at a ſtill greater elevation. This is a violet with 
leaves rather elongated, and ſlightly toothed at 
the edges: its flower was already faded; it 
grows: quite cloſe to the ſummit of the Peak, 
where we ſoon arrived. The yapours of the at- 
moſphere not being able to riſe at this height, the 
ſky ſhews itſelf in all its brightneſs, and ſhines 
with. an azure-more-brilliant and more ſtriking 
than in the fineſt days of our climates ; a few 
clouds ſcattered here and there, far below our 
feet, did not eee ob 4 __ 
bouring iſlands. : 

This ſummit is e = a ene the 
greateft elevation-of which is towards'the-north-- 
welt. To the ſouth-weſt J remarked a very ſen- 
fible depreſſion, which ſeems to Davy mon ene 
duced by the finking of the lands. 

Quite cloſe to its point are ſeen —_ aper- 
tures, at moſt a decimeter. in width, whence ifſues 
a very hot vapour, which cauſes Reaumur's 
thermometer to riſe to 69% above o, producing a 
noiſe ſomewhat ſimilar to the buzzing: of bees. 
When, in the advanced ſeaſon of the year, the 
ſnow wWhitens the ſummizs of the Peak, that 
which falls rear to thefdfpertures does not long 
withſtand ſuch a degree of heat. Beautiful: 
eryſſ als oſ ſulphur, moſt of them in the form-of 
needles, among which I ſaw ſome of a regular 


c 4 | ſhape, 
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ſhape, adorn the brinks of theſe tunnels. Tho 
ſulphuric acid, joined to the water, has occafioned 
in the neighbouring volcanic productions ſuch 
an alteration, that they might be taken for very 
white clay, rendered extremely ductile by the 
humidity which is conſtantly iſſuing from theſe 
apertures. It is on this earth that are found ad+ 
hering the beautiful cryfials of gin, of which 
I have juſt ſpoken. 

The decompoſition, of the folphur, and of the 
volcanic productions, produces here an alumi- 
nous falt, like extremely fine needles, n 
covers the ſurſace of the earth. 23 
The thermometer obſerved in the ſhade 1 
wards of @ quarter of an hour, on the ſummit of 
the Peak, at a meter from the ground, roſe to 
15* above o; it did not vary perceptibly, whe- 
ther it was placed nearer to it, or farther from it, 
even at the diſtance of two or three meters : this 
induces me to think that the internal heat of the 
earth, although very great, bas little influence on 
that of the atmoſpheric air. Beſides, the atmo-+. 
ſpheric air may probably receive from the rays, 
of the ſun x 5* of heat at this elevation, nce a 
greater heat is frequently felt at the foot of our 

Glaciers. The thermometer carried to Mount 
Libanus, quite cloſe to the ſnow, has _ on 
me 20” above a. + PI : 8:15 

The TOY oe eames fwroured our 

| 2 17, - return, 
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i, mn we went Gown mach quicker len 
The hap! Sos Glands cw/wis/ropdipdaNe 
the ſpot where we had paſſed:the/preceding night, 
The almoſttotal privation of the ſun, occaſioned 
by the exceſſive cold which we had here e 


perienced, had deprived us of the wiſh of making 


it again our reſting- place. We would have 
liked to be able to proceed immediately, in order 
to ſeek a better ſhelter on ſome leſs elevated 
mountain: but our guides not choòſing to ftir 
before the riſe of the moon, we were obliged to 
ftay here till near midnight, waiting till it ap- 
peared on the horizon. It was by the feeble light 
of this planet, that we deſcended over the pumioe · 
ſtones, by a road at no great diſtanoe from that 
which we had ee 
lofty mountains, NY 
After walking for four hours, de robe wich | 
grew very thick, rendered the road ſo difficult to 
paſs as to oblige us to halt till daylight.” We 
were no longer, as the preceding night, in thut 
ſpot deſtitute of wood; and, indeed, e. made 
ourſelyes: ample amends by a large ſne, which 
was immediately kindled. While we were 
warming ourſelves, very much ut. our eaſe, the 
converſation turned upon what remained for us 
to do. Phe greater part, ſatigued by this labo- 
rious excurſion, had no other deſire than ito qro- 
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caged to Santa Cruz by the ſhorteſt road. We 
had however agreed at Orotava, that on our 
return we ſhould follow the back of theſe moun- 
tains. But we had not all the ſame views; ac- 

cordingly we let go on board thoſe who had 
no longer any wiſh to gratiſy; and the gardener 
and I remained, with the intention of con- 
tinuing our reſearches. All the guides would 
ſollow thoſe Who were going on board; and I 
bad no ſmall difficulty in perſuading one 1 
ma accompany us. | 

Among the plants which bedecked the decks 
vity ofthe rocks, I had the pleaſure of 


- - the beautiful campanula with gold-colour Rove, 


| (campanula aurea), the prenanthes pinnata, the 

| edianium reniforme, a ſpecies of adiantum, remark- 
able for its foliage, which is m rag e 1 
that of Europe. \> 
As water was very ſcarce on theſe heights we 
directed our ſteps towards a ſmall dwelling, 
_ near which we rightly preſumed that there muſt 
flow ſome rivulet. In fact, we found a fine 
ſpring, the water of which, equally delicious and 
limpid, loſt itſelf in the boſom of the earth, after 
111 an inſtant on its ſurface.” + 
Apple: trees, loaded with fruit, adorned: the 
garden of theſe peaceable inhabitants: this fruit 
afforded ſo much ſatis faction to a ſervant belong- 
r ure — A s-#5S4A 
_—_ | N 
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viſiting the vnvirons of this little ſettlement, be 
took it into his head to make an exchange, which 
gave us a very bad idea of his foreſight. He 
had juſt bartered all our proviſions of meat ſot 
- Jome apples, without troubling himſelf whether 
apples would be à good ſtock for rambling over 
the mountains. We fully determined to em- 
ploy another time a+ more intelligent ſteward. 
It may not be amiſs to remark,” that ſhip ſervants 

4 ata little Feline for Any; ſarmog en 
for: + or aka? 
Wie were very far from. any habitation, at the 
approach of night. It was near nine o clock in 
the evening, when we arrived at a village where 
hoſpitality. is certainly not the characteriſtic vir 
tue of the inhabitants. It was not without the 
utmoſt difficulty that we there ſound any ſhelters 
As we did not underſtand Spaniſh," we could 
expreſs: ourſelves only by ſigus; and at night, 
above all, this ſort of language is of very little 
ſervice. But our guide, who was as deſirous as 
ourſelyes to find a place to ſleep in, went about, 
knocking in vain at all the doors; when/aſter 
| baving gone through almoſt the whole village, 
we met with two worthy N as were fs 
59 as to afford us an aſylum. * F 

We were immediately ſerved. * a 1 

 pepaſl during which, we. were. lighted in the 
Rape: of ſome inhabitants of our mow {mall 
7" \pinters 
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. fplinters of very reſinous fir tuck iato the wall, 
were burning, giving us ſufficient light, bat far 
tod much fmoke. One of our hoſts too care 
bees dg bits of wood, as 0 as * 


We had more need of ſt than food; AC» 
| centingly we ſoon fell into a ſleep, which was 
the moro pleaſant, as it was not now . 
by the cold af the high mountains. 
be next day, . 
Joaded with volcanic productions and ſome very 
protty plants, among which were the n 
betonicum, veckinm fruteſcens, ce. 
The birds called 1 3 
in the Jowes regions of theſe mountains; they 
are all of a bron, mixed with different colours, 
und their plumage is not ſo handſome as in 
a ſtate of domeſticity. Some - travellers have 
aſſerted, that there was in the iſland a ſpecies of 
parrot which is there indigenous. I never met with 
one in any of our excurſions; and ſeveral inha- 
bitants, worthy of credit, ee "yo 
_ Kertion-was altogether unfounded. 7 
This ſame day a very freſh: "is bad in- 
eccated the ſea, ſo that it threw on the beach 
the Eſperance's boat, Which was- riding at a grap- 
nel, near the lip, after having overſet her on a 
__ failor, who could not be extricated for foe 
| mute: ne a but, ſortu- 
"So | | nately, 


CY 9 


- eaſe, reſtgted him to liſe. | = 
In here teſtifying r dentin ts the at 


A et Cite "ive die gemi which thay 


ſhewed in aſſiſting this poor feMow; I cannot pats 
over in filente a ns e e PESO 
eee of the toẽw . H 


Thie {Hors clothes word hung S 
white affiflænce was adminiflered; th him: noke - 
of us could) have had the ſtnalleſt ſuſpicion . 
what happened. Some podple belonging to the 


town, taking him, perhaps, already for deat 
thought tHat his clothes ougtit to furn to the ac- 
chunt of the living: they were d 
= being poſſible to diſcover the thieves.” ! 

- Citizens'Riche and Blavier had, a day vt 
wddiriiihess foitneyts: the Peak; but theſ two 


naturaliſts could not aſcent! to the ſummit; theß 
were ſtill very fur from it, when their lungs ht 


being able to withſtand ſb rarefied an atmoſphore 
they were” ſciged with a ſpitting of blood; and 
mann vn nt. 

- The following days were employed in viſiting 
this environs of TER, WE 3 
d in general very baten. 1 


Tue ton, cen In eee its Us 
extent; affords'a very thin population, :ulthough 


ns roatftead is the moſt frequented bf the iſland. 
N Spaniards-have here introdaced their ſtyle 


3 3 ol 


or IA ros 0 
nal, hs Deum which"ace einployed in fuvh | 
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of building; the inſide of their houſes is laid 
out in the ſame manner as that which they ha 
adopted in Eur6pe; without any of the — 
cations to which the difference of the * 
ought, perhaps, to have given birth. 

The governor-general of the Canaries makes 
| Santa Cruz his uſual reſidence. 
Tbere are here ſeveral convents of men and 
of women. A pariſh-church, where gilding is dif- 
tributed with all the profuſion of falſe taſte, is 
— be remarked tor:the bad choice of its 


In ebe ad is 


| Hindfome fountain; the water is conveyed from 
a great diſtance acroſs. the mountains, by wooden 9 


pipes. The | fireets are ill paved; moſt of the 
windows are without glaſs; they are ſhut by 
Venetian blinds, which the women draw up 
very oſten, when their curioſity or fore" other 
motive induces them to Jet themſelves be ſcen. 
The rich women are dreſſed in the French 
taſte: the. others: cover their ſhoulders 'with. a 
Picot of -coarſe woollen ſtuff, which forms:a ſort 
_of:cloak-extremely inconvenient, . under a very . 
| warm tky; a hat of black felt, with a broad 
brim, ſhelters them from the rays of the ſun; 
: | their ſkin is darkened by a mixture with the 
natives of the iſland ; , eee 


owe, NT AO INOS 
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Abe multiplicity of religious cuſtoms intro 
duced among the inhabitants, did not prevent 
many of theſe women from coming, with 4 
chaplet in their hands, to meet our ſailors, when - 
ever they went on ſhore : ſeveral had long to 
repent having e nene to ba ſeduced 

by ſo many charms. Hoe t Sd 
The wine of it, which, as Lip. | 
ready remarked, is very heady, had like to have 
been fatal to one» of our ſoldiers; being drank; 
be committed a very ſerious. offence againſt u 
ſentinel. Our Conſul employed the intereſt 
which he had with the officer commanding in 
the abſence. of the Governor · general, to ſtop all 
proſecution againſt this e . W more to 
be pitied than blamed. 105 415430116 
Phe: diſcipline- etiabliſhed, e Englitle 
ſhips of war, / ſecures them from ſimilar in- 
conveniences. The Scorpion ſloop, of ſix- 
teen guns and a hundred men, commanded 
by Captain Benjamin Hallowell, had anchored 
in the road on the 18th, in companycwith a 
ſmall cutter, having come from Madeira five 
days before : they had leſt there a fiſty=guns 
ſhip, which was ſhortly to fail for: Teneriſſe. 
Commodore Inglefield, who commanded her, wan 
the ſenior officer of this little ſquadron,'which © 
was deſtined far the coaſt of Africa. Theſe 
re ONE how - dangerous it_ is to 
8. | _ . ſailors... 
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failors to ſtay on ſhore, keep'them on board. 
Nothing but ths duty of the ſhip could induce 
the Captain to let them ſet their foot on land; The 
Commodore fully intended not tb relax from this 
rule; re all 2 * obaft ef 
Africa; - wr . * 
The variation of the . — extinct 
on beard, and dedubed from fixteen obſervations, 
fourtcen of which were by azimuths, and two by- 
caſterly gp des Os RY 
weſt. 20 A boi, 5 
55 -Tha:rofult of ten obirrations mode on Mon 
| 5 upon the flat roof of a houſe in the town, by 
| =» Gitizeft Bertrand, one: of eee 
| | expedition, was 21 33” welt. n 
Another obſervation, ads on ite Mole, 
wih an azimuth compaſs, gave a3“ 43 of weſt 
vv variatiot. 80 much difference, at ſuch little 
_ diſtances, probably ariſcs only ſrom the quantity 
of, ferruginous ſubſtances diſtributecd nn 
= in theſe volcanic mountains. 
= - Prom theſe obſervations, 8 
| e board ſeem to inſpire more confidence; 
. as they agree with tiie progreiſive decreaſe of 
the variation obſerved ſince our departure from 
' Breſt; and with that which had —— 


e e eee ee eee 
ee e „ l erben » fat nordle) | 
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wad TO The fame "needle had Lat 
kh Breſt, and 72% 567 at Paris. 
The place i in Which we anchoted in the road 
of Tenerife was in the latitüde of 28 290 . 
vorth, and in the longitude of 18% 36! weſt⸗ 


The thermometer and barometer, obſerved' on 


board,” towards noon, varied a little during our 
ſtay at this anchorage; the former did not 5 8 
ceed 20, and the latter 28 inches 2 lines: © 


Water, which is very good at Santa Cruz, 8 — 


eaſily procured- there when an is not too. 
heavy. 00: of 5176 Abe 
"*This'is * an excellent beg ge on 20 


count of the · facility with which are 3 in 


abundance, all the vegetables of Europe, with 


the exception of cabbages, which, although | 


very ſmall, are very dear. Here are generally - 


found all the fruits of Europe, and the ſame do- * 
meſtie animals as in out ports of France. 


Experience taught us that their ſheep do not 
bear the eonfinement of à ſhip ſo well us ours; 


the pute air which they breathe on the moun- 


tains, fenders them very unfit for ſupporting the 
noxious vapours of the between - decks - Art ao 


At Teneriffe may be procured fiſu preſerved by 


deſiocation; in particular, a great trade is carried 
on ener dig peter knows by tho ume 'of 
Bonito. 17 


Tye parts of the iſland which it bas AM poſ- _ 
VOL, I. | | D ſible 


* 


r Ix Pinus. 33 


x 


* 


parts of the iſland, as is atteſted by hiſtorical 


nin the month of June 12798, thers broke 


*. vort, u ab n 
Able to cultivate, are extremely fertile + this ig 
heat of theſe ſorts of lands, raiſes to their ſurface 


' portion of the waters with which they are 
e e- ee e ee 
2 more than ordinary vigour. | 
The 00 tn of Gn af this 

volcanic tones, and the dryneſs of ſame moun- 
tains, are ſo many cauſes which render ſeveral 
other places little fit for culture; the action of the 
fire, which has ſucceſlively extended, at epochs 
very diſtant from each other, to the different 


monuments, and the preſervation of plants which 
are peculiar to it, has, in theſe different places, 
retarded the period of a decompaſition, without 
which vegetation cannot take place. 

There had been no volcanic. ereption; og the 
iſland of Teneriſſe for ninety-two years, when, 


out a new volcano on the. ſouth·weſt fide of the 
Peak, as I was informed hy Citizen Gicquel, an 
officer in our navy, who touched at Santa Cruz 
on his return ſrom the bis \of Amme in tho 
RN 
ee g it giman_kica 
x aue“ Le Gros, Conſul e ee 

of 6 Ra | 
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„ On the 21ſt Prairial, 6th year (June gth, 
« 1798), the invlabitants of Santa Cruz heard 
„ tbrae hollow and repeated noiſes, whith very 
7 
a great diſtance in the night tbere was a 
* flight earthquake; and it was khowr the next 
« day that a volcand' bud broken out of the 
+ ſouth- weft fide of the Peak. At the begin- 
* ning of the eruption they teckonedt fiſteen 
« craters; theſe were foot: reduces tb twelve, 
and at the end of a month -thei® Were to be 
Den only two, whehce cotifiniuallyaffucd large 
— Which, vonmitech forth Wi ide lava, 
4 foloawed their projectile mobon, frequently 
„e ee dee, dates gef gil RN to 
the ground. 
We had been fo e war ber Atri- 
2 0 e that it had not been - 
fiBle * 0, etch | Nn al. the PEO com- 


1 . | 6 80 to bis 9 me 1 05 700 
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Ie how Teorife #0-procerd do the Cape of G 
Hope. — Different objervations.—Shining phe- 
 mnomenan.in tie ſea,' ſingularly phaſphoric. . An 
. moſt ordinam cauſe of ' the, phoſphorefeence of ſea- | 
water. — Four f the: Neri ſheep thrown 
overboard, and for what reqfon—Faint degree of 
eat quite. cloſe-. 10 the line — A much. greater 
variation of , the compaſs to the fouth' than to the 
. north of the equator —A very ea) method that 
we employ for fiveetening the freſh water which 
. beginning 10 putrefy.—4 very thick fog, 
ic occgſiom an elevation of the mercury in 
the barometer — A lunar e er at. 
I ths Gees of Good Hepes, N abe ad V 
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A'ntavy Frell ul” ſor near two days, pre- 
| vented us from ſhipping out ſupplies. We were 
not ready to ſail till the 23d of October. 
Very early in the morning we began to weigh. 
All the boats had been hoiſted in the day before, 
aſter we had unmoored; for it was neceſſary to 
endeavour to take advantage of the land breeze 
which ſeldom fails to ſpring up every morning. 
Befides, it was proper to-anticipate the period of 
the flood, which was to make about half * five 


o'clock. - 4 


AH. "Eo 9 
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ee rode by a hawſer made faſt to tlie Eng- 
i ſloop of war.” I muſt not omit this oppor- 
tanity of ſpeaking in praiſe of the Handſome be- 
haviour of the Captain, who, in the moſt oblig- 
ing” manner,” made à point of giving us all the 
aſſiſtance that we wanted for” getting under 

way. Our Admiral had, on his part, em- 
ployed every means of being uſeful to him when 
he had e a 3 35 us; and anchored 
in this road. It Fr F or ory 
A tow- line ee, the buoy of the Engliſh 
ſloop ſerved us to caſt by; and after having looſed 


our fails, we left the coaſt; by means of a light 


air of wind which laſted too ſhort a time for the 
Efptrance to take advantage of it, although ſhe 
had got under ſail a few minutes after us. Car- 
ried away by the flood; which immediately made;' 
ſhe was obliged to drop a kedge anchor, and 
warp ahead by it, in order to extricate herſelt 
eee e ee en 
get clear of the oa ſt. 1 

It was half pack nine o'clock-before the ſained 
us. The courſe was then fixed at ſouth by weſt. 

At noon we were in the latitude of 280 40“ 
north, and our longitude was 1836“ 40” welt. 
We at the ſame time ſet the Peak of Teneriffe; 
bearing weſt a8 north, + Han av of hs 
iſland of Canary, eaſt 24 ſouth; * DAS.” 
About one o —— Rl 
ö 1 2 was 
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was altered to :fouth-welk by ſquth, in ordey/to 
run between the, Cape de Verd iſlands and the 
main. We N * pretky dell recs f 
the eaſt ward. „ iat ont 
About ſix un crening the dend of c 
boxe north 387 weſt. tn Se 3677 n 
On che 26th the Bipiranee. leb us know her 
longitude, after having afed ours. The great 
from the dead reckoning and that which theshſrx : 
vation. had, gixen, left us ſome doubts, which de- 
the ſouth-weſt by. ſouth. courſe}, that we were 
ſteering befpre 3; but. ſome: ſubſequent obſerva- 
tions made us veſqme our firſt direction. Tho 
weather being very fine, we had nothing to fear: 
in approaching the coaſt. of Africa : beſides, tha 
lead would have appriſad us of its diftance fe 
veral myriameters at . Wo, 99:8, 187 
Tha nest motoing we were: out af fight of 
land, which now left us no doubt reſpecting the 
e in the: longiiude ec . time 
on board the Bſperance. 17 
Ws cxoſſedt the tropic of e e once 
nur emen 
6 aum aft; 94 1&4 
of - The wee was then at a8 inches 2 lines fs 
and the thermometer at 19% 11111) 1 Pt 
s] an came and bib 46 lbs eo 
1 5 of 
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of) one! of our fiſhermen was a very fine dolphin! 
ceifſary to ſet the whole ſhip's company in motion 
but the fi ſnerman having hauled it in with too 
much haſte, had the mortification re a 
part of the ja on the end of his-tiook. _ 

Since our departure from Teneriffe the wind 
| had varitil little from the north-eaſt. 

A common ſwallow ( hirundo ruftica) 1 
rived from Europe, followed us for ſome time 
without chooſing to alight on our ſhip: it ſoon 
directed its flight towards the coaſt of Africa! 
where it was certain of finding the inſects ow 


which-it ſubſiſts;- We were then in 40% nortd 


Womds and a2 3& welt longitude. --'- 1} :. + 
There being little wind, we . in 
great numbers, on the ſurface of the water, the 
meduſu, known” to naturaliſts by the name of 
meduſa caruvella, Linn. This ſpecies ſhould not 
be handled: without precaution; ſor, like ſeverall 
other Ma enn wn 1 1 8 
ful priekinggg + - 
"The fiſh known by the HR 
ſuck- ſiſi (eohencis remora, Linn.) generally fol- 
los the ſflark, to which it attaches itſelf, be- 
cauſe it" finds means of ſubſiſtence in the exere- 
ments of chat yoracious animal. It dees not 
however accompany it in & manner ſuffiaientl) 
OT RE TOY alſo very frequently other 
| 4 0 large 
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large fiſhes, and even ſhips; to the bottom of 
which it ſticks when it is tired of ſwimming. We 
ſaw ſeveral of them alongſide, which went from 
time to time and faſtened themſelves to ours; 
During che night we fell in with a numerous 
ſhoal of dolphins, which followed our veſſel: 
as they made a much more rapid progreſs 
than us, they ſeveral times ran round the ſhip, 
ſwimming with great velocity. It was eaſy to 
follow-them with the eye, although the night was 
very dark; ſor they leſt behind them a luminous 
trace: this phoſphoric light, which was produced 
by the agitated ſea - water, was the more brilliant 
as the darkneſs increaſed; and as the fiſh advanced 
with greater ſwiſtneſs: its courſe was then per- 
fectly diſtinguiſhable, even at ſeveral meters 
below the ſurface of the water. tn NRHA 
On the goth, we were in the ſeas where are 
met with the ravenous fi ſhes, ſuch as the bonito, 
the tunny, and others of the ſame genus, Which 
there find an abundant ſubſiſtence in; purſuing 
various ſorts of fiſhes, and in particular the 
flying-fiſh- 1(ex0cetus- {wolitans; Linn.). The 
bonitoes, which followed us, ſuffered themſelves 
to be taken with the; bait thrown out to them 
by our fiſhermen, this, however, was nothing 
more than a fey. feathers; ſo diſpoſed, that they 
exhibited: to the eyes of, this animal the ap- 
pearance of a flying-tiſh, and concealed the * 5 
. | r | n 


— 
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nor LA PEROUSE. - 1 
We had had, for ſome time, a little calm 
_ weather;' but the trade winds ſoon began to re- 
ſume their ſtrength. They were again interrupt- 
ed, on the 3d of November, by a ſtorm which 
laſted the whole night; and they ble the next 
morning as the preceding days 
On the -6th they left us in latitude 99 6 
north, and longitude 24% weſt. 
We experienced an oppreſſive heat, although 
the thermometer (I ſtill menn chat of. 1 
ſod at only 23% above . 
The goeland) noir of Buffon s 3 | 
Linn.) which had come | and ſettled on the 


ſprit· ſuil yard, eſcaped from one of our people, 


at the moment when he was WE, e 
wg bold oft} {2 (24/11) road water” ndff By 

A prodigious. nee ce e 
ted us night nor day; it was very aſtoniſhing 
that this fiſh was ene ee with- 

1 Abit — . 
On board the Eſperance the Silicamen ; were 
very ſucceſsful, while the; fiſh ſeemed to a—_ 
our line. 

The motteur of Buffon þ eee 
Linn.), which, as is well known, is a bird of 
paſſage, fatigued with having croſſed _—_— 
came and let-itſelf be caught on board. 

We Nb 0 calms for ſeventeen days i in 
a parallel of 5* in latitude; we got out of them 

I only 


| 
| 
| 


ſumed that, having been gathered under a pretty 
__ warnrand dryſky; 2 would ere 
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only: by ſtorms followed by wintls, which blew 


in ſqualls from caſt-north-eaft to fonth-Guths 


The petrel, or ſtorm - bird ( procellaria pelagica, 


Linn.), is not ſo certain a harbinger of ftorms, but 


that its ſudden appeazance is ſometimes followed 
by calms fur ſeveral days. We took a pleaſure 


in ſeeing theſe ſmall biods cume within a little 


diſtanti of the flern of our ſhip, to . their 
ſood on the: futfaverof the ſeal 
We were concerned to find that tho FOR 


| tables. and fruits/purchaſed at Teneriſſe did not 


keep ;: the heats and the humidity which ate ex- 
penienced/in this region of calms, very rapidly 
haflened their decompoſition; it was to by pre- 


than thoſe of Europe. 
-  Afinallſhark (/qualus Wie Linn) malic 
was not more than a meter long, becamaa victim 


to its voracity. Nothing comes amiſs to this 


animal when it is preſſed by hunger. When it 
was hauled in upon deck, it was ſoon cut in 


pieces; and every one carried off his bit. The 


ſhark, however, is not good eating; indepen- 


dently of the repugnance which its fondneſs:for 


human fleſti naturally inſpires, it is rather diffi- 
cult of digeſtiom a but at ſea there is not much 
il: To %%% 36% >; Fl choiee 
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| choice of food,; and freſh; provifions are vage 
preferred to ſalt meat. % 2970 
I found. adhering ä amber e 
the internal coats, and the ſuperior opening of ia 
Romach, ſome worms of the doris genus of Lin- 
nus, which were two centimeters in length: 
although the ſhark was dead, they did not eafily; | 
quit their hold; I ſaw now and then project the 
two tentacles which Dae, the diſtinctive 
characters of this genus. 11 27 duo! 
The mouth of the thark — ſituated. hen 
neath an elongsted roſtrum, ſubjecls it to- the 
neceſſity of turning almoſt. on its back to ſnap 
at the objects which it perceives. above it; ita 
whitiſh belly;, which is then diſtinguiſhable, 
even. at a great depth, on account of the limpi- 
dity of the ſea- water, appriſes the. fiſherman 


- when be ſhould draw in the ane, order * 


hook. this ie ent. 
r . 
let its. prey eſcape ; for, beſides ſeveral.rows..of 
teeth, arranged in a manner the moſt, fit, for, 
cutting the hardeſt ſubſtances, the inſide of its 
wouth is furniſhed with aſperities which counter- | 
dc the retreat of the bodies that it has jult ſeized, 
The ſhips, which trade to India would not 
hears. miſſed. the opportunity of collecting the 
fins of this animal, which, are in requeſt with 
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forme eruptions. 


„porn ix skanen 


the Chineſe, becauſs! they conſider hem in a 
powerful aphrodiſiac. 1 

The heat was intolerable en Dives was not 
a breeze; the thermometer, bowever, indicated 
but 23 above o; though we were no more 
than ge to the northward of the equator, and in 
the longitude of 20 50 eaſt. It ſhould ſeem 
that in theſe ſeas the thermometer is a very in- 
correct meaſure” of the ſenfible heat; for, al- 
though it ſtood at ſome degrees below what it 
frequently indicates in Europe in a fine ſeaſon, 
we experienced, not the leſs, an exceſſiye per- 


ſpiration, which 8 wee vary * 

be mareary inthe barometes led as is 
well known, undergo much vatiation between 
the tropics : the greateſt did not exceed 1 lines. 
It varied little from the height” of 28 inches 
2 lines, although we had had ſome very great 
ſtorms, which, being formed on tlie continent of | 


Africa, from which we were almoſt at the 'dif- 


fance- of fixty myriameters, er ee hy _—_ 
* north-eaſt and eaſt· north-caſt winds. 
On the 12th, we caught the — to 


ichthyologiſts by the name of baljfer verrucofur. 


We were ſurrounded by grampuſes, which 
were followed, mae by ſharks 
OO RNS" ö 
| A heavy 
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A heavy, wall from the ſouth-eaſt 'announced 
vinds from the ſame quarter, which were, blow- 
ing at a diſtance towards the equator, though, 
howexer, north-eaſt, winds are more generally. | 
obſerved, here at this ſeaſon, when the ſun is for 
near two months in the tropic of Capricorn. 
A ſhark, preceded by ſome fiſnhes xnown by 
the name of pilot-fiſh ſ gaſteraſteus ductor, Linn.), 
came near the ſhip and was caught: | ſeveral 


remoras, or ſuck-fiſh, thinking themſelves in 


ſafety becauſe. they had faſtened: to the body of 
this - animal, remained; &igking n euern 
time aſter it had been hauled in. i i 
Ass it was extremely hot, and the a 
ſmooth, the deſire of bathing getting the better 
of every other conſideration, Piron and Saint» 
Agnan jumped overboard a ſew hours e at 
the riſk of becoming tha prey: of {ame 0 | 
hark. Md}. gi o and 29 801 ONE 
ibs ring. Shah abs da an 
1 5 
ed with thick clouds in the ſouth-eaſt; threat- 
ened us with à vialent ſtorm. The night was very 
dark; immediately a luminous column of great 
extent iſſued from beneath theſe clouds, and, in 
its deſcent, came and alighted on the ſurſace of 
the water; the ſparkling. ſea was ſtill . ſhaded 
vith many dark intervals, when all on a ſudden 
it appeared like a theet of fre which was ſpread- | 
e ing 


Y __ 


— 
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ing towards us; it wes propelled by u very firong 
wind, which furrowed the waves 3 we faw our- 
ſelves ſurrounded by a fea of fire, and we then 
enjoyed: the ſight of one of the moſt btilliant 
phenomena of nature. It did not laſt long; 
but, during the reſt of the night, the ſea was 
much more luminous than ordinary in all the 
places Where it -was agitated, particularly in the 
wats of this ng and towards the top of the woves. 
' The vioterice of the ſquall had compelled us 
to lower the topſails, and even tra 2 / how 
fear of being taken abagk. 
The heat bad been  oppreffive / ion the 
whole day. We wee abreaſt of the opening 
of the immenſe gulf Which forms the bight of 
the eountries of Upper Guinea, the 66aft of 
which extends _ 
to the eaſt ward. 5 | 
The fea is e FC Who FRG 
of the coaſts which lis under the tropics than 
any where clſe; nature having there diſtributed 
with greater proſuſion the animalcules ou which 
its phoſphoreſcence depends, as I have had acea- 
non to remark: in ſeas very diſtant from each 
nn 
| Jpeftingithis phenomenon. 
Dole we ev ped 4 eee of ee 
nme currents had thenee brought the luminous 
A $440 | but 
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but it required a particular circumſtance to pro · 
duce ſo bright a light. The clouds, from which: 
had iſſued the wind that had recently agitated 
the water, had ſpread in the atmoſphere a ſupers 
abundance of electric matter, which euntributed 
to give the ſea the luſtre with which: we had 
ſeen it ſhine. It was by the great receſſianſof 
the two little balls of my electrometer, when ct 
poſed to the air, that I was able to judge how 
electric our atmoſphere was becom. 

A faint E 
bope of getting out of thoſe calm which are 
here met with in a much! greater extent thay in 
any other part of the ſea : it is particularly iu 
going to India that theſe contrarieties are the 
greateſt ; they appear to depend on the-yiewity 
of the, coaſt which navigators approach much 
nearer in going to the Cape of Good Hope; than 
in the route from the Cape to Europe ; ac - 
ingly the paſſages ſrom the Cape to Europe are 
generally en dme, 
to the Cape. bi a 1:71 
F N that; in 
going, to the Cape of Good Hope, there is an 
adxantage in croſſing the equator aned io: 
to the weſtward than is commonly done. 

The calms that are met with to 1 
ward of the <quator: are owing to the configu- 
NV 


3 | a few 
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a few degrees from the line, projects near three 
hundred myriameters toward the weſt; while the 
great diſtance at which a ſhip is from this land 
when ſhe is to the ſouthward of the equator, 
prevents the general winds of 3 hw: from: 
un thened wy change. D *g 0. 
[hid eee d ben /bottiks 60:48 din 
taken up the evening before during its phoſpho- 
reſcence, to examine the little luminous bodies 
whick are the cauſe of this phenomenon. © This 
water, poured into a glaſs, was ſet in motion in 
tube dark. I. immediately faw ſome luminous 
globules which differed in no reſpect from thoſe 
| Which are commonly remarked when the ſea is 
a gitated. It appeared to me quite an eaſy mat- 
ter to try to ſeparate theſe bodies, in order to 
ſee whether the water would ſtill preſerve its 
| phoſphoric quality: I ſtrained it through a piece 
ol white-brown paper: ſome molecules, very gela- 
- tinous and tranſparent, the fize 'of which was 
almoſt a third of a millimeter; remained in the 
ſtrainer, and from that time this ſea · water loft 
all its phoſphoreſcence, which I reſtored to it at 
pleaſure, by throwing therein the little mole- 
oules. It was neceflary not to leave theſe 'dimi- 
nutive animals expoſed long to the air, for they 
oon loſt all their phoſphoric properties 85 
I have ſeveral times repeated the ſame experi- 
men in ſeas — and each other, and 
wb ; : have 
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J have conſtantly found the ſame animalcules, 
which I conſider as the moſt ordinary cauſe of 
the ' phoſphoreſcence of fea-water. However 
they alone have not the property of etidebling 
the ſea luminous; ſeveral ſpeties of crabs, ſome 
very large molecules, &c. often quit the bottom 
of the waters to come and illumine their ſurface : 
I have frequently ſeeh theſe phoſphoric mole 
eules of the ſite of a double decimeter ; but I 
have always found, at the ſame time, the little 
dingen bodies which I have mentionet. 
In the tourſe of this day we learnt; that, on 
board of the Eſperance, four of the ſheep pro- 
cured at Teneriffe had been thrown overboard; 
it having been imagined that theſe animals dif- 
covered ſome ſymptoms of the diſeaſe which is 
ſaid to have been brought to us from America. 
On this occaſion were paſſed on the monks of 
the iſland a great many bad jokes, which I take 
to be void of foundation: 1 think, on the con- 
trary, that if the ſheep had been more firiftly 
examined, the ſhip's compaty would not have 
been deprived of this ſupply of freſh proviſions. 
Winds from the ſouth-ſouth-caſt, which began 
to blow on the 21{t of November, in the latitude 
of 4 31“ north, and longitude of 18 367 weſt, 
at length carried us out of theſe calms, which 
| at this ſeaſon of; the year moft commonly 
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prevail Come degrees wore (0 the fouth huor 
ſbips get into the general winds. _ 
The bird known by the name of man-of-war 
bird. (pelicanus, aquitus, Linn.) was the object of 
our admiration. On the 24th we perceived two, 
which, hovering at a prodigious height, were 
ee their rk. and en dt i appeared 
onthe ene ee e 

Theſe birds, no doubt, 8 
vation in order to embrace with their eyes an 
immenſe ſpace; but it is very aſtoniſhing that 
they can ſee from ſuch a diſtance the ſmall fiſhes 
on which they moſt commonly feed : fo. pene · 
trating a fight depends, perhaps, more on the 


diſpoſition of the humours of the:eye than on the 


great ſenſibility of the xetina, This inveſtigation 
e attention of the natural Niete. 


The war- of. war bird, as is well nene is 
Very rayenops after flying · fiſhes. As ſogn 48 it 
perceives any, it deſcends from the upper regions 
of the atmoſphere, and comes to fly at about 


2 hectometer above the ſurface. of the ſea; 


there it remains ready tu ſeize them. as ſoon as 
they riſe out of the water. All the motions: of 
the may-of-war bird are directed with admirable 
addreb : it does not deſcend head foremoſt, like 
the other birds which ſeck their. food upder 


water; with the fect and tail placed horizontally 


on 
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vn the fame level, it ſirikes the upper column a 
the air with its wings, and then raiſing them 
again, and fixing them one againſt the other 
above its back, that they may no longer oppoſe 
any-refiſtance to the air; it darts on its prey, and 
ſeizes'it at a little diſtance from the water.. 
While admiring the aſtoniſhing addreſs of this 
bird, the wiſhes of all of us were in fayour of 
the flying-fiſh ; but it ſeldom eſcapes: As it 
does not rife much above the ſea, the man- of- 
war bird would run the riſk of falling headlong 
therein, if it did not know how to ſtop itſelf in 
its deſcent, by lowering its wings, in order to _ | 
again and purſue another pre. 

Notwithſtanding the faculty which Nature 
has given to flying-fiſhes of living in the water, 
and of coming oat of it at pleaſure, it is difficult 
for them to avoid their numerous enemies: if 
they eſcape the voracity of the bonitoes, tunnies, 
and dolphins, by rifing out of the water, the 
man- of. war bird waits for them in the air; ſome 
of them, during this conflict, came and * 
a the ſhip. 

1 found in the e of Weed nee 
eee muſt be claſſed 
among thoſe of the genus faſciola of Linnæus, 
although their lower extremity, which is almoſt 
n has a very prominent Ang: Their 

x nnn haze 
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Haze is two centimeters; they are terminated by 
a tube which is half the length of their body. 
The ſouth-eaſt and fouth winds blew with fo 
much obſtinacy, that we were not able to 
croſs the equator till the 28th, about eleven 
o'clock at night, in the longitude of 26® weſt, 
While it had been propoſed to croſs it 8 or 10 
more to the eaſtward. 7 5 
It is not uſual, at this epoch, to iis, 
in theſe parts, winds which hang ſo long to the 
ſouth and ſouth-eaſt ; for, the ſun being already 
far advanced in the tropic of Capricorn, the ge- 
neral winds commonly draw to the eaſtward. 
The fix or eight miles which we had been 
daily carried to the northward when we were 
detained by the calms, and the ſwell that came 
from the ſouth and ſouth-eaſt, brought us ac- 
quainted with the unexpected OY of _—— 


winds, 


- The thermometer obſerved at nownk FR 
laſt weck, had not ftood at more than aa“, and 
frequently 215, although we were very near the 
equator: it is aſtoniſhing to ſee, that, at ſo ſmall 

aà diſtance from the line, this inſtrument did not 
indicate a greater degree of heat: but, beſides 

the general cauſes, ſuch as the perviouſneſs of | 

the waters of the ſea to the ſun's rays, 'the little 
denſity of the water, and its evaporation; which 

- hinder the — from imbibing as much 

heat 
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heat as on land, in the ſame latitude we had for 
ſome days had a light breeze, which he) not a, 
little contributed to cool the air; 

Seamen are in the habits of cniftening; in 
their way, the perſons who croſs the line for the 


firſt time; in French ſhips this baptiſm is per- 
formed by ſouſing them with ſeveral buckets of 

ſalt water; this-is ſometimes practiſed in ſuch a 
manner as to divert thoſe- who are ſure of not 
being ſluiced. One of the ſailors, who is called 
Le bon homme la ligne, deſcends from the main- top 
with an oakum beard, and comes and preſides 


mn eh ef 
91 , WW 8 0 & The 


eee ane me 
particular account of this ceremony, as practiſed on board of 
Engliſh men of war. 

Whenever a ſhip croſſes the-line or the txopicy oge of the 
ſeamen, who is ſuppoſed to be © a fellow of | infinite jeſt, 
being dreſſed in a whimſical manner to repreſent Neptune, 
goes over the bows, and; through à ſpeaking trumpet, hai the 
ſhip, aſking her name; that of her commander; whence ſhe 
came; and whither ſhe is bound? Theſe queſtions being reſolved, | 
he riſes majeſtically from the briny waves, and wielding his 
trident, oomes on the forecaſtle, accompanied by his conſort, who 
is perforated” by another ſeaman, alſo' fantaſtically attired. ' 
Being ſeated in his car (which is previouſly prepared, and is 
generally compoſed of a half. dub fixed on 4 grating,” laſhed'to 
capſtern bars), he is borne on the ſhoulders of his ſuite, and 
carried in proceſſion from the forecaſtle to the quarter - deck. 
| The watery god there welcomes the captain to his dominions, : - 
pi a 4-241 . 
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The Admiral, fearing that we ſhould not all 
equally reliſh this farce, forbade that — wm 
ſhould be ducked; - + 

On the 29th of bias the had 
Beaume's areometer for | falts, gave me 37g, 
when e 
tude. | 

The currents ſet us to the n Thie 
winds, as is well known, are, in this vaſt ſea, the 
principal * * the —— — wok * 
waters. 

We bad every hace de e 40 5 
long paſſage; beſides,” the Efperance did not 
hold ſo good a wind as us. We were afraid 
that the want of water would. oblige us to. touch 
on the eoaſt of Brazil; n 


F e 
them, | his. accuſtomed tribute, which conſiſts of a ſhilling each 
from the men, and a preſent in liquor from the officers.” Such 
of the ſliip's company as are unable to pay this tribute, are 
obliged to ſubmit to the penalty of being ſhaved, in order to he 
in a condition to be preſented to his aquatic majeſty, This cere- 
mony is performed in the following manner: the novice being 


ſeated over a large tub of ſalt water, in lien of a lather of ſoap, 
. his chin is'beſmeared with tar, and a piece of ruſty iron hoop 


ſupplies the place of a razor, The operation. is terminated. by tho 


| Inſolvent- tributary undergoing rſt, a ducking in the tub over 


which, he ſits, and afterwards a gapious ablution of ſalt- water 


. from Neptune's attendant Tritons, It is almoſt unneceſſary to 


r 
bare 
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have been the more vexations; as it would have 
totally deranged the plan of our voyage; ſor it 
was neceſſary ſor us to follow the ſeaſoris, in 
order to explore nnn 11 
were to viſit. 

On the 17th of December we dated he 
tropic of Oy in the ee of 285 
wefl.- * . £ 
Wi On board the Sſphincos weng taker opens 
of a hundred bonitoes-a day; while all our moſt 
expert fiſhermen together never caught more 
than ten in a day, and even that very ſeldom. It 
was not, however, immaterial to the health of the 
ſhips companies whether they lived on frefh 
proviſions or ſalt- meat. a 

On the 18th of December, hen we er 
the latitude of 2 5 20 ſouth; and in the longi- 
tude of 28 42” weſt, the thermometer obſerved 
at noon ſtood at 19 above o, and at 17 before 
ſun- riſe, although that luminary was not far from 
our zenith. The cold had beem fo great during 
the night, as to'oblige our people te wear their 


wo ollen clothes. 


We had depended on weſterly winds enen 
proaching the coatt- of Brazil; they were, on the 
contraty, from the eaſtward; but having druwm 
aft, we had been enabled to go free for a ſort · 
night, till we arrived at the 28th degree of ſouth 
A OI REID of 
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It was ta be preſumed that in this latitude we 
ſhould meet with variable winds, which would 
ſavour our route towards the Cape of Good 
Hope ; but they On be cnn 

to us. 

On the 26th of December we had ſtill 1 
eaſterly. winds, although we had paſſed the 
latitude of 291“ ſouth. The ſun, which for 
ſeveral months paſt extended its greateſt heat in 
this hemiſphere, had receded from the ad of 
the general winds. 

The length of our paſſage — oor nella 
ance. of water to be reduced to a my _ 
each; man. 

As ſoon as the — had got round * the. 
north · caſl and north, the currents, which before 
{ct to the weſtward, became ſcarcely perceptible. 

Although on the 27th we were at a very great 
diſtance from the Cape of Good Hope, we al- 
ready perceived the albatroſs (diomedea exulans), 
which is there found in conſiderable numbers. 
-. A- circumſtance worthy of remark is the vari- 
ation of the compaſs being much greater to the 
ſouthward than to the northward of the equator; 
ſor from the 14th degree of north latitude to the 
equator, in the ſpace compriſed between the 23d 
and 26th degrees of weſt longitude, the differ- 
ence was only 3%, or from 149 to 119; while in 
the ſame ſpace in latitude towards the ſouth, and 
F of weſt longitude, that is, from the 26th de- 
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groe to the goth, the variation of the oo 
ſs extended from 11 to 35 towards the weſt, 
which makes 89 of variation ſouth of the nnter, | 
while north of it the needle had varied only 35 in 
a ſpace almoſt as great. 
s not the proximity of the coaſt of Brazil one 
of the principal caufes of this difference? 
The leaſt variation obſerved was 1* 507 in the 
latitude of 259 ſouth, and longitude of 299 welt; 
There is, no- doubt that the difference of longi- 
tude in theſe ſeas has much mare influence on 
the variation of the magnetic needle, than the 
difference of latitude, The variation ſenſibly in- 
creaſed as we advanced to the eaftward,. - ../ 
One of the officers took the diſtances of the 
moon from the ſun, in a poſition. ſomewhat 
inconvenient, with one of Dollond's braſs ſex- 
tants, the radius of which was two double deci- 
meters: he perceived a cauſe of error, which it 
would have been difficult to ſuſpect. The radii 
of this inſtrument, although extremely heavy, 
Vere ſtill ſo. weak as to bend, and thus cauſe 
a derangement in the pararelliſm of the glaſſes, 
when the obſerver reſted it with a little weight 
againſt his breaſt, The ſame effect did not take 
palace in the wooden ſextants, becauſe their radii, 
being much thicker, do not yield we ee | 
which affects thoſe made of braſs. 
This ſource of error is an additional reaſon for- 
giving an excluſive preference to the reflecting 


* 
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citele of Citiren Borda. The facility with wich, 


by means of croſs obſervations, is corrected the 
error that might proceed from the graduation, 
grves it a very decided ſuperiority over all others, 
when it is wiſhed to aſcertain the longitude by 
the obſervation of diſtances of the moon. from 
the fun, or from a ftar. 

I am ſorry that this valuable infirement, al- 
thongh extremely eaſy to be uſed, is as yet little 
known. Each of our officers had one, which in 
the courfe of the voyage became an inftrument 
to be depended on in the hands of all. 


An obſerver, of any experience, may afcertain 


the longitade within two or three myriameters. 


wie have reafon to hope that in proportion as 
the lunar tables ſhall acquire greater perfection, 


the calculation of the longitudes from theſe 


_ obſervations will be ſtiH much nearer the truth. 


The plants which I had collected at Tene- 


riſfe, although quite dry at the time of my 


departare, had, while we had remained under 
the tropics, become covered with a very thick 


- mildew, which was attached to the under part of 


the leaves, where, as is well known, the ab- 


ſorbent pores are extremely numerous; and my 


collections had been greatly damagec. 
The water kept in a ſtate of diffolution by the 


air, by means of the direct heat of the ſun, is in 


the open ſea, between the tropics, ſo much more 
* than that with which the air can be 
loaded 
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6 ſuch a heat, that every thing that 
is not expoſed to the ſun is affected by great hu- 
midity; it is, for this reaſon, very difficult there to 
preſerve from ruſt iron ee v anterenths 
beſt poliſhed ſteel, 

During the whole time that we e 08 
between the tropics, the mercury in the bharame- 
ter had not riſen above 28 inches 4 lines, and it 
had not fallen below 28 inches 1% line. 

We were well aware that our ſtock of water 
would not preſerve its purity in the ſuffocating 
heats which we experienced; but it would have 
been difficult to preſume, that, having on board 
fome rneans very eafy to be adopted for ſweeten- 
ing the water, before the daily allowance was 
ſerved out, theſe means would not- go been 
effectually employed. $20 

The water kept on ſhipboard, es in 
long paſſages the ſame decompoſition as ſtagnant 
waters, and this decompoſition is fingularly ac- 
celerated by the heat of the climate. There then 
ariſes from it ſo great a quantity of inflammable 
air, that a perſon runs a riſk of being ſuffocated 
in going down into the hold where it is depo- 
fited. ' This accident however is very uncom- 
mon, becauſe the opening which leads thither, 
allows part of theſe noxious miaſmatu to eſcape. 
It is not the leſs true, that theſe often produce 
nn. ſevers, the * of which is propor- 

tionate 
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ttonate to the nn *. that eee the 
water. 
As this gas, the ſpecific gravity of which was 
add aloertained, by Prieſtley, is much lighter 
than the atmoſpheric air, and as it has beſides 
little adherence to the water, it is eaſy to ſepa- 
rate the ſormer ſrom the latter, and to reſtore to 
this beverage its primitive purity: for. this it is 
fafficient to agitate it for a quarter of an hour. 
We bad on board a machine which perfectly 
anſwered this end: it was a large tub of the ſize 
of a double bectoliter: when it was three ſourths 
filled with water, there were turned round in 
its middle, by means of a-winch and a catch» 
wheel, four large iron plates difpoſed in the 
ſorm oſ a croſs; the water then received a ſtrong 
agitation, which, by diſengaging the inflam- 
mable gas with which it was impregnated, re- 
ſtored to it, at the ſame time, the pure air of 
which it had been partly deprived; and, however 
tainted it was before, it did not, in a very little 
while, differ from the beſt water. 


This proceſs, which is very eaſily 8 
completely reſolves the numerous ſeries of queſ- 
tions which ſome natural philoſophers have pro- 
poſed to navigators, reſpecting the means of ren- 
dering freſh water drinkable when it becomes 


It 


putrid on board a ſhip. 
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It will hardly be believed, that, with ſo fimple 
a mean of ſweetening water, there was eften 
diſtributed to us ſome in almoſt as putrid a ftate 
as if it bad juſt come out of the hold; but the 
aſtoniſhrhent will. ceaſe, when it is known that 
the officer of the watch, charged to ſuperintend 
this operation, generally abandoned it to the 
care of a ſailor, who, being ſoon tired of turning 
the winch, almoſt always thought the water 
ſufficiently agitated before it was drinkable: it 
would have been more proper to have entruſted 
| the ſuperintendance of this operation to the 
ſurgeon, as ſeveral of us obſerved; for it was 
not indifferent to the health of all, whether it was 
well or ill executed. However, the officer of 
the watch did not the leſs continue to be let 
charged with this duty. 

On the 29th of December, with a ſky entirely 
free from clouds, the thermometer ſtood at 19% 75, 
and the barometer at 28 inches 3 lines, when the 
wind, at north-by- eaſt, brought us all on a fud- 
den, about noon, a very thick fog, which con- 
cealed from us, for a quarter of an hour, the 
fight" of the ſun. It is very remarkable, that, 
inſtead of occafioning a fall of the mercury in 
the barometer, this fog made it riſe 14 line du- 
ring the whole time that it ſurrounded us. 1 
dare not hazard any conjecture in attempting ts 


give an explanation of this phenomenon : it will 
the 


= VOYAGE IN SBAKCH 


the more 'aſtoniſh natural 'philoſophers, - as it 
ſhould ſeem that this circumſtance ought to 
have diminiſhed the elaſticity of the air, inſtead 
of increaſing it; befides, nothing announced 
that this fog was occaſioned by the ne of 

a volcano. 

On the zd of January 1792, we enjoyed the 
fight of a rainbow, produced by the rays of the 
moon: this planet was, about ten o'clock at 
night, ſurrounded by two concentrie circles; 
they exhibited all the colours of the rainbow in 
an order oppoſed to each other. The largeſt of 
theſe circles did not occupy more than five de- 
grees in the heavens. As this phenomenon, 
produced by the decompoſition of the light of 
the moon, appeared between her and us, the 
colours of the iris muſt neceflarily preſent them- 
ſelves in the inverſe order of thoſe which the 
ſun diſplays ; fince, in this latter caſe, the ſpecta- 
tor is between the rainbow and the planet; ac- 
cordingly, the ſmalleſt circle, which gave to its 
inner edge a red colour, was terminated out- 
wardly by a violet colour, while the violet 
formed the inner edge. of the PET * 
the red its outer edge. 

We were then in the aer 325 42 abb, 
and longitude®7* weſt. 

On the 7th of January, is at 
_ paſſed 
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— in the . 
tw of 33 ſouth, 

Aſter having dipped Beaume's pager 
10 ſea- water, in order to aſcertain its ſpeci- 
fic weight, I had 3, which affords the fame 
reſult as that I had already obtained in the 
vicinity of the equator. It ſhould therefore ap- 
pear, that the ſaltneſs of ſea - water differs not pex- 
ceptibly, oven at great diſtances in ſeas ſo une- 
qually heated by the rays of the ſun, 3 
On. the gth of January we began to 5 
the crews of both ſhips in firing with ball : 
prize of ſmall value was the reward of thoſe Fes 
hit the mark, which was fixed at the end of one 
of the fore-top-maſt ſtudding· ſail booms; It was 
obſerved. with pleaſure, that moſt of them took 
pretty good aim, although they had not been 
in the leaſt habituated to fire-arms. It was not a 
matter of indifference on ſuch an expedition. in 
the courſe, of which we might ſometimes be 
under the neceſſity of defending ourſelves againſt 
the ſavages, that all ſhould know pombe uſe the 
arms that we had on board. 

The Captain of the Eſperance Sooke nods 
faſt to a buoy half of à very. fine tunny, which 
he was ſending to the Admiral, the line did not 
come near enough for us to reach it; a ſailor 
jumped overboard, in order to ſwim after it, 
ee is was Kage that a' ſhark had been 

caught 
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and that the little wind which then blew muſt 
have increaſed the apprehenſion of meeting with 
another, that would perhaps have carried: off 
'one of our beſt ſeamen. 

Having now got into the latifade of 3 35 
ſouth, aſter having reached the longitude of 5 
weſt, the bonitoes ſtill followed us in very nume- 
rous ſhoals, although it is by no means common 
- to meet with ſo many in this high Jatitude. The 

northerly winds were probably one of the princi- 
pal cauſes which lead theſe fiſhes far a their 
habitual abode. 
I ſhall remark, that if our fiſhermen were lef 
expert than thoſe of the Eſperance, they were 
alſo leſs favoured. It was from the boatfwain 
that were obtained the fiſhing-lines. Ours, 
during the whole voyage, diftributed them with 
ſo niggardly a hand, that in the end he baniſhed 
from the mind of the ſailors all inclination to 
fiſh. It was the firſt lieutenant's duty to make 
him ſenſible of the fatal effects of this improper 
conduct; but he gave Src no concern. avout 
the matter. 4 
The ſea- 5 Know by G thee of: the me- 
duſa velella, took advantage of the calm; to 


come and float in great numbers on the ſurface 
of the ſea. This ſpecies differed in no reſpect 


from ** which had tepentedly met ith in 
42 . = the 
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the Mediterranean, where it is a Ml} in great 
- requeſt with ſeamen. 

It was of the | higheſt pods that we 
ſhould have veſſels that did not leak; yet ſcarcely | 
had we leſt Breſt Water before it was neceffary to 
have recourſe ' to the pump. As we made two 
centimeters of water an hour, we were obliged 
to pump the ſhip out twice a day. This precau- 
tion was the more indiſpenſable, as the water 
would have got to our ſtock of falt; an object 
of the greateſt 'conſequence in the voyage that 
we were undertaking. The quantity of water 
that came into 8 hold Seen Wade no bar. 
ther progreſs.” | 

Tho detweanctiths was ſo NY "FO nile 
ſeveral months elapſed before'we could find out 
the ſituation of this leak. We at laſt perceived' that 
it was behind'a knec. The ſhip being lightened, 
it was diſcovered that a tree-nail had been for- 
gotten, and that the hole where it ought to have 
been placed had been covered only with pitch. 
The water had not been long in penetrating 
through this coat of Ruff; a bolt was imme 
diately driven inte ihe 1 and the dp Leen 


no more. 


The albatroſſts of the Cape of God "OY: | 
which were ſeen in pretty large numbers, au- 
noumced to us the vicinity of this ſouthern - <o 
benny of Africa. We in fact got fight of the 

"VOL. I. | land 
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land on the 16th of January, about eight o'clock 
in the morning. We were then at the diſtance 
of four myriameters from Table Bay. 

The currents, which, at the time of the gene- 
ral winds, had made us Joſe ſo much ground, 
| having fortunately taken a contrary direction when 
we had met with the variable winds, the weſting 
we loſt was nearly balanced by the caſting we 
made. Our land-fall at the Cape of Good Hope 
confirmed this obſervation. It may eaſily be con- 
ceived, that, with the exception of a few irregu- 
larities in the variable winds, the tendency of 
the waters to find their level muſt determine 
thoſe which are in the latitude of theſe winds to 
flow back towards the eaſt, in proportion as the 
general winds carry to the weſtward thoſe who 

courſe they direct. 
The proximity of the land bad alſo been an- 
nounced to us by a change in the colour of the 
waters of the ſea, which is occaſioned By the 
elevated bottom on which they repoſe. 

Some ſeals of the ſpecies which Buffon has 
denominated petit phogue (phoce pigſilla, Linn.), 
came within a ſmall] diſtance of our ſhip to 
{eek their ſubſiſtence in the great heaps of 
ſea-weed, called fucus pyriferus, which were 
ſeen floating on the ſurface of the ſea : theſe 
animals frequently fled, at the fame time raiſing 


themſelves by ſudden ing; above the water; 
then 


bas: . 
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then their two hind feet, which they drew to- 
gether in the form of fins, ſerved them as a 
point of ſupport on the water, the ſurface of 
which was to them what a vaſt Plain is to an 
active quadruped. \ 

We fell rather to leeward of the entrance of 
Table Bay, which gave us little hopes of reach- 
ing the anchorage in the courſe of the day. 

We could have wiſhed for a finer day to 
make the land; for there fell a great deal of rain, 

and the ſhore was often concealed from us His a 
thick fog. | ; 

About ſeven o'clock in the evening we were- 
a myriameter and, a half from the mountain of 
Hout Bay, which bore from us weſt 30 45 north; 
the pitch of the Cape north by weſt 3 and. the. 
Lion's. Head weſt 30 north. T7 | 

Near this point of bearing we founded i in 15 | 
fathoms water, over a bottom of coral. | 

. The fea was extraordinarily phoſphoric Aae 
the whole night, which we paſſed at a little diſ- 
tance from the coaſt. I remarked a vaſt quan- 
tity of luminous points in all the places where | 
the water was agitated: this phoſphoreſcence 
differs from that which is commonly, obſerved at 
ſea, only by its being more intenſe,” owing to a 
greater number of, phoſphoric globules. Theſe 
little bodies are, as I have already ſaid, much 
more, numerous near the coaſts than in the open 


rc & » ie. 
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ſea, in the fame latitude. I again examined 
them, after having ſtrained the water that con- 
tained them; they differed in no reſpect from 
thoſe which I had before obſerved : I ſtill dif- 
tinguiſhed the ſame little tranſparent, globular 
molecules, the ſize of which Was about a third 
of a millimeterr. 

A light breeze from the auewed ned 
us in the afternoon of the next day, the 17th of 
January, te direct our route towards the en- 
trance of Table Bay. As ſoon as it had freſhen- 
ed up a little, we ſteered, with all fail ſet, ſouth- 
eaſt by eaſt, for Hangman's Point, which we 
ranged very cloſely along, carrying with us 
pony: * ne _ _ bs) five * 
It was half oa five Sleek when we anchored. 
 in;four fathoms water, the bottom gray ſand, 
at the difiance- of a kilometer from the ſhore; 
the tom clock bearing welt 38 ſouth ; the 
flag taff of Lion's Rump weſt 30 north; the. 
pavilion of the northernmoſt een 435 north 4 
and\Robben'Ifland north 10 eſt. 
We had not n fick man- on board, although 

the lengtlic of bur paſſuge bad reduced us bo” 
a very ſlender allowance of Water; but en- 
denvburs bac been made to compenfäte fer 
tis privation by a great uſe of various kinds of 


antffeorbuties. n fort 8 
* 4 ba ſome 
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ſome and very pleaſant, compoſed of brandy, 
vinegar, ſugar, and water, had been daily ſerved 
out to the ſhips' companies towards the end of 
this paſſage. The ſhip had been ſumigated twice 


a day. 


The greateſt care had been .taken, to 


make the failors change their clothes, whenever 
they. got wet; and it was a ſatisfaction to ſe 
that ſo many precautions, bad not been ee | 


in vain. @. 
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CHAPTER 10, 


1 at the Cape of Good Hope. — Depoſotions of 
two French Captains, by which it appears that, 
| being at Batavia, they had learnt from Com- 
modore Hunter, that he had ſeen at the Admi- 
ralty Iſlands ſome natives drefſed in the uniform 
of the French navy.—Captain Bligh, ſent from 
England to procure the bread-fruit tree at the 
Society Iſlands. — Violence of the ſouth-eaſt 
wind. Loca] cauſe which increaſes their im- 
petugſity.— A flave-ſhip.—Various excurſions to 
ie mountains in the vicinity of the town.— 
'  Impudence of the Fiſcal.— Journey 10 Franche- 
Hoek. aeg 85 


Tywo officers of health of Cape Town came 
on board to ſatisfy themſelves that we brought 
no contagious diſorders: it is particularly the 
ſmall-pox which they dread ; for that malady, 
which is not endemical in this country, makes 
here, as well as throughout all India, the moſt 
- dreadful ravages when brought from abroad. 
A captain of a merchant-ſhip, arrived from 
Bourdeaux a few days before us, came alſo to 
inform us, that the commander of the nayal 
„ | forces 


- 
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forces in the Iſle of France, after keine re- 
ceived ſome information reſpecting the fate of 
La Perouſe, had diſpatched to the Cape a frigate 
to bring an account of it to- the commander of 
the expedition ſent in ſearch of that unfortunate 
navigator. The frigate had ſailed ſome days | 
before to proceed to the Iſle of France. 
Admiral D'Entrecafteaux immediately ſent an 
officer to wait on the Governor of the Cape, Id 
order to ſettle the ſalute. This officer received 
from the French Charge d Affaires, the diſpatches | 
which Citizen Saint Felix, commander of our, 
naval forces in the Indian ſeas, had ſent to Ad- 
miral D Entrecaſteaux by the Atalante frigate, 
Captain Bolle, who had failed again almoſt, © 
immediately, to return to the Iſle of France. 
The following is the letter addreſſed to the 
Admiral, with the depofitions of two Captiins 
of merchant-veſſels, who were at Batavia during 0 
the ſtay that Commodore Hunter made there, 
on his return ſrom Botany Bay in a Hutch 
ſhip, after wo: had been „ NE 
—_— * 


» „ dan 
; 89 Gn CH 4.0 
— 
” * * 


out 
* 


|» Tudia Station, to, Admiral D'Emrecateauxs... 
Flearn by private letters, that you do not in- 
tend to touch at the Iſle of France until your 
| 4 return 
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return from the important expedition which you | 
gre going to undertake. Deprived of the hope 
with. which I had flattered myſelf, of having the 
bonour of ſeeing you, I haſten to tranſmit to 
you, at the Cape of Good Hope, two accounts 
relative to the object of your . miſſion, which 
have juſt been given to me by the Captains of 
two French ſhips arrived from Batavia. You will 
there ſee by what accident a Dutch ſhip, having 
on board Commodore Hunter, commander of the 
Engliſh. frigate Syrius, as well as his crew, had 
ſeen, near the Admiralty Iſlands in the South 
Sea, men covered with European cloths, and 
particularly ſome clothes which he judged to be 
French uniforms. You will alſo, ſee. that the 
Commodore had no doubt of their being the 
remains of the wreck of M. de la Perouſe, 
whom be had ſeen at Botany Bay. | 
I have. thought that the knowledge of theſe 
reports would be intereſting to you, and have 
indeed judged them ſufficiently important to de- 
termine me to make you acquainted with them 
directly, by a frigate which I fend to the Cape 
ſolely for this purpoſe. Captain Bolle, who 
commands her, will, if he does not find you 
there; leave my diſpatch with-the French' Charge 
& Afaires, in order that it may be delivered to 
* me eee Although no official av- 
My „ S ent counts 


10 


rt Fl 


or LA PEROUSE,” ” 75 
eounts of your expedition authorize me to ſends 
frigate on this ſervice, I am certain of his Ma- 
jeſty's approbation of the ſtep which I have taken 
in this reſpect, as much from the confideration 
of the public intereſt, as from the wiſh of my 
heart. It was reſerved for you to acquire claims to 
the gratitude of the whole nation, by accepting 
the command of an expedition, which does 
equal honour to the ſovereign who orders it, and 
the officer by whom it is executed. Whatever 
route you may take, you will be ſollowed by my 
wiſhes for your ſucceſs, and by the IA IgE: 
and Mee attachment with n Jam, &. 


Gigned) Sar rau, 
Me of M | | 


9 November 1791. 2 0439/0 


8. Noon en, 
Account given to the Chef de Diviſion Saint Felix, 
Commander on the India Station, iy Captain 

Preaudet,; - Fei 221 I * 

' from Batavia. BN 50 
"Phe Engliſh - frigate Mi nA 4 7 
Commodore Hunter, bound ſor New Holland, 
was loſt on Norfolk Iſland, in the South Sea, to- 
wards the end of the year 1790. The crew were 
taken up by the ſioop of war which was follow 
ing her in her mifgion, and bas returned to 
Botany Bay, where Commodore Phillip freighted 
a ſmall 
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a ſmall Dutch veſſel to convey to England the 
ſhipwrecked crew, with their nee, Com- 
modore Hunter. 
Having leſt Botany Bay in dhe veſſel, and 
- -- miſting to touch at Batavia, Commodore Hun- 
ter was thwarted by the winds and currents, and 
carried to the eaſtward as far as the 167thꝰ of lon- 
- gitude from the meridian of Greenwich. Wiſhing 
to paſs through St. George's Strait, he got fight 
of the Admiralty Iſlands, fituated in the 147th? 
of io from the meridian of Greenwich, and 
in 3? 25” ſouth latitude. Near that lying moſt 
to the eaſtward,” he ſaw ſeveral boats filled with 
men covered with European ſtuffs and pieces 
of cloth; be could even diſtinguiſh the uni- 
ſorm of the French navy. Theſe people made 
ſignals with white flags ſor the ſhip to approach. 
For this Commodore Hunter had the ſtrongeſt 
qeſire; but it was impoſſible to eſſect it, on ac- 
count of the contrariety of the currents and 
winds, and the danger of numerous ſnoals. 
Commodore Hunter had ſeen La Perouſe at 
Botany Bay, and was particularly intimate with 
bim. He had learnt from him that it was his 
intention, on leaving Botany Bay, to paſs 
through St. George's Strait, in order to get to 
the northward. He has no doubt that it was on 
_ theſe iſlands that the Aſtrolabe and Bouſſole 
+4 Batik iN 37 30W.;,! 8 - were 
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were loſt, in conſequence of the calms and vio- 


lent currents which prevail in that quarter. He 


told me that he himſelf was carried to the caſt- 


ward fix hundred miles in ten days by the ftrength 


of them, as was proved by repeated obſervations 


of the longitude, by time-keepers, and the fight 


of land. In a word, Commodore Hunter, Who 


was af Batavia, and whom I ſaw in the voyage I 
have recently made, appears to me to be fully per- 


ſuaded, that the European clothes which he ob- 
ſerved in the boats that came from the Admiralty 


Iſlands, are the remains of the ſhipwreck. of the 
voſſels under the command of La Perouſe. 


Commodore Hunter is at preſent on his paſ- 


ſage to return to England, whence France will 
probably receive from him more enn 
details on this ſubject. 


After what the Engliſh communes has BW 


rienced on approaching the Admiralty. iſlands, 


he thinks, that a veſſel which wiſhed to go 


thither, ought to take the precaution to get 


into their latitude in good time, in order to. 
prevent her from being carried away by the cur- 


rents, which ſet to the n with W 


rapidit x. 
's ' Done at th I of France, the 6th of No- 
vember 17911. 
W igned) Pazavonr, -- 


Captain of the ſhip Jafon. 
| Account 


f 


76 | VOTAGE/ IN SEARCH 


Account given by Pierre Magon Lepinay, Captain 
f the Ship Marie-Heltne, arrived from Batavia. 
to the Chef de Diviſion Saint — Commander 
en the India Station. 1170 

The commander and officers of the Eoglih 


frigate Syrius, aſter that ſhip was wrecked on 


Norfolk Iſland, were conveyed to Botany Bay, 
whence they ſailed in a ſmall Dutch veſſel, 


which brought them to Batavia at the end of 
pe are d e eek after a paflaße of about 


fix months. 


One or two days after having weathered St. 
George's Channel, very early in the _— 
they got fight of both the Admiralty Iflands, to 
which they were very near; * had” alle 
ſounded without finding bottom. 
They ſaw come out from the iſlands two 


large canves, containing about a dozen men, 


who would not come on board the veſſel, but 
approached pretty near her. It was then very | 
moderate weather. The veſſel had againſt her 
rather a ſtrong current, which drove her of 
the iſland; beſides, the Dutch Captain was not 
fond of going near the land. It was remarked, 
that two of the men who were in * | 


had ſaſhes fimilar to thoſe worn by officers 3 


N they made Agns as 1 if they withed to 


. 
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# * 
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be ſhaved ; ſeveral of them had on their clothes 
pieces of red and blue cloth, which proved that 
they had had ſome communication with Euro- 
peans. As Captain Hunter, commander of the 
Syrius, had, before his departure from Botany 
Bay, learned from La Perouſe, himſelf. that his 
plan was to paſs through St. George's Channel, 
the officers of that frigate. are all perfuaded, 
that he had unexpectedly. fallen in Ws | 
lands, and been there loſt. 

I, the underwritten, do certify, that this, 
count is conformable to what I have gathered 
from different conyerſations with the officers of 
the Syrius frigate, who, aſter that frigate was 
wrecked, arrived at Batavia, in a ſmall Dutch 
veſſel ee ** en £ nn. et. x 
October. 


Lea tba Pleo Leman, 
zus of 'Brivice LHR 


31 Oftober 1791. 1 een 
15 ee eee 75 < 
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p 8 Hunt n ons Bas! 
tavia with: his commiſſioned:officers, \in'order/to 
proceed ita England, was at the Cape of Goo 
Hope ati the moment of our arrival there, we had 

bebe e e nn ags 
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in regard to what he had ſeen at the Admiralty 
Hands.” We were not a little [ſurpriſed that 
the Commodore ſet ſail from Table Bay two 
hours after we had dropped anchor. He proba- 
bly was well acquainted with the object of our 
miſſion, ſor we were expected at the Cape, and 
the Admiral's flag left no doubt of our being the 
ſhips deſtined to go in ſearch of La Perouſe. 
It appeared to us very aſtoniſhing that he had 
not himſelf ſought to give us the information 
which Captains Preaudet- and Magon Lepinay 
had collected from him and his officers at Ba- 
tavia. We had reaſon to be very much ſur- 
priſed that Commodore Hunter not only had let 
tranſpire at the Cape no account which could 
make it be believed that he bad met with ſa- 
vages dreſſed in the French naval uniſorm, but 
that he had ſaid to ſeveral members of the 
regency, and even to his ſriend Mr. Gordon, 

that be had no knowledge of the facts announced 


on the arrival of the Atalante. Nothing in- 5 


dicated that the details left at the Cape by Cap- 
tain Bolle, came from e * 
himſelf. N 

Captain Bligh, eee Eoglith loop . 
of war Providence, deſlined to procute the 
bread- fruit tree from the Society Iſlands, had 
come and anchored in Table Bay a, ſhort time 
aſter the departure of the Atalante. It ap- 
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peated that Bligh did not learn from Hunter 
any thing relative to the depoſitions of the two 
French captains; but according to the informa- 
tion communicated by the perſons who had ſeen 
the commander of the Atalante, he aſſured 
Colonel Gordon, that, on his return from the 
Society Iſlands, he would make inquiries in theſe 
ſeas where it was aſſerted that La Perouſe had 
been loſt, in order to endeavour to ſave' ſome 
remains of his unfortunate expedition, * 
This was the ſecond time that Captain Bligh 
went to the Society Iſlands in queſt of the bread- 
fruit tree; for during the firſt voyage which he 
had made to procure this valuable tree- for the 
Engliſh colonies in the Weſt Indies, he had 


been turned out of his ſhip in conſequence 


of a mutiny which had broken out on board, as 
he bas made known by the narrative which he 
publiſhed on his return to England. * 
We learnt that the Pandora, an Enpliſts 
frigate, commanded by Captain Edwards, had 
fince been at the Society Iſlands, where he had 
laid hold of fourteen of the mutineers. She 
had loſt four of them on running aground on 
the | reefs of Norfolk Iſland. Chriſtian,” the 
| I. g of the _ of e m was me 
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poſſeſſed, and the ringleader of the mutiny, had, 
with nine ſailors, taken refuge in another iſland, 
whither he had carried with him ſeveral of the 
natives. An officer of the Pandora, who ar- 
rived at the Cape, aflerted that Bligh: had be- 
haved very improperly to Chriſtian, and that an 
abuſe of authority on the part of this captain 
had been the cauſe of his misfortunes. Chriſtian, 
notwithſtanding his rank of maſter, had been 
Ht-treated by the orders of Bligh, and uſed as if 
| he had been the loweſt failed; If this fact be 
true, Bligh has not been fincere in aſſerting that 
he had always betiaved to him with the __ 
| Eindneſs. 2 

There were at the e ſhips, of 
which twelve were Dutch, two ME two 
American, and two Engliſh. 

At ſunriſe we ſaluted the citadel with Abbes 
guns, and our e e ee the lame 
number... 
| — „ 

ſhore about nine-o'clock'; the citadel upon that 
occaſion fired fifteen guns, which we returned, 
gun for gun. The governor had ſent ſeveral 
carriages, with a band of '\muficians, to wait 
for Admiral IYEntrecafteaux, at the landing- 
place, whence, ' amid the ſound of martial 


Ines e to _ ee 
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accompanied. by a few officers. He was received 
by the Council afſembled, who returned his viſit 
almoſt immediately at the houſe of the French 
Charge d Afaires, where he had alighted. _=_ 

The greater part of the officers took lodgings 
onſhore. _ PR: 

It is well known that at the Cape of Good 
Hope the Dutch take a pleaſure in accommo- 
dating ſtrangers with lodgings at their houſes. 
The moſt uſual price is a piaſter a day. I, with 
ſome of my ſhipmates, took up my quarters at 
the houſe of M. De Lettre. 


Table Mountain was enveloped in thick clouds 


which covered, its ſummit ; a certain prognoſtica - 


tion, in this ſeaſon, of violent winds from he 


ſouth-eaſt, which generally blow for two or 
three days together. Till the evening of next 
day, the breeze was in fact fo ſtrong, that du- 
ring all that time no boat could have any com- 
munication with the ſhore. -/ 
Although the clouds appeared Kats upon 

the ſummit of the mountain, even when the 
wind blew with the greateſt violence, they were 
inceſſantly ſhifting; but the impulſe which they 
received on quitting, that height rendering them 
more diſſoluble, they diſperſed in the air. Great 
parts of theſe clouds were often ſeen bo ng 
aud immediately to diſappear. 

The fouth-cat wind, ſhortly after, began to 
vor. = 6 
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come down from the heights of this ita 
towards Cape Town, with ſuch impetuoftty, that 
it was with, difficulty that any perſon could paſs 
through the ſtreets ſituated in that direQion; it 
Was almoſt impoffible to walk againſt the wind, 
for it drove before it, to the height of a man, 
fmall ſtones upwards of a centimeter in thickneſs, 
with ſo much Violence, that the people were 
obliged to take ſhelter in their houfes. | 
This impetuous Wind, of which a number of 
travellers have ſpoken, appears to me to be 
owing to the fituation of the lands, which, ring 
on the ſea-ſhore from Cape Town as far às the 
welt point of the entrance of Falſe Bay, oppoſe 
a barrier to the ſouth-eaſt winds, When theſe 
winds are ingulfed in Falſe Bay, they can fol- 
low the Lame direction only by overcoming that 
obſtacle placed at the ſouthern extremity of 
Africa. The lower current of air, in xiſing to 
the ſummit of theſe mountains, is compreſſed 
by the higher column, which counteracts its 
dilatation; it muſt therefore, as ſoon as i it has 
cleared theſe heights, react in proportion to the 
room it has to ſpread. Its impetuofity then is 
duch, that it ſometimes makes the veſſels moored 
in the road ſtart their anchors, and fofecs them 
to put to ſea... 
It is at the declivity of theſe high mountains 
. that "this wind is in fall force; and indeed 
. that 
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dat which is felt at a fall diſtance in the 
Anterior of the country, is far. leſs violent, as 
had occaſion. to xemark in ſome excurſions which 
I made to places at different diſtances from. the 
town. 

The clouds with which the ſummit of the 
mountains is then covered are naturally produced 
by that great maſs of air, which, after having im- 


bibed a quantity of water from the vaſt ocean 


which it has juſt been agitating, riſes in order 

to clear this ſummit, where the difference of the 

temperature makes appear under the form of 

clouds the water that it can no longer Keap in 
a ſtate of diſſolution. 

_ .  Thebiſcayan® of the Eſperance, which by the 

| force of the wind had broke adrift during the 
night from, the ſler of that ſhip, was loſt, . To 


replace it; a whale-boat was purchaſed from an 


American veſſel. 


Although the ſouth · eaſt i continued to 


blow with impetuoſity, I went out into the 
environs of the town, where I found great 
quantities of the ſpecies of chironia, deſignated 
under the names of trinervia and. linoides.... The 


gorteria ſiliaris was alſo growing, at the, foot of : 


* A biſcayan a long, narrow boat, very ſharp at each end, apd | 
calculated for going through a ſwell. It derives its name from 


the province of Biſcay, on the coaſt of v ich it i: iu general uſe, 
and there called 3arca longa. 'T. . 


G 2 _ theſe 
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theſe mountains. The pretty ſhrub which 18 
known to naturaliſts by the name of brunia 
 paleacea adorned the firſt hills by which the | 
aſcent commences. 

It will be cafily believed, that with ſuch a wind 
the inſecis had entirely diſappeared. 

I viſited the Company's garden, of which ſeve- 
ral travellers have ſpoken with rapture. It is 
however no more than a vaſt encloſure, where 
are to be ſeen avenues of tolerably fine oaks. 
Some of the beds are ſurrounded with myrtles, 
in the midſt of which are cultivated different 
ſorts of vegetables, and a very few exotic flowers. 
There have been alſo ſet here ſome European 
fruit-trees ; and I likewiſe remarked the plantain- 
tree, whoſe leaves had not been able to refiſt the 
violence ud the wind, which had cut them into 
ſhreds. 

There was a very tame bjrd of the ſpecies 
called falco ſerpentarius, in a houſe belonging to 
the Governor. . 
The m#nagerie, which is ſituated at the end 
of the garden, contains only a ſmall number of 
ſcarce animals; the oftrich, the zebra, the por- 
cupine, the jackal, and a few birds, among 
which I remarked the courly d bete nue of 

Buffon zantalis calvus, Linn.). 

The wind, which in the evening abated con- 
ſiderably, announced to us the return of fine 
"wenther. | - 0 
There 
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There was in the road a ſlave-ſhip, lately, 
arrived from Mozambique; four hundred 
negroes, which formed its cargo, were already 
landed. It was a very melancholy ſight to ob- 
ſerve theſe miſerable creatures, moſt .of them 
ſcorbutic after a very ſhort paſſage, crowded, 
together in three ſmall apartments, -whence they 
were to be ſhortly carried on board, in order to 
go and ſupport, by the ſeat of their brow, the 
luxury of ſome rich Weſt Indian.” This trade 
had been carried on in a place where dogs are in. 
great requeſt. The perſons who traffic in human 
fleſh do not bluſh to own that it often happens 
that they get 1 or three negroes for one fine 
dog. 

A 5 the day of the 224 in viſiting 
Lion Mountain. This mountain, which takes 
its name from the figure which it exhibits at the 
diſtance of a few myriameters at ſca, affords 

a ſoil little fayourable to vegetation, 1 there 
remarked, almoſt every where, eyen upon the 
ſea · ſnore, a hard ſteatites, of a grayiſh colour, 
and ſo parched, that this excurſion procured me 
| ht a very ſmall number of plants. 

On the following day I viſited the Dexil's 
Mountain. The impetuous ſouth-eaſt winds, 
the force of which is much greater at the decli; 
vity of this mountain than any where elſe, have - 
Jai procured! it that printing. The charming 
! G 1 * 
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valley which ſeparates it from Lion Mountain, 
is adorned with the beautiful ſpecies of pralea 
with filvery leaves '(protea argenteu, Linn.), the 
buſhy tops of which reſiſt the winds that oc- 
caſionally come down with violence from the 
ſummit of theſe mountains. The leaves of 
theſe trees are covered with a down, which is 
the thicker as they are expoſed” to the action of 
the air. The fame thing is remarked in almoſt: 
all plants buffetted by the winds; whence it is 
preſumable that this down ſerves to ſecure them 
from the damage they might thence receive. 

Here was no longer the ſterility of Lion 
Mountain; vegetable productions preſented them- 
ſelves in abundance. The tulip of the Cape 
(Kemanthus corcineus, Linn.) bedecked the moſt 
gradual ſlopes : a great variety of ſpecies of erieꝶ 
iſſued from the cleſts of the ficep rocks; and 
the pretty compound flower known by the natne 
of abe graphaloides,' grew with ry ho, 
plants towards their baſe. 
Being obliged to employ a good deal of time 
mn the preſervation of the plants which 1 had 
collected the day before, I was not able to 
undertake a long excurſion on the ' 24th; 1 
ar therefore contented myſelf with Rolling ol 
the environs of the town, 

The baftard aloe, known under the denomi · 


nation of agave vivipars, was All in foll flower, 
| Je 
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4 admired for ſome time the lightneſs with 
which the titmouſe (parus ater, Linn. ) culled wo 
ſaccharine juice that exudes from Bug 
fituated at the bottom of the corollas 424 ö 
with regret ſome of theſe charming 12 EE 
to eſerve their ſkin. 
ree of us. belonging to the expedition Were 
following a narrow path at a ſhort diſtance fronr 
the country-houſe of the Fiſcal, named Deneſs. 
This man, accuſtomed to def; ſpotic power, at- 
| tempted to prevent us from paſſing through un- 
Clulttivated fields, which he took great care to tell 
us were his property: we were Rrangely ſur- 
priſed at ſuch a prohibition. The Fiſcal could not 
ſuppoſe that we would have the temerity to paſs | 
on. However, after baving obſerved to him 
chat we could do no damage in fields that were 
uncultivated and covered with ſtones, we followed 
our road. This petty Vizier, ſecing « the little re- 
ſpect which we paid to his orders, and not being 
able to reply to our ohſervations, flew, into a a great 
paſſion, and aid to us in bis barbarous jar- 
gon, that he had cautioned us, and that _ 
was no need of farther explanation, 
Two Negroes belonging to the town 
| panied us; theſe poor fellows ſhuddered_. at the 
yoice of the Fiſcal, and could: hardly be per- 
ſuaded to fallow | =, They told us, trembling, 
un M. Peneſs who ordered e 
B | TR | 
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that were inflicted i in Cape Town, by order of 
the police. 
It is to be obſerved, that this officer, having the 
charge of the public money, has a right of in- 
ſpection of all the perſons employed by the 
Company: his functions are beſides independent. 
It is monſtrous to ſee ſuch a title conferred on 
the head of the police, who may with im- 
punity commit extortions, far which his place 
gives him all opportunities ; ſor he fixes the 
puniſhments, and receives their produce : thus 
a pecuniary penalty only 1s inflicted on thoſe 
vho can pay, and a beating on thoſe who cannot. 
T employed the 25th in 1 — Table Moun- 
tain, ſo called from the, horizontal plane which 
its ſummit preſents when ſeen from A Aiſ- 
tance, 

I ſeveral times croſſed a brook that runs s from 

this mountain. The large ſmooth ſtones which | 

are to be met with on its banks, prove that the 
Waters ruſh down there 1 m torrents in the rainy 

| ſeaſon. 1 Us , £14 £147 £9) * 3 M01 

1 had reached ihe” middle of the moun- 
tain, when I found the he frrittum. "When 
1 had aſcended a little farther 1 met with the 
very fine ſpecies, of unbella, known to. botaniſts 
under the name of  hermas depauperata; ; then 
| came the pretty heath called acroflichon pefti- 
natun, the bubon galbanun , the refli Aale, Ke. 

1 
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1 had jun ah Bend up act "vities formed of 
an 4. tree-ſtane, aboye which were blocks 
ot quartz of a beautiful white; theſe maſles ſerve 
as the baſe of a micacious {ehiſtus LE in 
ſtrata very cloſe to each other. 

After having aſcended more than two thirds 
of a kilometer in perpendicular height, 1 at 
length reached a break, which when ſeen from 
the town did not ſeem calculated to afford a 
_ paſſage to the top of this mountain: but the 
diſtance had deceived me; for 1 found here 2 
path, the acceſs to which is not difficult to 
perſons accuſtomed to travel over mountains: it 
is beſides the road moſt frequented in order to 
arrive at this ſummit, which i it would not be ; cal 
to reach any other way. 

Although at near a kilometer of 3 
height, the heat of the atmoſphere cauſed the 
thermometer placed 1 in the ſhade to riſe only to 
20 degrees. | 
£ Fire- wood is very fearce at the Cape of Good. 
Hope. -If the mildneſs of the climate exempts 
the inhabitants from. the neceſſity of uſing ar- 
tificial heat to protect themſelves againſt the in- 
clemency of the weather, ſtill they have occaſion 
for fire to dreſs their food. Slaves are employed 
to fetch the little wood that they. need, even a 
£7 way beyond Table Mountain. We met 

ſeveral 
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ſeveral negroes carrying to the town branches of 
various ſhrubs, among which I remarked the 
Funonia Capenſis, and many fine (| pecies of protea. 
I experienced a great pleaſure in ſeeing theſe 
beautiful plants, but it was not à little damped 
from the conſideration that they bad been cut 
only to burn. I took ſome ſpecimens of them; 
and the negrpes, whoſe burden I had confider- 
ably lightened, continued their way down to 
Cape Town. We were diftrefſeg to foe theſe 
unfortunate creatures going on without ſtopping, 


although the ſudden declivity of the mountain 


ſcemed to make jt abſolutely neceſſary for them 
to take breath, 

The mountains in the neighbourhood of the 
town ſerve as an aſylum for the runaway ſlaves, 
who, from barbarous treatment, have been im- 
pelled to deſert. Under cover of the night, they, 
from the preflure of hunger, approach the ha» 
bitations, in order to obtain by ſtealth, at the 
riſk of their life, ſome flender means of ſub. 
ſiſtence. It is eaſy to judge of all the horrgr 
inſpired by the uſage that they experience in 
the town, from the miſerable exiſtence to whic 
they give the preference, It would not be unat- 
tended with danger to go alone and without 
arms, near the caverns in the rocks where theſe 
n driven by. deſpair, conceal themſelves 
| | FO 0g a 
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from the light of. day, in 1 
ſlavery. 

Some drops of water, which in theſe beights 
ooze between the ſtrata of a micacious ſchiſtus, 
afford the traveller the means of eee 
thirſt. 
be loſty banks of the break by which we af. 
cended were clothed with the moſt beautiful 
lilacious plants, among which the | antholiza 
Athiopica was particularly diſtinguiſhable from 
the brilliancy of its charming ſcarlet flowers, 

Having reached the top of Table Mountain, 
we yyere beginning to make an attack upon our 
proviſions, when we ſaw coming towards us ſome 
perſons belonging to the Eſperance, ho bad 
made an excurſion” thither without furniſhing 
themſelves with provender: we had the pleaſurg 
of ſharing with them our ſrugal repaſt, | 
The clouds; which during the preceding. days 
had ſettled upon the ſummit of Table Mountain, 
had occaſioned ſufficient rain to form little pools 
in the hollows of the rock, in nenn: 
great number of pretty plants. 

Almoſt the whole extent of Falſe Bay was 00 
be diſcovered from the top of the menntain; 
every part of which I carefully viſſted. 
returned with an abundant collection of vege» 
* e cane ropd het me Hal aner 
Ns 
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aſcending; and it was dark when we arrived at. 


the town. 

On the 26th, after having made all the ne- 
ceſſary preparations for preſerving the ſpecimens 
collected the day before, I took a walk to the 
caſtward, 

- Beyond the head of the bay there is a vaſt 
plain of ſand, in the midſt of which I was 
aſtoniſhed to ſee a prodigious quantity of vege- 
tables. Thoſe which are here moſt frequently 
met with, are different ſpecies of do/ma, polygala, 
and Bor bonia; they could not ſtand fo great 
aridity, if their roots did not penetrate deep 
into the ground, to ſeek there the moiſture neceſ· 
e them ee Jag: | 

I bad occafion to croſs ſeveral eule the 
euer of which, ſupplied by the neighbouring 
mountains, are partly loſt in the ſands before 
they reach the ſea. It is in theſe moiſt ſpots that 
grows the beautiful Iilaceous pr known unden 
the name of gethyllis Hiralis. 

Holes made in the ſand are reſorted to by 
makes, which are frequently found afleep on 
their edges, but glide into them immediately on 
the approach of any perſon. 

On tbe 27th I returned, for the 3 time, 
to viſit Table Mountain. I deviated a little from 
the uſual road, and I enriched my collection 
with a number of plants which I had not before 
found. p I 
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It would take a great deal of time to exhauſt 
all the vegetable riches of a country. which pro- 
duces them in ſo great variety. A beavy fog 
ſuddenly covered the ſummit where I was, and 
obliged me to come down. Ehveloped in ſo 
thick a miſt, it would have been impoſſible for 
me to find my way, had I not been very near the 
road which led to the foot of the mountain. 
Although the wind was not high on Table 
Mountain, the clouds did not the leſs break after 
they had paſſed it, and they became condenſed in 
the ſame manner as by the impetuous wind from 
the ſouth- eaſt. U 

On the 28th I ſtrolled over the environs of the 
town, and farther increaſed =; collection 1 
plants. l 
I had hitherto found only a fall 8 of 
inſects; for they do not delight. in * ſo much 
expoſed to the winds. | | 

On the 2gth I made an excurſion behind | 
Table Mountain, following the road which ſepa- 
rates it from Lion Mountain. at 

The cyanslla Capenſis was grow ing quite cloſe 

to the ſea-ſhore. 

As ſoon as we had aches the heights, I bad 
the pleaſure of ſeeing the declivity of the rocks 
covered with different ſpecies of heaths, among 
which the erica halicacaba was diſtinguiſhable by 

its oval form and the beauty of its flowers. 
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The diſe grandiſlora, one of the fineſt plants of 

4be family of the orchis, adorned the banks of the 
mall rivulets which flowed. in theſe elevated 
regions. 

ö . n as I 
had with me M. Maffon, whoſe travels have 
added confiderably to botanical ſcience. 

The following days were employed in making 
"freſh ſearches in the ſpots which I had already 
viſited : their vegetation is a that I 
always found new riches. | 
An Engliſh-frigate, which had arrived from 
Tellichery, anchored for five days in Table Bay; 
he was going to England, with an account of 
dan engagement that had been ſought : between 
the French frigate la Reſolue, Captain Cala- 
man, carrying twelve pounders, and the Engliſh 
frigate Pheœnix, carrying eighteens. The Captain 
of the Engliſh frigate had wiſhed: to examine 
. [ſome French ſhips under convoy of our frigate. 
The Engliſh, according to their. cuſtom, at- 
tempted to ſpread unſavourable reports reſpect- 
ing the conduct of Captain Calaman, who, 
by the details which we received from the 
Ille of France, had, in this affair, conducted 
. © himſelf with equal firmneſs and greatneſs of 
mind. The commander of the Phœnix frigate 
outzht to have ſilenced theſe rumours, by pro- 
mulgating the ſads; but it appears that he had 


an 


f 
1 
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an intereſt in diſguifing them: for it is unheard 
of, that, under the colours of a frigate of the 
Freneh government, the Engliſh ſhould take the 
liberty toex#mine veffek under ber convoy. — 
The Crown, an Englfh line of battleſhip, 
— a day after Winne 
I think it Proper te remew, u eur com- 
mander, having ſent an officer on Board of theſt 
two ſhips, in order to comply with the civilities 
cuſtomary on ſuch 'occaſions, the two eaptains 
had the in danger to take 1 
int. fs 

T4 tha hey elected wo f e e 
table productions that are to be ſeund at this 
Keuſon in the neighbourhobd of the Cape. 1 
could not promiſe myſelf a more abundant har- 
veſt, without going to a Uiſtance. Some moun- 
bios, Mefgmstell bythe Dureh water Amame 
of Franche : Hoek, ſituated to the eaſt ward at a 
eonſiderably greater diftance from the town” than 
their Appearance ſeemed to me to indicate, 


Triſpired me for ſome days with a deſſre tio 


"viſit thee : weir a arg] 'to/find 
"Ot out'6ethe oth 68 Fabooary mee ener 8 
| Debs the expedition was of the party. 

4 Were ar-7=06s our bag- 
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gage. For an interpreter we had a young negro; 
who ſcarcely knew a word of French. 

A paſſport, with which we were obliged to be 
| provided; was ſent to me by M. Berg, one of 
np aniable.and bib. nioemed men in the 
colony. * 18 

Colonel Gordon, the 03 bcadf-G of the ow 
at the Cape, had given me letters of introduction 
to ſeyeral of the inhabitants. 
Colonel Gordon is the ee ls 
who gave Buſſon the firſt juſt, ideas reſpecting 
the giraffe, or camelopard, an animal till then 
little known. This officer, excited by the deſire 
of making diſcoveries. in natural hiſtory, pene- 
trated: into the interior of Africa, as; far. as the 
a iſt degree of ſouth latitude. He: repeatedly 
told me, that he made at that diſtance, of more 
than 127 north of the Cape, barometrical obſer- 
vations, which proved to him, that the ground 
was upwards of two kilometers in perpendicular 
clevation above the level of the ſea, without 
his being able to perceive; in bis progreſs; any 
ſenſible riſe in the ground; but, on the con- 
trary, he thought himſelf in a ſomewhat elevated 
plain. Theſe obſervations, which he repeated 
ſeveral days after, ſeem to indicate, that the 
ground rites; by an imperceptible acclivity to a 
height which is W nnn 20. the 
highest mountains. | | 


I leave 
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I leaye it to natural philoſophers to decide, 
whether in this caſe the fall of the mercury in 
the barometer may not proceed from ſome other 
cauſe than that which produces a ſimilar effe& 
ben it is placed in more elevated ſituations. | 
We met a number of waggons drawn by three 
Awo een they ere retwenie# eg 
each led -by a Hottentot, who ſfanding about 
the middle of this carriage, with a long whip in 
his band, directed his cattle with wondetſul 
fill. Although the foremoſt oxen were very far 
from bim, he did not the lefs certainly hit the 
part at which he firack, en e 3 
io urge on SEAS 
Our Hottentot walked view ducking his 
pipe, and occaſionally filling his belly with 
Hottentat's' figs, me/embryanthentum - edule, that 
grow on the road- ſide, in the midſt of | 
without thinking of the load of our horſe, which 
be made follow him; accordingly dur baggage 
fell off Several times, and would have remained 
in the middle of the road, bad we not attended to 
- the ſmoker; who always continued his way; it 
was neveflary to frighten” him by threats, in 
order g dra him to bis apathy, and yn 
4: Diſt . Kelis 
&. covered the ſandy” Plain,” oyer WN "_ 
travelled. ra 5c 2 * x my TA 18 
vor! 1. r Ras f 


* 
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Having arrived at places ſomewhat more ele- 
vated, we began to ſee a few antelopes, but they 
ſet off at too great a diſtance ood us to wy — ” 
fire at them. 

It was two hours after dark before we Ret 
at Bottelary, at the houſe of M. Boſman. The 
letter of recommendation which M. Gordon had 
given me to this worthy cultivator, procured us 
a very friendly reception. It was ſupper-time, 
and he was at table in the midſt of his numerous 
family. He immediately invited us to take 
a place beſide him, and preſented! us with a 
ſtrong agreeable wine of the growth of Bot- 
telary, which ſome merchants of the town ſell 
at a great price for Conſtancia; it is, however, 
much inferior; and indeed M. Boſman ob- 
ſerved to us, that it could be got at a — 
N +: akon price of the other. 7 107 05 ee 

NM. Boſman, inſulated 6 ed of md, 
on a ſmall ſpot df land fit for culture, was natu- 
rally eager ſor news; but the manner in which 
we made ourſebves under ſtood to him was ex- 
ceſſively troubleſome, for our black interpreter 
was ſtill more ignorant than we had till then 
thought him. After having paſſrd a long time 
in ſaying very little, we retired to take ſome repoſe, 
not one of us who did not enwy the peaceable 
life led by this * in the middle of a 

Finns. 5 family. 
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fathily, who blended the moſi amiable qualities 
with great-ſimplicity of manners. 
On the toth, when the day began to dawn; 
we rambled over the Etivirons©of this charmirig 


babitation- M. Bonman's garden preſented to 


dur view moſt of the vegetables and fruits of 
Europe: fine plantations of, almond-trees were 
raiſed oppoſite to the houſe, and it was ſur- 
rounded with plots of vines, ee 


principal wealth of this cultivator. 


As moon as the ſun appeared in * tbeizoty 
M. Boſman's young daughters ſeeing us em- 
ployed in picking up inſects, wiſhed to contris 
bute towards enriching our collection. They ran 
about the garden with inconceivableagility, and 
brought us from time to time a very good choice, 
among the ſpecies, the colours ear rite Were 
the moſt brilliant ain 
ee were Ganly to Bib ford thi Cape, we 
had ſcarcely time left to viſit the mountains of 


 Franche-Hock. It was with. lively n that 


. 

Me arrived early at Stpllenboſth, where ee 
Goggle bas ef Mi Hoffman. 

The manner in which 5 
S friking contraſt with tho free 
4nd hearty welcome which we had experienced at 
Bottelary Wo were here in a very handſome 
village but we were wrong in expecting wo 


WAY, n 2 
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fravk amenity which ſo much charaReriſcs the 
cultivators of the Cape. I imagined that a letter 
of introduttion from M. Gordon, addrefied to M. 
Hofiman, would be ſufficient to make us known; 
it was not, however, till after a long examination 
of our paſſport, that M. Hoffman aſked us to 
ſtop at his houſes] There are no inns at Stellen- 
boſch mort than at Cape Town; but the Dutch 
take care to ſupply, the wants of trayellers, ſor a 
price which prevents the hoſt from being out 
of pocket. At M. Hoffman's houſe; we were 
. bn the 
| 00 eee Sa GU: gang 
I went next dayit vii the bill in the vicinity 
of Stellenboſch. mock adi ubs 2 
The fine tree known to botaniſis under the 
name of Ina brium lellulifaluum, remarkable for its 
fruit, which is ſhaped nearly like an almond, 
grew on the banks of a ſinall river that runs 
throughthe:town.. 10th Doro 4 ie fo 5 
- \Some;orches; and the en al grants ere 
* 1 ſpeciofa, with 1 
were here added to my collecion.ʃ 
We ſet out on the 12th, with ists of 
reaching Franche-Hoek that evening. 
This place, the name of which indicates the 
abode of ſome Frenchmen, ſerves as an aſylum 
10 a few. Proteſtant families, who having been 
HAIR on account of their reli- 
£ K gious 
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gibts opinions, croffed the ſeas in 1655, in order 
to fl kheir abode in this part of Africa, where 
they were well received by the Governor, Simom 
Vander Stel, who futniſhed them wir all the 
meats of employing themſelves in agricultute. 

The ſouth-eaſt wind blew with ſuch [force ag 
to retard our progreſs; it was, however, ſar ſtcom 

being ſo violent as that which was at the ſalne 
time felt at Cape Town, where we Jearrif on out 
return, that. it had beer ettretithy impetuous. 
The great difference in the ſtrength of theſe 
winds undoubtedly: ariſes ſtom a local cauſe, ds 1 
have already endeavoured to explain. 
On the ſame day, tlie Boat — to the 
Efpdrance; commanded by Citizen Ee Stand, not 
being able to reach the ſhip, was vbliged:46 run 
for ſhelter to lee ward af Robber Iſland. 
Me had to walk two hours in the dark before 
we got to Franehe- Hock, to the houſe of M. 
Gabriel Deprat, to whom I had @ letter of in- 
troduction. He being abſent, one of his neigh- 
bours, Jacob de Villiers, came to invite us to 
take eee ge- gr. e 
were very well receive. 

The names of theſe coloniſts nds * avs 


wat we ſhould now find perſons who could ſpeak 


our own! language; but although of French ere 
traction, they, being obliged to ſpeak Dutch, had 


- 


. 
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the names of their. progenitors}. The only per-. 
ſon that Kill underſtood French was #5 Oman 
of ſautſoore. ie vo 1 19935991 587 31577 4 
At mayinot be unacceptable to my countrymen 
to. know. the French families that ſtill live, in 
the midſt oſ theſe amen, their names are as 
ſollos v: ell a/ : 2197 CT) 4030 41 
Lombart, Faure, Roli, Blignant;, Dupleſſis, 
Marte, Ponte, Nauds;Cronies, Hugo, de Villiers, 


Marais, de Buiſſon, je Roux, Deprat, Rauſſeaux, 


Villiers Terrons, Hubert. n ili ns 2 

| We were: in a pleaſant valley, where the rays 
of the ſun being concentrated by the ſurtound- 
ing mountains, quickly ripen the grape, which 
de e e e 1 4p 


they bert alſo cultivate Wheat. 


The two: following! days were empispad in 
climbing the neighbauring heights. Among the 
number of plants which I Here collected in great 
Pheſe mountains were formed in a great mea- 


furs of »graniite; anda very hard ſree· ſtone: the 


vegetable mould which covers them, gocs to ſer- 
tilize the vallies, where the inbabitants reſide; 


theme · they muſt traverſe the ſands with, which 
ton the protluce of their aulture: this ſituation 


is chm m tall the ſettloments at a diſtance 
from the * ae have been obliged 


NZ? £ N 00 


a * 


r LA POV. 193 


to go and ſeek, at more than a hundred mytia- 
meters, in the interior. of Africa, ſome ſpots of 
land fit for cultivation, which are ſtrewn like ſo 
many iſlots in the midſt of a ſta of ſand, where 
dyery one has adopted the kind of culture which 
to him beſt adapted to the corner of 
land he has fixed upon to clear. Negro ſlaves, 


although emploved in the hardeſt labours, are 


here generally treated with kindneſs. It is re- 
markable that, very different from the Spaniards, 
who always endeavour to make ptoſelytes, tbe 
Dutch leave their ſlaves in the moſt a 18• L 
norayoe of their religion, Nn 
Me ſaw ſeveral times, Pon dhe e, dk 
which the people of the country dread- exceed- 
- mgly; thay weee wiltehing the birth, 0 often, 
become their n or tn Nob yg ou Es: 
The zebra is very common in theſe heights; ; 
it ſets alt with, prodigious id as he ſight of 
a man-. 1 
The ben called. ans kt Buffon Chis. 
| ans, Linn.) ſometimes a approached the ha- 
bitation here we were ſtaying, I Was witneſs, - 
to a very ſingular fact, which gave me a proof, 
0 the authority of theſe animals over their, 
- young. A large monkey followed by à very, 
+  , youpg. one, thinking himſelf. perfectly . unſeen, , 
took hold of the little one with one of his fore 
_ and holding it up from the a eren 
| ue, ts | it 


% * 
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it a long time with his other paw. If monkies! 
know how to proportion puniſhment to guilt, the 
little ape's crime muſt have been very _ 
ſor it was ſeverely beaten. 

The olive blackbird of the Cape of. Good 
Hope, the bunting, the ſtarling of the Cape, 
ſome wood- peckers, &o. were the birds which 1 
found moſt common on this ſhort journey 

- The near approach of the period of our de- 
parture from the Cape obliged us to leave 
Franche-Hoek much ſooner than we could have 
wiſhed. We were ſu anxious to proceed to the 
ton, that we took our leave of the worthy: 
Jacob de Villiers on the 14th; at ten o'clock at 
night, and immadiately ſet out on our return. 
We travelled all night, and did not arrive at the 
town the next day till the ſame hour, having 

ſollowed the road by Paarl- Berg and Paarde- 
Berg. This walk could not but be fatiguing to 
perſons, who for ſeveral days had ſcarcely taken 
any reſt;' -and indeed one of the ſervants belong - 
ing to the Efperarice, Emard Serpoy, who had 
accampanied us from his fondneſs” for ſhooting, 
was {6 overpowered by drowfinefs in the middle 
of the night, that he was obliged to ſleep in the 
road for balf am hour, befofe he could continue 
to follow us. Although this man was very 
ſtout, the want of reſt had ſo completely ab- 
ſorbed all his faculties, that it would have been 
| altogether 


na 
- 
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altogether impoſſible ernie d. mee 
without this ſhort na u 

I learnt with: 8 on my return from 
Franche- Hoek, that we were to loſè three oi dur 
ſhipniates ; they had juſt aſked the Admirals 
permiſſion to leave the ſhip, not being able to 
proceed farther on the expedition on acoount of 
their health: theſe were Bertrand the aſtronomer 
Blavier the naturaliſt, and Ely the painter. 
Bertrand had gone ſome days before to make 
barometrical obſervations on Table Mountain, 
where he had a fall, from whieh he ſuffered ex- 
tremely. I was informed on my feturn to France, 
that be did not enjoy the bappineſs of agaily 
ſeeing his country; for de died ar e * 
mort time after our departure. 244 M419 | 

Cape Town being built ſo Bat Al this als 
of the houſes ate flat, has à toletabfy handfome 
appearance. Its means of defence” Bun * 
es have, of late years, been iticreaſed,  - 

- The Admiral adviſed me, on account Witte} 
ſhip being ſo much encumbered, to depoſit the 
collections of natural hiſtory, which 1 had made 
during my ſtay at the Cape, with the" — of 
the French government, named Gui, wha pro- 


| miſed to forward them to France by the firſt op- 
pottunity. They have not, however, arrived at 
the place of their deſtitation. 1 leatnt at the 
E 4 5 * . _, a. > "le 
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Ilie ol France, on my return ſrom the South Sea, 


that the naturaliſts, Mace, and Aubert Petit 
Thouars, had ſeen them thrown aſide in a garret 
in this Agent's honſe, a long time after our de- 
parture from the Cape, although there had oc - 
curred many opportunities of which he might 
have availed himſelf, had he eee ebe 
faithſul to his engagements. 

The Cape of Good Hope is one | Alihe Sets 
e the globe whieh moſt deſerves to fix the at- 
tontion oſ a commercial people. From its ſitua- 
tion, t forms; an almoſt neceſſary reſreſhing · 
lac ſor ſhipg, baund to the Eaſt Indices. The 

proviſions which it furniſhes are abundant; but 
the prohihitory regulations daily diminiſh .4be 
number of ſhips, which endeavour to artive;at 
their, place of deſtination without tonching at 
this rgadſtead others go to St. Helena, where 
they gan be viftualled at a cheaper rate. TY 
_— r 

Lompany has oſten induced them to ſeign a 
rept, ſearcity, at the. Cape, in order to enhance 
dhe pries of proviſions, - The. cultivators are not 
allowed to contract directly, with foreigners for 


e produce of their culture, but, axe obliged to 


. diſpoſe; of them to the Company, who aſten gire 

them not a ſourth of tbe. price * which She 

: 15 the right to ſell them. bs 

The oppreſſion exerciſed by the upper = 
| | towards 
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towards their inferiors, turns alſo to the prejudioc 
of navigators, who cannot eſcape the, avidity 

of ſo many perſons leagued againſt. them. The 
diſlike which this cupidity muſt naturally excite 
to putting in there, will lead this county, to its 
deſtruction. A ruinous luxury, Which, has, for 
ſome years been introduced among the omen, 
bas greatly. changed the manners of the. inhas; 
bitants: the European faſhions, are omg vo 
aſter with eagerneſs. Sehn Sill en foul, 
| It is to be regretted, that there have been ga- 
vernments ſufficiently ; blind to their own nv 
tereſt, to leave ſo long at. the diſpoſal,of,a m- 
pany ol merchants, ond of the places ſhe moſt 
important to the navigation of India. Beſides, 
: political. VIEWS: are, in ſuch an aſſociatjon, very 
ſubordinate to the thirſt gf gain whichgoyerns it 
and which is W Gouteary fo; ee 
inte gest. 1 5 m_enomerizide wi} yd | 
1 coming from Europe were ex- 
peed to put, theſe affairs, on a; better, footing; 
but although ſome were ſent out at different 
times, things remained juſt, as they were. 
Me replaced at the Cape of Good Hope the 
proviſions which we had expended before our 
arrival there. It would have been defirable that 
this ſupply had alſo extended to articles of bad 
"quality, with which we had been provided be- 
ee our departure from Fee. The contrac- 
tors 


4 
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tors had there decetved us, reſpecting the quality 

of the wine; it had been charged double the 
ordinary price paid for the beſt, and for ſich as 
would have kept a long time; whereas a part 
bf it was already prieked, on our arrival at the 
Capeè: it would have alſo been the more import- 
ant to have changeck it, as it was impoſſihle for 
us do procure any aſterwards. We might have 
Hank dür cticice between the country wine and 
claret, as there was a veſſel lying in the bay 
laden with” the latter! 1 Cannot conceive why 
tlits ſtep was not taken: our bad wine turned 
worſe and worſe, afid we were obliged to ſub- 
ſtitute Brandy to it in the courſe of che qzpe- 
dition. This negligence deprived us of one of 
tze moſt © powerfull / means of preſerving the | 
health of the crew; in # voyage where they were 
befidts"expoſed to all forts of ptivutiona. 

By the obſervations made on board of the 
Recherche; the berth in'which ſhe lay at the Cape 
was in the Tatitade" of 330 54" 24 ſouth, and 
longitude of 16 4 250% eaſt,” 0 

The variation 2 hon Eb needle was 240 
30 welt. © 

The aſtronomer © Bend determined dhe 
place which he made his obſervatory, fituated in 
the town, at g3* 55" 22” ſouth qo; and 
16% ae | 5 
| He 


- 


1 4 
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. He had obſerved 24 31 52” of weſterly varia» . 
tion in the magnetic needle. ' 
The dip of the needle, which was a flat one, 


was 47* 45. 


height of the thermometer during 


the ile time of our being * eve, was 


not more than 25% above o 
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Beeten from: tie Cape of Good eee e 
A ale Carpenter of | the; Recherche.: Carious 
cvenis.—Hrxtraordinatmy flight of the albatre/s.— 
We make the and of St. Faul. —Iis forefts on 
e quuntity of inſecis iſſi from 
miral is dangerau/ly * 00.067"; parks at 
. the extremity of our conductors.— Large pho/- 
 phoric molecules. A miftake in the bearings, 
taken by Millaumex, occaſions us to enter Storm 
Bay, taking it for Adventure Bay.— General 
remaris on the variation of the magnetic needle. 
—=Dimmution. of the phoſphoreſcence of the ſea- 
water, in proportion as we increaſe our diſtance 
From the land. Direction of the currents. —I! 
ii found neceſſary to warm the place where the 
limo. tegpers are depoſited —We anchor in Port 


* 


W » were now waiting only for a fair wind 
to quit the Cape, when, on the 16th of Febru- 

| 2 about ten o clock in the morning, a breeze 
ng. up from the ſouth-caft, and determined 
2 to*weigh anchor. Scarcely were we under 
fail, before a ſquall came down from the moun- 
tains, and blew with ſo much violence, that, | 
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_ for ſome little time, the ſhip would. not -anfwer 
her helm, ſo that we were in danger of running | 
_ foul of ſeveral veſſels that were lying at the 
anchorage.” We very quickly paſſed them all | 
and ſoon gained an offing: N % Hf iN 

On the 18th, about eight G clock in b 
Aeg we loſt our carpenter, Louis Gargan: 
he died in conſequence of the exceſſes to which 
he had abandoned himſelf during our ſtay at 
the Cape. A fever, flight in the beginning. 
had acquired in the ſequel a character of malig 
nity, to which he fell a victim. This loſs was u 
the more ſenſibly felt, as a ſkilful: carpenter is 
one of the moſt uſeful of men, eſpecially in a 
voyage, the object of which is to make diſco» 
veries, in the midſt of ſeas ſtrewin with ſhoals, 
where, inceſſantly expoſed to ſhipwreck, a navi - 
gator may not only loſe his ſhips, but with them 
all hopes of reviſiting his country, if he has not 
the 190 22 Nee Saha vac, moi 
thither. +; 

Two men, who had 5 themblies on 
board at the time of our departure from the 
Cape, did not appear on deck till it was no 


longer poſſible to fend them on ſhore. | 'Of 


courſe,. they were permitted to go with the. ex | 
Pedition. The one was a ſoldier, a deſerter 
from: the garriſon of the Cape; the other a Ger- 
man, a very ſxilful workman in mathematical 
M e instrumente, 
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_ infiraments, and whoſhad, for nine years, exer- 
diſed his trade in England. The Engliſh, he told 
as; were cartying him to Botany Bay, with a great 
aumber' of, other perſons, tranſported under the 
| denomination of cui. He aſſured us that he 
Vas baniſhed thither for debt. After having ſeized 
an opportunity of eſcaping froti the ſhip in 
which he was confined,” he bad taken refuge in 
the” mountains in the vicinity of Cape Town. 
He there paſſed the day in a cavern, and in the 
evening he went into the town in order to pur- 
chaſt wherewithal to ſubſiſt, waiting for the de- 
parture of the other perſons under ſentence of 
tranſportation. The (talents of this artiſt could 
not be employed on board; we could make no- 
thing of him but an armourer, and afterwards a 
ſmith,. . The armourer belonging to the ſhip had 
ee reer Cape, We ring | 
2 "41 0 
On be 20th 1 with 3 from 
is ſouth-weſt and ſouth, we weathered Cape 
Ajgvilas at the diſtance of about two kilometers. 
On the 224+ we were in latitude 35 ſouth, 
aud longitude 20% caft, when we ſounded in 
-  Kity-two fathoms water, dver a e of gray” 
ih calcareous ſand. 
DDE e s Wi mos ett 1 0 dhe 
| Seebach bei on the 2 5th they drifted us to the 
munen, for we were abreaſt of che Straits of 
enen. Mozam- 
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Mozambique, the currents of which are, in this 
_ feaſon, directed towards the ſouth-weſt, "Kong 
the coaſt of Natal, which was in fight. 

On the 26th, the ſea was ſo rough, that a wind- 
mill, although ſtrongly laſhed-on the poop, was 
rolled overboard. As our ſhip was much too 
heavily laden, we thought ourſelves compen- 
fated for this loſs by the advantage of being 
lightened of a weight of ſixty-four myriagrams.” 
I know not why we had encumbered ourfelves 
with this almoſt uſeleſs machine, fince at the 
anchorages, where we might have found wheat, 
we ſhould alſo have found flour. Beſides, a 
hand-mill, not a ſixth part of the weight, would 
have been leſs cumberſome, t at 755 n 


time more ſerviceable. 


The ſhip rolled ſo much, that the ith 
of our time-keepers touched againft the ſides of 
their caſes, which ſhould” N Wen made ba ; 
little wider. 

We ſtill faw a great many Aying-fiſhies, wY 
though. we had paſſed the latitude of 3 5 ſouth.” 
The quarter-galleries of both our ſhips were 
too low, eſpecially for veſſels that did not eaſily 
riſe to the ſea. It was to be feared that they 
would be carried away, if we had remained in 
ſo rongh water: the larboard quarter-gallery of 
the Efperance/ had been * oy much 
N 1 & 
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It is uncommon, at this ſeaſon of the year, to 
paſs acroſs the Straits of Mozambique at a 
little diſtance from land, without meeting with 
violent ftorms, The north-eaſt wind came from 
this large opening, when the gradual fall of 
eight lines in the mercury of the barometer, an- 
nounced to us a gale, which blew with almoſt 
incredible fury. The electric matter with which 
the clouds were charged was ſo abundant, thkt, 
notwithſtanding the direction given to it by our 
conductors, the lightning fell ſeveral times at 
the diſtance of a few meters from the ſhip. The 
weſterly wind, which brought back fine weather, 
was preceded by a. riſe of two lines in the. mer- 
cury-of the barometer. On the iſt of March 
this wind had raiſed ſo heavy a ſea, that our - 
conſort was often - concealed by the height of 
the waves. That ſhip, beheld at a few hecto- 
meters diſtance, afforded us a fine fight; we 
faw her loſe herſelf in the billows, ifſue from 
them in an inſtant, then riſe on the top of the 
fea, eee Hens: (09A, a great part of 
On the. gd, We. were convinced, by the fea 
going down, that we had paſſed the entrance 
of the Straits of Mozambique; for, notwithſtand- 
ing the wind continued to blow nearly with the 
ſame force as the preceding days, we were fail- 


ing on a ſea ſcarcely ruffled, fot we were now. 
21 | ſheltered 


9 
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ſheltered by the land of Madagaſcar. We ſaw 
floating prodigious heaps of the largeſt of all 
the ſpecies of ſea- weed, the ſucus pyriferus ; "it 
had no doubt been detached from the rocks 
which ſkirt this large iſland. This ſucus, which 
is ſeveral decimeters long, has for the petiole of 
its upper leaves, a protuberance filled with air, 
which ſerves to buoy. it on the ſurface of the 
water; this is the mean which nature employs 
to make it incline to raiſe. itſelf from the bottom 
of the ſea in proportion as it grows. . 
About five o'clock in the afternoon we were 
ſurrounded by a great number of whales, which 
approached us within the diſtance of at leaſt a 
hectometer. The Americans come ſometimes 
into theſe ſeas in order to catch theſe enormous 
fiſhes ; the oil which they extract from them 
is an ample indemnification for the Aden ol 
the outfit of their ſhips. + 


The depoſitions of Captains Magon LEpinayt 
aud Preaudet had determined N. D'Entrecaſ- 


ſtteaux to proceed as quickly as poſſible to the 


Admiralty Iſlands, where he thought that be 
might arrive before the return of the eaſt mon- 
ſoon, after having paſſed to the northward of 
New Holland; but we had made very little 
progreſs, fince, on the 6th of March, we had 
not reached the 44th degree of eaſt longitude. ' 
The fear of being detained at the Moluccas 
| | 1 2 during 
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during the. whole period of the eaſt monſoon, 
which was to commence at the latter end of 
March, made him reſolve to double Cape De 
men, in order to enter the South Sea. 
About half paſt ſix o'clock in the morning, a 
boat was ſent on board the Efperance, to com- 
municate to the Captain this determination. 
The wind fell all on a ſudden, when our ſhips 
were very cloſe to each other. A heavy ſwell 
increaſed the danger of this fituation. The 
bowſprit of the Eſperance was on the point of 
touching our taffarel, when the boats, which 
had juſt been hoiſted out, towed us clear. 
Wo found that the currents ſet to the north- 
ward. The biſcayan had been employed in 
making this obſervation, and, at the moment 
when we were hoiſting her in, one of the ring- 
bolts, by which ſhe was hooked, broke; ſhe 
fell into the water, and the gar e that had | 
been put in her was loſt. | 

Although we were ed of two hundred 

myriameters from the Cape, we perceived ſeve- 
ral albatroſſes {diomedea exulans), ſome of which, 
reſting on the ſurſace of the ſea, ſuffered them- 
ſelves to be approached within a little diſtance. 
They were ſeen, from time to time, burying 
their heads deeply in the water in ſearch of 
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The manner of flying of theſe birds is very 
aſtoniſhing. The flapping of their wings is not 
perceptible till the moment when tliey take their 
flight; and very often they, at the ſame time, 
employ their feet, which, being palmated, ſerve 
them to ſtrike the water repeatedly; in order to 
_ raiſe themſelves: this impulſe onte given they 
have no longer any occaſion to flap their Wingst 
they keep them very much ſpread, and ſeek their 
prey balancing theniſelves alternately! from right 
to leſt, and ſkimming rapidly along the ſurſac 
of the ſca. The equilibrium thus obtained, 
ſerves, no doubt, to accelerate their progreſs; 
but it does not ſeem likely to be ſufficient! fot 
ſupporting them in the air. Perhaps. an imper- 
ceptible tremor of their feathers is the prineipal 
cauſe of this extraordinary flight: on this ſap» 
poſition, they muſt neceſſarily have particulat 
muſcles; for which reaſon I think that the andy 
tomy of theſe birds merits the! greateſt attentiari; 
The pins of Buffon , [praceBaris | puſfitucs, 
Linn) were, very numerous in theſe ſeas. The 
flight of this bird is executed by a mechaniſm 
analogous to that of the albatroſs, for it fre- 
quently. flies a long time without any perceptible 
flapping. of the wings; it is only when it in- 
clines from one ſide to the other that it is ſeen 
to ſtrike the air with its loweſt wing, in ordet ta 
58 about ſuſtaudly. . 9w Se 
| 13 The 
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The courſe was fixed at ſouth- eaſt by eaſt, in 
order to paſs between the Iflands of St. Paul 
and of Amſterdam ; but the wind having come 
round to the fouth-eaſt, we were N to 
ſtand ſouth-ſouth-weſt, _ i 

On the 7th, about nine o'clock. in the 0 
ing, the wind brought us a ſtrong ſmell from 
the ſea; our; latitude was then 34 45 ſouth, 
and our longitude 44 5 caſt. In ſeas lefs known, 
we might have apprehended the vicinity of ſome 
land. It is probable that this ſmell proceeded 
from a heap of ſea-weed detached from the coaft 
Ad e carried! to a TO 
by the currents. 

On the 19th, one of our ſailors being intoxi- 
cated, jumped overboard; fortunately it was 
calm, and he was picked up: this immerſion did 
but ificreaſe his drunkenneſs, and, in his deli- 
rium, he would have jumped overboard a ſecond 
time, had he not been prevented. | 
Wich light winds, varying from ſouth-ſouth- 
eaſt to norih- norih · weſt, paſſing round by the 
eaſt, we continued for twelve days ſtanding on 
whatever tack could bring us neareſt to the 


direct courſe for carrying us between the Iſlands 
of Amſterdam and of St. Paul. If this route 
was the ſhorteſt relatively to the diſtance to be 
run, it was the moſt tedious on account of the 


calms that we I = while, by getting 
2407 8 
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qirectly more to the ſouthward, we ſhould ſoon 
have met with very freſh weſterly winds, which 
would have Sure us rapidly towards Cape 
Diemen. 

It was not till the 28th of March, that, having 
reached the latitude of 37“ 30“ ſouth, the w ing 
began to blow ftrong at north-north-weft. A 
great number of various ſpecies of mews and 
boobies announced to us the proximity of land, 
theſe birds never going far from it. In fact, we 
faw it in the ſouth-eaſt, about half paſt one 

o'clock in the afternoon; it was the Iſland of St. 
Paul, from which we were diftant four myria- 
meters, This ifland, which was diſcovered by 
Captain Valming, in 1696, was named the 
Iſland of Amſterdam ; and that which is more 
to the ſouthward received the name of the Iſland 
of St. Paul. Cook, who ſurveyed it in his laſt 
voyage, has adopted a quite contrary denomina- 
tion, by calling the Iſland of, Amſterdam that 
which is the ſouthernmoſt, and the Iſland of St. 
Paul that, which is the northernmoſt; this is the 
nomenclature that I have followed. 

The Ifland of St. Paul appeared, in the dit. 
tance, covered with thick clouds, above which, 
roſe the ſummits of the mountains. We were 
ſufficiently near it, about four o'clock, to diſ- 
tinguiſh perfectly that theſe clouds were formed 
M the ifland, whence iſſued a thick ſmoke, 

I 4 which 
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which almoſt entirely covered it, eſpecially. tos 
- wards the north; flames were ſeen, in dif- 
ferent points, and it was ſoon diſcovered that 
the foreſts were in a blaze; the traces of the 
fire, and the ſmoke which appeared ſucceſſively 
in different places, exhibited.the progreſs, of the 
conflagration. We ſhaped our courſe {d as to 
paſs as near as poſſible to windward, of the 
iſland; the ſame ſpecies, of birds that vg had 
ſeen a few hours before we got fight of it,; were 
flying in great numbers round the rocks, which 
ſerved them as à retreat, A. great many. ſeals 
were ſwimming in the midſt of the large heaps 
of ſea-weed. detached from the coaſt, the ſouth 
fide of which we ranged along, at the diſtance 
of a demi-kilometer. This, fleep. coaſt 18, very 
ſaſe; the ſea followed the direction of it, and 
would have appriſed us of the danger of ap- 
proaching it, had it. been ſkirted by ſhoals. 
Rocks, . about 30 from north to ſouth, 
and which I took to be compoſed of ſtrata of 
free-fione, formed the mountains to the ſouth- 
weſt, which exhibited great declivities as far as 
the ſea-ſhore., Farther on to the ſouth, were ſeen 
horizontal ſtrata of the ſame ſpecies of ſtone ; 
thence iſſued a ſmall riyulet,, the waters of 
which fell into the ſea, forming a caſcade. Per- 
pendicular ſurſaces of rock exhibited, on a large 
ſcale, thoſe firange forms known under the de- 
5 nomina- 
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powination of IH. We: obſerved a thin ſmoke 
iſſue in puffs from a ſmall ſubterraneous aper- 
ture at a little diſtance from the ſhore: we were 
ignorant whether theſe; forefts had been ſet in 
flames by the ſubterraneous fire or by the hand 
of man. I learnt at the Iſle of France, at 
the time of my return from the South Sea, 
that an American ſhip had carried to the Iſlands 
of Amſterdam and of St. Paul, ſome men com- 
miſſioned to extract oil from the ſeals, which 
are there very numerous. Notwithſtanding our 
attention to diſcover if our aſſiſtance would not 
be required, we ſaw no ſignal to appriſe us that 
this iſland was inhabited. Beſides, it would have 
been impoſſible to have put in there, for we 
could ſeek a ſhelter only to-leeward of this land, 
where the thick ſmoke would have put us in 


danger oſ being ſuffocated. The ſmell of this 


ſmoke indicated nothing but vegetables on fire. 
Tbe mountains flope towards the ſouth-eaſſ; 
ſo that in favourable weather it would be eaſy 
to land on that ſide. We here ſaw ſome little 
rivulets, which, after Son gent; mix 
their waters with thoſe of the ſea. wl 11 
We were only at a ſmall diſtance from me 
iſland when the night came on. This land then 
appeared all in a blaze; and the ſmoke, which 
imbibed all its brightneſs, gave to the ſky a 
tat 90147 MHOUR £0 geo 
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copper-coloured tint, as at the approach of a 
ſtorm. 

The Iſland of St. paul, which 5 is about two 
myriameters in circumference, is fituated in the 
latitude of 377 56“ ſouth, and longitude of 75 2 
eaſt, 

: The yariation of the compaſs PRIN: 175 30 
welt,” 

The wind, which continued to blow eee 
the north-weſt and the ſouth-weſt, occaſioned 
the mercury in the barometer: to deſcend gradu- 
ally eight lines; it had, on the iſt of April, 
ſtood at 27 inches 7 lines, when ſome very 
heavy ſqualls carried us as much as ten knots an 
hour before the wind, under the foreſail and the 
main- topſail, which was lowered on the cap on 
account of its violence: this was the only day 
during the whole voyage that we went ſo faſt 
through the water. We had now reached the 
latitude of 40* 30“ ſouth, and the longitude of 
85* caſt. 

We had hitherto went that at leafi we had 
not been deceived at Breſt, reſpecting the qua- 
lity of the biſcyit ; but it was diſcovered, when 
too late, that a part of it had already been on 
ſhipboard; accordingly, after we had been five 
months at ſea, it was filled with a prodigious 
number of larus, which produced little weevils 


of the ſpecies known by the name of dermeftes 
paniceus. 
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paniceus, Theſe inſects, with which we were 
infeſted, were become extremely troubleſome ; 
they came in the evening and burnt themſelves 
in the candle, in ſo great numbers, that they 
frequently extinguiſhed it. The larve quitted 
the biſcuit to ſpread through all our proviſions ; 
they hopped, bending themſelves at the ſame 
time, like thoſe which commonly live in cheeſe, 
It was a long time before we could conquer hs 
averſion which they occafioned us, 

On the ad, forme violent and very bee 
ſqualls rendered various manœuvres neceſfary ; 
Cretin, the officer of the watch, forgot to ſhiver 
the main-topſail before he clued it up, and it 
was inſtantly ſplit. 

'Being, on the 4th of April, in the latitude of 

40? ſouth,” and longitude of 92? caſt, we ſaw a 
decade number of birds, among which wers 
gulls and boobies, which ſeldom go far from 
land. It is very probable that we were at no 
great diſtance from ſome iſland or rock. Al- 
though we made a good run during the night, 
we ftill faw the ſame ſpecies of oceanic birds the 
next morning. The country that ſerves them 
as a refuge, will one day be diſcovered, when 
theſe ſeas ſhall een 

On the 14m, the mercury in the barometer 
FF to 

27 
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27 inches 7 lines, announced to us tempeſtuous 
winds ; they blew from the weſt and ſouth- weſt, 
raiſing a dreadful ſea, which often broke on 
Board: there came one, about five ' o'clock in 
te afternoon, which. partly taking us under the 
mizen chains, ſtruck the ſhip's quarter with 
ſuch violence, that ſeveral of our ſeamen thought 
that we had touched on a rock; the ſhock was 
terrible, and ſome of the eee leaked | im- 
mediately after, / 
When a bebe ſea ca to | irike a veflel 
on the beam, the chains are frequently damaged, 
the water lodging under the broad planks which 
keep them off from the ſide. Would it not be 
an improvement to ſubſtitute ' to theſe planks 
iron ftanchions, on which the chains of the chain- 
wales ſhould reſt; or, if the planks: were ſuffered 
to remain, could not a ſheathing be adapted to 
prevent the ſea from acting on them? N 
I be violence of the roll had made the Admiral 
fall againſt one of the angles of a bird- organ, 
intended as a preſent ſor ſome chief of the 
ſavages. The ſurgeon thought that the firſt of 
the falſe ribs had been fractuted; the pain was 
ſo acute, that the Admiral, in meeting fainted 
away; but he ſoon recovered.  _ 

During the night there was in the alba A 
fuperabundance of electric maiter, a part of which 


had juſt been ſpent by means of our conductors; 
; at 
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at their apper extremity was remarked a lumi- 
nous ſpark, which repeatedly ſettled there. The 
water was more phoſphoric than uſual. es 
Towards morning a very heavy ſea broke over 
the gangway, and filled the between-decks. I 
was awaked ſuddenly by the water with which. 
my cabin was overflowed, and I imagined for a 
moment that the veſſel was going down. It 
took a long time to get rid of this body of water. 
Three or four waves like that we had juſt ſhip- 
ped, would infallibly have-ſent us to the bottom. 
We ſhould not have incurred this danger, if the 
ee had been properly ſecured. it 
On the _ of April, when we were in the 
latitude of 43* ſouth and longitude of 129 caſt; 
there was no variation of the miete needle. 
On the-19th it was announced to the Eſperance 
that the rendezvous, in caſe of ſeparation, would 
be Cape Diemen, in Pros wrt in * of. 
Oyfter Bay. rf 
During the night of the 20th, we — to under 
the foreſail, the proximity of the coaſt, accord - 
ing to our reckoning, not permitting us to 
ſand on. We ſounded, at nine o'clock in the 
evening, but could not ſtrike ground with a; 
line of eighty fathoms; on hauling in the 
lead, there came up a. great number of phoſ- 
phoric molecules, the ſize of Which was 
from one to two — Now that the 
2 comprethbility 


a 
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- comprefſibility of water is clearly demonſtrated, 


we know the principal cauſe which makes theſe 
different bodies keep at a greater or leſs depth, in 
proportion to their ſpecific weight. , 

As ſoon as daylight appeared we made ſal, 
d eaſt - north- eaſt. | 

About half paſt nine o'clock. tes « 
very pointed rock, known by the name of the 
Me. tone; ſome other rocks and lands of mid- 
dling height were diſcerned in the eaſtern quarter. 
The coaſt occaſionally exhibited ſmall bights ; 
mountains of moderate elevation were ſeen at a 
little diſtance' from the ſhore, and we could diſ- 
tinguiſn the large trees which crowned their 


ſummit. 
It was not long before we artived ot the en- 


trance of a bay open to the ſouth-eaſt. An 


iſland was remarked to the eaſtward; nearer, to 


the eaſt by north, were diſcovered ſome breakers. 


The Admiral intended to go and anchor in 
Adventure Bay. His accident did not yet allow 
him to leave his cabin; be could direct the courſe 
only by the bearings that were given him as ſoon 


as they were taken. An incorrect bearing com- 


municated by Citizen Willaumez , made him 
| | ” oe give 
On our making Cape Diemen, Willaumez was charged to 


take the bearings. The commander of the expedition defired to 


r Willaumez ſent him word 
that 


% 
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give * for manceuvring a as to enter the 
bay that was on our larboard hand. In vain we 
looked for Penguin Ifland, thinking that we 
were in Adventure Bay, while in fact we were 
in Storm Bay, ſo called by Taſman, becauſe, 
after having entered it in 1642, in the month of 
November, he experienced a ſtorm ſrom the 
ſouth-eaſt, which, blowing dead on the ſhore, 
mens ee e ven ke h 
| * a very high! pi in this — 
were perſectly ſheltered from the weſterly wind. 
The depth of water was from fifteen to twenty- 
five ſathoms, over a bottom of broken ſhells. 
The Admiral was on the point of leaving it, in 
order to go and ſpend the night in the offing ; 
however, he determined to diſpateh two boats; the 
ane to the northward and the other to the north- 
weſt, to try to diſcover ſome place of ſhelter. 
The boat that had gone to the northward found- 
a cove. where our ſhips could enter: the bottum 
was good holding ground. Wood and water 
might eaſily be procured there: the boat's crew 
mamma, 


7 * 


ben Ge this rock Groth 297; wah bile entering 
eaſt. . The Admiral then gave orders for ſtanding into the bay 
on our larboard hand, naturally thinking that we were ly 
to Adventure Bay. 


a me 
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which were heaps of ſhell-fiſh that pol been 
broiled by the natives. | 
lt was too late to reach this acbb belore 
dark. As the weather was fine, it was decided, 
about five o'clock, to let go the anchor in Storm 
Bay, in ten fathoms water, over a bottom of gray 
fand. It was fixty-four days fince we had left the 
Cape. Moſt of the navigators who have preceded 
us, have not taken more than from fiſty to fiſty- 
ive days to make the ſame run. It is however to 
be remarked, that they got to the ſouthward as 
quickly as poſſible, in order to catch the weſtetly 
winds. The route is a little longer; but at ſea 
it is not always in following the ſhorteſt track 
that a ſhip makes the quickeſt paſſage. A navi- 
gator ſhould make himſelf well acquainted with 
the moſt uſual direction of the winds, in order 
to go and ſeek thoſe which are favourable. The 
night continued to be very ſine, although the air 
was charged with great humidity. We were 
ſneltered from the wind that blew from the 
fouth-weft and weſt- north. weſt, ſome light +, open 
of which we nevertheleſs experienced. 
' © We caught with hook and line a great many 
fiſhes, and of very diverſified ſpecies; among 
which the moſt numerous of all was a ſpecics of 
kala. | 
The variation of the magnetic needle at the. 


me of our paſſing under the meridian of the 
Iſle 
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Iſle of France; and at the Alanee of ep 
of a hundred and fifty myriameters to the ſouth- 
wurd, had been 12 more than that which is ob- ä 
| ſerved on approaching that iſland : this is à very 
great variation in N. . Pe to the Fear hy 
The greateſt weſterly variation ROLF 15 
on the enn 30 30“; our latitade | 
being then 34 zo ſouth; and our longitude 
37 45˙ eaſt: from this point it contmued to 
diminiſh, and, in the latitude of 435 fouth, and 
longitude of 1297 eaſt, we found no 8 | 
it then became eaſterly, and increaſed 5 
tion as we advanced to the eaſtward. Ft 
The weſterly variation of the rt 1 
obſerved at the point where it was the greateſt, 
had been owing more to the change of longitude 
than to that of latitude ;\ while aſterwards, till 
we were under the meridian of the Ile of France, 
it ſeemed to depend much more on the degrees 
of latitude; for from the point where it had been 
| the greateſt as far as to the wendian of that iſland, 
after having made 175 of longitude, and 2 30 
of latitude,” the difference of the variation had 
been only 4% while in a latitude” of 17 more - 
ſoutherly, the variation had been found 120 
greater than that of the Ile of France:! 
de pbhoſphoreſcenoe of the ſea- water had in 
this-run diminiſhed in proportion to our diſtance 
VOL. 1. K from 
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| from. the land; ſo that long before we ſaw the 


Iſland of St. Paul, I could ſcarcely remark 
. whey, the water | wa 
rough. i: 

The thermometer in this paſſage did a fall 
8 than 8e above o, and did not riſe higher 


than 20% 
The ieee had riſen to 


5 28 inches 7 lines, and had not fallen lower than 


27 inches 7 lines. | 

; When in this run we had ala the 8 
winds, the currents had ſet us from 10 to 200 
2 day to the northward; but being arrived off the 
ſouth-weſt coaſt of New Holland, we had been 
carried to the eaſtward. Theſe. different direc- 
tions are owing to the ſituation of the lands. | 
Our tables for the correction of the irregular 
going of the time-keepers, occaſioned by the dif- 
ference of the temperature, extended only to the 


| 15th degree of Reaumur' dee and the 


with weights, was, detenmined 4 from the 
rogth degree to the 115th. It had been con- 
fantly upwards of 115*, and the temperature of 
the atmoſphere had been very frequently below 
the 1 gthꝰ of the thermometer. It was neceflary 


to have at leaſt this degree. of heat in the place 


whe ee A com- 
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mon lamp fully anſwered” this purpoſe; but a 
lamp with an air-tube was 2 WR in vw that 
nnn 

The ſame boats returned the next day, the 
* to ſound the entrance of the greek, where 
we intended to anchor; for there had nat beep 
time to complete this operation the day before. 
About half paſt nine o'clock we. xeceived- the 
agreeable news that it was a well-ſheltered bar- 
hour, the bottom of which was a, muddy. 1a 
whexe the anchors would hold for ever 3 the depth 
of water was not leſs than three fathoms and 3 
half at about balf- flood. The ſoundings had 
been from to aud a half to four fathowsthrough- 
out a great extent of the harbour, which runs 
into the country for near a demi · myriameter: in 
_ every; reſpect it was preferable to Adventure 
Bay. A ſhip might here lay in 8 gack of wood 
aud water with the greateſt facility. 

A contrary, but light wind, did not prevent us | 
from warping abead ; but ſcarcely had we pro- 
ceeded a kilometer on our way, when the wind 
freſhened, avd made us reſolve to let go an 
anchor: the Eſperance however continued warp- 
ing, and before night ſhe was vety be io en- 
trance of the harbour. 

The boat ſent a fiſhing had at a 8 
he net brought back fiſh enough to ſatiafy every 


K 2 one 


* 
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one vith Open; wide bo ment "ver 
Hut. Ho al. 
We were not a little aſtoniſhed to n 
different fi des caught with hook and line during 
the night, ſome ſharks about two meters long; 
they were of the ſpecles deſignated by the name 
of /qtzakis" cinereus; This ſhark-does not quit the 
| bottom of che lea; we never ſaw it make its ap- 
on the ſurface of the water during the 

whole" time of our lay at Cape Diemen. It 
des not appear to be dangerous to man: 
var ſallors Bathed often, and no accident hap- 
pened to them. This fiſh finds in ſuch abundance 
wherewithal to ſatiate his voracity, that he does not 
attack men; otherwiſe the natives of this coun- 
try, who dive to great depths! in ſearchi of lob- 
ſters and other ſhell-fiſh; on which they ſubſiſt, 
would be ĩnoeſſantly An to 770 ene by 

theſe animals? 7 1911 
Some niountains, the a height of 
vhich ſeemed to be atleaſt a kilometer, were ſeen 
at the diſtanoe of ihręs myriameters to the north. 
Their ſummits were covered with large trees; whoſe 
verdute ſtiſt added to the beauty of * 
proſpect which they afforded us. 

An officer from our ſhip having been D the 
morning to ſound towards the head of the har- 


hour, and having — dul Moore, had found a 
ſew 
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ey huts, and near them ſome remains of broiled 
ſhell-fiſh, which had evidently-ſerved for a my. | 
to ſome natives of the country... . ... 
As it was. almoſt. calm, we weighed anchor 
few. hours before daylight on the 23d, in order 
to warp ahead. The calm till continuing, it was | 
more expeditious to tow the ſhip; and the boats 
ſoon brought us into the harbour. A rock ſituat- 
ed in the middle of the channel, was leſt on the 
larboard hand, and we ranged very cloſe along 
it; the depth of water there had been from a 
quarter leſs three to three fathoms ahd a half; 
from four fathoms and a half to five and a half _ 
had been found io the other parts of the a 
channel. | 
Me let go the anchor about eight o "clock, in 
three ſathoms water, after having procceded near 
three quarters of a kilometer up the harbour, to 
which was given the name of Port D'Entre- 
cafteaux. The neareſt ſhore lay to the eaſtward 
of us, at the diſtance of a demi-kilometer. 
It is difficult to expreſs the ſenſation we felt at 
the aſpect of this ſolitary baven, ſituated at the 
extremity of the globe, where we at length found 
a ſecure ſhelter, after having been ſo long buf- 
| feted by impetuous winds, ö 
The ſame boats went to tow the Eſperance. 
; Als and o'clock in the afternoon ſhe anchored + 
x 3 to 


— 
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to the ſouthward of the Recherche, at about 
three hectometers diſtance. 

An attempt was made to approach the ſhore 
without having previouſly taken exact ſound- 
ings; but we ſoon got aground on the mud, 
and we were obliged to heaye quickly at the 


capſiery, is order to bring the ſh ip off again. ; 


2 te#y . 
0 
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by at Pors DV Batbeeafti.— Indiations of its 
erer being frequented by ſevages.— Various ex- 
© eurfions to the interior of the country. Trees. of 
a prodigious height.—Goodnefs of the foil. —Black 
ſwans. — Large trunks of trees, excavated by fire, 
- ſerve as a retreat to the natroes.—Kangouroo.— 
Different anatomical abſervatians compared — 
"Tracks of wild beafts at Cape Djemen.—Sheds 
* erected by the natives. Frame of their Its. 
A violent fquall breaks our moormg-chain. 
EI: get aground on the mud. —We mers with 
' @ young ſavage. —We diſcover a frail, " by 
_ which a peſſel may paſs from Storm Bay to Ad- 
venture Bay. — Huts of the ſavages. Seal called 
phoea monachus.—The heart of this amphibious 
animal has no foramen ovale. —Other various 
Point of comparative anatomy.—Signs of wild 
beafts at Cape Diemen.— Hut which appeared #6 
u, to have been recently inhabited. —Trees fit for 
Ship- building.—Viviparous fly, the lar vis of which 
| ſoon decaſioned fleſh to putreſy.— Broilad human 
bones found by Citizen Riche. The Sai 
e the Recherche lſes himſelf in the woods —The | 
two fhips get aground on the mu. Some utemſ ls 
| Y the ſavages. Situation of the obſervatory; = 
2 K 4 Wen 
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Variation of the magnetic needle. —The time of 
high water in the harbour on the days of the new 
and full moon. Me leave Port D' Entrecafteaus 


% 


in order to paſs through the flrait of the ſame 


name. Several fires. — Natives ſeen on the 


_ beach — One of them ſets fire to the buſhes in 
* ſeveral places —We anchor in a very extenſive 
bay, at the entrance of D Entrecafteaus's Sirait. 
 =—Excurſion to the neighbouring country.—Na- 
tives furpriſed cloſe by the little fires where they 
were preparing their food, —The flrait diſcovered 
©. by our boats, called D'Entr Strait. 
Mie anchor in different parts of the channel. Ex- 
_ cur ſions into the. country ſituated along its ſhores. 
A few natives croſs it in a catamaran. Various 
meetings with the ſavages, > . 
4 r $ M. 


A 
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the head of Storm Bay, is a baſin of a nearly 
oval form, which'extends about a demi-myria- 
meter towards the 'north-north-eaſt, and the 


+ greateſt breadth of which is about a kilometer 


and a half. The large ſoreſts by which we were 


ſurrounded on all ſides, and the mountains at 
no great diſtance, which ſheltered more than 


half of the circumference of this harbour, added 


ſtill to the ſecurity of the anchorage, The 


moſt NE weather did not prevent gur 
er | ; boats 


— 
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boats from croſſing it without fear. A muddy 
bottom, of about three fathoms and a half, ex- 
empts a veſſel ſrom damage in caſe ſhe happens 
to get aground. Upwards of a hundred ſhips 
of. the line might here anchor in ſafety, and 
' would find as much mann, 
might want. 


Towards the narth-north-eaſt, at the hand - 


this harbour, is the mouth of a ſmall river, 
which one of our boats could not aſcend far, 
fronx its being obſtrudted by large trees Ving 
acroſs: we ſaw here a few. wild ducks. 10 

Some ſheds, lightly built of the bark of trees, 
| ſanding along its banks, announced to us that 
they were frequented by the natives. We found 
here a quantity of the ſea · weed known to natu - 
raliſts under the denomination of ſucus gal mains, 
cut nearly in the form of a bag uſed ſor counters 
at play. It was à water-veſſel, and, when found, 
it was yet full. | 
| 997 on the welt fide! of the hoe: 
bour that ſhips can | procure water with the 
greateſt facility, We took in ours to the weſt - 
ſouth-weſt. Our wood, was cut on the <ppaſity 
ſhore... 

A fire lighted towards, the ſouth, at the dic. 
tance of a myriameter, - appriſed us that there 


were ſavages living not far from us, although 
we had never ſeen any of them. L's 


I went 


13 - voract 1% Aken 

went on ſhore in the afternoon with the 
gardener and two of our people, in order to 
penetrate towards the north caſt. We were 
ſtruck with admiration at the ſight of theſe an · 
Gent ſoreſis which the batchet had not hitherto 
touched. The eye was aſtoniſhed at the prodi- 
gious height of the trees; ſome of the ſamily of 
the myrii were upwards of a demi - hectometer 
(more than one hundred and fifty feet) high : 
their buſhy tops were crowned with a foliage 

of perpetual verdure ; ſeveral of them falling, 
from age, found a ſupport on their neighbours, 
and fell to the ground only in proportion as they 
rotted. The moſt vigorous vegetation forms an 
admirable contraſt with this fate of decay; and 
here is ſeen, in all its grandeur, the ſtriking 
picture of Nature, who, ah to I 1 2 
only to renow ate. 

The trees of this ſoreſt were not, e 
0 thick as ta prevent our entering it. We 
walked a long time over à foil where the 
waters, being occafionally obſtructed in their 
courſe, had formed marſhes : we vifited their 
banks,and we found, farther on; fome ſmall rivu- 
lets of very good water. Almaſt every where was 
ſeen an excellent vegetable mould, often up- 
wards of four decimeters in depth; it lies on 
eee rer ; 


"We 


* 
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We here and there met With an ln 
earth, which, imbibing water with the greateſt 
facility, forms quagrhires : "beſides, | this clay, 
carried away by the waters that filtrate through 
the lands, has left little cavities, and fometimes 
large pools, - the ſurface of which being covered 


with plants concealy the danger, One moment 
inadyertence would occaſion a perſbn to fall in; 
and indeed this happened à few days iter t 
Surgeon of the Eſperance. Being out a ſhooting, | 
be thought that he was ſetting his foot on 
ſolid ground, and he funk into a very deep 
pond. He diſappeared in an ihflant ; bot — | 
beugen he could ſwim. | 
We found” in the woods . _— IF 
Kits: Sulf branches of trees were difpoſtd"to 
receive the bark with We the 'putives covet 


| theſe cabins. 


"This excurfion procured us various ſpecies of 
eucalyptus, among which was that deſignated 
by White under the name of eucalyptus rf 


fera.” It is a yery large tree, the ſungous bark 


of which is eaflly detached, and is often ner 


a decimeter in thickneſs. It produces a tefinous” 
gum of a reddiſh colour, which is aftringent, 
and may be uſed in medicine. We alſo gathered 
ſeveral ſpecimens of philadelphus, a new ſpe- 
Fes « of N and the e u ole, Ke. | 
On 
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On de ſkirts of the, ſhore. we met Citizen 
[Riche's ſervant, highly pleaſed with having 


killed 2 few birds which he was carrying to his 
maſter. This ſervant, recovering from. indiſpo- 


| fition, was ſtill under the:care of the Surgeon of 
the Eſperance, Who thought that he bad a right 
0 the game killed by his patient; but neither 


the threats of being purged, nor even thoſe of 


E being put on a low diet, could extort from him 


a ſingle bird. And indeed the Doctor kept bis 


word ; he obliged him to ſubmit to a regimen, 


and to ſwallow a purgatiye. This poor fellow 


4 learnt, by fad. experience, the danger of reſiſt· 


ing the ſurgeon of a ſhip. From that day, when; 


ever he went a. ſhooting, he no; ſooner, faw M. 


Jovanet, however far diſtant, than he ran off 
as faſt as his legs could carry him, 
We proceeded for ſome time 3 ths 
north-eaſt, and before dark we reached the 


g ſhore. the neaxeſt to our ſhips, to which We ex 


. pected to be conveyed immediately, as we had 


been promiſed to have a boat ſent for us as ſoon 


nas we hailed. . We might have been put, on 


+> 


board in five minutes, but we were obliged to 
Wait with patience for two hours on the beach. 


It would have been proper to have a boat Nr a 

deſtined for the uſe of the naturaliſts. 1 
One of our party ſhot, on the lake, a bird 
very aſtoniſhing for the ſingularity of its plu- 
mage 
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mage ; ſt vg a new ſpecies of foam; a little 
larger than ours. It had the ſame fine ſhape; its 
colour, of à ſhining black, was as remarkable 
as the white colour of our ſwan; it had only ſix 
large white feathers in each wing; a character 
which I have conſtantly remarked in ſeveral 
others that were killed afterwards; The bill at 
the upper mandible is of a red colour, with a 
tranſverſal whitiſh ſtripe towards the extremity. 
On the baſe of the male's bill is to be obſerved 
a ſwelling, forming two protuberances hardly 
perceptible in that of the female. - The lower 
mandible is red on the edges and whitiſh-un- 
derneath. NE r IE _ 
Plate IA.) | a 1 
On the 24th, Ats ben Welch 4 
ing before I could deſcribe and prepare the ſpeci- 
mens which I had collected the day before. 1 
then went to Wer eee ee 
eaſtward of our anchorage. SES 
Aſter having gone ſeveral times into the 
- -woods a kilometer at moſt from the ſea-ſhore, L 
was obliged to return towards the beach, it wWas 
ſo difficult to penetrate into theſe foreſts. Not 
only did the underwood prevent my entrance, 
but the paſſes were oſten barred by large trees 
fallen to the ground. The direction ſrom ſouth- 
weſt to north-eaſt, which they have generally 


? r e proves that they had been ; 


15 | R blown 
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blown down by the violent: ſouth-eaſt winds, 
Theſe trees, the roots of wich are neatly hori- 
 zontal; take little hald of the foil; ſometimes 
they vecupy in their fall a large extont of ground, 
wlüch at a diſtance'exhibits:all the appearances 
af A Wall raiſed by the Hand of ma 
1» The fineft trees in this country art ſperies of 
excalypras; their otdinary thick neſs is fix meters; 
I meaſured ſeveral of them that were not leſs 
than eight meters and a half in circurhference. 
Abe ſpungy bark of the e#ca/pptus te/inifera, be- 
- come flippery from the hamidity that conſtantly 
prevails in theſe thick foreſts, ſtill augmented 
the difficulty of penetrating imo them. This 
bark is detached with the greateſt eaſe in pieces 
extremely pliant, which the natives make uſe 
bf to cover their cabins; there are ſtrips, often 
fourdecimeters in breadth; which fall off of them- 
#lves from the lower part of the trunk; it is 
not difficult 12,11" hex eee 
meters in length. 
| Mott of the tare es near tis! hay have 
been excavated by fire towards their root. Theſe 
apertures," which are for the moſt pirt ſituated 
to the north-eaſt, form a ſhelter 'ngainſt the 
ſouth-weſt wind, which appears to be the moſt 
de no doubt but they are the work of man; for 
had they been fet on fire by accident, as by the 
awd combuſtion 


1 
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combuſiion of ſhrubs, growing in the ſhade! of 
theſe foreſts, the tree would have ſuffered in 
every part of its. circumference. Theſe excavar 
tions in trees ſerve as a place of ſhelter. to the 
vatives, who come hither to make their meals; 
we. found here remains of jobſters and other 
ſhell-fiſh which they had been cating.: we;Jaw 
alſo, in ſeveral of them, the aſhes of ſmall fires. 
which they, had kindled to dreſs their food... The 
favages are not in the greateſt ſaſety under theſe 
lange trees, partly undermined by fire; a irong 
wind may blow them down; nor do they lie 
within them too much at their calc, for the 
ground is often very unequal, and we perceived 
no means taken for diminiſhing its hardaeſs, 
Anderſon, ſpeaks: of fire-places of clay made in 

theſe trees by the natives. The clay which, I 
ſaw there did not appear to me to be faſhion- 
ed by the hand of man; it is ſometimes te be 

ſound naturally attached between the boughs at a 

greater or les height. Beſides, the, ſavages, ag 
Wee ſhall (ee in dhe ſequel, de not conktrudt fe- 
places; they make their fire ſimply on the 
ground, and it is on the coals that they dec 
their victualss. + ward he 
Some of the thickeſt trees, excavated, by fire 
throughout their whole length, ſormed a ſort. of 
chimney ; yet they did not the eee 
* 


L 
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Several large trees which we felled during our 
ſtay, were, notwithſtanding their very healthy 
appearance, diſcovered to be rotten in the heart. 
© Aſter having followed the ſea-ſhore, which 
extends to the ſouth-eaſt, forming various ſinu- 
ofities, we wiſhed to penetrate acroſs ſome 
marſhes, and get to the places made ſolid by the 
roots of plants; but a new ſpecies of /clerya, two 
or three meters in height, the leaves of which 
cut our hands and face, prevented us from pro- 
creding farther. 

In this excurſion I killed ſome birds of the 
motacilla genus, and different parrots, among 
which I remarked Wo New Caledonia Ir ag 
deſcribed by Latham. 

We returned towards the entrance of the har- 
bobs: where our people had juſt been erecting 
the tents of the obſervatory ; we were certain to 
find there a boat to carry us on board. 
© "The aſtronomers waited near eight hours and 
a quarter to obſerve "Jupiter's firſt ſatellites; 
but notwithſtanding their diligence they were 
not in proper time, and the obſervation could 
not be made. Bonvouloir, one of the officers 
of our ſhip, who had long before made the pre- 
 Iiminary calculations, was fo affected at tbis 

. . e that he could not refrain from 


ſhedding tears. 


3 g | yl One 
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One of our ſportſmen, found, a, young. kan- 
garoo on the ſea- ſhore. This anima L aſter 
having run a hundred meters on the ſand, 82 
into the water, and was Killed. It i is to be ob- 
ſerved, that in its caurſe it made very good uſe of | 
all its four legs, reſting upon its fore feet, which, 
as well as the hind ones, are without- hair dpd 
neath; although, from the manner in which this 
animal has been repreſented, it ſeems not calcu - 
lated to employ, in running, any but its hind 
legs. As it comes out of its burrow much 
more by night than by day, nature has provided 
it with a membrane, known to zoologiſts under 
the denomination of membrana nifitans, fituated 
at the interior angle of the eye, and extending at 
pleaſure over the whole ball. Its ſtomach, which 
was filled with herbs, was divided by three large 
and very diſtinct partitions. This character 
would appear to aſſimilate it to ruminating qua- 
drupeds. It had the teſticles on the outſide. 
Theſe animals find probably ſome food on the 
ſea-ſhore, for the marks of their feet are fre- 
quently to be ſeen on the ſands, N 

On the 25th of April, after having delivered 
to the painter a few plants to have them drawn, 
I walked towards the ſouth-eaſt, following the 
' windings of the beach: large pebbles, very flip- 
pery and heaped together on its borders, ren- 
dered the road very difficult. 
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/ We ſoon found, at the entrance of the wood, 
a ſhed, erected by the-natives, in order to ſhelter 
them from the ſea breezes; it was conſtructed of 
ſtrips of the bark of the eucalyptus refimfera, in- 
terwoven in Rakes fixed perpendicularly in the 
ground, and diſpoſed ſo as to form an arch of 
the third of the circamference of a circle, being 
three meters in length by one meter in height. 
Its conyex fide was turned towards the ſea ? a 
ſmall ſpot of a circular form covered with afhes, 
and cloſe by it the remains of ſhell-fiſh, indi- 
cated the place where the inhabitants had pre- 
a pared their meal. This fort of fkreen is very 
| ___ _ aafefal to prevent their fires from being extin- 
* guiſhed, when the ſea breezes blow with vio- 
Jence. 
| | Aſter having croſſed a tongue of 1.7 ve 
Fa 7; proceeded with difficulty in the midſt of the 
| moving ſands of a vaſt, beach, the ſkirts of which 
the ſea had juſt overflowed. 
We found at the entrance of tlie wood another 
thed, of the ſame ſhape and height as the former, 
but it was twice as long: we ſaw in it ſome 
fragments of water-veſſels. They were pieces 
> ol the ficus palnatus, which had been damaged, 
3 and could be of no farther uſe to the inhabitants. 
We were now on the banks of a lake which 


"communicates with. 2 1 at high water. This 
r lake 
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lake is not above a kilometer and a half long, by 
a demi kilometer it its greateſt breadtn. 
On our return, by à more direct path through 
the wood, we perceived ſome ſkeletons of ca- 
bins. Branches fixed in the ground by the two 
ends were ſupported one upon the other, to 
form hemiſpherical huts, of a meter and a half 
in height: the leaves of a particular ſort of graſs 
were uſed as faſtenings, and held together this 
frame, which was then almoſt far enough ad- 
vanced to receive the covering of bark that * | 
ders theſe cabins impervious to rain. 
| I eppeanit archi been be beer 
_ ſcarce or very ſhy. Although a great number 
of ' perſons belonging to the two ſhips had 
ſauntered to a conſiderable diſtance, Oy re 
met with a fingle inhabitant :. 
There prevail at Cape Diemen, abend of 
its High latitude, impetuous winds, which comp 
don in flurries from the ET 
tains. For fear of expoſing our cables to be s 
ted in the muddy bottom where we lay at an- 


chor, it had been reſolved to take them in, and 


to ride by our chain. A violent ſquall from th 
north-weſt carried us adrift, and we went aſhore 
on the eaſt coaſt, working ourſelves into the mud. 
Aſter having got in the ſhort piece of cable made 
faſt to the chain, we were greatly aftoniſhed to 
n one of the links was broken. No flaw 
40 £4 w 


— 
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As abfribaiin the iron f but it appeared that 4 


brittle ſort of iron had been employed in the fa- 
_ Bijexrich of the chain. It was fortunate for! us 
" thitt we madle the trial of it ima harbouf, where 
_ #6 ran no other riſk than that of getting into the 
mud otherwiſe this chain, on which: we built 
* Bir caſey; might have ca ned the los of the 


«1090! 77 FO 6H 


5 Dr che sech 1 ds dtliged 16 Key dom ward 


all-day, im order to prepare and deſcribe the nu- 
morbus ſpecimens pf natural Gy which bad 


s before colledt du. 

1 Nen dsdenlag ut day-bedal. "Re ſet ont; Wit! 
a intent of going to us great a diſtance as we 
bald We landed tb the ſoutiu caſt. After 
_ having! ſhilkted-aldng- ther hure, a path fre- 


quented by the natives enabled us to croſs the 


wordt chat lay ta the ſputh We at length reached 


a fine ſandy beacli, which extends neur tw Kilo- 


N meters in the ſume direttionnsnd‚ nods 
6 Ache portes ore e bu, the woody ſtem 


_ which was covered with very ſmall fleſhy 
eaves, grew in theſe-ati@regiohs. Although = 
ae wind was very faint, the fea broke with vio- 


Amend, apd overſlowed a great extent of beach: 


Vl three ſucceffive waves w obſerved very tegu- 
AJurly ohe, which; uſter having riſen much higher 
han the others, ſpread moch farthet, and obliged 


"os be eee from the ſeaſide. 


8 4 | | - On 


* 
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- On a little hillock which projecis.tonar tata 
tas. I ptocured dhe: pretty pegies of 2 
Kiel. - nt adn Nn ode bawidodgid 
„We were procceding ; acrofs;the Saxgit, not tak 
from the ſca, when ove oh our park: ia LARS 
native, wha fled teriſied at a dhot-fixed.at ach 
Having ſoon been appriied of this pcchingy 
of us rah. to theo fad, with an ints tin, U 
joying· an interview wid he inhabitants G hig 
country; hut qurref hes were We AGPPFRPICS 
the young ſavage had diſappeared last inG 
cipitately-into the oloſeſi ducketu athtbs NI 
tearing his ſkin, ſor he Mare Ude Ghee N 
found at the placeifrom hich be had 20), 
ſhed to kerp bi the fea breegemnutblard jus = 
ſpting;:whence iſſued very dear ter V ſounꝗ 
ſome vertebræ, the hody of hab ve Co 
timeters' thick, and a pretty Jarge 65. JPY, | 
which I judged to have belonged to forme #Dply- 
bios animal. aud bud vw ndlad 161, ; 006 
Tue hope of meeting with Nu fu wages aal. 
us determite to continue to adam inte, 
Hood, and there paſg the nigln. Mee wabkes fer 
an hout towards, the ſouth-eaſt; ob inig tog 
ſebves u fifficult road; till we ani Nd a mage 
phiin,j which ettemp to the fear, HM 
grew a fine ſpecheo bf mig wilo eng 80g 


u 1 _ Galient 
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me pod, and in height is — rom 
_ Light to ten meters. 
Night obliged us to ſeek a ſhelter. We could 
not take advantage of the rotreats which were 
ufforded by the large trunks of trees excavated, 
the natives: we were at too great a diftance 
them,” and it was neceſſary to have recourſe 
to a pole-axe; with which one of us had had the 
precaution to provide himſelf. - Some branches 
cut on the ſpot ſerved to erect à hut on a piece 
ef-ground, the hardneſs of which was diminiſhed 
| F 
from the pop die,, nx. 
extended afar; and we perceived nothing that in- 
 Uitated the preſence of natives. We kindled a 
fire; the eold being very intenſe. rr 
Tho tate of our proviſions did not diſpel all 
e ee eg our means of ſubſiſt · 
— ſor beſore we had quitted the ſhip we had 
taken only one day's proviſions; but the ſailors 
ho accompanied us, being accuſtomed never 
to travel without biſeuit, had ſtill ſome. left. 
With this ſupply we had the greateſt; need of 
Water, Which it was neceſſary to fetch at-two 
| Kilometers diſtance. ' Iorequinad = good appetity, 
to'be ſatisfied wilh ſuch a ſupper- n ee 
There being feen of vs, we'had not much to 
205 wh, | | 8 4 | fear 
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fear from the natives. Hoyeyer, we arranged 
matters ſo that each of us ſhould keep. POR 
his turn, in order to he. àppriſed of their 
tions, in caſe any of Wem ſhould pay u 8 vilite | 
Tube cold obliged us to abandey our hut, wh 
go and ſleep near the fire. Wüllen: 
D ſoon as day appeared, . 
went a ſhooting, to provide, ourſelyes a breaks 
faſt: two of us in a very ſhort time brought in ae 
crow and an oyſter- catcher. Theſe birds were » 
immediately broiled and — if they had - 
been a choice diſh, : ..._ r bo dons de 
It had been neceſſary e to - 
reduce. ourſelves. to. a very moderate allowance, 
in order to have ſomething to live. on next day ; 
3 when too late, that our pro- 
viſions had been confided to unſafe; bands :. for:, 
we found only four biſcuits out of ſix of which 
gar: ſtock had conſiſted. A greater breach pi 
truſt would have obliged: us to return on board. 
immediately, and we ſhould. have bad the mor- 
tification of being deprived. of the advantage of 
extending our reſearches farther... ace 56 4,28 
. We were not Jong in zeaching the banks of d 
large lake, which communicates with the ſea, by” 
an opening of about forty meters in width. Our, 
| endeavours to ſord it were winken it being too: 
r ee e lan r be 14 
e 24 ty . hy Among 


« : 
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Among the great number of plants which 


grew” in the” n6iptibouring woods, we found the 
fer ory und ſeveral ſpecies of a new ge- 


| 7 55 the famil y of the pedicudares, and nearly al- 


> to the pb Among the ſhrubs which 


adorned theſe lands, lying towards the ſca, we 


remarked a fine Fpecies of the ſingledeaved hi- 


ji, ine logins of which- was- moped it inthe 


fotm of an 8. Nr am eu ic oy! 


We faw with a bel ee, 4 numerous 


Hock of black fats, which fram away from us. 


1 remarked to the ſouth-eaſt, towards the ſhore 


öppoöftte to the lake, ſome iſlots covered with 
rds. We ſhot various ſpecies of ſnipes, when 

vw advanced to the fouth-eaft, in order to reach 
ie enttemity ee farthent fromthe fea. be 
8 is fo even, that we fearcely 
found the cffbretiec of a demi -· meter of watet 
id the ſpace bf upwards of à hectometer. It is 
covered W A prodigious quantity ot melt, 
Pau defiroyed' by the hand of tim. 
We found on its banks the cinmum mur fam, 
and at a ſhort diffance from them 4 new ſpecies 
"bf parſley, Which: 1 denominated ap Preſtra- 
kin; oh Accbunt of the diſpoſition of its ſtem, 
Which 16 al Ways proſtrate on the ground. Its ana- 
t6gy-with the know ſpecies of the ſame genus 
b-- 5 me ponder itasa * arficle of fo64, and 
my 


rt or. TT 


my hopes were not deceived. We carried on 
board an ample ftock of it, whieh was received 
with Joy by tihviyhtors' who ſelt the neteſſity of 
evittiteraing,” by the uſe f vegetables, the bad 
effects of "the" ſult pfovffons on which we had 
Herd in the paſſage from the Cape of Good 
Hope to Cape Diemen. A rivalet, fituated to 
tHe Weſtward of the lake, there carried its limpid 
waters, in which we ſoaked the little Viſchitwe 
had remaining. ; 
"Ft was not ealy, after ſo whiz. walk, 3 
to dur ſhips, puffing through Foreſts which we 
had not before vifited. It would have been dan- 
gerous to Tole our way, as we had but a afl 
ſtock of provifions. The fun, >which was now 
well advanced in its'courſe, ferved to direct us. 
At firſt ve eafily proceeded along i fine plain, 
where were growing ſeveral Mitubs'of the af 
of the erice, and of the Tori, 1 
very thick underwood then impeded our pro- 
greſs, The inequalities of the ground occaſion- 
ally obſtructed the courſe of the waters: we were 
often obliged to croſs marſhes ; but the numerous 
plants with which they were covered made ns for! 
get the difficultics that occurred in the road. 
Among the plants which I collected, were two new 
ſpecies of vg ſolic; one of them, which I call 
trofera bifarca, is remarkable for the fingular form 
af its leaves; * of two long points, 
| an 


Which I had made in my laſt excurſion. 
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ſituated at the extremity of each petal, which pro- 
canes from the'ropk. ofthe plane. - Ne M d 
It was no ſmall effort, aſtar-450;1days hard 
viking, to reach, the harbour where our ſhips 
were lying. We arrived at its northern extre- 
mity, whence we ſaw the veſſels at a great: dif- 
tance. The difficulty of the road had made us 
give up every hope of getting ſo ſar that even- 
ing, when fortunatcly we ſound a boat which 
carried us on board. 
eee of. pur. e, -had 
been ſent by the Admiral along; with the geo · 
graphical engineer, in the launch, to reconnoitre 
that, after having proceeded ſeveral myriameters 
into a channel which we. had left on the ſtar- 
board hand when we entered the bay, every 
thing concurred to juſtiſy the opinion that this 
was a ſtrait. The different places where they 
ſounded had afforded througbout r. 
chorage. 1770 e eee 2 
I did not go far from the ſhip the imo-follow- 
ing days. My mornings were employed in de- 
ſeribing and preparing tbe abundant. Ro 


br 7 es Gt PAIR a 
- procure ive Tarious plants of the: f@mily of the 
orehis, Some of theſe 1]. ac pogo 

eee eee 8 | 
ur 
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Our people went out regularly every evening 
with the ſeine, and brought buck a great quantity 
of fiſh. ''The meals which we got on board, 
formed u very ſtrik ing contraſt with thoſe ny 
been obliged to take on ſhore: 7 

It may not be improper to mention, that 4 
though the naturaliſts aſſerted their right to take 
with them in their excurſions the freſh pro vi- 
ſions to which they were entitled, they could not 
obtain the ſmalleſt portion of them; ſame biſcuit, 
cheeſe,” brandy, and occafianally falt pork, ſtill 
continued to be our whole allowance. - The 
reaſons which we alleged were ſufficient to eſta- 
bliſh our claim; but we were nevertheleſs 1 | 
plied in the ſame manner during all the voyage. 
I ſhould have abſtained- from mentioning this 
fact, were it not that it may be of ſome uſe to 
naturaliſts who embark on fimilar expedition. 
On the 1ſt of May I went to the weſtward, - 
to the other fide of the harbour. The ſhallow. 
neſs of the bottom kept the boat at a conſiderable - 
to get into the water to reach the ſhore. 

1 followed the coaſt to the northward, occa- 
ſionally going into the woods. As it was low. 
water, it was eaſy to keep along the ſkirts'of the 
beach. Some hollows made in the ſand in the 
ape of a funnel, concealed each a ſmall glo- 

bular crab, which had made this hole; and as 
- ſoon 


7 36 | VOYAGE: IN SEARQH 


ſoon as the water bad retiredy-it-Tegained: its 
habitual abode. It appeareit to me, that theſe 
holes} of which. thoſe o our lion antz will. give a 
juſt idea, ſerred them alſo as a ſnaro to Wer 
their prey. | Vw 19 an wi bayiide 1 
Jus agreeably fſurpriſet with thovdngular 
form of a new genus of muthroom,: which grew 
from the middle of: the moſſes with Which the 
ground was covered: i The diſpofition of its rays 
made me name it αιπτ fe... 
Its root conſiſts of ſmall filaments attached to 
u fungous tuberele, on which reſts a vobra, glo- 
bular, whitiſh, and gelatinous, . 
ven. fi, without and within. min! 5 2 i: 
From the middle of Mis: wolra!s ifſups/ a 
reddiſh pedancle (fipes),-nearly cylindrical, hol- 
dow throughout its whole length, and open at 
ijts upper extremity whith is expanded, of a 
beautiful red colour. and divided into ſix _ 
_ cated rays, yellowiſn at thtiriextieinity!: | - 
This muſhroom is ſmogtlr in euer part, | - 
This new rr 
eee, er 9158 we ora 299 o. 
n e ot 25 2 
| Explanation of. the Fienreacaf Plote AU. 
Figs 1. The muſhroom N of its — 
ae. Wr 0 tir di Meese „me toad 
Fig. 2: . u in order to 


exhibit is infie UW dg 1674 | 
- me 
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Fig. The peduncle e if | 
out its whole lengtv. 


Some mountains fituated to * Yes and 
of gradual declivity, formed a beautiful valley, 
where their Waters, after having collected in a 
great number of little rivulets, went and diſ- 
charged themſelves into the harbour. The 
remains of the large decayed trees, with which 
the ground was r No given to ths waters. | 
a git! brown tint. 
be woods became leſs thick, and we foot. 
perceived : a vaſt glade, extending upwards of two 
; Kilometers towards the weſt. The ſhrubs grow- 
ing ve! y cloſe, and the bottoms being occupied by 
warſheb, rendered the acceſs to it diffieult: we 
not only ran the Till of finking into the mud, 
but we were frequently ſtopped by a new ſpecies 
of ſeletig, Which Teal! ſcleria grandis, becauſe it 
grows ſometimes to the height of four meters; 
its leates re ae Tharp as a piece of glaſs: its 
oval and reddiſh ſeeds contain a ſmall” oily 
Kernel, of © which the parrakeets are extremely 
oe notwithſtanding the Heat hardneſs 0 its 
1 V3 VS! apt; 
Tue "fd ths wog Giffliſed in t theſe” Wes 
was a nem 1p, pecics of empothrium, remarkable for 
* the toughneſs of its foliage. Each Jeaf preſents 
an qval form, andi i decimetet x long by tt three cen- 


timeters broad. be. « We 
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We followed a difficult road, in the intention 
of repairing towards the place where water was 
procured for the ſhips. .The night overtook us 
half-way; and, to complete our misfortunes,” a 
very impetuous weſterly wind brought ſo heavy 
a a fall of rain, that we were obliged, like the 
favages of New Holland, to ſeck a ſhelter in the 
rtunłs ot trees which they had excavated. It was to 
be apprehended, that ſuch bad weather would ren- 
der uſelefs the ſignals which we made for a boat 
to be ſent to us. We were preparing to paſs a 
very had night in the midſt of theſe foreſts, when 
ve heard the voice of ſome ſailors, who were 
come to. look for us, in order to take us on board. 
. Aſter ſeveral attempts, we bad at length ſuc- 
ceeded in weighing the anchor to which was made 
faft the chain that had broken on the 25th of 
April. The drag had been employed in vain, 
for the chain was funk too deep in the mud. 
Beſides, the ground was fo good for holding, 
that the two launches together had conſtantiy 
filled with water in purchaſing on the buoy- 
rope. The anchor was at ſo great a depth in 
the mud, that the divers had never been able to 
diſcover its bill; it had been ſound "neceſſary. to 
have recoutſe to the capſtern. From that time 
we felt the neceflity of doubling the buoy-rope, 
and of weighing the anchors occafionally, in order 
to prevent them from burying themſelves too deep. 
"Mt | "Two 
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Two boats had a ſecond time bike dpatchecl, 
 ta.reconnoitre the north-eaſt part of Storm Bay; 
as far as Taſman's Head; they returned at the 
end of four days: the refult of their diſcoveries 
appeared to be, that Taſman's Head and Advert- 
tare Bay made a part of an iſland ſeparated from 
Van Diemen's Land. After having gone up the 
channel as far as the latitude of 43* 17” ſouth, 
the want of C 
-proceeding farther. _ | 
On the ad of May, the bufinefs I had to en 
board permitted me not to ſtray far from the ſbip. 
The next day, the 3d, we traverſed a glade 
fituated to the north-eaſt, which led us towards 
the great lake. In a preceding excurſion we had 
ſeen the ſouth part of it; but it was neceſſary to 
vifit its northern fide, the diverſified ſites of 
which had made us expect an abundant harveſt; 
and our hopes were not diſappointed. Its banks 
were frequently fteep and of difficult acceſs; the 
water came in a great many places to the foot of 
theſe dikes. Various ſpecies of fingle-leaved 
mimoſa were growing yas the ſhade of the | 
| large trees. 
122 the natives; came from 
time to time to take up their abode on the banks 
ol this lake, the ſhell-fiſh of which afforded them | 
| art abnhdance- of food. We bad not gone ſar 
before we ſaw a hut, which they had conſtructed 
Ws 3 a few 


i bv, 
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a few yards from, the water- ſide ; it exhibited 
neariy the form of a demi-oval, fifteen meters in 
height by fixtcen in breadth, at its baſe. Some 
flakes driven into the ground at both ends, and 
bent into a ſemicirele, ſupported each other ſo 
as to form a pretty ſolid an, which Was co: 
vered with barx . 
Among the numerous acticles which We. .. 
leQed, I was ſtruck with the beauty of the 
flowers of a new ſpecies of aletris; 71 25 
remarkable for their colour, w 
erte. nat F l 
The ſeaſon being now far advanced, was upfa- 
n to the multiplication of ae n 
ingly they were very ſcarce. 
Having full a fe hours. daylight, * 
ranced towards the ſouth, in order to get to, the 


t j 


2 anchorage; but it was quite dark; when we 


reached a ſandy beach, which ſerved us as a land- 


mark. We were at a great diſtance from our 


ſhips, and it was half paſt nine o'clock before 


 wearrivedat the tents of the obſervatory, where 


we found no difficulty in getting on board. 


did not go far the two following days, the 
ach and 5th, becauſe I had to ſtuff the ſkin of 
ſeveral. birds, and to deſcribe the articles meh: g 
bad collected. "Ivy l 

"The tog.confined pace of the, ſhip laid. me 


| under the neceſſity of having dried in the oven 


522. 


& Cab 
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the paper which ſerved m of 
the plants. | * 
My cabin being already full, I Nd ub "I 
place than the great eabin to depoſit” part of the 
ſpecimens of the vegetables, before they werd 
completely dried. Dauribeau, who did the duty 
of firſt lieutenant, was of opinion, that "articles 
of natutal hiſtory ought not to encumber th 
place, and ordered my two preſſes to be tuthel 
out 'with the" plants which they contained. 1 
was obliged to have tecourſe to the commandet 
in chief, Who condemned this att of authority, 
and gave orders for' the pteſſes to be brought 
back to the des does Wii they Malt pen re. 
moved. 10164: 4 
<Atilow' water we found „ a 
great variety of nern and whelks ; "abd'in this = 
ere ee 
The eaſt Nivte afforded pyrite of a very diver: 
fied cryttallization. In the ſame plate were 
ſeen pieces of files, the collected ſtrata of which = 
_ exhibited the appearance of petrified wood. 
One of our carpeniters had Killed a ſeal of the 
ſpecies deſignated under the denomination of 
 phoca mimachus;” It was twenty-four declteters 
long ;"its poſterior extremiticb are entirely der- 
titate of eee N Wo 578 
vol.. n "ans 


— 9 
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fixes; each margin of which is nearly of the 
ſame length. 

Phyfiologiſts have in a very. ingenious 8 man- 
ner explained, how amphibious animals were 
able to remain ſo long under water, by means of 
the; foramen ovale ; but having examined with 
the greateſt attention the heart of this ſeal; I ſaw 
in it no foramen ovale. It is probably the ſame 
with a number of other amphibious animals, 
Theſe inquiries will perhaps one day lead to a 
diſcovery of the cauſe on which depends the 
aſtoniſhing faculty that theſe animals poſſeſs of 
Tons alike under water or in the air. Nb 

Fach lung is in a manner divided in two, by 

a tranſverſal fiflure. 

The ſtomach, which in ſhape , ee 
proaches that of the hog, was filled with a great 
quantity of calcareous ſand, in which were ſeen 
- ſhells of cuttle-fiſh, and a few. ſhell-fiſh,) ſtil 
quite entire. The firſt labour of digeſtion ſeemed 
to be to deſtroy the ſhell of theſe; fiſh, whence 
reſults a ſand, which appears not to. follow the 
paſſage of the. inteſtinal canal. Theſe amphi- 
biqus animals probably vomit it forth the, fame 
as ſeveral reptiles bring up again the bones of 
che. animals on which, they live. This, ſand 
is, perhaps, a ſort of ballaſt, which affords 
_ them the means of keepin 24 the bottom ol the 


. very * * Soy 
The 
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--The food on which they ſubſiſt being very 
| eaſy, to ſeize upon, nature has given them a 
mouth by no means wide. 

The water in which they moſt commonly line 
renders neceſſary a great refrangibility in the hu- 
mours of the eye ; accordingly rn hu- 
mour was very thick. 

allbats ee eee feels ooncies 
Nene a greater or leſs quantity of light by 
means of a membrane, called membrana netitans; . 

The different labours in which I was engaged, 
prevented me from puſhing a * n. 
on this ſubject. 

The dried excrements yielded a 2 0 Ane pow- 
der, of a beautiſul colour of rather deep ſulphur. 
The painter of the expedition conſidered it as 

very fit to be employed in the arts. 
I had not as yet been able to procure the flow- 
ers of a new ſpecies of eucalyptus, remarkable for 
its fruit, which nearly reſembles. a coat- button. 

This tree, one of the moſt loſty in nature, 
1 of them being a demi · hectometer in height, 
bears flowers only near its ſummit. The ſtem per- 
ſectly reſembles that of the eucalyptus reſinifera 
Qripped of its fungous bark; and in other re- 
ſpects theſe two trees are nearly of the ſame. di- 
menſians. The trunk, which is tapered gra- 
dually for at leaſt half of its length,” is fit for 


| Ihip-building, and might ſerve ſor maſis and 
M3 * yards, 
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; yards, althongh it is not ſo light nor ſo elaſtic 
as fir. Perhaps it would be advantageous to 
form made-maſts of it, and even to hollow ont 
theſe thick trunks of trees thtoughout their whole 
length, in order to render them lighter, firength- 
ening them with iron hoops at certain diſtances, 
It ſhould ſeem that by this method would be ob- 
tained all the folidity that may be defired ; fince, 
from the opinion of mechanics, a cylinder pre- 
ferves great ſtrength even when it 1 Bolle wed 
out in its middle. 

We were obliged to cut down one e tes 
in order to procure its flowers; as ĩt inelined greatly, 
it foon fell. The ſan was then extremely bright; 
the ſap roſe in abundance, and at the indavent of 
its fall ffued in great e from the 1 
of the lower pert of the trunk. hy 

This very beautiful tree, of the family of the 

myrti, is covered with a pretty ſmooth bark; the 
branches are alittle angulated as they riſe ; they 
are adorned towards their extremity with alter- 
nate leaves, flighitly bowed, about two decime- 
ters long by a demi · decimeter broad; 
The flowers are ſolitary, and grow from the 
Axilla of the leaves. : 
The calyx is bemütpperieal, and perfeAly 
entire, like the other ſpecies of the ſume ge- 


* nas, and it falls, ! in x the lame manner. when' the 
463 . ſttamima 
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ſtamina, expand. It is, like all den a, 
tuberculous. 

There is no elde | 2 

- The, numerous ſtamina are attached iy; the 
margins of the receptacle. TT 

The ſtyle is ſimple. There is only one . 

The capſule, which is open at the top, is gene- 
rall y quadrilocular; the cells contain ſeveral angu- 
lated ſeeds; it has underneath four angles, two 
of which are more ſalient than the others; Its 
| coat-button, ſhape has induced me to en 
tree the name of eucalyptus globulus. f 


Explanation of the Figures, Plate XIII. 
Hg. 1. Branch of the ere globukus, _ 
1 fe 2. Flower. * 


Te. 4. . Calyx, 


The bark, the leaves, and the tie] is libs? 
tics, which might be employed for economical pur- 
poſes, in lieu of thoſe with which the Moluccas 
have for a long time, furniſhes us excluſively. 

l was under the neceſſity of employing almoſt | 
the whole of the 7th in the preparation of my 
collections, which increaſed prodigioufly' from 
day to day. I could extend my reſearches only 
to a ſmall diſtance from our anchoring-place. 
Put an ths 8th 1 ſet out early in the afternoon 
| — 1 with 
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with an intention of ſpending three or four days 
in the woods, without returning on board to 
ſleep. I was obliged to purſue this courſe in or- 
der to collect the productions which grew af a 
great diſtance from our ſhips. 
Me had on board a great variety of European 
\ feeds, which it was effential to propagate at this 
extremity of New Holland. The degree of tem- 
perature which is there experienced made us hope 
that they would thrive. The gardener was oocu- 
pied in preparing a ſmall ſpot of ground on which 
they were to be ſown. This garden was formed 
quite cloſe to the eaſt ſhore of the harbour, to 
the eaſt- north eaſt of our anchorage. 
That night we went and flept on the banks 
of a riyulet, ſituated at the weſtern extremity 
of a'great lake, the ſouth bank of which we 
| walked along the next day. We there ſaw a 
few pelicans, but could not get near enough to 
fire at them. | 
Pixon, the painter of the expedition, was of the 
party: he took different views of theſe places. 7 
Some round hillocks, covered with very tall trees, 
which were ſeen in the diſtance, added in a pe- 
culiar degree to the heauty of the landſcape, 
lt was neceffary for, us to meaſure back our 
ſteps, in order to proceed to the oppoſite bank. 
Kuen returned on at, | 


1 oreſeatly | 
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1 preſently met with an evergreen tree, the 


kernel of whoſe fruit, like the caſhew- nut, 
was ſituated in a fleſhy receptacle much Jarger 


than itſelf: for which reaſon I have given: of 


this new genus the name of exocarpos. / 

On the fame ſtem are ſeen 1 
flowers, with diflin& males and females.. 
The male flowers have a calyx with five or- 


dicular leaves; theſe have no corolla: the ſta- 


mina, five in number, are ſmall, and attached to 
the calyx enen i its cond the won is 
abortive. 
The female flowers 3 fioallee abr: they 
have neither corolla nor ſtamina; the globular 
germen has one ſhort ſtyle; the ſtigma is in the 
ſhape of a circular ſhield. 0 

The hermaphrodite flowers have the calyx; 
fiamina, and germen, as FhayeJuſt deſcribed. 
The fruit is almoſt a round nut, ſomewhat 
black, inſerted in a red fleſhy receptacle, hol- 
low in its middle, the length 1 n is about 
three times that of the nut. 4/0770! 

The kernel is Ms and bo the fame tape as 
its ſhell. | 


The principal 4 <7 ih mak? e | 


Induce me to place it roo e ms 
next to the anacardium. ro n 


an. | 


* 


i een * aan e. 
14 , — | 


= 
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+.) Explauation of the Figures, Plate AIT. 
Fig. 1. Bough. of the erecarpos euprefſiformis. 
Hg. 2, Part of a branch * flowers 
of the natural ſiae. | 
Ng. 3: e its ale . 
Eg. 4. Fruit of the natural ſize. | 
Fig. 5. Fruit cut vertically. An empty ſpace 
a the n ene pe- 
„ Big. Kinda Wis ati £235 73 
Fg. 7. Part of the wy fablance : which en- 
Pera 8 nA ita . 
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The day 8 gebt when we © arrived c on che 
backs of a rirulet where we took up our quar- 
ters for the night. I. remarked at this ſouthern 
extremity of New, Holland ſeveral ſpecies of an, 
drum, apalogous. to thoſe which: grow ak the 
ſqythern extremity of America. 


We were ſurrounded by charming groves, 


formed in a great meaſure by ae ee 
narrow. leaved eu. x 

IT be cold had obliged us 105 kindle alarge fire a 
ſome of, us had ſcarcely begun to give way to 
lech, when we heard, at a few. yards diſtance 
the bowl of a wild beaft : this howl appeared to 
us. ſomewhat. fimilar io that of a. leopard. It is 
NOT: that our fire had commnbuted much 
t 42 1 | more 


9 
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more than we bad imagined to prevont this. . 
mal ſrom coming any nearer to us. 

I had a few, days before found the upper jaw 
of a pretty large * af the amen. 
claſs, | 
As. ſoon as the day NEL we „ followed the 
banks of the lake, quite cloſe to which we 
remarked five iſlots covered with trees, form- 
ing an agreeable contraſt with the ſmooth 
ſurface of this great ſheet of water. 3 

We ſaw, for the firſt time in this country, 
ſome quails, which flew to a great diſtance. 
Atſter a few hours walk to the north-weſt, we 
found, on a ſmall eminence and under the ſhade 
of ſome very large trees, two huts, of the, form 
of thoſe which we had already ſeen elſewhere: 
they were in perfect repair, and it appeared to 
us that they had been recently inhabited. | 

J gathered a beautiful plant which Forms a 
new genus, very diſtinct from all thoſe which 
have been hitherto deſcribed. It is one of the 


irides with two ſtamina. I have given it, on ac- 


count of this ſingularity, the name of diplarrena : 
its affjnity to the mores genus has induced me 
to deſignate it by the name of diplarrena moræa. 
The bivalved ſpathe contains ſeveral flowers, 


which come out one aſter the other, when they 
are ready to blow. They fade ill much quicker 


* thoſe of the iris and the er and I 
g ſhould 


- 
— 
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ſhould have relinquiſhed all hopes of having if 
drawn if new flowers had not ſucceeded thoſe 
which went off, almoſt as ſoon as 1 had gathered 
the plant. * 
Like the other irides it has no calyx. 
The corolla has ſix deep petals, the three in- 
terior of which are much ſmaller than the exte- 
rior : of theſe interior petals the ſuperior one is a 


little ſhorter than the two others, and more pro- 


minent toward its baſe. 

— Having examined a great avinber of the flow- 
ers, I conſtantly found only two ſtamina, the 
filaments of which terminated i in a point, bear- 
ing anthers of a white colour, marked with two 
grooves, I have always ſeen in the place of a 
third ſtamen the rudiment of a filament, not more 
than two millimeters long; it bears no anther, 
and it is fituated bencath the interior and ſupe- 
rior petal. 

The germen is inſerior: it t has three angles, 
| and i is borne on a long peduncle. | 

The ſtyle, a little longer than the ſtamina, is 
cylindrical, and terminated by a ſtigma, which is is 
in the ſhape of a ſhepherd's crook, 

The capſule i is trilocular, and contains ſeveral 
globular ſeeds, attached to a receptacle which 
riſes from the middle of the cells to their ſummit. 

This genus, which muſt naturally be placed 
after the i iris and the mgrga, has all the ky of 
thoſe 
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| thoſe plants ; like them the leaves are lanceolate, 
forming a ſheath on the fide towards theit baſe. 


Explanation of the Figures, Plate XV. 
Fig. 1. The plant of the natural ſize. 155 
Pig. a. Flowers expoſed to full view, the : 
ſpathe having been removed. A blown flower is 
ſeen, the three exterior pes of which have 
been detached. _ 
Nig. 3. Exterior petal ſeen internal y. 
Fig. 4. The ſame ſeen externally. | 
Fig. 5. Interior petals expanded, in order to 
ſhew the ſtamina and the ſtyle. 
Fig. 6. Stamen magnified. 
Yig. 7. Style with its ligen. | 
Fig. 8. Part of the germen, the ftamioa and the 
| fijle being removed, in order to ſhew the rudi- 
went of the filament found in the place of a third 
ſtamen. ; 
Hg. 9. Inferior part of the capſule cut tranſ. 
** that the three cells may be ſeen. - | 
Fi. 10. Superior part of the capſule cut ver- 
tically, in order to ſhew the ſeeds. \ 
das croſſing a ſmall copſe when a large kan» 
garoo quitted his burrow, at the moment that 
I was very near it: at firſt he followed ſor a ſpace: 
of upwards of thirty yards one of the little paths 
"Ow theſe. quadrupeds make through the 
| buſhes; 
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huſhes; he could not ais lde ance; of his 
fore ſect in theſe narrow paſſages, As ſoon as he 
had reached the extremity of them, he ſprang for- 
ward by leaps, topping the ſhrubs with ſo much 
nimbleneſs that he was preſently out of fight. - 
A ſheet of water, into which ran a charming 
rivulet, was covered with a prodigious quantity 
olf wild ducks, that took wing quite cloſe to 
us: we ſo little expected this agreeable ſight, 
that we were not able to kill one of them. | 
A freſh breeze got up towards night, and ſeem- 
ed to threaten us with rain. Being at a diſtance 
from any ſhelter, we were obliged to ſleep in the 
open air: a hedge, which we conſtructed with 
branches and  boughs, ſerved us as a protection 
ſrom the weather, and under this ſhed- it was 
eaſy for us to light a large fire. 
On tbe iith, oder is this een we 
traverſed a vaſt plain, where were here and there 


| ſome marſhes, covered with plants, which con- 


cealed from us the danger of advancing: the wa- 
ter iſſues from the e z — its courſe 
forms pretty rivulets. 21 3 

A very big hens: came out within four ink 
of me from the middle of a copſe; my gun flaſhed 
in the pan; and the animal went off very flowly, 
taking one of the paths made through the groves: 
theſe are ſo many covered ways which croſs in 
ney een and are very cloſe to each _ 
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The multiplicd tracks of theſe: quadrupeds an- 
nounce that they muſt be very numerous; 3 
they keep in the cloſeſt thickets, it would require 
dogs to put them up. Theſe" little patho goes 
* terminate at ſome rivulet. 

Our proviſions being exhauſted, it was 3 0 
| eee eee We wan- 
dered in the woods, trying to approach the an- 
choring- place, when we arrived at the north-eaſt 
extremity of the harbour, whence we perceived 
our ſhips at a conſiderable diftance. It was not 
Without much trouble that we reached them, as 
we were eee to En ex r 
acceſs. Lets 
The ee the roth ſrardely cuffiqgd.for 
preparing and deſcribing what I had AD cd 
the preceding days. 

I Thad ordered a ſervant, who had 3 
Anand during my abſence, to have an eye to the 
preſerration of the articles which required daily 
care, and I had e rr 
good condition. N 35 
- Citizen Riche pero e 
in be aſhes of a fire kindled by the ſavages. 
By their hollow ſhape, he recogniſed them to be 
the of" javionimnaie of 2 young girl; they were 
partly covered with pieces of broiled fleſhi I 
nl nat do theſę people the injury to rank them 


= with canmibals; 4 pre. ume that * in the 


. habit 
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habit of burning their dead. Theſe were the 
 waply human bones that were os daring our 
oy at this anchorage. 

On the 13th I went to the ſpot where we 
took in onr water. It was furniſhed by a ſmall 
rivulet that emptied itſelf on the ſea- ſhore, after 
having flowed acroſs the ruins of the large trees 
with which this country is covered. Their de- 
compoſition had coloured this water with a 
brown tint. It was neceſſary to roll the caſks 

about a hectometer, for the ſhoalneſs of the bot- 
_ © tow obliged MORA ha * at this e 
— the beach. 

We here ſaw the carpenters eee malt 
ing the gunnel of our launch, ſhe having lately 
-  overſet in the harbour, when under fail. The 
People who were in her had been forced to ſwim 
till aſſiſlance was ſent to them. The firſt licu- 
tepant had had her fitted with maſts too taunt, 
and fails much too ſquare. It was e to 
redtify theſe bad proportions. . e 

The wood that was employed inthe new 
ſpecies:of :encalyprus,” which I have named euca- 
Iyptus globulus. Our bee er war * 11 
| Amann er 

A eonſtant humidity h in hot middle of 
theſe: thick foreſts,” into which I' penetrated to- 
wardls the ſouth- weſt. lu this ſpot grew, in the 
fulleſt ** a great many — and . 
2d ct 


* 
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1 here killed the beautiful ſpecies of merops, in- 
dicated by White under the denomination of 
wattled bee-eater, of which he has given a good 
drawing. This bird is remarkable for two large 
eee or wattles on each fide of the head, 

It was neceſſary to prepare, expeditiouſly the 
kin of the birds which I wiſhed to preſerve; for 
the fleſh, when expoſed to the air, was very ſoon 
covered with ſmall living larvæ, which were 
depoſited, there by flies of a fawn colour; they 
are viviparous, like thoſe known by the name 
of muſca carnaria. Theſe larve particularly ac- 
celerated the putrefaction of fleſh.. 

As we were to fail the next day, the 14th, I 
endeavoured to turn to account theſe laſt mo- 
ments, and landed on the eaſtern Horn of the 
coaſt neareſt to the ſhip. .' - , . 

I accompanied the gardener to the. —_ 

— he bad ſown. different European ſeeds. 
This pot, which was very well dug ſor an ex- 
tent of nine meters by ſeven, had been divided 
into four patches; it afforded a foil in which 
clay was too predominant to enſure the ſucceſs 
of the ſeeds that bad juſt been committed to it. 

After we had penetrated into the woods, 2 
quadroped, of the fize of a Jarge dog, came out 
of a buſh. quite cloſe to one of our ſhipmates. 
This animal, which was of a white colour ſpot- 
ted; with, black, bad the appearance of a wild 


* 
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beaſt. - There is no doubt that theſe countries 
will, on a future day, add ſeveral ſpecies to the 
_ catalogue of the zoologiſt. A vertebra that we 
found inland, the body of which was upwards 
of eleven centimeters in thickneſs, induces me 
to think that ſome "ery large * el 
there be met with,” 
A heavy ſhower of rain overlook: us about the 
middle of the day, and forced us to ſtop. The 
large trunk of a hollow tree, which ſerved us as 
a ſhelter, was "upwards of eight meters in cir- 
cumſerence. We thought that we might light a 
fire in it, in the manner of the New Hollanders; 
but the-ſinoke ſoon drpve us from this retreat. 
We tried to penetrate into the places which 
we had not yet viſited. A glade ſeemed likely 
to conduct us to the plain that lay to the north- 


. caſt.” We bad not at moſt three hours daylight 


leſt. A ſudden deelivity made ys flacken our 
pate: ſome large trees, heaped one upon the 
dther, obſtructed the way; ; and ſhrubs, to which 
the moiftare of theſe foreſts gave the- greateſt 
vigour, increaſed the difficultics of our progreſs. 
Ammobg theſe ſhrubs grew a beautiful ſpecics of 
arboreous polypodnon, the trunk of which, » was 
upwards of four meters in height v. .; 2 N 3 4 


5 ber 9 that I ſhall pop. be (the 
with a long nomenclature of the productions which 
— that will be the other of a {epi 


| | we 
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On the approach of night we diſcovered 
that we were on the banks of the ſmall lake, at 
its moſt inland extremity. - The woods pre- 
vented us frem following all its margin with- 
ont wetting our feet. The water whieh we were 
obliged to croſs,” was ſortunately not deep. The 
obſcurity of the night did not prevent me 
r 3 
with for the fitſt time. 

This lake, although it communicates with * 
ſea, contains no fiſh; the Eſperance's people Had 
come here and * . The, wo TOE 
nothing. 

Having reached the bes- ide e Halt Hill A 
great way to go, and ſome thick clouds redonbled 
the darkneſs. We had often to climb over large 
blocks of ftone, againſt which the waves broke 
with violence. We went groping on in the 
dark, at fhe riſk of falling headlong into the ſea, 
aud we had infinite difficulty to keep our feet 
on ſtones waſhed by the waters, and covered 
with fucus and other matine produQions, , which 

rendered them extremely flippery. | 

A great number of phoſphoric molecules, of” 
different ſizes, brought by the waters of the fea, 
afforded the only light that guided our ſteps. 5 
At length we arrived at the fpot which had 
been choſen for making aſtronomical obſerva· 
dünn There was no longer any one here ; the 
Vor. 1. R P ; aſtrono- 
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aſtronomers had packed up * ee 
* beat their retreat. | 
Our ſail-maker having been nb on a ſhoot 
ws excurſion the day before, had loſt himſelf in 
the woods, where he had been compelled to paſs 
the night. Several guns had been fired from the 
Mip to let him know the place where. the 
Mip lay; at laſt he had returned on board in the 
afternoon, exhauſted by hunger and fatigue. 
Having taken with him no proviſions, he had 
been a day and a half without eating. He re- 
lated that, in the middle of the night, different 
quadrupeds had come and ſmelt him at a few 
_ centimeters diſtance. Many of the people on 
board believed him : but we, who had paſſed 
ſeveral nights in the thickeſt part of the woods 
without meeting with ſuch familiar animals, 

were not ſo eaſy to be perſuaded : very far from 
thinking that he wiſhed to impoſe on us, we 
ſaw, in this account, the effect of the imagina- 
tion of a man deprived of ſood, and bewildered 
alone in the midſt of immenſe ſoreſts. 

We had weighed the bower anchor by which 
we rode, and let go the ſtream, in order to get 
under way more eaſily: the Eſperance had done 
the ſame. During the night of the 14th ſome 
very heavy ſqualls from the north-weſt made 
both ſhips drive; they went on ſhore on the 

wud, where they experienced no damage, aud 
5 4 1 PT | 
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they were eaſily got off again. It was ſurpriſing 
that it ſhould have been thought that we were 
in-ſafety, when riding by a ſmall anchor recent- 
ly dropped in a muddy bottom: this ſort of 
bottom is good for holding only when the an- 
chor has reached a certain depth. It ought na- 
turally to have been foreſeen, that the ſtream 
anchor, newly let go, had. not time to bury it- 
ſelf ſufficiently for e n ſo heavy 
{qualls. Lon 

We were now waiting A for a fair wind in 
order to ſet ſail. That which blew- was contrary 
to us during the whole day of the 15th : it was 
boiſterous the following night, and notwith- 
ſtanding the ſhip had juſt been aſhore, Dauribeau 
wiſhed that we: ſhould ride only by a ſmall an- 
chor; but the Admiral felt the pen of let- 
ting go one of the bowers. 

During our ſtay at Cape Diemen we - had ſeen 
the natives only at a conſiderable diſtance : thoſe 
who had perceived us had always made off with 
precipitation: ſome bad left behind them their 
houſehold utenſils, which gave us a poor idea 
of their induſtry ; theſe were baſkets elumſily 
made of the ſpecies of ſea-ruſu known by the 
name of juncus acutus; they had likewiſe very 
frequently left their water- veſſels, which they 
make of a large piece of - fucus palmaua, cut 


circularly, and gathered in like a bag uſed, for 
N 2 holding 
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holding counters at play. We never found any 
arms in the places which they had recently quit- 
ted; no doubt they carried them away, or con- 
cealed them carefully, for fear that we might 
make uſe of them to their annoyance. 

A ſew firaggling huts indicated a very ſcanty 
population; ſome ſhell-fiſh, collected in ſmall 
heaps at a ſhort diſtance from the beach, leſt us 
no doubt that the ſea-ſhores. furniſhed princt- 
pally the food of theſe ſavages. 

As we found only once ſome human bones, 
which even were partly burnt, it appears that 
they leave not their dead expoſed in the open 
air. It is difficult to know if they are in the 
_ conſtant practice of burning them; perhaps they 
alſo inter them, or throw them into the ſea. 
The multiplicity of paths, in which were diſ- 
covered the tracks of different quadrupeds, 
evince that they are here very numerous; doubt- 
leſs they keep during the day in the inacceſſible 
haunts of theſe thick foreſts. 

A great number of ſmall rivulets diGharged 
themſelves into the harbour. The ground was 
fo moiſt internally,, that as-ſoon as it was dug to 
a little depth, the water almoſt immediately filled 
the cavity, _ 

Hooks and lines and the ſeine generally pro- 
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quantity was caught when eaſt and 
winds brought the fiſh into the bay. | 
Van Diemen's Land was diſcovered by Tat 
man in the month of November 1642. When 6 
Captain Cook anchored here in 1777, four years 
after Furneaux, he thought that he was the 
third of the European navigators who had 
landed on this coaſt.” Cook was then ignorant 
that Captain Marion, after having ſtaid there 
ſome time, had leſt it on the roth of March, in 
the year 1772. The natives obſerved a very 
different conduct with reſpect to theſe two navi. 
gators. Perhaps the mildneſs of diſpoſition 
that they ſhewed towards Cook, was the effect 
of the idea that they had imbibed from our fire+ 
arms; which Marion. was under the neceſlity ofs 
ufing againſt them. f 
The ſtation of our e which as 
ſituated on the ſtarboard hand towards the en- 
trance of the harbour, was in latitude 43 32 
24” ſouth, and longitude 144? 46*.caft, - 
The ein compaſs was 5 39 ga” | 
caſt 
A flat andy gave for the dip 90® 30, | 
Tbe tides were felt only once a day. The 
time of high water, on the days of the new and 
full moon, was from nine to eleven o'clock; the 
ſea riſing perpendicularly about two meters. 
The winds had great influence on the tides, 
N 3 | which 
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Which they Advanced or retarded frequently * 
Jome hours. 

This harbour, on account of the fmooth water 
that there 'prevails, is one of the moſt 'conve- 
nient that can poffibly be deſired for refitting 
ſhips. Befides, the vaſt foreſts: that ſurround it 
afford a wood which our-carpenters coννed 
as very fit for ſhip-building # they employed 
Tome of it, which anſwered extremely well. 
The weather, during near a month's ftay, 
was far from being favourable to aſtronomical 
obſervations. To explore theſe coafts would be 
Ho eafy taſk in this ſeaſon” of the year; and in- 
deed; the violence of the winds' would oppoſe 
great obſtacles to ſuch an undertaking. | 
During our ſtay at Cape Diemen the witide 
blew firong between the north-weſt and ſouth- 
weſt ; thoſe from the north well 3 3 | 
brought ſtorms and rain. | | 

At ſunriſe on the 16th, the two We were 
towed to the mouth of the harbour; the ſails 
were then looſed, and, with a breeze from the 
northward, we ſtood towards the new ſtrait, 
which the Adtniral intended to enter. 
© After we had, till ten o'clock in the morning, 
followed the edges of the-reefs which we left 
on the larboard hand in Storm Bay, the open- 


1 ing of the rait bore north-north-weſt, at the 
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diſtance of a myriameter and a half: we „ten 
hauled cloſe on a wind. | 

The ſammits of the moſt lofty mountains 
were already whitened by the ſnow.” Theſe 
mountains make part of a chain which extends 
from ſouth-eaſt to north-weſt, and terminates 
towards the head of the harbour. 6: 14% "IP 

We took great pleaſure in diſcovering From 
the ſhips the places whither we had directed 
aur Rope 1 in our different excurſions. © 

-'We ſaw, for a moment, a thick" ſmoke riſe 
in the diſtance to the northward of the great 
lake, and preſently we diſtinguiſhed five natives; 
ho had juſt quitted a fire kindled on the ſeu- 
ſhore, and were walking along the beach; one 
of them, carrying a lighted ſtick, ſet differen 
places in a blaze, which burned rapidly, * 
was almoſt immediately extinguiſhed. 

We made ſeveral tacks in approaching the 
coaſt, where there is no danger to be feared. 
A light breeze from the northward; and a 
contrary tide, prevented us from entering the 
channel; it was dark when we let go the an- 
chor at its mouth, in twenty · nine fathoms water, 
over a bottom of gray ſand. The ſite of our 
obſervatory then bore veſt, owns yy * 

wr ot 
| n 0 | 
fallen for the laſt twenty-four hours, ſtobd' at 
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271 inches, although the weather preſerved. a 
very fine appearance. We were not free from 
ungaſineſss for ſo great a; vaziation had neyer, 
during our ſtay at anchor, failed to be followed 
by tempoſtuons winds. It is probable that thoy 
blew at a Banger, wha we felt none of their 
effects. 2 
* A fire, kindled by — ene was pencived 
during the night. 

The tide having become. bombe about 
wire clock in the morning of the 17th, we 
weighed: with a e af warb, ang: 7 ſq 
windmards?) ho not op Song boo. 
The proximity # the cont. allowed me to re- 
mark, at the entrance of this, channel, a free- 
& Which bad every, appearance of that which 
x met with. at Port D'Entrecaſteaux. . 

The ſnow, had. nggaſedl prodigiaedy, during 
ths night; behind ſhe Bm of the high wean. 


tains. 31 olan on et 


ITbe mercury in the barometer, nad Ellen ta 


27 che 4 %, Ieh, and the northerly wind 


continued to be yery. ſaint. 

It Was fark when we entered the Amit, to 
which, was given the name of Admiral P Eutre- 
caſeaux. We: anchored. there about ſeven 

o'clock in the evening, in twenty-two ſathoms, 


We 


. 
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We were in Jatitude: 43* 20* ſouth, and ng | 
| gitude 140* 10“ eaſt, * 

The Eſperance, being appriſed of vor bel Wag 
ing⸗ place by a fire lighted near the main-maſty 
was not long before ſhe came to an anchor two 
kilometers to the north by welt of us. 

The ſea, during the whole night, was as 
phoſphoric on the ſmalleſt agitation. | 
Some heavy ſqualls, accompanied by rain, 
obliged us to vcer away cable, and get gown 

the top-gallant yards. 

On the 28th a cloudy ſky made us mo with 
the moſt: Hyely impatience for the moment of 
enjoying the fine proſpect of the immenſe bay 1 
which forms the entrance of D Entrecaſteauxs 
Strait. At length the horizon cleared up. On 
whatever ſide we directed our view, we beheld 
ſpacious bights, where the navigator, buffeted by 
ſtorms, may come with all confidence in ſearch 
of ſheltcr. - The eye ſuryeyed with aſtoniſhment 
the immenſity of theſe, harbours, which would 
calily contain all the fleets of the maritime powers. 

The point on the ſtarboard hand at the en- 

ce of the Strait bore ſouth. 43* weſt. 

"The wind blowing with leſs impetuoſi go about 
eleven o'clock in the morning, advantage was 
taken of this lull to diſpatch the barge. The geo- 
graphical engineer ſet off with an intention. of 


going 
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going to diſcover if a bight ſeen to the north-eaſt 
by north could afford a paſſage to our ſhips. - 
The ebb ſet from half a knot to a knot an 
hour, north-weſt by north, from eight o'clock in 
the evening till two in the morning. 
The ſtrength of the wind having prevented our 
ſending on ſhore any of the ſmall boats, we were 
under the neceſſity of remaining on board. But 
the next day; the 19th, we landed at the diſtance 
of a demi-myriameter to the ſouth-weſt, on- the 
iſland which runs the whole length of this chan- 
nel. A boat belonging to the Eſpẽrance had 
paſſed the night at the ſame — woe? had there 
__ a great quantity of fiſh. N 
It was with very lively pleaſure that I viſited 
this iſſand, where I collected ſeveral new plants, 
the moſt numerous ſpecies of which muſt be 
- claffed among the genera-of the mate]euca, 
after, the epacris, &c. 15 
The ſhores of the channel affbrded as an eaſy 
paſſage through the ſhrabs, which are here thinly 
ſcattered. We afterwards climbed over ſteep 
places, which riſe perpendicularly a demi - hecto- 
meter above the level of the ſea. At this height 
we remarked marine alt, carried by the ſpray 
into the cavities 'of a very hard free-ſtone, which 
principally forms the foundation of this land. 
We had * proceeded two kilometers, 
3 les when 
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when the remains of a hut and ſome Heaps of 
ſhell-fiſh 1. us know what den was is 
havited. : : 

This was the firſt time thats we for any par- 
tridges at Cape Diemen. We ſprang a very large 
covey, which went and ſettled at a our ING 
from us. 
It was late e we met with Citizen Riche. 
Ne had ſpent the night with the fiſhermen. The 
offer which he made us to partake the fruits of 
his ſport was gladly accepted; he pointed out to 
us a little ſpriug. where we enjoyed the pleaſure of 
quenching our thitſt with very good water, at the 
ſame time eating excellent fiſn and ſome ſhell- 
fiſh, which we broiled in the manner of the Ne 
Hollanders. | This repaſt ſoar; made Us a 
our ſhip proviſions. - | 

It was not long before we Jearnt that the com- 
wiffioned officers of the Recherche had agitated 
the queſtion, Whether the naturaliſts ſhould: pre- 
ferve any right to the ſupplies of freſh proviſions 
Jdiftributed on board, while they were on ſhore 
collecting the articles which conſtituted the object 
of their miſſion? Good care had been taken not 
to ſummon them to ſuch diſcuſſions: no one eſ- 
pouſed their cauſe, and the queſtion was very 
quickly decided againſt them, contrary to every 
idea of juſtice. I muſt add that, notwithſtanding 


en that took place among the perſons 
who 
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who acted as caterers of our meſs, all of em were 
ſtrict obſervers of ſo unjuſt a law. | 

It was: dark when our boat came to fetch us. 
Riche was glad to take a paſſage with vs, rather 
than remain on ſhore ; but he was under the neceſ- 
ſity. of ſloeping on board the Recherche, although 
he had the moſt urgent occaſion to go to the Eſpe- 
fance; for it is not indifferent to a naturaliſt to 
be carried back to the place where are depoſited 
the means of preſervation of the pens which 
as has recently-colleted. 

A {mall iſland at the diſtance of 2 ae 
meter to the ſouth- weſt, had been called I Ii 
aux Perdrir, Partridge Iſland, by ſome of our ſea- 
men who had diſcovered it. Citizen Riche and 
myſelf went'thither on the 20th, to fpend the 
day; and in lieu of partridges we there found a 
| Preat number of quails. Is this a miſtake of thoſe 
ho had eee een 
quitted the iſand? | 
„This ſmall iſland is in latitude 43* 23" 30 
' fouth, and is about two kilometers in lebgth. & 
new ſpecies of parſley which I have named opium 
profiratum, grew in abundance on its ſhores, 
almoſt even with high-water mark; We gathered 

a great quantity of it, which we took on board. 
Several ſpecĩes of club- wood, caftuarina, covered 
His country, particularly to the northward; fach 
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not to thrive the worſe for the bumidity commu- 
nicated to them by the ſea. It was obvious that 
their branches, by natural inclination, had ſpread 
on that ſide. Among the plants that I met with 
for the firſt time was a fingular ſpecies of limodo- 
| rum; of which I had a drawing made: I alſo ga- 
thered ſeveral ferns, and a beautiful ſpecies of 
glycme, remarkable for its flowers, which were of 
* bright red. | 

This iſlot afforded us no freſh water, ae 

ſeveral forkiken huts atteſted that it bad . 
habited by ſa vage. 
- - Two officers belonging to our ſhip (Cretin and 
Dauribeau) had. ſet off at ſix o'clock- in the 
morning to go and reconnoitre the coaſt which 
lay to the eaſtward of us; they there'ſaw ſeveral 
bays, the greateſt extent of which was from north - 
weſt to ſouth-eaſt. They alſo remarked various 
coves, which formed ſo many harbours: a fliff 
breeze .impeded their progreſs, and prevented 
them from advancing very far into them. Seve- 
ral fires perceived at a little diſtance from the 
ſhore determined them to land there; and fearcely 
had they entered the woods before they met with 
four natives occupied in keeping up three ſmall 
| res, near which they were ſitting. Theſe ſavages 
immediately fled, in ſpite of all the ſigns oſ friend- 
ſhip that were made to them, leaving behind the 
lobſters and other fhell-fiſh which they were broit- 

N "nt? ing - 
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ing on the coals. Hard by were-ſeen as my 
cabins as there were fires. 7 

This place appeared to be eg . fre- 
quented, for there were here found fourteen fmall 
ſpots marked with the traces of the fires that had 
been kindled on them. 

One of theſe ſavages, who was very tal * 
extremely muſcular, had forgotten a ſmall baſket 
filled with pieces of filex ; he was not afraid to 
come and look for it, and he advanced quite 
cloſe to Cretin, with the-air of confidence which 
his ſtrength ſeemed to give him. Theſe ſavages 
are not of a very deep black; they let their 
beards grow, and have woolly hair. Some were 
quite-naked, and others- had a —__ s ſkin 
over their ſhouldet ss. 

The houſehold utenſils which they abandoned 
confiſted nearly of thirty ruſh baſkets of the ſame 
ſhape as that which may be ſeen. at the bottom 
of Plate V. ſome of them were full of crabs and 
other ſhell- fiſn. Theſe baſkets are for the moſt 
part a third of a; meter in depth. Some very 
ſmall ones were found of the ſame ſhape, which 
were not more than a decimeter long; they were 
filled with various pieces of filex, wrapped up in 
the bark of a tree, as ſoſt as good agaric. The 
method which theiT ſavages employ. to procure 
fire is, to ſtrike two pieces of ſilex one againſt 
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other inhabitants of the South Sea, and even 
from the other ſavages of the eaſt part of New ' 
Holland: a, circumſtance that would m to 
aſſign to them a different origin. 0 1 

- They alſo left behind ſeveral. kangaroos, | 
— ſome water veſſels. | 
7 The two officers prevented: the. failors —_ ; 
touching any of the effects of theſe natives; they 
took only for the Admiral a large and a ſmall 
bafket, a kangaroo's ſkin, and a veſſel male of 
ſea- weed, which held five quarts of water. The 
ſhape - of the water - veſſel may be ſeen at the 
bottom of Plate V. by the ſide of the baſket. 
The ſavages had no cauſe to regret the loſs. of 
theſe different articles, for the officers left on the 
fame, ſpot a few knives, feveral handkerchieſs, 
ſome biſcuit, ſome. cheeſe, and an earthen jug, 
too brittle, indeed, to be a proper ſubſtitufe for 
the water · veſſel furniſhed them by nature. 
+» Theſe ſavages, although little encumbered 
with their effects, ſcattered ſome of them from 
time to time along their road. I know not whe- 
ther this was to accelerate their flight, or to ſtop 
the Europeans who were following them, on 
thus exciting their curioſity; -_.. | 
A boat from. the Eſperance had been to aids, 5 
cove, nearly a myriameter diſtant to the weſt ward. 
The perſons ſent on this ſervice, had met with a 
native, Who, neee every ſign of friend - 
rd 4 ſhip 
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ſhip that they-expreſſed, would never ſuffer him- 
ſelf to be approached within the diſtance of at leaſt 
two hectometers. A charming rivulet emptied 
itſelf near the head of the cove. © The ſituation 
of this port, oppoſite to an iſland that ſhelters it 
from the ſea, renders it - very fit for giving to 
ſhips all the repairs'of which they may ſtand in 
Other bights viſited by the ſame boat, afforded 
in general excellent anchorages. + 

A bay extended fo far to the north-weſt, that 
it was not poſlible to diſcover its extremity. 
Some of theſe bights io» dopant which 
communicate with the fea. 

© The attention that it was neceſſury to pay to 
| the ſpecimens which I had previouſly collected, 
—_— me the whole of the 21ſt. 

The gardener ſet off in the biſeayan, which 
was loaded with ten perſons, to repair to the 
inland where I had been the day before. After 
having in ſo ſmall a boat firuggled in vain 
againſt very ftrong winds, blowing directly in 
their teeth, they hadreſolvedto yield to their incli- 
nation, to go and look for a ſhelter towards the 


north-eaſt, at the diſtance of a myriameter and a 
half behind a ſmall circular iſland, placed at the 


opening of the paſſage which they had been to 
explore. This trip had well nigh been fatal to 


them: the maſt giving way, the fail fell over= 
* | bas 4 board; 
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Wards the bat way conſequently. became 
deadenad, aud, being too deeply ladet, ſhe filled 
by die toughnaßs of the ſea, At length they at- 
rived, ænhauſtet by fatigue, under the lee of the 
land, where they enjoyed a calm, which was the 
more agrecahle, as they had juſt ineurred- the = 
greate ſt dangets. The Admiral being extremely 
uneaſy reſpecting thait fate, at one o dock ĩn tho 
afterngvu ſent i boat in ſearch of them, Knowing 
very well that the biſcayan coul not get o 
board again winds ſd contrary. We had the 
ſatisſaclion of ſeeing them again towards 
night. They related to us, that after having 
followed the coaſt to the ſouth- eaſt and ſont 
during an hour's walk along a pretty eaſy roa, 
ſome fi res had apꝑriſad tliem oi the reſence of 
the ſavages, aud ĩt was. not long before theq met 
with a fe. Yeſe were the ſame that had i barn 
ſeen the precacling day: they did not ſuffot 

_ theniſelves (0: be more cloſely» approachedl. In 
the” fires, wich they abandoned procipitdtely;, 
wereifound ſhell· f ſu Rill broiling on the coal; 
ud upwards a thirty kangaroo-ſkins, at a little 
diſtance, indicated the Wen of chaſe inhabits 
ants for hunting. wan; | WY 4 cow” 
It appears that they ha lud ma diflike to the 
bread and the water which had been depofitedifor 
them the precediug day; but the ſmell of the 
. e 


0! VOL. 1. it, 


194  voYAGE tn 6RARCH 

it, ſor it was found in the fiate in which it had 
been leſt. In the ſame place were alſo ſound one 
of the knives, and the handkerchieſs, that had 
been put among their effecis the day before, 
A ſew ſhots fired at ſome birds, no doubt 
ſpread terror among theſe ſavages; ſor a boat 
from our ſhip went to the ſame ſpot two” m 


| Aſter, and met with none of them 


On the 224 of May, the launch n t 
watcy at the Head of recently. diſcovered 
to the weſtward. I availedimyſelf of this oppor- 
tunity to go'and viſit this place, which was near 
a myriameter diſtant from the anchorage. It forms 
a harbour of the breadth of three hectometers by 
a kilometer in depth, and there is ſufficient water 

in it to admit large ſhips to anchor. A rivulet 
brought towards its extremity very good water; 

_ whichit was not caſy to procure, becauſe; to have 
it im all its purityʒ it was neceſſury to roll the 
caſks partly in the mud, to the diſtance of up- 
warts of three hectometers ſrom the boat. Phe 
people might have been ſpared this labour, 

_ "which was prejudicial to their health, by making 
uſe of long canvas hoſes, or of leather pipes; by 
means of which it would have been eaſy to con- 
vey the water into the launch. Navigators 
wilt be ſenſible of all the importance of this pre- 


55 caution, eſpecially when the impoſſibility of aſ- 


n .boats, forces them 
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dicks indi water ; While byl mean of 
a hoſe carried a; few hectometers higher up, it 
might be procured without any mixture oſ ſea- 
water, which renders it very unwholeſome. 
On the banks of this rivulet grew various 
ſpecies of caſiurina, one of which was remarkable 
for its thub-ſhaped fruit. I alſo ſaw there à ra- 
tber; tall ſhrub, ——— 
family oi the cruciſer s. 18 end 13 
Numerous paths beaten * ran 
in the direction towards the rivulet, where theſe 
animals frequently come to quench their thirſt. 
The wind, which had been contrary to us in 
going towards this watẽring - place, ſhould have 
— return; but it ſell calm, and 
mm * 
ITbe barge arrived | after. four days ahſence, 
having in that time ſurveyed the, whole; gx- 
tent of the Strait, which is about ſonrimri- 
meters ande a half long, from ſouthyweſt to 
north. eaſt.¶ Not leſs. than fix fathoms and a 
half water had been found in it, with a hottom 
Bay is ſeparated: ſrom it only by a tontzue - 
land, the breadth of which is at moſt. four her- 
tometers. NV. ILG N 50 4 ht 
On the 23d, we waited only for A fair wind, 
. run into the Strait, in order to draw a 
_ of it with ſome * of correftneſs. 
02 - The 
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us; beßcs they wes ub fannt, that we were 

dbliged e remain at anchor the whole day. 
 Durttip the night we ſwön i ſeveral , fies 
hieb the natives trad lighted on the fonth<eaſt 

ene Ai 30.200) rangers 0 50 4! 
We get under way . about half - paſt ſeven 
Seo twyext morning, the a 4thy: ανt pled 


to windward, approaching-within-a>kHometer: of 
me — 126 TM ER] 


Ancla water; Wick an eneollemt bottom. 


Wichiouęh the Wermemeter 3 
Autan bad dcs Ullüllder thani y above 
Ae fiectmg point ihn nov / had confiderabiy in- 
ah the high mountains, which were Teen 
to the weft anllipoith-weſt, = + 4519997 al. 2963 *. 
orb rabhle curentb made us gain on cach 
Wed eontmey to us abhut f 
"FA evening; we in 


beachtete water. the bottom gay cal pretty 


— —— by de 
news of our ſayin this bay. ene. 

iche eurtente Aeg en be dees o'Aock 
* rf Hhie mierung on dhe a gh, and we made vel 
aden e 893890. Mio! ee 2 10 boatds 
l 2 © | 
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boards to enter into a natrow. fleeverof the Strait. 
to the weſt ſhore! off which w mr ann 
eloſo, ſtanding to tho north · eaſt by.norkiſ., | 
After having run about a. — — 
along. this channel, we entered a; ben bays 
upwards: of /a myriatneter in extent, bordered 
towartls-the welt by lande of a moderate heights 
thoſe to the caſt ward wore: low, and epa 
this Strait from Adventure Bay... 8 y 
About half paſt one o'clock in the aſternoog 
we came to an anahöt at the diſtance of a. Kilo: 
meter from the ecaſt: we then ſet Fluted Caps | 
bearing ſouth, 33 caſte. »; 04 Sour Fan Wo 
MWe janded to the porth-welt, oꝶ a"coakt;where | 
the very thick woods preſerved the greateſt hugs 
dity, although no rain had f@allen-for ſome! days. 
Among the ſnhrubs hieb covered this {hore g 
new ſpecies of ptelaa | was) growing in great 
abundan de. tore agi MK 
On the 26th we, weighed anchor at. ſcyeg 
och in the merningr and at noon we, ſound 

ourſelued im atthirdꝰ bay, the different bigbts of 
which leſtus for ſomne time in doubt reſpecting 
che paſſage that it was nebeſſary to follow. in order 
toget ont ——— 
in the moſſ diſtaat bight. | The in 
this hay was not leſs than eleven ſathoma towards 
u middle, andd at the diſtance of te het lomete mn 
tom the ſhore we had .not leſs 3 95 
N bebunk 1 | 8: + | 
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and à half. This bay, in other reſpects, was as 2 
extenſi ve as that which we had laſt leſt. 
Alter having fiood near two myriameters to the 
three o clock in fourteen fathoms and a half, with 
à muddy bottom. As we thought that a favour- 
able wind might ſtill carry us ſome diſtance before 
night; none ot us went on bee 
We got under way on the 27th about ſeren 
became contrary to us, and ſbreed us to bring up 
again in twelve fathoms and a half, over a bottom 
of ſand mixed with mud. We were then in 
—_— $304" — — 2 „ n 
Cade wants 
eee eee 
by which es dente il dat E Io arr” 
A fire lighted -not "far from the how an- 
Bounce the preſenee of the natives, and ſhortly 
alter we ſaw-one walking along by the Tea-fide. 
© Two boats were going to carry ſeveral perſons 
to both ſides of the Strait, when wo obſerved 
ſome ſavages paddling along in a catamaran, who 
: way on the caſt coaſt,” AsGimid as thoſe who 
— i made for the hrs, in order 6 rt throne 
ad ian. Rb wi jerrorty ls 
aud Fo 2 5 | landed 


| 
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I landed on the beach, from which they had juſt 
diſappeared, and I found there a great number of 
ſtones of a very beautiſul granite, nm | 
and rounded by attrition. N NN 
There lay on the beach wane vt 6 wk | 
of the bark of trees in the ſorm of that which 
may be ſeen Plate XLIV. Fig. J. Skiff of this 
ſort can ſerve only in a fea ſcarcely ruffled; other- 
wiſe the waves would ſoon knock them to pieces. 
As theſe ſavages know how to hollow out the 
trunks of trees by means of fire, in order to make 
of them a temporary abode, they ſhould employ 
the ſame method to form canoes; but they are ag 
bttle advanced in navigation, adin the other arts. 
I had now reached the outlet of the Strait, 
where I remarked 1 beautiſul cryſtals of 
very hard ſand· ſtoon ea 
On the top of theſe hills ben the ant 


which Phillip, in his Voyage to Botany Bay, has 
deſignated by the name of the'yellow gum-tree.” It 
vs only in ſeod, as Philtip-found it; ſo 


that I 
was alſo deprived of the characters indiſpenſable 


ſior determining this genus, which has the port of 


#&racena; The ſeeds, placed on à long ſpike; 
were filled with a great number of larves, which 
transformed themſel ves eee ev. . 
Vos of the eee w | 

CIR e which ene een an 
e ee e "OP | 
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plant is highly aſtringent! there is no doubt that 
it would be uſeful in medicine; the gummy prin- 
ciple- with which it abounds muſt” facilitate its 
mixture with our humours, and make the uſe of it 
Preferred to a great many other aſtringents. 

Among the beautiful plants that I then ga« 
thered, was @ very remarkable compound flower, 


which has not till How been notibed by any natu- 


raliſt ; it ſorms a new genus; which I call 7ichea, 
from the name of Citizen Riche, one of the na - 
tutaliſts of the expedition. This learned man 
has fallen a victim to his love for the ſeionces, 
after having, in a ſtate of conſumption already far 
advanced, made i long and ſatiguing voyage, in 
Whicir he confiilted his zcal more than wh 
5 frangth- - . n Nn Dino! ne ! I 

40h pom-invont io mwhimally elifedincthethir 
» ſection of the cmarocephale ( duſſi Gn Han.) 


The common calyx is corpuſeg-'of | ſeveral 


obtuſe leaflets, ſcarioſe at their ſummit, of equal 
length, and arranged in a ſingle row ; it compre- 
hends ſeveral diſtinct calyxes, each borne. on. a 
very ſnoxt peduncle ; all theſe litile calyxts are 
Fompoſed of five or ſix leaflets, eomaining five 


ve f florets, which-ate all hermuphrodite, and 


each provided with a ſcale almoſt the, whle of 
Ng Gain: Jongtd.. AY ibo tet foray ts 
The florets are inflated in dbeir upper part, 


mal are in ſive equal Aiviſions. ct e 911A 
3: Five diſtinct filamengs, Biaches to the tube 
of 


| o 14 FEROUSELU 7 - 2 | 
—— ng 16436 543-90 eee | 
The flo u Gliform, and its u the height of | 
the ſtamina. The ſtigma is bid, ' . 
_ The ſeeds are —— w | 
loaded with l red d H yi 612409 
"6 — — leaves of this oo | 
pound flower bas induoed-me to ging(it the hama 
of richea glausa- cee eee 
low colour. * 4 cs 1s Tal 0%: i 
Buplunarios ef thr Higurur, Fat ine 
Ng. 1. The plant of the natural fle. 
NN. 2: The flower we, From behind, im oe | 
0 diſtinguim the common caffe 
Hi. 3. One of the Heile enlyxes ity Rorets. 
. 4. The floret with its fert. 
Phe whole of the natural fte. UML 3197 
x. ene 155 — « magnihing 
Hye Os 
Fig. 6. Se nberer de Mer bd qe we. : 
gitudinally, in order to ſhew the ſtumina. 
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An officer belonging to the Recherhe had 15 
folfowed through the woods a path wake by t 

fayages. He preſently met with fix, w were 
Auite naked, and were walking ſlowly qwards 
_ the ſouth, armed with darts from five to ix "He: 
ters log. The ſürpriſe occafioned by fo finex- 


S cad a meeting was depicted in their features; 
2 „ 
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Hönn 
approached on the invitations of this European, 
and immediately put on their head a cravat and 
handkerchief which he gave them. They how- 
ever appeared frightened at the fight of a knife, 
the uſe of which the officer pointed out to them, 
| eſpecially when he ſhewed them the manner of 
Narpening/it ; and their fear was not diſpelled till 
he gave it them as a'preſent. It was to no pur- 
poſe that he preſſed them to approach the place 
where we lay at anchor; his entreaties were un- 
availing: the ſavages-/continued to follow the 
fame path, which led away from our fhips. 

A boat had landed on the other ſhore near a 
fire, whence roſe a very thick ſmoke. Here 
were ſound eight natives, who all had their 
ſhoulders covered with a kangaroo's ſkin, and 
were warming themſelves under ſhelter of four 
| ſheds... Theſe ſavages took to flight ene 

they perceived our people. 

An old woman loaded with proviſions, which 
the was unwilling: to, abandon, was very quickly 
overtaken by ſome-of our ſailors: ſhe had juſt re- 
ceived a handkerchief with an air of ſatisſaction; 
but the fight of a knife, which they wiſhed alſo to 
give her, frightened her to ſuch a degree that ſhe 
threw herſelf upwards of fifteen meters ſrom the 
top of a very ſteep. acclivity, and. fled over the 
wy 1 5 a ad diſappeared, 

#4 _—_— . I know 


Beat, 
— 


- 
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. know not whether the perſous wha xelated: 


the circumſtance in another manner meant to 
amuſe themſelves at the expenſe of thoſe ho had 


had ſuch à meeting: by their account the great 


age of this woman had been no protection to; her 
againſt the attacks of theſe ſeamen; however, ſhe 
had ſtill ſufficient ſtrength to make her eſcape, 
leaving behind two baſkets, in which were found 
a lobſter, ſome other ſhell-fiſh, and a few fern; 
roots of about two centimeters. in thickneſs: I 
diſcovered that they belonged to -a new ſpecies 
of pteris, of which I had laid in an ample ſtock. 
It appears that theſe ſavages expreſs from it by 

maſtication the mucilaginous part, which is more 
or les abundant in the plants of this ſamily) 

Like the other ſavages, this woman had a kan- 
garoo's ſkin on her ſhoulders; but ſhe bad befides, 
another, which, being tied on in the form of an 
apron, covered her nakedneſs. I am of opinion 
that ſhe had put on this garment more on account 
ol the ſeyerity of the weather than from a ſeuti- 
ment of ſhame ; for among the natives whom 
Captain Cook ſaw at Adventure Bay, at a-few 
kilometers from this place, the women were all 
naked: therefore it is probable that at ſu ſhort a 
diſtance there een mne in 
os manners 
In the night of the a8th.the WE alk 

4 ſuch bnd Gyualls, thay: eee Jrovy, 
of 1 * although 


eue bad bite doe mb thewwd-hntinded in 
_ exfloting D'Entreoaftcacy's: Serato To get out 
"VP i) we! had yet to go about the difidhde of a 


dem- ryriameter. The! wind was againf# us, but 
the Ade was in ut favour, and we weighed 
anchor at half ' paſt nine! Gclbck. Ind working 
out we often flood within three hectometers of 
the coat; where our ſoutttings wert from twelve 
and a half to thirteen füthoms | near the high 
lands, 1 3 — the 


5 ow tanids. - > act 21313 ec anne 


We at ug. vs FG ITS the 
channeb: the two points of land which terminate 
it are at moſt a demi-myriameter' diflant ſtom 
eachother, in a ſouth- euſt and norte ſf direc- 
tion. We borrowed pretty eloſe on that on the 
Nurbourd hand, where we ſound ne more than 
from three and a half to ſour ſuthoms, at the out- 
Korf the channel, 80 great à dedreaſb in the 
depth of water naturally led us to pteſume that 
_ "there was: here à very Hard rock, which reſiſted 
tHe daily eurrent of the bod and ebb ' and the 
lead Iformed us that mis ' conjedtare was well 
unded. This was the: only foul ground that 
was remarked throughout the whole length ef 
me Strait whence we eric out towards noon. 


eee eee. 


Fr $7815 O11 | | ing 
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ing. of about three myriameters vide, which, 
afforded a paſſage into the open ſaeaa 

To the northward we geſeried a vaſt bay, or 
rather a gult, interfected by iflots and terminated 


by the\main Japd, which . ſcen in the qiſtaneet 
Wrioc higzhüs in it ſeemed ieee, 
lent anchoryges. Wi "DJ Wi A-WM \ vv nay 1 


Q + 5 "Wah Sym kun NN Kal wee e 15 
IN e n 4, hail os nv e 
Man Ne e NN K N eln 
a cr i er l eee ee 
* VNN Nn enz 
Nr eee eee 
N enn oc. 49 =o do: 701 ia . 
dv DLO SH | Faw (= dns wu Vol * Sta - 
N 4 ora, oe ane WA ie OO Saua 
CUBE W ws as % A WA Alt 2 Sr 
CT Wend f N ar N a 
At Anne N 4s; R. Bn”; 
dA Ao wot arg Too ne WS St 
bing SHA aka Ts tp ON d 
e ont). 
h et ow ond ono eee ee 
sun W. WD eren 1 NG RP: -; 
| KENT IK, 
T7 d | 
Ah ato;þ0 iind eh fat; | Inlet 
a inghogur tar a ee NOW 
a 6, vl {ug off Yoeon IT: ee | 8 ran | 
16159 Ss 
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| Irmo Deana Des 
"from" Cupe Diemen' o New Caledonia, —We er- 
| ſhore the ſouth-weſt coaft of New. Caledonia.— 
Dangerous ſituation of the Recherche quite cloſe to 

the rocks which ſtirt this coaflt. —We ſee the na- 

#rves by the ſea-fide.— Small Archipelaga at the 
northern. extremity of New Caledonia. —Prodi- 
ious extent of the reefs.— We get fight of ths 
Terre des Arjacides and of the Treafury Iſlands. 
—Servey of the weſt part of Bougainville's land 
and of Bouka Iſland. — Dangerous fituation of the 
. Recherche on the fhoals off Bougainuille's Ifand. 
© Interview with the ſavages of Bona Hand. 
Fondue of theſe ſavages for nußſic. — Their 
 difhonefly.—Canoes of theſe natives.— Me deter- 
mine the poſition of various points: of Bougam- 
| villes Hand, and of Bouka and. Me anchor 
1 in Carteret's, Harbour. Various excurſions into 
1 the furrounding country.— Continual rains during 
aur flay in Carteret's e apices W 

vations. | 


Y E bad juſt 8 Sniſhed one of the 
*. -, geographical diſcoveries the moſt important to 
navigation. It was of the greateſt utility to aſ- 


certain 


or LA PFEROUSES/ 205 
certain exactly at this extremity of New Holland, 
where impetuous winds prevail, the places of 
ſhelter which it can afford to ſhips aſſailed by 
ſtorms. A roadſtead of about four myriameters 
and à half in extent at the point of this vaſt 
land might hold out very great advantages to a 
commercial nation. A veſſel may come to an 
anchor in any part of it with a certainty of find» 
Ing u good bottom, with a depth of water of from 
fix and a half to ſeven fathoms. Not a ſhoal is 


there to be met with. At an equal diſtance from 


its two extremities, where the rather coarſe ſand 
predominates, the ground is not ſo good ; there 
is alſo leſs water, for by the lead we had here 
only fix fathoms. It ſhould ſcem that the tide, 


entering by the two extremities. at once, had 


drifted theſe ſands into the place where the con · 
trary currents meet. There is no danger to be ap- 


prehended in approaching the land to within the 


diſtance of two hectometers. The windings' of 
this channel preſent a very diverſiſied ** 
and ſituations truly pictureſque. 

" [he c de far adranced; andthe them 
meter, although we were near the 44th degree 


of ſouth latitude, had not been lower than 6 
above o. Boiſterous winds were very prevalent . 
in the offing, while in the Strait we enjoyed tbe 
calmeſt weather. ., We did not expect to find 


3 


Za, 
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The Hikes which delight im ft ill witter Abound 
in this channel, whore our fi narmen * in 
8 LA very ſucceſsſu. 

22222 eioyrebraded ibiiie kiowetem be- 
Fond the outlet of the Strait; hen we .cbuld no 
longer diſtingaiſh its opening. Ihe ſoundings 
dir r we advanced inte abe 
open fea; | nin i 36 ee 1551 5 
ur atk placed ts; abmoon; in Aatitude 
43% ͤ ſouth, and longitude 145% & cha ſt. 
Me ſoon doubled Cape Pillar, and we then 
Maped our courſe north · caſt, iniander to go and 
explore the ſautheweſl coaſt of New Caledonia. 
The mercury ih the baromcter had fallen to 
48 inches 6 lines and the wind bleu ſtrong at 
honthaweſt, Thie rolling of the hip made me 
ſeel ad qual miſti as at our depatture fraſn Breſt. 
Me ſtay we had recently made at Cape Diemen 
bad already made me loſe the hahit tof the ſea. 
% Byathe goth of May we had made conſiderable 
e ine at noon we eee | 
*.5 5 ſouth, our longitudeſpeing 1g gaſt. 
eee. barometer had fallen Anbe 
courſe of the morning to 2) inches 4 lines, and 
Had not decei ved us in announeing tempeſiuous 
winds: ' We could do no mote than ſcud under 
the foreſail; and that too we 3 9 
but ſortunately we had a fair wind. 
. e the thermometer ws ot love than 
7 g* 
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ge above o, the cold was nevertheleſs very 
ſharp. The violent agitation of tlie air appeared 
to me to be the principal cauſe.. of the ſenſation 
which we experienced. 

Having on the iſt of Juge 8 the Iatitage 
of 35 1% ſouth, and the longitude of 154? 5 
caſt, we ſaw a conſiderable number of white and 
black ſpotted petrels ( procellaria Capenſis „ and a 


great many albatroſſes remarkable for the yery 

deep fawn colour of the extremity, of their wings. 
The next day, the 2d, a great many flying 

filhes of the ſame ſpecies as thoſe which, we had 


ſo repeatedly met with in other ſeas, announced to 
us, by throwing themſelves headlong on board, 
Xs we had got into the ia Sas by 


bonitoes. 1 5 ado 3. Wit. ue: 


"The motion; of the ſhip, fince Ac we had failed, 
had thrown me into ſuch a depreſſion of ſpirits, 


that it had not been poſſible for me to pay. the 


attention neceflary for the preſervation pf the 
articles collected in my laſt excurſions. On the 
3d of June, the ſea having become leſs Tough, 


allowed me. to engage in theſe purſuits :, they 
were not at all damaged ; I And en 


covered with a little milde wp. 


Since our departure from New Holland we , 5 


were reduced to a ſmall quantity. of water; and 


the heat, which, on the 5th, began, to be very 


e rendered „* e Kill more 
vol. | painful. 
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"painful. We had only a bottle a day each man; 
| vet our wants augmented in propottion as we 
advanced towards the torrid zone. We could 
not replace this beverage by the uſe of the wine, 
-which daily became worſe ; befides, the brandy, 
which feveral- already preferred to wine, made 
them require a greater allowance of water : the 
alt meat we lived on ſtill more increafed our 
Wir, which we had not the means to quench; 

and the extraordinary quantity of falt introduced 
into our humonrs, had communicated” to them 
an extreme acrimony; and indeed the want of 
water is one of the Principal © cauſes of the difor- 
ders of ſeamen. 

Some pintadoes, and many bahn birds, which 
we ſaw on the 6th of Jane, in latitude 34” 47” 
fouth, and lopgitude 159. 29 caſt, made us pre- 
Fime that we were in the neighbourhood of 
come iNand, gf arr. a, to de 
perceived. © 

On the 11th, About the madd of the day, 
we thought that we diſcovered land to the caſt- 
Wurd. After havitig ſteered in that direction 
_ Tor ati hour, the phantom difappeared, and we 
| immediately reſumed our courfe. 

10 A man- of- war bird, having come and hovered 
| our ſhip, was killed by a muſket ſhot. 
This bird 8a&tilt in its bill the ſpecies of cuttle- 
ut called p oligo.” 22 man- of. war . 
— 2 2 8 94 Fl 
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had probably ſeized. this ſea · inſect A 
ment when it had ſprang out of the water. 1 
had already ſeen, in the Mediterranean, this 
ſpecies of cuttle-fiſh riſe ſeveral meters above the 
ſurface of the ſea, by means of membraneous ex- 
panſions ſituated laterally towards its lower ex- 
tremity'; os of HO OOO adn 
Pp. 
On the 16th, about half paſt five veloek i in | 
the morning, we entered the torrid gone, in the 
longitude of 165% calt. fh 
At eight o'clock, we got fight of: the land of 
Pines, which is at no great diſtance from the 
ſouth point of New Caledonia; it appeared like 
a peak of middling height: we ſoon peretived 
the low lands by which it is ſurrounded on every 
fide. Sotne large trees were diſtinguiſhable to- 
_ wards the ſouth-caft part of the iſland. Its po- 
' fition, which we found to be in the latitude of 
22* 42/ ſouth, and longitude of 165 147 eaſt; dif- 
fered only 4 from that afligned to it by Captain 
Cook; by our giving it 4 leſs in latitude, and 
4 more in longitude. | 
At five o'cloak id the afternoon. we diſcovered | 
the ſhores of New Caledonia to the north-weſt, 
at the diſtance of about four myriameters and a 
half, and we ftood on in order to approach 
them ; but we were obliged to heave to at ſan- 
ſet to wait for the 2 whoſe failing was 


FRET: always 
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always far inferior to ours! We then ſet the 
coaſt, bearing ſrom north 320 weſt to weſt 32 
north. We were ſtill too far from it to ſee the 
reeſs which lie between this iſland and the Iſle 
of Pines. The Eſperance joined us about eight 
ofclock/in the evening; we were to have ſpent 
the night in ſtanding off and on; but it falling 
calm, our ſhip would not anſwer her helm. 
The ſouth-weſt winds had brought us to New 
Caledonia, although we had expected to meet 
with the general winds N YO, before we 
got ſight of this lan. 

"The little change in the variation of the com- 


| paſs, in the run that we had juſt made, is very 


-worthy of remark. It may be conſidered as no- 
thing from the 36th degree and a half of ſouth 
latitude, andthe 154th degree of eaſt longitude, 
where the variation was 113%, eaſt, to the 23d 
degree of ſouth latitude, and 164th degree of 
caſt longitude,” where it was found to be 11 4/ 
eaſt; ſor in this ſpace of 134% in latitude, and 
10% in longitude," the compaſs. did not vary a 
degree; and it is well known, that at ſea its va- 
- riation cannot be aſcertained at-the neareſt to 
within a degree. 

During the night of the — was . 
a fire lighted by the 99 on the Iſland of 


Pines, | 
As 
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As ſoon as day appeared, we ſaw an extenſive 
reef of rocks, which, from the coaſt of New 
Caledonia, took a direction towards the ſouth; 
and afterwards to the weſt. A calm detained: 
us the whole morning between theſe: dangeroas' 
rocks and the Iſle of Pines; fortunately a light 
breeze from the ſouth-weſt, which ſprang up in 
the afternoon, carried us clear of the breakers. 
When at noon! we had obſerved in latitudes 
22 497 ſouth, and our longitude was 169 40% 


caſt; the ſouth point of New Caledonia” bore 


north · north· weſt, diſtant four myriameters This 


extremity is in latitude 22* 30. ſouth) and lon- 


gitude 164 30 eaſtzro!2ivglt 03 09 HAGY. 0503 
WMe had loſt fight ofthe chain of rocks; but 
on-the:38th; about eleven o'clock, we'perceived 


its ſouthern extremity at two myriameters to the 


north-weſt. by weſt. This ſhort diſtance from 
our ſhip; when at noon we took aril/obfervation; 
apprized us that they ſtretched ſome miles 
more to the ſouthward than Captain Cook had 
imagined, ſince we found them to extend as far 
as the latitude of 25% _ FERN KEW 


; ing 164? 31” eaſt. Dien ei di 235% 


Theſe reefs, which-1 we approached ln 


* 
D 5 
1 8 
* 


the:aifiance; of tws' kilimetes) Mes fout - 


myriameters from the coaſt, and in that ſpace = 


afford very ſmooth water; we had to make ſeve- 
F 20 4273 0! 
"220" | We 
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We made little Way in the courſe of the 
morning of the -79tb, ſince at naon, being in 
latitude 23 3 48“ ſouth, and longitude 1648“ 
20 caſt, the weſt point ot the reefs was ſtill in 
fight, bearing north-weſt by north, diſtant two 
myriameters. We ſlood north-weſt by weſt, in 
order to double them, and get near the coaſt. 
We continued making ſhort boards all night 
under our 'topſails, endeavouring to keep at a 
tile diſtance from our conſort. It was necoſſary 
that we ſhould be near enough to acquaint 
each other, by ſignals, of the dangers into which 
we might fall on nn 
then unknown to navigator. 
During tho night, the currents accused 
us neater to the] recs which ve thought we 
had weathered. We were in for the 
land when; the day fortunately. broke, and 
ſhewed us alh the danger of our ſituation. Sur- 
rounded by ſhoala, there remained but very 
little room for us to ply in. The fouth-ſouth- 
caſt wind ſreſhened, and inoteaſed the ſea, which 
ſet us towards the breakers, - We werde already 
quite in the middle of them, when the Efperance 
made the fignal. for them: at this time Roſſel 
had charge of the deck. The ip was imme- 
diately brought cloſe to the wind on the ſlar- 
tack, in the intention of tacking, in order 


fo get ont ot ln dangerous ſituation: the Eſpẽ - 


rance 
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OI put about, and we ſaw hen now 
ſanding off with her head to the weſt ward. 

All hands were immediately called upon deck, 
in onde th work the ſhip ſo as to make her ſures 
in ſtays. Ruſſel endeavoured four times in vain 
to tack, and each attempt ſerved. only to bring us 
nearer to the reef. We ſa the ſhip driſting on 
the rocks, where the ſea, ready to ſwallow, us 
up, roſe to à prodigious height. There was not 
a poſſibility of letting go the anchor, far we 
could.get no bottom with a line of fifty fathoms, 
Although we were quite, cloſe 10 the reef, Al 
ready each of us was caſting hiveye on the, ab: 
jets of which he might ſeize hold in order. to 
gſcape. from an almoſt inevitable death; ig. ſhort, 
deſtruction ſtared us in the face, hen by an 
unexpected piece of good fortune; a fifth, attempt 
40 tack ſucceeded, and it was with inexpreſſible 
joy that we ſaw our ſhip Landing: away.,trom 
ibis dangerous ot. . 
A few iſlots appeared between the land and 
the chain of reeſs, which at moſt was not. more 
than a myriameter diſtant from the ſhore. . . 
Ihe lands of New Caledonia becoming. lower 
towards its ſouthern extremity, already began to 
exhibit ſome mountains of. middling elevation, 
which, ſtretching at firſt ſrom the ſouth- caſt to 
the nortb-weſt, a , ln towards 


n n " Ka s nai 
4 When 


— 
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When gt the approach of night we tacked, the 
topmen had neglected to rig in the main topmaſt 
ftudding-ſail boom, and the'mizen' topmaſt ſtud- 
ding-fail boom: they were both carried away at 
the moment when we were preparing to make 
another board; the main topmaſt ſtudding- ſail 
boom fell into the water, but the mizen topmaſt 
ſtudding-ſail boom, in its fall, wounded three 
perſons, among whom was ur ooo n. 
caſteaux himſellf. 

We ran into the offing to Apend the night; 
and the next day, the 2 1ſt of June, we ſtood in 
for the land.” A breeze ſrom the ſouth-eaſt per- 
mitted us to range to the north-weſt, at the diſ- 
tance of a kilometer and a half along the reefs, 
Which bar the approach to it, and are diſtant 
from ĩt only a demi-myriameter; We hoped to 
Ueover here ſome inlet that might permit us to 
go und anchor under the ſhelter of this barrier, 
againft which 1 — was 1 in a e 
manner n 
A ebnfiderable column of ſinibke: which roſe 
near the foot of a hill, not far diſtant from the 
dea ſide, indicated that this part of the iſland was 
Thhabited. © is M7 6 
ef "Sine noon, when' our ubwäe was 22 6' 58“ 
Youth; and our longitude 163 34 36” eaſt, we 
had run near two myriameters to the north-weſt, 
wars we diſcovered between the reefs a large 
opening, 


o7” >} 
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opening, which ſeemed to promiſe us a paſſage 
by which we might go and anchor near the coaſt; 
unfortunately it was late in the day, and the fea 
being too rough, did not permit us to ſend a 
boat to ſound this entrance. We much regretted 
not being able to enjoy the ſmooth water that 
reigned behind this rampart, againſt WIEW * 
ſea was ſpending its fury in vain. © © ** 
Some hills almoſt entirely deſtitute of 1 
tables, roſe in the form of an amphitheatre, as 
far as the principal chain, which appears to be at 
leaſt eighteen hundred meters in perpendicular 
height, and the direction of which is conſtantly 
to the north-weſt, We there diſcovered three 
rows of mountains of different degrees of eleva- 
tion; and we remarked, throughout all the height 
of the moſt arid Hills, gullies which ſeemed to 
be formed by the fall of the rains. ol ares, 
Behind theſe high mountains was ſorts one 
from four to five myriameters inland, which 
rifing confiderably above the others, appeared to 
be at leaſt two thouſand four rere en 
perpendieular elevation. 1. 
From the middle of the gullies iwed a torrent, 
which we diſtinguiſhed perfealy from the white: 
neſs of its foaming waters, cage ns we were at a 
ee 4! An 
The cold that is felt on theſe heights, no 


doubt hens the inhabitants to the neceſſity of 
5 warming 
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warming themſelves. We perceived feveral 
large. fires, which, they kindled -while we were 
making ſhort, boards, in "” WIE Haring. the 
pight.. 

On the 22d, — . on account of the 
| faintuels of the ſouth- eaſt wind, to get in with 
| the reefs before noon 3. we wem then in latitude 
21 617 ſouth, and longitude. 1635.8“ eaſt; we 
ſtood along theſe reefs till the s. without 
finding in them the ſmallefl break. 

New Caledonia afforded us a more coiling 
proſpect than the day before: werſaw ſome trees 
Tiling from the bottom of ales. with wine? 
the- bills are ſurrowed. A 

A fire lighted on the hs let us ler that 
theſe barren ſhores were not entirely deſtitute of 
inhabitants ; and it was not long before we Per. 
ceived ſome of them. 

The wind having Gifted. from north-eaſt to 
parth and north-weſt, we hove to about ten 

o'clock at night. This certainly was not the beſt 
plan to adopt, for in the neighbourhood of 
ſhoals, a ſhip ſhould always be kept under com- 
mand, ſo as to be ready to avoid them: it would 
doubtleſs have been preferable. to make ſhort | 
heards, in order to be able to manœuvre proper'y 
Ls caſe of any unforeſeen danger. 

The whole night of the 2 Ms we were are 
by 


- 
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by the winds. Our latitude at noon bad been 2 
37 ſouth, and our longitude 1627 47 af 55 

Me had à view eme 
with trees to their very ſummit. 

Six fixes, . 
the coaſt, aunounceda great-cangaurſa,of fas 
vages; they. were probably attracicd, by the fight 
of our ſhips, which contraxy winds kept. al 
in the ſame place. 10 Deng 8. 8 flair 

At three; o clock we were ſix myriamaters and 
a hall, Hm the land, when we perceined mean 
the beach, a group. of twelve New Caledoniana. 
whoſe looks were turned towards us, and who 
ſeemed ta hehold with aſtoniſhment our ſhips at 
ſo ſhort a diſtance from thair afland. 1 

Thas natives formed angther graup, and 
kept Very, ASM: two. fees: eee 
handled. 76D) 093: 2.at. g8f- 20% 7 

A;good glaſs canvinged-us that they were. en- 
txely, naked. They did not appear tempted.ta 
put a canoe into the water, in order to approach 
ns; befides, the reefs oppoſed to them a barrier 
which they would have been er clear, ſo 
a8 to come to our ſhips, 4 + 

On the aath, a flrong breeze from the ba- L 
weſt had obliged us to keep plying, and we again; 
found ourſelves almoſf in the ſame place as on 
jhe . day. The land was coyered by a 

fog, 
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fog, Which had n, — the 
winds from the ſouth-eaſt... 


_ © Our obſervation had juſt placed us in Tatitiide 
21* 46& ſouth, our longitude being 162% 46 eaſt, 
when we imagined that we diſcovered, between 
the reefs, an opening, which perhaps would 

have afforded us a paſſage; but how was it poſ- 

_ fable to aſcertain the ſact, with ſtrong * 

which were blowing dead on the ſhore? 
On the z th, as foon as the wind had ſhifted 
to the ſouth, the ſog was entirely diſpelled: 

thoſe winds which bring the cold into theſe lati- 
tudes,” reſtored to the air, at ſun · ſet, the ſuper- 
abundance of water which it had kept in a ſtate 
of | ſolution during the day; accordingly we 
then received” a few large drops of 20 rain, 
which fell very wide from each other. | 
For the laſt two days we had ne 
only a few kilometers in our ſurvey - of- the 
wy cc 


3 nns 12 £1, AEM 26 
12 *-The word feen is not here, nor in ſeveral other part c 
nds poo, to be underſtoad i in its literal: ſenſe. To ſurvey a 
coaſt, according to my ideas, is to take a geometrical plan of 
it, in which every place is to be aſſigned its true ſituation. 

: The reader will be convinced that ſuch an operation is ſeldom 
practicable. In my application of the word ſurvey, I am 
Juſtified by the * of Capuin Cook aud other circum- 
rd. e en ae , b 


| proatl 
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probably by the ſame natives who had kindled 
the others. 26M 
We were alſo counteracted by the — 


two ſollowing days, the 26th and 27th :-but on 


the 28th, a pretty freſh breeze from the ſouth- 


eaſt favoured us in the route which we intended 


to follow, in ranging along the coaſt. T 
mountains which we had hitherto ſeen, now 
gradually diminiſhed ia height; the chain ſeemed. 
to terminate here, but farther on they reſumed 


nearly: the ſame elevation; and the iſland, to- 


wards its northern extremity, was obſeryed, to 


be ſormed of large mountains, the aſpect of 


which, at this diſtance, differed in ng reſpect 
from thoſe we * eee on : the, PrEcpfing 
days. n is MA wht 
At noon we had pro i in the latitude ot 
20 28” ſouth, when our longitude was 1619 29 
eaſt, and we preſently diſcovered, that, a little 
on this ſide of the extremity; of the iſland, the 
chain of reefs was broken, and exhibited a large 
cut, which made us hope for an anchorage ; but 
it blew. much too freſh for us to be able to hoiſt 
out a boat, to ſound: this opening. We ſpent 
the night in ſtanding off and on, in hopes that 
the weather wore: be more favourable next 
ann 
10 the Sion 8 of New Caledo- 
nia we diſcovered. ſeveral iſlands, ſurrounded 
| 1109- $55 26) 0s Aeon ate by 


( 
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by tec, and connected with each ohe vy fand · 
banks and ſhoals. 

«bing the tight of che ꝛ9th the wind- had 
1 us ſo far to lerward, that we had loft fight 
of the northern "extremity of New Caledonia, 
which was ſound to be in the latitude of 29% 58 
but, and Tongitude of 16r* 107 eat. This 

Aland Prefents a chain of mountains, which oc- 
rupy att extent of near forty eight myriameters, 
from ſbuth-eaſt to north weſt. Its mean breadth 
not thorethan from three to fout myriameters. 
n Cook, who diſcovered it in 1972, faw 
; only ns porth-eait fide, It was important to 
wavigation to explore its fouth-caſt coat : the 
rocks by which it is ſkirted, are generally from 
five to fix kilometers diſtant from the ſhore; and 
towards its extremities, where it is the narroweſt, 
there are ſome at a greater diſtance. This coaſt, 
which is extremely dangerous at all times, is fill 
much more ſo with the fonth-caft winds, which 
had fingotarly n we 


| . ha oft made/ofit, 00 


e ſmall numbet of dre web ue perceived 
on this land, and its appatent ſteriſty, incline 
me tb tttink that it is thinly inhabited. We 
w not à fingle canoe, thought it is very cafy 
to navigate there under ſhelter of he. reefs, 
where the fea is exceeditighy mitn 
At feven o'ctock u nds fe from 

the north-north-caſt to the eaſt-north-caſt, ſeve- 
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ral mountainous iſlands, and ſome detached 
rocks, which render this extremity of New Ca- 
ledonia ſtill more dangerous than the ſouth ſide 
of it. Some of theſe iſlots are ſeveral kilometers 
in extent. A great number of rocks, of a black 
cotour, raiſe their points above the water: waſhed 
by a ſea ſcarcely ruffled, theſe rocks ſeem to he 
in motion, and at firſt fight they-might be taken 
for - canoes, riding on the waves. It was ſoon 
diſcovered that theſe iſlots-were numerous, for 
from the maſl-head they were diſcerned, as far 
as the eye could reach: they are ſurrounded by 
reefs, in the midſt of which the fea aſſumes the 
tint of the reddifh fand that covers the bottom. 
We reconnoitred them cloſely, and about eleven 
o'clock we were three kitometers to the ſouth- 
ward of one of theſe little iflands, when we per- 
rived breakers, which ſtretched off from its 
weſtern point, and extended out of hes __ 
weſt-north-weſt. | * 
Having obſerved at noon, in latitude: r 
ſouth, our longitude being 1617 0 367 eaſt, - 
we ſet a fmall iſland, Favs, "a | 
diftant two kilometers. 
Another iſland, diftant a myriamtedss we K 
| half, bore north 8* weſt : .theſe two e 
oonnected to each other by reefs. - 5 b 
Other iflands were ſeen to the oon oe 
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A fire, lighted on the iflot that was neareſt 
to us, quite cloſe to a rivulet, which ran down 
from. the mountain, apprized us that theſe ſmall 
xands are frequented by the natives. | 
The eaſterly wind blew in the evening, in 
beavy ſqualls, which: would have incommoded 
us prodigiouſly in any other ſituation, but we 
were ſheltered by the iſlands and the reefs, and 
therefore it was eaſy to ſpend. Go: night in 
making ſhort boards. = 
On the goth we diſcovered to the eaſtward 
© afew iflots, which ſeemed to terminate this Ar- 
chipelago. Their height gradually, diminiſhed 
in proportion to their diſtance ſrom New Caledo- 
nia: they ſeem to be a continuation. of the 
mountains of that large ifland, the baſes of 
which, covered by the ſea, riſe here and there to 
. form ſo many iſlots. The gradual diminution of 
the beight of theſe mountains muſt induce a pre- 
ſumption, that there are hereabouts, even to a 
great diſtance, ſhoals, which increaſe the dan- 
ger of navigation in-theſe ſeas. It will be ſeen 
that this conjecture was not void of foundation. 
Steering to the north-weſt, we ranged, cloſe 
along the reels, which e the acceſs to theſe 
illots. e 
The Admiral Agne to the Captain of the | 


n that in caſe of the ad 1 the two 


© '6F ta "prrOUsE. | 22 5 
Mips, he rende: vbus would de Port Praſlin, or 
Curterets Harbour. 

Sur latitude, obſerved at noon, was 190 20 
16” fouth; our Yonpitiide was 160 36” 12 eaſt: 
the fot which appeared to be the moſt nor- 
thekly bearing eaſt, at the diſtance of a wyria- 
meter and a half. 

We u the chain of reefs extending to the 
north-weſt as far 4s the eye could reach, and 
occafionally forming ſinuoſities, taking its coutſe 
towards the welt. Wich the wind at eaſt-ſouth- 
kaſt, we could, without difficulty, follow All tlie 
witidings of theſe Thoals. Since the middle of 
tlie day we had coaſted them for the diſtance 
of wur myrlameters, ! when we thought that W 
perceived their extremity. We were cotigratu- 
lating \dutſetves on having already terminated 
Mis Uängerous and fatiguing wh Ay in or- 

dier to enter into an open fea, When the ment 
160k out at the maſt-head, called out that 
there were Mmoals and & chain of reefs, fretchiiig 
to tHE Horth-north-weſt : it being tod late to 
Hand towards them, we Kept to windward OY 
ths Whole uigbt. 

A booby, of the ſpecies called peltcanus wark 
fiffered itſelf to be [cdiight on boatd, at fry 

it diffeted from the common ec By ith 05. | 
lour, which was not near ſo datk. "This bird 
bal che without twiſtrüſt, abd THIGH in the 
W by the fide of one of cut flfers: it 
I. 
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is very remarkable how little theſe birds are 
afraid of man; frequently they even alight on 
the arm which is held out to them. Their ſmell 
muſt. be by no means acute, the whole open- 
: ing of the noſtrils conſiſting of only two trifling 

its i in, the upper mandible of the bill. This 

mandible is moveable like that of parrots. 
We imagined that we had at length termi- 
nated the ſurvey of this frightful chain of reefs, 
which bar the ſea for a ſpace of near- fixty my- 
riameters from ſouth-eaſt to north-weſt; and 
we were already at about two myriameters and a 
half to the northward of them, when at noon, 
on the 1ſt of July, our obſervation placed us in 
latitude 28* 50 ſouth, our en ** 160? 
32” eaſt. 

We then ſteered north-north-caſt, in " order to 
aſcertain whether theſe reefs did not extend more 
to the north-eaſt.  _ | 

About two 0 clock i in the afternoon, « one 'of 
the ſhip's company, named Moulin, diſcovered 
to. the northward, at the diſtance. of two myria- 
meters, a ſmall low iſland, covered with very 
buſhy trees, and guarded by reefs which trended | 
to the weſt north-weſt. This ifland is not more 
than a demi-myriameter 3 in circumference zit is 
fituated in latitude 185 31“ 10“ ſouth, and longi- 
tude 160% .32/ 14” eaſt. ; 

3 compliance with the promile 1 which the, Ad- 


wiral had recently made, this iſland was called 
LY pots "BS 54. \- 450 Le 
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Dee de Moulin, Moulin's Iſland, from the name 
of him who had firſt diſcovered it. 

At four o'clock we got ſight of two other 

ſmall iſlands, lying to the north-weſt by north, at 


' the diſtance of a myriameter and a half. It was 


impoſſible for us to paſs beyond theſe iſlands be- 
fore night; for which reaſon we directed our 
courſe to the ſouth ſouth-eaſt, and ſoon after 
brought to, till the next morning. | 

During the whole night we were ſurrounded 
by a great number of birds, inhabiting theſe low 
iſlands : ſome man-of-war birds came, notwith» 
ſtanding the darkneſs, and ſoared at a little diſ- 
tance over the ſhip, and ſeveral boobies ſettled 
on our yards. 

The Admiral had intended to go and anchor 
under the lee of Moulin's Ifland ; but we had 
| been. carried upwards of a myriameter to lee- 
ward, and it would have been very difficult to re- 
cover this ground, againſt currents and contrary 
winds. We ſtood to the north north- eaſt; and 
it was not long before we ſaw, to the northward, | 
fome breakers, not very far from the two iſlots 
which we had diſcovered the day before: we 
| Rieered along them at the diſtance of, two kilo- 

meters in theit direction towards the north-weſt, 

By our obſervation at noon we were in lati- 
tude 18% 7 46” ſouth ; our longitude being 1607 
32 eaſt; and at this time e enelt recen lay 

a2 2 3 two 
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two kilometers to the caſbward 6f us. We don- 
tinued ranging along them, r n 
by north. 

About 2<quitetor paſt utleck we Aiſertred, 
ah myriameter and a half to the eaftward, a low 


and very woody ifland, which appeared to be at 
teaſt a myriameter and a half in circumference: 
it was ſurrounded by rocks almoſt even with the 
water's edge. Being thwarted-by the winds, we 
ſtobod on cloſe - hauled: ſome breakers extended 
about a myriameter and a half to the north- eaſt, 
and from the middle of theſe reefs were obſerved 
to 55; of black * 8 had 

This new | iſland 3 is in latitude 18% 2 5 end, add 
its longitude is 160® 31 ft. 

We ſiood on to the northward; and about 
ce in the afternobn the laſt of theſe 
rocks bore caft, diſtant a myriameter and a half: 
here appeared to terminate the reefs, ' which 
ſeemed to trend to the eaſtward, and then to the 
ſouthward: their northern extremity is in lati- 
tude 17 54 ſouth, and longitude 160 30 
aaſt; and it lies about fix n 
notthward of Moulin's Hland. 

It vas caſy for us to perceive, by the heavy 
ln, that we were clear of the reefs. © | 
A great number of tropic-birds,' boobies 5 
man-of:war.; birds, had quitted the different 


_— | 2 & iſlots, 
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ilots; which ſerve them as a retreat, in order to. 
come and fly round us during almoſt, the whole 
day. We, had cen. floating ſeveral; trunks of cor 
cas nut trees, torn up by the roots, by n, 
andi driſted about at the mercy of the waves, 
When we brought to, at fix G elock ip iba 
evening, we ſounded, in fiſty-tluce fathoms,, 
es hottem of five ſand, being then in the, 
latitude of 17 51 ſouth, and, longitude of 160%. 

1 eaſt. We remained, for, an hour on this 
hank, where, the lead being hove at different; 
times, gave us a depth of water of; from, af to 
fixty-fix fathoms, 

We had therefore at length terminated, our: 
ſurveq ol a ſrightſul chain of reeſs, which are the 
more dangerous to the northward; as they are: 
out, of, fight of all; land: although they, had 
appeared to us. interrupted to the northward. of 
New Caledonia, it is probable that they extend 


and unite again too, fax to eee us ds 


have diſcovered them. [3 

| Theſe reefs, as is, well known, are the wack 
of. polypi;. and the, danger, which they preſent: 
is, the, more to be dreaded, as they form ſteep; 
rocks covered by the water, and; which; cannot 
be, perceived. but at a; ſhort. diſtances, if it falls 
calm, and a ſhip is, drifted towards, them by the 
currents, her deſtruction is, almoſt inevitable: 
in vain; would the crew attempt. to ſave hama 


* a 3 ſelves 
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ſelves by letting go the anchor, for it would not 
reach the ground, even quite cloſe to theſe walls 
of coral, which riſe perpendicularly from the bot- 
tom of the waters. Theſe polyparii, whoſe con- 
tinual growth obſtructs more and more the bo- 
ſom of the deep, may well be a terror to navi- 
gators; and a great many ſhoals, which at this 
day afford a paſſage, will, ere long, _ reefs 
N dangerous. | 

The magnetic needle experienced little Va- 
riation during the whole time that we were fail- 
ing along this immenſe chain of rocks, ſince, 
from their ſouthern extremity, where it was ob- 
ſerved to bo 11 degrees eaſt, it had diminiſhed 
only two degrees, n 
northern extremity. 10 | 

The next day, the zd, in ſtanding to the 
north north-eaſt, we ſaw no more breakers. 
On the 5th, about half paſt nine o'clock at 
night, the moon having riſen nearly 15 degrees 
above the horizon in the eaſt, we had in the 
weſt the ſight of a lunar rainbow; it differed 
from the ſolar rainbow only by its colours not be- 
ing ſo brilliant. This phenomenon is far bels 
N than it ĩs natural to expect. | 

We were how reduced to a very FREY 
lowance of water, which was a prodigious in- 
convenience, in latitudes ſo near the line, and 
e ee eee 

we 


e AX baden FE 
we 1 on Yoard's inachine, of the invention of 
Dr. Poiffonnier, a phyfician: this diſcovery could 
be of no ſervice to us, for to uſe it required a 
great deal of fuel, and when. a ſhip is in want of | 
water, the generally runs ſhort of wood. 

At ten o'clock in the morning of the gth we 
got ſight of the Ar/acides,' and ſtood directly in 
for Cape Nepean. "Theſe iſlands, diſcovered by 
Surville, a Captain in the ſeryice of the ci. devant 
French Eaſt- India Company, were fince feen by 
Lieutenant Shortland, who having imagined that . 
be had made a new diſcovery, gave them the 
name of New Georgia. 

At noon, our latitude by obſervation. was ge 
52 ſouth, our longitude being 1545 38˙ caſt. 
The neareſt coaſt then bore eaſt by north, diſtant | 
three myriameters. | 

About half paſt four oelock we diſcovered 
the” rock called the Eddyftotie, a myriameter . 
and a half to the north-weſt. At a diſtance we 
took it, like Shortland, for a ſhip under fail. 
The iltufion was the greater, as it is nearly the 
colour of a ſhip's _ a few flirube crowned its 
ſummit. N 

The ſhores of me Wheides oppoſite” to this 
rock are ſteep, and covered with large trees to 
their very top. e 
Several fires, lighted on the mountains . 


171 - 


Pan ho? were inhabited. 
@ 4 Our 
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Our obſervations placed Cape Nepean, in the 
latitude of 8“ 49" 10” an and longitude of 
1 54 56˙% 24 caſt. 

The Eadyſtone rock, is is in latitude * ſouth, 
and longitude 1584 5 eaſt ; and conſequently 
more to the caſtward than it it is laid down by 
Shortland. 

At two o clock i in the morning we bove to 
till daylight. by 

Early on the oth we diſcovered, the "Treaſury 
Illands, four myriameters diſtant to. the north- 
weſt by north : they lie twelve N 
ä north-weſt of the Eddyſione, 


At noon we: were. a . demi-myriameter 
the weſt point of the iſland. which, dae fr. 
theſt t to the weſtward, and Which i 13 the largeſt 
of this little group; its latitude 5 7 25 36” 
fputh, ang its longitude. x.52* fe, 30. eat. 
Fivxe gr, 6x, of theſe iſlands, | lie, 7 near: to. cxch 
other, that, at a diſtance, it would be ſuppoſed 
chen formed, only, oe; this, was. imagined, to 
de the caſe, by Bougainville, hq, diſcovered 
them. to, the, weſtward in paſling, through the 


channel to which he has given his name., The 


pes diſtingnichec no. e than, three of 
theſe, hoe, we diftinetiy aw, fixe; and per- 
haps, on à nearer approach, we Should. have. 
diſcerned 3, greater, number. The, mppatains 


which form theſe iſlands. are of. a moderate, 
2 height, 


1635.4 x 
- . 
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height, and covered with large trees in almoſt 
every direction. This little group 'odoupies: a 
ſpace of about fix myria meters in circumference, 
the caſt, and weſt points of [which ſtretah out 
into the offing, forming ſhoals. Aim 1991s 
_ Afﬀter, having ſailed round it, we ſtood to the 
north north-eaſt, in order to go, and; recounditre 
the weſt part of Bougainyille;s Iſland. At. ive 
clock in the aſternoon we were ata ſhort diſ- 
tance from its ſouthern extremity, when; meiſaw 
g cluſter formed. by ten iſlots, the, greatglk: ex-: 
tent of which is from, eaſt to, welt, Being c. 
vered with, large. buſhy, trees, through which 
were ſeen; iſſuing the tuſts of a, few. palms, theſes, 
iſlots afforded, an enchanting proſpect. We re- 
marked; between them, and quite cloſe; to the 

ſouth ſide, ſome breakers, Which ode an 
proach to them very dangerous. 

Two canoecs, in which we diſtinguiſhed 1 great | 
many, natives, were under: fall, and ſeemed: to; 
direct theit, courſe towards, us; but they, paſied: 
behind the iſlot that was the neareſt to our ſhip,” 
and, owing to their rapid progreſs, e ſoon loſt; 
fight of them. We perceived on the, ſhore; of; 
this, iland.a group of ten natives, and quite cloſe 
to them a canoe on the ſand : they made no diſ-. 
poſitions for launching, her to pay us a viſit. As 
night was coming on, we en e tack, 
von gain an offing⸗ 12% 38 fl. 
EN! After 
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Aſter a violent fall of rain, by which we were 
inundated during the night, a tliick fog con- 
cealed the land from us, and did not permit us 
r bew bours 
aſter ſunriſP. 8 
Some reeſs, even with the water! 8 beste, feat- 
tered over a ſpace of a few hectometers, were 
diſcerned about eleven o'clock, at two myriame- 
ters and a half from the coaſt, and warned us 
of the danger of approaching it. We ſaw the 
ſummits of the loſty mountains of ee * 
Hus reaching 't6 the clouds. - 3 | 
The land again became obſcured in fog, and 
we were obliged to wait till the 14th before we 
could continue our ſurvey of this coaſt. 
Me then had the beautiful proſpect of the high 
mountains, which, gradually ſloping, formed large 
vallies, and afterwards ſpread into vaſt plains, 
where, however, we ſaw no appearance of cul- 
ture: the whole was covered with trees, even to 
the moſt lofty ſummits, 'which appeared to be at 
| leaſt two thouſand four hundred meters in per- 
pendicular height, and to oy _ of four 
3 inland. 
Some fires on the hills 0 us that t this 
iſland was not deftitute of inhabitants. 
About half paſt eleven o'clock, being a myri- 
ameter and a half from the coaſt, we thought 
that . when we 


found 


OF LA PEROUSE. 235 
found ourſelves carried towards a ſhoal Which 
the people on the look-out had not perceived: 
the water was ſo very ſhallow, that 'we could 
eaſily diſtinguiſh the fiſhes at the bottom, ani 


a few points which roſe higher than others, made 


us fear every moment Unt we ſhould fee che 
ſkip ſtrike on the rock. * 

Our depth of water was then four nene 
and a half; and the boat, which was quickly diſ- 
patched to go and ſound this ſhoal in different 
points, found no more than three fathoms and 
a quarter on one of its extremities, with _ 
ſtantly a bottom of coral. 

We were then involved in-the moſt ivinincat 
danger, ſurrounded as we were on all fides by 
ſhoals, on which we ran the ak of 18 af 
away, 

Boats wera ſent from' each ſhip to go and 
ſound on theſe rocks, where the ſhoaleſt water 
was found to be three fathoms ; the ſmalleſt 
ſwell might conſequently have made us touch, 
and have knocked out our bottom. | 

Theſe rocks, as well as the reefs of New Cale- 
donia, are the work of polyps; like thoſe reefs, 
they are built perpendicularly, -and quite cloſe 
to them we got no ground with a line of a hun- 
dred fathoms. Theſe ſhoals riſe like fo many 
columns from the bottom of the water, and 
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their progreſſive , growth augments, from day to 
day. the danger of navigation in cbeſe ſcas. 

At non, being 2 latitude 65 13. 11” ſouth, 
and, longitude , 11527 7 5b; caſt, we brought to, 
and continued in that ſituation till two, o'clock, 

Several trunks. of trees floated, alongſide the 
ſhip. We found on one of thoſe which the, 
boats; brought on board, a. notch-of ancient date, 
which,demonfirated that, the inbabitants of the 
neighbouring ifland baye ſome very ſharp in- 
ſtruments; perhaps they. haye fill. x remaining 
ſame of, the batchets given them by Bougainville, | 

We were imperceptibly drifting on a ſhoal; 
hut we e e e. it in time to 

avoid it. 

The hands al the maſi- -head had, orders to be. 
_ doubly vigilant and attentive ; nevertheleſs, we. 
ſound ourſelyes cloſe aboard of another ſhoal, 
which we were obliged,” to get clear of like the, 
firſt, at the, ritk of being our ſhip, gg to, pieces 
on. the rocks ; we had on it the, ſame. depth of 
water. The ſwell, had, been. very WAYS, an the 
edges of this bank of coral. 

Our ſituation wag, the more — as 
night was, coming on, and as theſe, ſhoals. being 
diſtant, from. the coaſt, gave us reaſon, to,appre- 
bend that we ſhould meet with ſome; in the 
ofligg. , How. was, it poſſible to avoid them in 
the, middle of a dark night? We were under 


the 
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the necefſity of truſting the ſhip to the ſaſety of 
chance. We hoe to till daylight, with our 
head to the ſouth-weſt, and we ſounded very 


ſreguentiy without ſtriking ground. | 
About three "o'clock in the morning of the | 


14th, the Eſperance made ſeveral ſignals, which 
created the greateſt alatm on boatd our ſhip. 
We thought that they indicated ſome danger; 
but it was merely to apprize us that ſhe had juſt 
got ſoundings in forty- one ſathoms. We filled; 
and ſtood off a little from the coaſt, and at 
daylight hauled up and ranged cloſe along it. 
The chain of h6utifaitis then — Q — 
in height. , 5 we} wer 

A few iſlots, which were detached from Bou- 
gainville's Iſland, were connected with Seh 
other by reefs on which we ſaw the ſea breaking ; 
theſe were not the only dangerous places on this | 
coaſt ; Tome ſunken rocks formed foals, Which 
followed the fave ditedtion. Theſe banks erf 
corul were doubtleſs covered with fiſh; for we 
ſaw there a great many ſea-birds feeking _ 
food. 

A cative, in which were fix natives, lay . 
hind the iſlots neareſt our ſhip. As we were 
ſtanding on 2 a "ie N Fond ow T0 
paſt them —_ | 2 

The — of Sbugle llt Island n * 
3 feetned much more inhabited than 

* what 


238 = voOYAGE M skaken 


what we had hitherto ſcen: fine plantations of 


cocoa-palms which lined the ſhore, left us no 
doubt reſpecting its great population. 

Being at noon in latitude 5 437 12” ſouth, 
and longitude 15223” 26” caſt, we "ſerved that 
Bovpainville's Iſland formed, with the iſlots 
which ſurround it, a bay of near three myria- 
meters in extent. The Admiral had an inten- 
tion of 'anchoring in it: but ſome ſhoals diſ- 
covered in different points of its opening, and 
2 ſand· bank towards its head, gs wen alter 
His mind. 

Bougainville's Iſland is ; terminated by ſome 
very low land; and we preſently diſcovered the 
extremely narrow. channel e . it 
from Bouka Iſland. 

Aſter having gained an offing, we continued 


a lying to during the whole night. 


The heat of the day had amaſſed the electric 
matter above the high mountains 5 frequent 
flaſhes; of lightning made us perceive their ſum- 
mits, and the thunder roared with a. 2 
noiſe. 

During the night, the currents hal 86 us 


upwards. of twenty miles towards the north. 


We were, at ten o'clock in the morning, a my- 
riameter to the northward of Bouka Iſland. The 
vaſt plantations of cocoa-nut trees which ſkirt 
the RL announce a numerous population. 

A cance, 
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A canoe, nen nine ſavages, put off 
1 the coaſt, and directed her courſe towards 
us. We immediately brought to, in order to 
wait ſor them; but they ſtopped when they 
were ſix hundred meters from gur ſhip: they 
pointed to their iſland, and invited us by ſigns 
to come on ſhore. In this canoe there were only 
ſeven paddlers ; two other natives ſeemed to be 
ſolely employed in baling out the water which 
they ſhipped, and watching our motions. 

A ſavage who had put off alone from the 
coaſt in a catamaran, paddled with the greateſt 
rapidity, and came up to the canoe, which con- 
ſtantly kept to windward of us; he was a very old 
man, and yet remarkably ſtout. After having 
_ obſerved us for a few minutes, he returned to- 
wards the iſland as quickly as he had come: he 
probably was a meſſenger diſpatched by the in- 
habitants, and now returned to give thera. an 

account of what he bad juſt ſeen, =} 

The canoe quitted us to go towards the El. 
perance ; a very large one was already alongſide 
of her.. 5601 

We aw at a Jiftance. another N 
carrying five natives, who came aſtern 3 8 our 
ſhip, from which they kept at about a hun- 
dred meters diſtance, notwithſtanding all the 
inyitations that we made them to come on 
We 1 "©; 13 4. vo? 

10 We 


** vor 4e Iv SEARCH 
We put in the Water à plank ioaded with 


| Ae add maike, BH te the end of à fall 


Kick, Kx& in its micddle, was faſtened a piece 
of taffet cloth in the form öf à flag, in hopes 
br enticing the ſadages to come cloſer : however, 
they aid not take poſfeſſion of theſe articles till 
We hä cut the line that held them at a ſmall 
distance frot our ſhip, Which they would not 
approach. Thie ſiglit of the ſcarlet cloth diffuſed 
among them the tnoRt Hively joy; they diſplayed 
une women dhe git bold of it, an aſked us | 
wr mite with much cartieſtnets. 

We at levpth Ticrebded in kalle them 
Gute clofe to the Thip, by throwing them ſome 
bandkkrchic, a few pieces of ted cloth, and 
oma empty batlles:' be of theſe Bottles having 
partly filled” with falt-wauter, the ſavage who 


picked it up, thitiking perhaps that ſt contained 


ums Mur god to drink, as very difigree- 


ably deceived on diſcovering the contrary ; we 
_ regretted" not having been able We by por him 
It Une of this miſtke. 

Theſe natives perfectly underſtood traffic; ; 
_ thiy"todk gbd Care tö jet ds Kid the value 
which they ſet one. oye n Saile 
N very Handſome Bow was ſbld 46 ds ik Gas 
 kiddkerchitts; © WHICH we Räd fent tliem by 
Sead & a line; ub THKEWIſe Feckived Tome at- 


rows. As they did not ſee among us this ſort 
9 | of 
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of weapon, they tried to make us ſenfible of its 
yalue, by ſhewing us A | 
uſed it. 
One of the gunners fetched his violin, and 

played ſeveral. tunes: we ſaw, with pleaſure, 
that they were not inſenſible to muſic ; they 
offered a great number of articles in exchange, in 
order to obtain this inſtrument; they aſked for 
it by imitating, with a paddle held as a fiddle, 
the motions of our minſtrel. It may eafily be 
imagined that their ſolicitations were unavail- 
ing: this was the only fiddle that ſerved to ſet 
the ſhip's company a dancing, and the voyage 
was not ſufficiently advanced for us to part with 
an inſtrument which promoted an exerciſe ſa 
conducive to the health of ſeamen. 

We loaded theſe ſavages with preſents in a ach 
a manner, that they ſoon made the greateſt 
difficultics to give their effects in exchange for 
ours; and they frequently blended artifice with 
diſhoneſty in order to procure them. The Ad- 
miral wiſhing to have a bow, ſome handker- 
chiefs ſtriped with red, the favourite colour of 
the ſavages, was the price agreed on; theſe were 
given to them in advance, too implicit a confi- 
dence being placed in their probity ; as ſoon 
as they had received the handkerchiefs, they 
would not part with the bow, but * with 
ſome arrows, which were refuſed. 5 
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Theſe natives. are remarkable for the gaiety of 
their diſpoſition. They, often took a pleaſure i in 
repeating the words which they heard us pro- 
© pounce; and. this the ſoftneſs of their language 
enabled them to do with a great deal of facility. 
Being paſſionately ſond of muſic, lively and 
noiſy tunes produced the greateſt effect on them. 
One of our officers, who played tolerably on 
the violin, ſtruck up a tune in very quick time, 
ſtopping double. At firſt they liſtened with 
the greateſt attention; aſtoniſhment was painted 
in all their countenances: preſently they were 
unable to contain their joy; while various mo- 
tions of the arms, which perfectly accompanied 
the time, and a great agitation of the whole 
body, were unequiyocal marks of their feeling. 

We did not loſe fight of the with that the 
Admiral had expreſſed to have a bow : a native 
promiſed one in exchange for a hat; but no 
ſooner had he got the hat, than he refuſed to 

art with the bow. 

Moft of the articles that we bend down to 
them were faſtened to the end of a line, which 
they did not give themſelves the trouble of un- 
tying, for they had in their girdl&\ a ſhell FAN 
enough to cut it immediately. 

As we were thoroughly juſtified in trofling 
no longer to their promiſes, one of our people 
was going over the ſtern of = ſhip, by means 


of 
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of a rope-ladder, in order to receive a bow tk 
piece of red cloth, when it was perceived that, 
being drifted to the north-weſt by the currents, 
we were already much too near to the coaſt. 
Our thip would no longer anſwer her helm, on 
account of the calm; and it was neceſſary t 
Hoiſt out a boat imtiediately to tow her 
round again to port. The ſavages, thinking, no 
doubt, that our intention was to get hold of 
them, in order to puniſh them for their dis- 
honeſty, made off with the greateſt precipita- 
tion towards their ifland. In return, perhaps, 
for the patience with which we had ſuffered our. 
ſelves to be robbed, they did not commit any 
act of treachery, as they had done towards the 
mip which Bougainville commanded in his 
, yojuge round the world. 

During all this time four canoes were com- 
municating with the Eſperance ; one of theſe 
canoes carried forty natives, ſixteen of whom 
were employed in conducting ber, each with a 
——— the others were warriors, | 
We learnt from the Eſperance, that this wat 
canoe had kept fora long time at a diſtance, a 18 | 
that ſhe had not determined to approach, till aft 
the natives in the ſmaller canoes had ſhewh | 
their countrymen various articles which they had 
received. 
"The order which Preralled in the difiribution 


R 2 of 
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of the ſavages on board of this large canoe, indi- 
cates that they have a ſort of naval tactics. Be- 
tween two paddlers placed on the ſides, a warrior 
ſtood up, holding in his hand a bow and arrows; 
ſome intermediate ranks were compoſed of two 
other warriors, and ſometimes of three, who had 
their head turned towards the ſtern of the canoe, 
in order to obſerve all the movements on that fide, 
and to be ready to fight retreating. Theſe war- 
riors had manifeſted no hoſtile views: they had 
ſeemed to take a pleaſure in drinking the brandy 
and the wine which had been given them; they 
likewiſe ate ſome ſalt pork, but not without a 
certain degree of repugnance. - _ 

The ſavages eee had & <4 

lent teeth, for they ate without any difficulty the 
hardeſt biſcuit that we could offer tem. 
. © T know-not whether theſe iſlanders have. had 
any communication with the Engliſh and the 
Spaniards; but one of them holding up an 
arrow, which he had made ſaſt to the end of a 
Une, in order that we might haul it in, pro- 
nounced very diſtinctly the Engliſh word arrow ; 
and another making us a ſign to go on ſhore, 
and pointing to the iſland, pronounced the word 
tierra, which in Spaniſh ſigniſies land... 

The Captain of the Eſperance told us, that 
ſeveral of thele favages pronounced the term 
Bouka, the name which Bougainville gave to 
| 1 their 
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their iſland. - This word, which in the Malay 
tongue is the expreſſion of negation, and which, 
when the firſt ſyllable is pronounced long, ſig-' 
nifies to open, is no doubt a term in their lan- 
guage, which ſeems to have ſome analogy with 
the Malay; it however differs from it ſo much, 
that one of our people who ſpoke Malay with 
facility, could not underſtand them. q 
The value they ſeemed to attach to the nails, 
and various articles of hardware which were 
given them, informed us that they were ac. 
quainted with the uſe of iron. N 
_ © * Theſe ſavages are of middling ſtature; me co- 
lour of their fkin is a light black; they wore no 
clothes, and their muſcles, ſtrongly marked, an- 
nounced the greateſt ſtrength: their countenance 
is very far from agrecable, but it is full of ex- 
pteſſion. They have a very big head, a broad 
forehead, which, like their whole face, is very flat, 
particularly below the noſe, the chin thick and 
prominent, rather high cheek bones, a broad 
. ̃ -N 
Betel- root, with the blood - colour juice of 
which they tinge their large mouth, neg poo | 
the uglineſs of their ſacc. 0 
; D 
ed with very heavy ringe made of ſhells, the ' 


a 
n 3 ſize. 


15 
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lug Sam of them bad. white and ved ſripes 


traced on their body ; remarked one whole hair 
and noſe Were e ich e peddiſh earth, 
which appraxed to me fo, be hre: ſome. wore 
braeclets Men of the fibrey of, the Ra, of ts, 
cogoa-puts ,; Alb ti 


Their frigzly,capd very. hic "hair. Fn 0 


great bulk, like that of-ſeveral. mw? We 
we met Winne 81 elt. 


hair from, eyery park ofthe boch. and one only | 
was ſeen on board the. AARP who en 


his beard ta grow. 


They all. had the 3 tightened by. a 
cord, which, paſſed xqund, it. ſeveral times, and 


 whichſcemed to be intended only to increaſe the 


muſcular ſtrength of that part af the body. One 
of the natives had, probahly allo. with the fame 
view, his, leſt. arm hound up in three different 


Parts of the body of the biceps muſcle; ſome 


pieces of flat Wood were placed on the external 
part of the ſame arm, for the purpoſe of ſupport- 
ing the effect of the cord. 


It appenrectbat-theſ: Garages are nts 


in the uſelat the bow, Ons of them had brought | 


on board the Eſperance a booby which he had 


Juſt killed with, an arrow in the belly of this 


bir4. r * e BY, 


Es. 4 l 7 ALY 


Theſe | 
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Theſe inanders have particularly turned the 
i dctuſtry towards the making of their weapons, 
which are wrought with great ſkill. We ad- 
mired the art with which they had coated with 
roſin the firing of their bows, fo that it 5 8 it 


covered near the middle with the bark of rattan, 
in order that it miglit be leſs worn, in letting fly 
their arrows, The lower part of theſe arrows is 
verylight, it being formed of the ſtalk of the faccha- 
rum ſpontaneum; the other half is made of a very 
hard wood well ſharpened; the point of junction 
is cuted in a workmanlike manner, with about ; 
thirty turns of the filaments of the bark of rattan, 
as well as the lower part of the arrow, near the 
place that bears on the E 1 in Aer increaſe 
its ſokidity. 9 
Their canoes; which are made of er planks” 
joined together with art, are of an elegant form, 
extremely well calculated for going ; faſt through 
the water. See Plate XLII. Fe. ths 
On the approach of night à current, which 
ſet to the north notth-weſt, cauſed a rippling,.. 
that ſo much reſembled the effect of a ſhoal as 
to deceive the moſt experienced eye: a boat was 
ſent to found there, but no bottom was found at | 
twenty fathoms. 1 ** 
Violent claps of Gates ed, 1 the 
vight, from the thick clouds which hung on the 


R 4 high 


7 
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high mountains, while we were ſtanding to the 
ſouth ſouth-weſt, in order to ir to hold our own 
againſt the currents. 

We had juſt completed the 7 > wa of the weſt 
_ coaſt of the two iſlands, the eaſt fide of which 
Bougainville had explored, when he diſcovered 
them. 

The moft eaſterly and _ ſoutherly point 
of Bougainyile's Iſland is in the latitude of 
74 50” ſouth, and longitude , of 153? 18* 34” 
caſt, 

Its north point, called Point 3 is in la- 
titude 3 34 ſouth, and longitude 1 52* 317 caſt, 

Tbe banks of coral which we found in the 
offing near Bougainville's Hand, are in latitude 
6* 117 ſouth, and longitude 152* 2/ eaſt. 

The north-eaſt point of Bouka Iſland is. in 
latitude fe 360 enth. and longitude 152? of 
8 

N after having. 
gradually diminiſhed, was no more than 74* caſt. 

The currents along theſe coaſts carried us 
| conſtantly to the north-weſt, at the rate of from 


- eight to ten miles a day. 


The thermometer did oat riſe. above. 22", al- 
though we were at 2 ſmall diſtance from the 
equator, _ - | 

At ſun-riſe on the 16th we ſaw, bearing from 
north 155 eaſt, to north 22" 30” eaſt, at about 
; three 


* 
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three myriameters diſtance, a flat iſland-to which 
Carteret gave the name of Sir Charles Hardy's 
Iſland. It is five myriameters to the north 
north-weſt of Bouka Ifland, : _ 1 
About one o'clock in the afternoon we 10 

ſight of Cape St. George, the ſouth-eaſt part af 
Ne Ireland. It bore weſt north-weſt, diſtant 
about four myriameters: its latitude was fixed at 

4 54 30“ ſouth, and its W at 1 500 39) 
caſt. 

We kept e ee det the night . 
making ſhort boards, | 

As ſoon as the day broke on the 7th we di- 
rected our courſe for Carteret's Harbour, where 
we intended to caſt anchor. After having leſt | 
Hammer Iſland a-demi-myriameter on the ftar- 
board hand, we ſteered ſo as to paſs quite cloſe to 
Booby Rock, leaving Leigh's Iſland on the lar- . 
board hand, and we bore up between Cocoa -· nut 
Iſland and New Ireland, where we anchored 
about half paſt one o'clock in the afternoon, in 
thirty-one fathoms and a half water, the bottom 
very ſoft black mud, mixed with calcareous ſand: 
We were then four hundred meters from Cocoa- 
nut Iſland. The north-weſt point of New Ire- 
land bore weſt 12 north, diſtant a demi-myri- . 
ameter, and the ſouth-caſt point of the fame. 
land bore e $470 at A | 

and 
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and the middle of the north-weſt channel of 
. Catteret's Harbour weſt 10 north; 

Only a hundred meters nearer to "IN 
Iſland, we ſhould have lain as ſnug as in the 
beſt ſheltered harbour. A ſhip may here anchor 
withit/a little diſtance of the land, fince at 
twenty meters from the ſhore | there are five 
ſathoms, and farther rn. 
creaſes very ſuddenly. 

We landed on Cocoa- nut Ifland, in order to 
ſpend" there the reſt of the day. This little 
iſland, the moſt elevated ſpots of which are not 
more than a hundred and fifty meters in perpen- 
diculur height above the level of the fea, is 
ſormed of calcareous ſtones of an extraordi- 
naty whiteneſs. Riſen from the boſom” of the 
deep, time has effected little change in the 
madrepore which enter into its compoſition ; - 
they may be diſtovertd even on the rocks the 
moſt expoſed to the inclemency of the weather. 
It is terminated to the ſouth-eaſt and to the 
nortiilenſt by a ſhoal of the fame kind of ſtone. 
There is, between it and Leigh's Hand; a ſuffi- 
cient depth of water to afford a paſſage to ſhips. 

A great deal of rain having fallen during the 
night, there arofe from the middle of the woods 
ſo eonſiderabſe a humidity, that at every inſtant 
clouds were ſeen forming there: theſe clouds, 
— iſſued n from the loweſt fitua- 

tions, 
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tions, reſembled, at firſt ſight, the ſmoke of fires 
lighted in the foreſt; and as ſoon as they had 
reached a degree of elevation ſufficient to ex, 


perience the effect of n. of che air, they 
preſently diſappeared. 1 

Cocoa- nut Iſland was conemedavidly N 
green trees: their roots, buried between the 
calcareous ſtones, found very little vegetable 
earth; but theſe trees did not grow with leſs 
vigour, on account of the great moiſture of 
thoſe ſpots. It was a charming ſight to behold 


the beautiful tree known by the name of h 


ringtonia ſpecioſa, attracted by the humidity; ho- 
rizontally extending its branches very far out 
above the waters of the ſea. Various ſpecies. of 
fig: trees grew on this illand. We expected to 
find here a great quantity of cocoa-palms, whick, 
even was one of the reaſons that had made us 
prefer this anchorage: to ſeveral others at no 
great diſtance: it was, however, with difficulty 
that we procured only a dozen cocoa - nuts. 
We ſaw with concern, that among our people 
who had been on ſhore to cut wood, ſome had 
made no ſcruple to fell. the cocoa · nut trees in 


order to get at the ſruit: they eagerly ſought the 5 


young leaves of the top of the tree, which are 
very tender ; theſe were a moſt agreeable treat 
to perſons who had lived for a long time on ſalt 

promifigns,. Had we ſuffered. them to. Hows: (OO 
| 4 * own 


* 


2 


* 
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own way, there would not haye remained a 
fingle cocoa- nut tree on the iſland ; and this an- 
chorage would have been deprived, perhaps for 
ever, of theſe reſources, which are ſo welcome to 
anos. F- 

Night overtook us in the middle of the woods, 
and we enjoyed the pleafing view of a prodi- 
— gious quantity of glow-worms, that, in their 
fight, diffaſed a tremulous gleam, by which 
we were more dazzled than lighted: © 

This was the hour at which the ſpecies of 
crab called cancer ruricola iſſued from the holes 
that it had dug. We trod on many of theſe 
crabs in returning to the place where the boat 
was waiting ſor us; and ſeveral perſons of our 
party, before they knew what they had ſet their 
foot on, were afraid that it was ſome venomous 

© The next day, the 18th, I viſited the ſouth- 
_ eaſt part of Cocoa-nut Iſland: different creep- 
ing plants prevented me from penetrating very 
ur into theſe foreſts. 

Various ſpecies of epidendrum adorned the 
trunks of the thickeſt trees, and grew in the 
midſt of a great . of _ which 9 
cqually paraſitical. 

Along the coaſt I ſaw floating ith ſpecies 
olf pandanus, of the barringtonia ſpecioſa, and of 
the e, the trees of which ſhot forth their 
branches, 
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branches, and even their — in a yey re- 
markable manner above the ſea. | 
Two men belonging to the ſhip, who bad | 
followed me, ſaw an alligator quite cloſe to the 
beach, on the ſouth-eaſt extremity of Cocoa-nut 
Iſland. I do not imagine that this animal is 
very common there ; for, during the whole time 
of our ſtay at this anchorage, no accident hap- 
pened, although a great e of e 
bathed frequently. 
I remarked, towards the caſt part of this little 
iſland, ſeveral ſpecies of nautili difleminated 
amid the prodigious quantity of ithophites of 
which it was in a great meaſure compoſed. - 
Me were aſtoniſhed at the abundance and 
the conſtancy of the rain; it was like a torrent 
of tepid water, which was inceſſantly flow- 
ing, and which, however, did not- prevent us 
from viſiting the environs of our anchorage. 
I TI returned for ſeveral days ' ſucceſſively to 
Cocoa-nut Iſland, or to Leigh's Iſland. © 4 
It is very aſtoniſhing to meet there with @ 
great a quantity of inſets of different forms and 
colours, the activity of which the rains did not 
ſeem to diminiſh. Theſe were for the moſt part 
coleoptera, which it was difficult to catch. The 
moſt diverſified * belonged to the cicen- 
gela genus. 
| 99 * the pleaſure of "ſeeing various 
| ſpecies 
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ſpecies of fig-trees, from whoſe furmit hung a 


great number of radicles, which _unplanted 


themſelves in the ground, to give birth to as 


many different ſtems. * 8 
The cycas circmalis is very common in the bot- 


toms, under the ſhade of the large trees. Hard 


by we ſaw a ſhed newly conſtructed of boughs, 
where the ſavages had come to reſt themſelves. 
We ſtill perceived there the remains of the meal 


they had made with fruits of the cas, the ker- 
nels of which, eaten raw, are a very powerful 
emetic, as ſeveral of our people experienced; but 


the ſavages had roaſted them, and we remarked 
the traces of fixe on a great number of the huſks. 
The kernel which the fruit of the cycas circinalis 


contains 18 very bitter : the inhabitants of the Mo- 


luecas know much better how to prepare them 


than thoſe of New Irelant®* as I had occafion to 


obſerve towards the end of this voyage. Expe- 
fience has taught them that maceration deprives 
it of its noxious qualities: this proceſs may alſo 


fuceeed with reſpect to many other fruits, and a 


great number of roots, which may thus ſerve for 


„ ths ſuſtenance of animals, and even of man. 


- We faw on the ground a great many fruits of 
the eas which the favages had not touched. 
Their ſuceulent huſk, which diffuſed a very agree- 
able odour reſembling apples, contains fermen- 
- tative 82 ſofficient to yield, when infuſed in 

water, 
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water, a good ſpirituous liquor: theſe. fruits are 
here very abundant, and may be uleful to navi- 
Among the large trees that grew on Cocoa-nut 
Iſland I ſaw with ſurpriſe. a new ſpecies of areca, 
whoſe trunk, which roſe to upwards of thirty-ſix 
meters, was no more than two thirds of a deci- 
meter in thickneſs, It was difficult to conceive 
how ſo weak a tree could ſupport itſelf at ſuch 
an elevation; but our aſtoniſhment ceaſed when 
we withed to fell one: its wood was ſo extremely 
hard, that for ſome time it reſiſted the redoubled 
blows of the axe. A great quantity of mucilagi- 
nous ſubſtance, under the form of pith, occupied 
its centre, as is the property of many other 
trees of the ſame family: this pith being re- 
moved, the trunk exhibited a cylinder, the wood 
of which was not more than a centimeter in 
thickneſs ; the wood is of a beautiful black. The 
fruit of this new ſpecies of arece is of a red” co- 
lour ; it is ſcarcely bigger than a common olives. 
and is nearly of the ſame ſhape. i447 "þ 5 
The caryota wrens was one of eee, 

this foreft,. Among the ſhrubs I aw foveral-ſper 
cies of dracana. I admired among the; trees a 
folarm, undoubtedly the talleſt ſpecies of that 
genus; thoſe which are till the preſent day 
known. to botaniſts being only herbs or weak 
ſhrubs: the leaves of eee are oval, hard, 

and very ſmooth. - 
| Teak- 
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Teak-wood, teona grandis, that fine tree ſo va- 
luable for the conſtruction of ſhips, grows at Car- 
teret's Harbour. I alſo ſaw there various ſpecies 

of guettarda and a new ſpecies of hernandia, 
'  " Mofles and ferns were very numerous, and 
grew in the fulleſt vigour in theſe moiſt ſpots. 

The weſt coaſt of Cocoa-nut Iſland is ſteep, 
and riſes very high above the water. The calca- 
reous ſtones, of which it is formed, are very much 
expoſed to the inclemency of the weather; ac- 
cordingly they break off with facility. I there 
found the nutmeg-tree which Rumphius has de- 
ſcribed under the denomination of myriſtica mas 
(Rumph. Amb. vol. ii. tab. 5). The fruit was as 
yet in no great forwardneſs. It is more elongated 
than the cultivated ſpecies. | 

Doubtleſs ſome ſavage had periſhed in the 
widſt of theſe rocks, for I found here a human 
Kceleton almoſt entire. 

Hard by was a ſpot where T obſerved the 
marks of a fire, which had been lighted by the 
favages who land on this coaſt. 

The continual rains at Carteret's Harbour have 
there rendered ſome ſpecies of ſpiders very induſ- 
trious: I ſaw: ſeveral that had made themſelves 
excellent retreats in the middle of their web: 
this is of a very cloſe texture, in the form of a ſu- 
gar-loaf, two centimeters high by a demi-centime- 
ter wide at the baſe, having the point raiſed and 

a little 


* 


* or rA "'BEROUSE; 257 


a little inclined: towards the ſoxith-eaſt; in order 
that the prevailing winds may have leſs hold f 
its little habitation. The rain runs off this ſort ; 
of cone, without being able to penetrate it, and 
cannot weigh it down, becauſe it is diſtended on 
all ſides by threads attached to- the neighbouring 
branches. The ſpider, perfectly ſheltered in this 
Houſe, comes out of it only to ſeize upon the 
Anſects which Joppa: to Wr „ a 
his nets. 
Ba, . We, which does not ſpin fo 44 
N 2k the former, ſecures itſelf from the rain 
by getting under part of a leaf that is bent in 
nearly a conical form, and is placed in the mid · 
dle of its web: every thing is combined to give 
ſolidity to this dwelling : the corner being a little | 
inclined, is oppoſed to the ſouth-caſt winds; in 
order that it may ſuffer lefs from their violence. 
Nature has been extremely bountiful to ſome 
vider ſpecies of ſpiders, which. are covered. with a 
ſkin that is very tough, and as gloffy as if they 
were coated with the fineſt varniſn. Theſe laſt 
are not in the leaſt affeded by the heavy rains to 
which they are conſtantly expoſed, and they wait 
patiently in the middle of their web, till ſome i ins I. 
n bool ws 1. 1 28 
Among theſe ſpiders. I diſcovered/.ſome;| wbols E 1 
body was terminated in a e e acule- 
| ata and the aranea_ſpingſa. beg en or © 
\ o“. I. 5 g Leigh 


85 


very neur the fed. Further inland were ſeen the 
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\- Aeigh's: Hand; which is much. ſmaller than 
ne! Wand, affords. ſe different produc· 
tions; its foil is of 3 nahme, but is much 
elevated; + 

The ſteep e of: New Taclapd, which 
e eee Harbour, are at leaſt. three 
© times. as high. as thoſe of O nut Iflend. I 
alſd fon, on their very ſummits, the, mazine pro- 
ductions, of which, they are-partly compoſed. 

On the 23d I landed on the part of New. Ireland 
dat lay to the north north-weſt, of the anchorage, 
near the ſpot where our, water had been procured. 
The flream which-ſfarpiſhed it ſhemed;itſclf only 


traces of a torrent, and: from: time to time along 
thoſe traces; ſome cavities filled with. water, which, 
filtering through the ſands, ran and ſwelled the 
little rivulet of. the watering-place. - After an 


bour's walk along its banks, we faw it form a 


of a calcaręous rock in which we femarked vali 


- caverns! that ſerved as a retreat to hangs bats of 


the ſpecies. called wg/per/ilio nu. Th 
A few! wild enn in 
"thels piace | 
'X es afloniſbed that at «(time 3 
ret's Harbour was inundated by continual rains, 
weſaw only the traces of the torrent, and no water 


'S 3 hod.; but it ſcemadts m1o-thet the rains dic 


* n 
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not 8 ta fill it: of this 
it was caſy to be convinced by the ſerenity of the 

ſky towards the ſouth-weſt, while the rain was 
falling without intermiſſion at the anchorage. 
_ Carteret's Harbour forms a ſort of baſm here 
the clouds charged with water, after having 
cleared the high mountains of New Ireland, en- 
perience a calm which prevents the air from ſup- 
_ porting; them; thence reſult abundant rain, 
which muſt Calf quite * N 
. % an 11 

Among the Ae e which tr BY the 
* ſhade of the onda, 1 regueked-[-verdl-ſpoties of 
_Procrit; :95 a8 Davy att. - 

Beſides eee of which I b 
Spoken, nature has likewiſe given to tte inbabit- 
ants of Ne, Ireland tho ſpeeles of pepper · tree 
known to botaniſts under the name of piper 
cubobs;) IL ſaw! ity throughout 2 very extenſive 


| | ſpace, adorning all the thanks of be large tree; 


Our boat was ſent a fiſhing about a myria 
meter to the ſouth-eaſt on the c of New Ire: 
land. I there ſaw a few- huts newly conſtructed 

vic much art by the favages: tho had not} fot 

their meal, contented themſelves with the roaſted 
trait of the cycas giccinalir: we fill perceived = 


quite cloſe to theſe habitations, e ofthe 12 75 


© , hell-fiſh which they bad aten. : 
| | The Admiral had come to Carter's Hrbour Rt 
me.” „ in 
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thei} the intention of ſtaying here at least a ſorts 
night; but the heavy rains determined him to 
f eee Fe much ſoone.. 
The greateſt . 
ing the neceſſary ſupply of wood and water; 
and og eee eee 
preparation for failing. 
4 ee eee 
Harbour was very good, and had been procured 


with much facility. It was caſy to convey it into 
. the launch, by means of wooden troughs: the 


billy trouble attending this * it 2 28 
w meter below the trough. | 
The wood was cut on 8 Iſland, and 
the conveyance. of it was lets difficult, as the 
boat could come to the very edge of the ſhore. 
It may not be-, improper to retark, that the 
wood which we took in at Carteret's Harbour, 
filled our ſhip with a prodigious quantity of ſcor- 
- pions; and a great number of ſcolopendræ of the 
ſpecies called _/colopendra mor ſitans. r in- 
ſects were extremely troubleſome to uus. 
5 The tents of the obſervatory. had been erected 
to no purpoſe on Cocoa · nut Iſland, the conti- 
nal rains not having allowed the aſtronomers to 
make one fingle obſervation :.it is difficult to form 
an illea of the vaſt quantity of rain that ſell; it 
was a torrent, A POR 2 00 without i in» 
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The thermometer, obſerved at noon alas 
the whole time we lay here, varied from 199 to 
21®, and the barometer varied only from 28 
inches 1% lines, to 28 inches 1. lines. 

The latitude of our -anchoring-place. was de- 
termined at 4* 48“ 10” Rhein longitude. at 
159% 25" 40" eaſt. eg ö 

This harbour afforded 1 us no . refreſhments; 
nor did our fiſhermen meet with any ſucceſß. 

The tides were ſelt but , and roſe 
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Dipartire fats Carteret's e — The Bye. 
rance Her an anchor at the mouth of this har- 


" bour.—Paſſage through St. George's Channel.— 
"We get fight of tht Portland Handi. Various 
interviews with the inhabitants of the Admiralty 
TI/tands.—Their wwhimfical coftume.—Deſpoti/m 

of the chiefs —Canoes.— Aftomſhmg rapidit} of 

their ſailing. —We' make the Hermits Ilands.— 
Their mhabitants—W: get fight of the Echi- 
quier.— Me diſcover a new Iſland. — A water- 
ſpout —We make New Guinea.—Paſſage through 
Pitt's Strait. Singular effects of the tides — 


 Ravages of the ſeurvy—We anchor at Amboyna. 


On the 24th of July we got under weigh from 
. Carteret's Harbour, about eleven o clock in the 
morning, and we availed ourſelves of a light 
breeze from the ſouth-eaſt, in order to fail out by 
the opening to the north-weſt, between Cocoa- 
nut Iſland and New Ireland. 
The currents carried us to the weſt 8 
and at noon we were already a myriameter ta 
the weſt ſouth- weſt of our * 


— 
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be Eiperance did not weigh her anchor 
quickly enough to take advantage of the breeze: 
it ſell calm almoſt as ſoon as ſhe had loofed her 
ſails, and the currents drifted her towards the 
breakers that lie on the ſtarboard hand, in going 
oat-of the harbour: ſhe was therefore obliged to 
drop an anchor, and wait for a wind to b. 
hor from this dangerous ſituation. 5 

We hove to, in hopes that ere long ſhe 00 
join us; but it was half paſt four o' clock before 
me eame up with our ip. Her /captain then 
informed us, that they had like to have been %; 
loft at the mouth of the harbour we had juſt 
quitted, Forced by the currents to anchor on a 
bottom of coral, the cable had been cut by the 
rocks, at the moment when there ſprang up, 
from the ſouth-eaſt, the light breeze which: car- 
ried them elear of the reefs. They had come too 
near them to let go a'ſeeond anchor to any pur- 
poſe ; however, the Bſperance got off, with the 
loſs -of ati anchor and abvut eight fathots of 
eable. 

Our ſituation enabled us to aſrertaln, that St. 
George's Channel is not more than ſrom ſtæ to 
ſeven myriameters in breadth at its ſouthern ex- 
tremity. It appears that the globmineſs of the 
weather had led Carteret into an error, when he 
ſtippoſed that its extent was almoſt twice as 
much. 


N We 
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We lay to during the night, and the currents 
carried us into St. George's Channel, with fo 
much «apidity as to occaſion us to drift at the 
rate of upwards of a demi-myriameter an hour. 
About one o'clock in the morning of the 25th, 
the Iſle of Man bore weſt louth-welt, at the diſ- 
tance of a demi-myriameter. 

A thick fog concealed from us, 4 the 
whole day, the high mountains of New Ireland ; 
only a few of the ſummits ſhewed themſelves 
from time to time, and we ſaw towards the cen- 
tre of the Iſland ſome mountains, two, thouſand 
meters in perpendicular elevation. Large trees 

were diſtinguiſhable on the moſt lofty brows. 

At four o clock in the afternoon we brought to, 
in order to reconnoitre Sandwich Iſland the next 
day; but the currents drifted us during the 


night with ſo much rapidity, that at daybreak 


on the 26th we were greatly aſtoniſhed to 
find ourſelves within about four hundred meters 
of this iſland. The people fiationed to look out 
were probably aſleep, for they did not apprize us 
that the currents were ſetting us -on this coaſt, 
which, although at ſo ſhort a diſtance, fortu- 
nately preſented no ſort of danger. 

Sandwich Iſland is not very high tude like 
New Ireland, it is clothed with trees; a few old 
trunks, after having loſt part of their branches, 


were ſeen ſcattered here and there on the hillocks. 
75 . 
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Being covered with lianes or paraſitical Nine 
they reſembled ſo many columns ornamented 
with garlands, and added much to the pictu- 
reſqus aſpect of this charming iſandde. 

New Ireland, which is oppoſite to Sandwich - 
Iſland, offers alſo to the view lands of no great 
| elevation. I there obſerved; riſing from the 

middle of a vaſt plain; a ſew hills, of from four to 
five hundred meters in perpendicular height. 

Sandwich Iſland is terminated to the north-eaſt 
by ſeveral-points which form ſo many hummocks, 
ſtretching out into the ſea: of theſe we diſtin- 
guiſhed five principal ones; one of them has to- 
wards its baſe a mountain in the form of a peak, 
and this is the moſt elevated ſpot in the whole 
iſland, although it is not more than from four to 
five hundred meters in perpendicular elevation: 
it is conſequently not near ſo high as Carteret 
mentions. The clearneſs of the weather, and 
the ſhort diſtance at which we were from thig 
little mountain, AE us to judge "of is 
height. 

A few huts, under the tier the Gann 
cocoa-palms, made us hope for an interview 
with the inhabitants of Sandwich Iſland; but it 
was no doubt too early in the morning for theſe 
ſavages to come and pay us a tons Oe" ſaw 
not one of them 2 * 


0 | The 


15 teen theſe two iſlands was barred by reefs. 
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Farm. point of this i ſtand is in lati- 
tude a 69 26 4onth, and; longitude 48 29 

15“ daſt, It is three myriameters in its greateſt 

length from caſt ſouth-eaſt to weſt north-weſt. 
- - Weremarked off its welken an Mut, which 

Carteret had not pereei ver. 
Ten days had now elapſed without our having 
been able to get a meridian obſorvation; but on 
the 26th of July we obſerved at noon, in the la- 
titude of 2 go 29” ſouth, our longitude being 
148” 16'.50/ eaſt; which enabled us to determine 
the poſition of the north and the weſternmoſt 
point of New Ireland, at 2 4% 307 ſouth lati- 
tude, and 449 / 30% eaſt longitude. The 
darkneſs of the weather had decerved: Carteret, 
who had laid it down two 64 eee ee 
the northw ace. 

About ſour dickeck-4 in the 1 were 

at the dliſtance of three kilometers from a 
great number of iſtots, ſituated at the mouth of 
the channel which ſeparates New Ireland from 
New Hanover, and we ſaw that the paſſage be- 


New Ireland is terminated by ſome low lands. 
Now Hanover cchibite, towatds the notth- 
weſt, a flat country, while its centre is occupied 
by ſome very high mountains, W 
— nn. * 
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On the morning of the 27th we got fight of 
the Portland Iſtands, along which we. ranged 
very cloſe. They form a group compoſed. of ſe- 
ven iflots, which occupy a ſpace of a-myriameter 
and a half in extent, in a direction from caſt 
to. weſt. They are very flat, covered with 
large trees, and, to all appearance, are con? 
nected with each other by reefs and ſand-banks.; - 
. - Theſe iflots are in the latitude of 27 g9* 44 

ſouth, and longitude of 247 15' eaſt. - 

On the 28th we continued to direc our courſa 
towards the Admiralty Iſlands, where Commo- 
dore Hunter, according to the. account of two 
French Captains, had thought that he perceived 
ſome veſliges of La Perquſe's unfortunate expe- - 
dition; and we ſtood to the ſautherrimoſt iſland 
of this little Archipelago. Like the greater part 
of the iſlands in the South Sea, this is guarded 
by-reefs, at no great diſtance from the ſhore, - | 

Although we were only two kilometers from 
| the-land, ye found no bottom N 40h 

ſathoms. | 

We there ſaw to the @uth-calt a few cahoes 
going along between the reefs, but not one ap- 
peared. inclined to clear them to come out to us. 
We alſo diſtinguiſhed ſome groups of ſavages 
_ Rtanding on the moſt prominent points of the 
coaſt, in order to enjoy better the fight which 
our ſhips alfonded them. | | 


A large 
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A large tree, drifted on the breakers, was at firſt 
taken by ſome of us for part of the wreck of a 
ſhip; but the branches and the roots, which we 
diſtinctly perceived, left no doubt of its being a 
tree, detached from the coaſt. 

The Admiral ſent an officer on board of the 
- Efperanoe, in order to concert with her Captain, 
reſpecting the reſearches which it was incumbent 
on us to make at the Admiralty Iſlands, in con- 
ſequence of the information that had been tranſ- 
mitted to us at the Cape of Good Hope. 
Night came on; we ſpent it in making ſhort 
boards, in order to told our own an the 


; currents, 


The next morning, the oth; ene Huon 
ute on the Admiral. It was decided that we 
ſhould go and viſit the iſland that was in fight, 
to the eaſt north-eaſt of that which we had juſt 
. coaſted; In fact, according to one of the depo- 
fitions which had been tranſmitted to the com- 
mander of the expedition, it was at the eaſtern- 
moſt iſland that the ſavages clothed in the 
uniform of the Freneh navy had been ſeen. 
About the middle of the day we were at the dif- 
tance of a myriameter from this iſland, when we 
ſaw ſome natives advancing towards the fea- 
ſhore. A few huts were diſtinguiſhable through 
the cocoa-nut trees. Other iſlanders preſently 
made their appearance on the ſouth-eaſt point; 
| and 
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and their number increaſed as we advanced to- 
wards them. Several canoes were hauled up 
on the ſands, and we hoped; to ſee ſome of 
them launched into the water, in order to come 
off to us; but the natives made no diſpoſitions 
for approaching. As the Admiral wiſhed to 

have an interview with them, we ſtood on, and 
brought to under the lee of the iſland, where we 
found but very poor ſhelter, for it is of little ex- 
tent. The ſavages appeared in crowds : ſome - 
ran along the beach, while others, with their 
eyes fixed on our ſhips; invited us by figns to 
come on ſhore: their ſhouts were the expreſſions 
of joy. A few of them launched a canoe; they 

hefitated for ſome time about..coming towards 

our ſhip; but as the Eſperance! was more to 

windward, they ſteered towards her. This little 
canoe had an outrigger, and carried ſeven na- 
tives, who returned on ſhore immediately. 

At half paſt one o'clock | we brought to, 
and a boat was diſpatched from each ſhip with 
different articles, which were to be diſtributed 
to the inhabitants of this ſmall iſland. _ While 
theſe. boats were approaching it as near as they 
poſſibly could, the ſhips kept within reach to pro- 
tect them, in caſe of an attack on the part of the 
ſavages; for the treachery of the inhabitants ofthe 
ſouthernmoſt of the Admiralty Iſlands, towards 
Carteret, left us ſome uneafineſs reſpecling the 
ts : intentions 
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intentions of theſe. This navigator informs us, 
that the ſavages twice attacked him with their 
arrows, notwithſtanding all the marks of friend- 
ſhip he had laviſhed on them, when, in Septem- 
ber 1767, he explored the ſouthern part of this 
Archipelago *. | 

We obſerved that this iſland was cultivated to 
its very ſummit. Different plots of ground, en- 
cloſed by paliſades, made us think that the right 
of landed property is not unknown to its inha- 
bitants. The whole of the iſland preſents the 
form of a ſmall and tolerably round moun- 
ain, the foot of which is adorned with fine 
plantations of cocoa-palms, while the elevated 
fpots ſeemed appropriated to the culture of va- 
rious roots, which alſo ſerve for the ent 
of the inhabitants. 

The boats having gone within a hundred me- 
ters of the coaſt, found no bottom with thirty- 
three fathoms of line; the reefs by which it is 
guarded, ONLY them from e it 
any nearer. 

A great number of the natives advanced on 
that fide; we already faw upwards of a hundred 
and fifty employing all forts of means to perſuade 
us to ld on their iflagdy bat the reefs wow 


PINOY Colleen of re, uo ellas, vol. l. 
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an obftacle which we could nat overcome. ''Fheſ® | 
iflanders having. thrown us a few cocoa-nuts, | 
their aſtoniſtiment was ſucceeded by the moſt 
lively joy, on ſeeing PEI ranks” io Al Ang | 
them by means of a hatehbet. 

A ſavage, diſtinguiſhed from. the others- by 2 
double ro of ſmall ſhells with which his fore- 
head was ornamented, appeared to enjoy # great 
deal of authority. He ordered one of the na- 
tives to jump into the water; and bring us ſome 
cocoa- nuts. The fear of ſwimming out unarmed 
+ to. perſons with whoſe intentions he was wholly 
unacquainted, made this-iflander heſitate a mo- 
ment; but the chief, little acewftomicd; no doubt, 
to meet with any roſiſtanee to his will, did not 
allow him time to reflect; he very eloſely fol- 
lowed up his orders by ſome blews on the belly; 
whieh he himſelf gave the man, who was obliged 
inſlantly to obey. We did not expect to ſte any 
one treated in this manner in the midſt of a 
tribe · that had ſeemed to us ſo nearly bordering 
upon a ſtate of nature. In order to conſole the 
poor feilow, there were given to him à few” bits 
of red cloth, ſume nails, and a kniſe, which he 
received withi the greateſt joy. As ſbon as he 
had landed, cutioſity aſſembled all the others 
wund him; every one would have à ſhare of 
our preſents: ſome canoes were immediately 
launched; a great many other natives ſwam off 

to 
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0 our boats, and, in a ſhort time, they were 
ſurrounded by a vaſt concourfe. We were aſto- 
niſhed that the violence of the ſurf, and that of 
the ſea daſhing againſt the breakers, had not 
prevented them from leaving the iſland: | ; 
Another chief, -who Was diſtinguiſhed by the 
| anne as were worn by him I have be- 

fore mentioned, was alſo diſtinguiſhed by the 
blos which he dealt out with his ſtick to ſeveral 
e enen he gave his orders. 
Ibeſe iſlanders, who: teſtified the greateſt joy 
at the fight of our nails, and, above all, of our 
hatchets, had ſome difficulty in conceiving the 
full value of our knives. At firſt. they required 
that they ſhould be ſhut before they accepted 
them; but their fears were very ſoon. baniſhed, 
and they then received them as well open as 
ſhut. We got from theſe inhabitants a few darts 
armed with a piece of volcanic ſtone cut to a 
point, and very ſharp: at the edges. They alſo 
gave us ſome combs with three teeth ſtanding 
very wide apart, ſome heavy bracelets cut out of 
a large ſhell, and other bracelets formed of little 
whelks ſtrung on a cord, the irengffs of which 
was equal to that of our beſt denple 55 

Theſe ſavages frequently repeated the es 
copelle, in aſking” for our articles of traffic. It 
De to God: 5 11 7 2 this name to 


iron, 
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irdn, which they preferred n 
we could offer them. 


Like the natives of Bouka, they repiaated with 
much worde gene the French AG GA they 
| One ef their r 
fea againſt our barge, received ſome damage; 
but inſtantly a man belonging to our boat, 
held the canoe, to prevent her from receiving a 
ſecond ſtroke; when one of the chiefs, miſtaking 
his intentions, cautioned the paddlers to be on 
their guard, and moſt of them precipitately 
abandoned her, jumping overboard, to . ſwim 
on ſhore to the iſland: they were almoſt im- 
mediately undeceived, and confidence was re- 
eſtabliſned. 

The women kept apart at a fall anne) 
under the cocoa · nut trees; their whole 2 

confiſted of a piece of mat round the walſt. 
| lids Vers e e e 
Fg fwam off, holdihg up the cocoa-nuts which 
they brought, others ſeemed attracted by mere 
curioſity; but it was very ſoon perceived, that 
curiofity was not their only motive, as they exerted 
all their dexterity to get poſſeſſion of our pro- 
perty. Impunity augmented their audaciouſneſs; 
and when they miſſed their aim, they were not 
diſcouraged, but preſently made a freſh attempt 
on ſome other article. 

One of theſe thieves had juſt lid hold of a 

YOL. I. 12 _ 7 
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knife; but he was caught in the fact, and pre- 
vented from carrying it off: his want of ſucceſs 
was not ſufficient to make him renounce his en- 
terpriſe;; nor was he a loſer hy having been dila- 
tory. A flag, in which red was the predominant 
colour, attracted his attention; he ſound means 
to get poſſeſſion of it, and he was not diſcovered 
till he was already a good way from the boat, 
and near landing on the iſlanlc. 

A looking-glaſs having been given to one of 
theſe ſavages, he viewed himſelf in it with ſur- 
priſe, and very ſhortly broke it, hoping, no 
doubt, to find again in the plate the form of the 
objects which he had juſt: perceived. 

- Theſe iſlanders have not a very black ſkin: 
their countenance is agreeable, and differs little 
from that of the Europeans, Born under a fine 
ky in a fertile iſland, they ſeem happy, if a 
judgment may be formed from the air of ſatiſ- 
faction which was painted in all their features ; 
they have curly hair, and are, doubtleſs, in the 
habit of leaving no hair on any part of the-body 
but the bead. It appears that the volcanic 
ſtone, with which they arm their arrows, ſerves 
them alſo to ſhave with; for, ſeeing one of our 
boat's crew! wbo. wore whiſkers, they made ſigus 
to him to cut them off with this ſort of agate. 
The boats were ordered to return at four 


clock. . Their n ſeemed aby to af- 
ſeot 


4 
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fect the natives, who redoubled their entreaties 
to make us land on their iſland. All the women 
then advanced as far as the beach, and joined 
their invitatiohs to thoſe of the men: they were, 
no doubt, greatly aſtoniſhed at not having better 
ſuceeſs; but the orders were given, and our boats 
could not defer; their departure. e. 
It was with regret that, we ed the. 
"view at the moment when they were launch 
ing into the water ſeveral canoes: loaded with 
cocoa - nuts, which they were bringing us. The. 
delicious juice of theſe fruits would have been of 
the greateſt utility for ſtopping the progreſs of 
the ſcurvy, which was already beginning to make 
ravages on board of our two ſhips: had our 
boats been allowed to wait a few migatcs, we. 
ſhould have procared a great number.. | 
The pleaſure with which, theſe iNanders re. 
ceived nails and other artieles of iron, and the 
eagerneſs which they diſplayed. to obtain them, 
proved to us that they were acquainted with this 
- Theſe people ſhewed at firſt every appearance 
of honeſty; but they were not long in betraying 
their inclination for theft, as ſoon as they were 
almoſt certain of committing it with impunity. 
We bad occafion to remark, that the oldeſt. of 
them were the moſt daring thieves.” ; 
This little iNand, which is nearly of a circular 


T 2 form, 
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form, and about a demi-myriameter in length, 
is in latitude 2% 18” fouth, and longitude 145% 46' 
caſt. It is extremely well peopled, for we ſaw 
there near three hundred inhabitants. | 
The - whitiſh appearance of ſeveral Pos in 
the iſland where ſome earth had ſallen in and diſ- 
covered the ſoil, made me think that its baſe is 
of # calcareous: ——— . _ of the 


iflands of the South Sea. Mam 911.42 
Ag ſo0n as by — boats were hoffed in we eee 
eaſt by north will * 


be next 40 the mw we EO WIR 
ward of the Adwiralty Iſlands. We there ſaw a 
mountainbus and pretty extenſive iſland occupy- 
ing the centre of this group, the outlines of which 
ate formed of à great number of flat lots, which 
ſeem to have reoently emerged from the boſom of 
the deep. They are almoſt all Unked to ch 
other by reefs ind fand-banks) :e 

At ſunſet we were a gre d d melt e 
the north-eaſt of [the iſlots neareſt 2 omg 
cipal iſland. 

On the 431; as ſoot as the day beoks;”” we 
Acered weft ſouth- weſt, to draw in with the land. 

Ini the diftatice were ſeen ſome canoes, which 
by the tauntneſs of their maſs” and the ſpread 
of their ſails appeared o be much i * n 
they really were. oY 8 
We were under the les of the Hans "Pp a 
lar r very 
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very extenſive cove ſormed by their ſhores, and 
we kept at about three kilometers from the coaſt. 
We ſounded ſeveral times with a line of fixty- 
eight fathoms without finding bottom. . 
We perceived a great many cocoa-palms on 
moſt of the iſlots. A vaſt concourſe of natives 
had come down to the ſhore, and ſome advanced 
as far as the adjacent reefs. The iſlots where we 
remarked no cocoa- nut trees ſeemed to be unin; 
habited, os, we did not ſee on them à fingle 
perſon. 
Several canoes were launched, a PIR many 
were till on the beach, and fix which had juſt 
Ft their ſails directed their courſe towards us. 
We immediately brought to, in order to wait for 
them: ſome were conducted by ſeven men, and 
others by nine. Having got within the diſtance 
of fix hundred meters of our ſhip, theſe ſavages 
took in their fail, and made uſe of their paddles, 
to come ſill nearer to us. Each canoe was under 
the orders of a chief, who, from the middle of a 
platform on which he fiood up, directed all its 
movements. As ſoon as theſe canoes had ad- 
vanced abaut three hundred meters by paddling, 
they ſtopped, and from this diſtance one of theſe 
_ chiefs raiſed his voice and made a ſpeech to us: | 
bis eloquence was quite loſt ; but the ſigns which 
he made left us no doubt that he was inviting us 
39. come on ſhore, The paddlers, cas were 
i. not 
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not allowed to ſpeak, but they joined their figns 
of invitation to thoſe of their chief. 
We endeavoured on our fide to prevail on 
them to come nearer to our ſhips. They could 
not reſiſt the fight of ſome! large pieces .of red 
cloth, and after having appeared to hold a coun- 
.cil, they advanced a little. 

Some of the officers; imagining that the ſound 
of the bell would be agreeable to them, the bells 
of both ſhips were immediately ſet a going; but, 
as ſeveral perſons had foreſeen, this noiſe, inſtead 
of attracting the ſavages, made them take to 
flight: however, various flags which we waved 
about, and a few tunes which our fiddler played, 
determined them to come back towards us. 

In hopes that preſents might gain their confi- 
dence, we had juſt thrown to them an empty bottle, 
and we fully expected that they would lay hold 
of it as ſoon as it was near them, but they doubt- 
Teſs conſidered it as a fatal gitt, for nee at 
it only to get out of its way. 

Some nails and knives faſtened on a plank 
which was lowered down to them, gave riſe to 
ſhouts of joy, when the ſavage who untied them 
held them up to the reſt: theſe natives en 
know the uſe of iron. 

None had yet ventured to touch the bottle: but | 
the preſents which they had now received gained 
us their confidence, and one of them went and 

took 
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doo poſſeſſion of it, after having, with a piece of 


volcanic ſtone, cut RO to which it was en 
ſaſt. 

Theſe natives now made no difficulty in ap- 
proaching quite cloſe to our ſhip, without, hows 
ever, conſenting to come on. board. By degrees 
the number of the canoes increaſed; and traffic 
was carried on with all poſſible fairneſs: we 
even ſaw ſeveral of theſe ſavages, Who, having 
been puſhed off from our ſhip by the great crowd 
of canoes, before they had been able to pay for 
the article which they had purchaſed, made every 
effort to bring back its equivalent, They aſſi- 
duouſly ſought for the perſon to whom they were 
indebted, and ſome returned even at the expira- 
tion of half an hour, and delivered the value of 
the goods they had received.  ” 

A very remarkable fingularity is the uſe to 
which they apply the ſhell deſignated: by the 
name of bulla ovum (ſee Plate III.). They each 
had one ſuſpended at the extremity of the penis : 
ſor this purpoſe they had made an opening above 
the -moſt inflated part of this ſhell, in order to 
lodge in it the glans : ſo whimſical an appendage 
diverted our people exceedingly, Theſe natives 
made great difficulties in parting with this orna- 
ment, on which they ſeemed to ſet a great value: 
in truth, its dazzling whiteneſs. formed a very 
oF with the blackneſs of their ſkin. 


canton T 4 I cannot, 
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I cannot, however, affirm, that ideas of ſhame 
had no ſhare in their adopting this fantaſtical de- 
coration ; for when they detached this ſhell to ſell 
it to us, they failed not to turn about and cover 


I their genitals, by letting down their girdle ; but 


thoſe who wore no girdle, having nothing where. 
with to conceal their parts, took off their ſhell with- 
out any ceremony. Theſe people, very different 
from many other inhabitants of the South Sea, 
Jeave the prepuce all the extent which it has 
received from Nature. It was eaſy to ſee that the 
compreſſion of the ſhell on the upper part of the 
prepuee, frequently cauſes on it a very conſpicu- 
ous tumour : this tumour is ſometimes of a white 
colour, the reticular texture of the ſkin having 
been deſtroyed in conſequence of an inflammation 
occaſioned by the compreſſion. It ſhould ſeem 
that it is neceſſary to have attained: a certain age 
to wear. this ſhell, far wren we faw 
was the only perſon who wore none. vet 
The great number of canoes „ 
ſurrounded prevented ſeveral from coming near 
our ſhip ; but ſome of the paddlers jumped over- 
board and ſwam to bring us their articles of traf- 
fic. Theſe iſlanders preferred bits of iron, what- 
ever might be their ſhape, to every thing that we 
could offer them; they ſo well diſtinguiſhed this 
metal from every other ſubſtance, that even the 
92 * ren them from recogniſing it. 
| 1 imagined 


\ 
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I imagined that habit would have rendered 
theſe ſavages excellent ſwimmers; but their mo- 
tions are too precipitate, and differ only in that 
reſpect from thoſe of our good European ſwim» 
mers. They muſt, however, have made no great 
efforts to ſupport themſelves in the water, for 
part of their head was ſunk in it, ſo that they 
were obliged to keep their mouths ſhut : ſeveral 
ſupported themſelves by the motion of their 
feet alone, while they were faſtening to the endl 
of our lines their articles of exchange. 

. If we may judge of the diſpoſition of theſe in- 
habitants by their conduct towards us, their man- 
ners are extremely mild; an air of good nature 
was depicted in their features. Far different from 
4he ſavages of the little iſland which we had vi- 
fited two days before, they gave us marks of the 
ſtricteſt probity. It is aſtoniſhing to meet with 
fo much difference. in the manners of ſavages at 
ſuch a ſhart diſtance from each other, and who 
are equally bordering on a ſtate of nature. Their 
oppoſite behaviour towards us, proceeded; per- 
haps, from the inhabitants of the little iſland 
having had to deal only with boats, while the latter 
trafficked-with ſhips, which kept them in awe. 
I The chiefs of each canoe generally made the 
doe tie up the articles which they received 
ſftom us. We ſaw with much concern that 
they ſometimes employed force ta get from them 
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dur preſents. One of the paddlers had juſt re- 
ceived'a ſmall piece of red ſerge, and he was fo 
tenacious of his bargain - that he would not part 
with it to one of the chiefs, till the latter had 
compelled him to do fo by giving him a found 
Reeg. 

At the ſame moment, in another canoe, one of 
theſe iſlanders was treated by a chief in a manner 
equally harſh, becauſe the poor fellow, being in- 
tent in gazing at our ſhips, neglected to bale out 
the water which the canoe was ſhipping. 

The ſavages who jumped overboard to come 
and exchange their goods for ours, formed a com- 
petition which, ere long, excited the jealouſy of 
thoſe whoſe canoes were near the ſhip: the latter 
took the greateſt care to preſerve their place; they 
trĩed to keep off the ſwimmers, and did not permit 
them to reſt themſelves on their canoes : the 
former being obliged to ſwim continually to bring 
us their articles of exchange, gave a great appear- 
ance of buſtle to this ſingular place of traffic. 

Thbeſe natives, like thoſe we had ſeen two days 
before, breads our hom much — — our 
Knives. 4 2 rund 

Several held in” their hands ealchaſhes' F are. 
ferent ſhapes, filled with lime, reduced to a very 
fine powder; others preſerved their lime in joints 
of bamboo: one of them, who had a ſpoon in the 


form, of a ſpatula, Alted it with Tine, fd holding 
a it 
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it up to us, doubtleſs with an intention of extol- 
ling its good qualities, made great motions with 
bis mouth, at the ſame time ſwelling out his 
cheeks prodigiouſly, and ſeemed to wiſſe to per- 
ſuade us that this lime ens why e 
n- r IT 

Another chief bad a ſmall bundle of the! 3 
of the pepper-tree called piper.friboa, Linn. They 
probably chew it with the caſhew - nut, for we did 
not ſee in their mouth any of the traces which 
accompany the maſtication of -betel. Beſides, 
we remarked theſe articles of luxury only in the 
r | 
fively reſerved,” © 

A ſew of theſe ſavages wore e out 
ofi large ſhells, among which 1 recogniſed ſome 
ſea-ears ſmooth in the middle and on the margins. 

The greater part had their ears bored, and 
different ſhells faſtened to them; it is the inferior. 
lohe of the ear, which, after having pierced it, they 
are in the habit of diſtending ſo prodigiouſly, 
that it hangs down lower than the ſhoulder; as 
may be ſeen in Plate III. It appears that it is 
by means of elaſtic rings introduced into theſe 
holes that they produce ſo great a diſtenſion. 
The boy of whom 1 nnen 
of thoſe rings in his ears. 6 
Their hair is curly and of a black . they 
redden it frequently with ochre mixed with oil; 

1 | occaſionally 
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odeaſionally they turn it up with a binder made of 
the bark of trees. Their ſkin, which is of alight 
black, is ſometimes painted with red in different 
parts of the body, and eſpecially the. face. 
We ſaw in their poſſeſſion neither deen nor 
clubs, but only ſome darts from a meter and a 
half to two meters long. (Cee Plate AXXP11. 
Hg. 25% The volcanic ſtune with which theſe 
were armed was ſharp on each edge, and its whole 
length was three fourths of a deeimeter: this agate 
was fixed at one of the ends of-the dart, where it 
was faſtened by means of a REY with a 
ſpecies of maſtic. Wit 02 tid 

This weapon muſt be . W peo- 
ple who wear no clothing. Ther ſkin being 
eonftantly naked, muſt, particularly in the parts 
where it is a little diſtended, ne n 
2 — Len Neef u. 

Perhaps this volcanie ſtone i is unt very common 
ut the: Admiralty Iſlands, for theſe ſavages had 
alſo other 1 Wg hey of, prog 
in heu of agate. © 

Several had in the Gptumcf th « hole 
den through which they had paſſed a firing, 
at the extremities of which were ſuſpended ſome 
eys-teeth; twice as long as thoſe of a man, One 
of the ſavages who wore this ornament wiſhed to 
Uiſpoſe 6f it: a chief, in cutting with à piece of 


er e e to which it was 
hanging, 


a P.M 
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hanging. had the awkWardheſs to wound the na- 
tive that was decorated witty this appendage. 

An order which the Admiral had juſt giren 
had prodigiouſly deadened the traffic; and yet 
theſe natives had ll a great many things of 
which they withed to diſpuſe. One of the chiefs 
amuſed us exceedingly with his calebaffi filled 
with lime, all the properties of which he ſeemed 
to point out to us with no ſmall degree of often- 
tution, expecting, vo doubt, to turn it to a better 
account. Mt would have been no eaſy matter to 
imitate, with more addreſs chat he did, the gef- 
tures of our-moſt attractive venders of ſpecifics.” / 
We did not ſee in the poſſeſſion of theſe 
| iſlanders any effocis which had belonged to Eu- 
ropeans. | As our people had almoſt done pur- 
| chaſing, they quitted us to go'towards the Eſpẽ-· 
trance, carrying hed them the remainder of __ 
 commodities.---/ an 
Their canoes, which are made of ke 1 trunk of 
z tree hollowed out, and its fides raiſed with 
+ planks; are not more than two thirds of a meter 
in their extreme breadth, by ten meters in length: 
planks placed acroſs internally, ſupport their ſides, 

'arid- ſotm ſo many partitions, at the bottom of 
which eee extremities of he 

TYRES 

TFheſe canoes have an contacts about f four me- 
eee extends laterally nearly the 

510 fame 
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ſame diſtance. On the oppoſite fide is another 
outrigger, which does not dip into the water, 
and which is two meters and a half in length: 
it ſerves to ſteady. the ſail ; the chief fits on-it 
ſometimes, but he moſt commonly remains on a 
platform: made like a grating, which covers the 
whole extent of the upper part of the outrigger. 
The fail is made of matting, and has the re- 
gular ſhape of a ſquare, the ſides of which are 
four meters in length: two cylindrical ſpars of 
the ſame dimenſions, and by which it is bor- 
dered on the two oppoſite fides, ſupply the place 
olf a yard. When this ſail is trimmed for going 
on a wind, one of its diagonals is always fitu- 
ated vertically, and one of its angles extends up- 
'wards of a meter beyond the height-of the maſt, 
which is fix meters long. The wind operates 
powerfully on ſo- taunt a ſail,” and gives to theſe 
canoes an impulſe, which makes them divide _ 
water with aftoniſhing rapidity. ; 
Sometimes theſe ſavages, whe vel wiſh to 
go ſlowly, do not make uſe of their maſts; they 
then raiſe to the height of about a meter and a 
half, in a horizontal poſition, one of the ſides of 
their ſail, while the remainder: is ſtowed on the 


_ canoe; but, in this manner, they can fail ny 


before the wind. 5 
Their paddles are very broad in the blade, 
and have a handle about two meters long. They 
| ; uſe 
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uſe them as our ſailors do their oars: the paddle 
acts as a lever of the ſecond claſs, the fulcrum 
of which is the gunnel of the canoe. A ſavage 
placed near the fiern ſteers with his paddle. 
Aſter having remained lying to till half paſt 
ten o clock in the morning, we continued to ſol- 
low the coaſt, which, in its direction towards 
the, weſt, is conſtantly bordered by iſlots con- 
nected to each other by reefs. We remarked 
beyond theſe reefs ſeveral places for, catching 
fiſh, made with ſtakes fixed in the water at a 
certain diſtance from the beach; they reſembled 
thoſe which we afterwards Jaw at the. Moluccas. 
As ſoon as we had filled, the canoes made fail 
in order to accompany us. We admired the ce- 
lerity with which this flotilla ſkimmed along the 
water. Although it blew pretty freſh, theſe little 
veſſels greatly outſailed our ſhips. 
Quite cloſe to a fiſhing-place, much larger 
than thoſe we had juſt ſeen, were ſeventeen ca- 
noes, which immediately began to paddle to- 
wards us. We brought to, in order to wait for 
them ; but as, notwithſtanding our invitations, 
they kept at the diſtance of a kilometer from, the 
ſhip, we made ſail again, fteering weſt by ſouth. 
At the cloſe of the day two canoes put off 
from the coaſt, and directed their courſe towards 
us. It was dark when they got within hail. One 


of the e eee pk e 
| loud 
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loud tone. It may be proper to remark, that all 


theſe natives have a very ſhrill voice. As it was 
almoſt calm; we endeavoured to attract them to 
our ſhip; but they would not venture to ap- 
proach near enough to receive our preſents. 

It was imagined by ſome of our officers, that 
a ſky. rocket would afford them a' great deal of 
pleaſure ; but it was quite the reverſe : this ſight 
' ſerved only to frighten them, and _ made off 

with precipitation. 

Notwithſtanding the darkneſs of the night, 
theſe two_canoes returned, taking advantage of 
our top-light. We ſent them a few articles of 
hardware, faſtened to a plank, on which was 
fixed a lighted candle. This light, which we 
were viſibly leaving, fixed their whole attention; 
but they durſt not approach within three or four 
hundred meters of it, and they kept away from 
our ſhip. We were highly amuſed at hearing 
the two chiefs for a long time addreſſing their 
diſcourſe to the candle. They ſpoke with much 
warmth, thinking, no doubt; that ſome of us 
were coming towards them with this light. Pro- 
bably wearied out by a filence which formed fo 
ſingular a contraſt to their loquacity, they ſet 
off, at the expiration of two hours, towards their 
iſland. Daring all this time we had obferved 
fires lighted on the ſhore, perhaps to indicate to 
theſe canoes the place where they were to land: 

e 


4 
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we -conticed: lying to ducing. the whole: 


5 The went day, the tt of Augüſt, ede iber 


weſtern extremity of this little Archipelago, which 
is about nine myriameters in extent from eaſt 
to weſt. The weſternmoſt iſlot is in latitude 
217 36“ ſouth, and longitude 143% 4 4387 
Reefs and ſand- banks extended beyond it a 
fall myriameter and a half towards the ſouth 
weſt. 1 233: L200 

We preſently ſaw ſome other reefs, which oe« 
eupy an extent of a myriameter- from eaſt to 
welt: they lie in the latitude of 2* 197 ſouth; you 
their longitude is 143 407 eaſt, 

During the night we ſtood under an eaſy its 
the' welt north-weſt. 
At break of day we got f ſight of the Hermit 
Iſlands diſtoveted in 178 1 by Don Franciſco Antol 
nio Maurelli, in the Spaniſh ſhip of war La Prin. 
refſa, who came within about five myriameters of 
them. Their high lands feemed; at a diſtance, 
to jea ve between them intervals ſufficiently great 
to afford a paſſage for ſhips; but ere long we dif 
covered their low coaſts firetching out into the 
fea; and we diftinguiſhed the reefs by which 
they ate connected. 

This little Archipelago is compoſed of thirteeh 
ilots, in the . of which, as at the Admi- 
* YOL. 1. V  ralty 
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ralty Iſlands, lies a principal iſland, whoſe ex- 
tent from ſouth-weſt to north-eaſt is about three 
myriameters. The iſlots which ſutround it on 
all ſides, except to the . are very ſmall and 
very low. 

We were two kilometers to the northward of 
theſe iſlots, and to leeward of the northern 
point of the great iſland, when we perceived. 
fore canoes under fail; they were behind the 
reefs,” between which we ſaw no break that af- 
forded them the means of gaining the open ſea, 
and we thought that they could not clear this 
barrier; but having come quite cloſe to it, the 
ſavages began by taking in their ſail, and getting 
into the water, they carried their canoe over 
ibeſe ſhoals, in order to reach the offing. 

The canoe. which led the way immediately 
ſteered towards us; the others, five in number, 
followed cloſe after her. We hove to, in order 
to wait ſor them; but, as our people were rather 
ow in their motions, the Eſperance being aſlern 
of us, became the neareſt to them, and they 
Hood towards her: at firſt theſe ſavages kept at 
About the diſtance of two hundred meters from 
ber, afjer having diſplayed much intelligence ip 
- the: management of their fail. All the means 
that were employed to attract them on board 
were uſeleſs; they came near enough however to 
throw upon deck a few of the fruits called /por- 

5 0 Aas 
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dias eytherea, and ſeveral others of different 
ſpecies of eugenia, all very good to eat. The 
bottles and the bits of cloth which we gave 
them, diffuſed among them the moſt lively joy; 
but we remarked with ſurpriſe, that 9 . 
little value on iron. 

Like all the other ſavages that we had hitherts-; 
met with, theſe earneſtly expreſſed a wiſh to * 
us land on their ifland. - ll 

One of the canoes advanced towards us, while 
the others ſtood in for the coaſt. Notwithſtand« / 
ing our invitations, theſe natives kept at three 
hundred meters from our ſhip; They were afraid 
to touch the different articles which we ſent 
them, with a view of gaining their confidence. 
Some, however, appeared to wiſh that their ca- 
noe ſfould come near enough to lay hold of 
them ; but the ſentiment of fear prevailed among 


the greater number. 
It was noon when we. bim our ſails, in 


order to continue our route. All the canoes 
then reſolved to follow us for ſome time, before 
they returned to their iſland : the one that had 
come the cloſeſt to our ſhip, followed us with 
the moſt perſeverance: this was a very large 
canoe, containing thirty ſavages, who appeared 
to us ſtouter than the inhabitants of the Admi- 
ralty Iflands ; they were of the ſame colour, and 
* more naked; for we ſaw but a ſingle one of 
4 "70M them 


, 
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them that was adorned with the ſhell,” which 
the inhabitants of R at n 
of their prepuce. | 
. Theſe natives had 3 sds us bn 
very pacific views, for they hat ho arms; and 
from the Eſperance, which ſhip they had ap- 
proached nearer: than they did ours, none had 
been perbeiyed, even in the bottom of their ca- 
noes: perhaps they had imagined that, by pur- 
Tang eee r eee 
on ſhore. X 
- Theſe canoes, N Grailar in appearance | 
tg. thoſe of the Admiralty Iſlands, are not near 
ſa good ſailers; that which. came near us had 
then only one ſail, but ſhe ſet one abaft, in 
order to keep up with us: this other ſail was 
much ſmaller than that ſet forward, and they 
| were both. in the form of 8 rectangle, one of the 
ſides of which was almoſt twice the length of the 
other ; they ſet them in the manner of the lug- 
fails of our. boats. Their large ſail, which was 
as taunt as that of the canoes of the- Admiralty 
Iflands, came down much n and was con- 
ſiderably ſquarer. 
. The group. of the Hermits ifs, including 
the reefs, is about ſeven myriameters in circum- 
F Ference. | The middle of theſe iſlands is in lati- 
. tude 1“ 3s 38” ſouth, and longitude 146? 47 


We 
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We found ourſelves in the evening quite eloſe 
to the caſternmoſt iſland of the little Archipelago 
to which Bougainville bas given the name of 
L' Echiquier (Chets-boatd).: It is very low, and 
only five myriameters to the weſt ſouth · woſt al 
the Hermits Iſlands. Some reefs which bar the 
 accels to it in the north-weſt, form a large baſin, 
where it appeared to us that a ſhip TI 
ſufficient water to anchor, 
A great number of other iſlands were fun 
fn the north to the weſt, | 
Moe carried little fail during the night, e 
eee in order to ages e 
theſe iſlands. 
At daybreak on the 3d, the dernen Aland 
af the Echiguier bore ſouth, diſtant a demi-my- 
riameter: it lies in the latitude of en 
and longitude of 142 267 eaſt. | 
Me then ſtood to the weſtward, and, by cight 
o'clock in the morning, we had reckoned thirty 
E ao 
ye ſouth - weſt. | 
We ſteered towards that which Cakes 
| the moſt weſterly, and approached it within the 
diſtance of a nnn: it is ſituated in 
latitude 1* 347 ſouth, and 142 1& caſt. 


„All theſe iſlands are connected to each other 


py reefs, which ſeem to leave no paſſuge· Theit 


| 232 ecey Jour; and covered with lofty trees. 
1 As 


* 
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As we ſtood on we ſaw new iſlands, and we 
at length diſcovered the ſouth-weſternmoſt iſland 
of this little Archipelago : it is in latitude 2* 39 
ſouth, and longitude 141 58” caſt.” This is not 
—— by reels, 6 6 \ Ts 
We ſpent the night lying to. 

The next day, the 4th, we deſeried en 
noon a low and very woody iſland, the extent 

of which is about a myriameter and a half. This 
new iſland lies in the latitude of 1 31“ ſouth, 
and longitude of 140? 47 caſt. 

Me aſterwards diſcovered another ech ſmaller 
to the fouth-weſtof the former, from which it is 
three myriameters diſtant : this latter iſland is 
equally low, and is covered with large trees. 
It is impoſſible to behold without aſtoniſh- 
ment, on the low lands bordering on the equa- 
tor, the rapid and vigorous growth of theſe trees, 
to which. the atmoſphere ſurniſhes at once ſuper- 
abundant heat and exceſſive humidity. | 
» Although we had- been for ſome days quite 
cloſe to the line, and the heat .was ſuffocating, 
the thermometer on _—_ —— 
. 244%. 

We ſaw floating i large n had OR 
PE, by the waves ſrom the low lands. One of 
theſe trees, which had Muck to the bows: of our 
hip, ſor ſome time deadened our way. 

_ tee aclock in n. of the 8th 

we 
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we were under the equator, in the longitude of 
135% 40 eaſt, when we ſaw, at the diſtance of 
one third of a myriameter, a very confiderable- 

water-ſpout forming to the ſouth-weſt. Al- 

though the air was perfectly ſtill around us, 
the ſea was agitated and frothy at the ſpot 
where the water-ſpout originated. A very ſmall 
cloud was ſtationary at a few decimeters above 
the place whence it roſe. This water-ſpout had 
the form of two very elongated cones, united at 
their ſummit ; the baſe of one of theſe cones - 
reſted on the ſea, eee 10 in a 
| my thick cloud. | 

Ihe clouds ſeemed to me agitated by a whitk. 
wind, which, collecting a great quantity of 
water, was pouring down in torrents: perhaps 
all water-ſpouts are formed in this manner. If, 
as many natural philoſophers aſſert, a water- 
- ſpout ſucked up the water of the ſea in a great vo- 
lume, this water ought to be as ſalt at the time 
of its ſall, as at the moment of its elevation, 
which by no means accords with experience: a 
perſon worthy of credit, who ſaw two fall on 
board a ſhip, aſſured me, that they had con- 
ſtantly diſcharged, freſh water. In the contrary 
ſuppofition, this phenomenon is ry to be ex- , 
plained. | 

The limpidity of the ſea-water was c ed . 
during the whole day of the gih by a cu, con-. 
"2160 v 4 ſiſting 


296 VOYAGE id SRARCH 


fiſting of very ſhort and very ftringy filaments, 
Which | again met with on the 6th of Septem- 
ber, when I ſhall ſpeak of it more at length. - _ 
. Sharks are very numerous in theſe ſeas, Se. 
veral were taken of the ſpecies the moſt widely: 
diffuſed. {/quals ' carcharias). There was one of 
. theſe of a middling fize, which aſtoniſhed us by 
its voracity. Although pricked by four different 
hooks in leſs than half an hour, it followed us 
till it ſuffered itſelf to be eaught. _ 

Being abreaſt of New Guinea, vithin eight 
minutes of the equinoctial line, the thermometer 
ſtood at no more than 259, although we ex» 
perienced an intolerable degree of heat, far 
more violent than that felt in Europe, with the 
fame elevation of the thermometer. In recalling 
to mind that this inſtrument is an incorrect mea» 
ſure of the ſenſible heat, I muſt obſerve, that I 
am ſtill ſpeaking of a mercurial thermometer 
graduated according to Reaumur's ſcale. 
On the 11th, the Eſperance had like to ha ve 
run foul of us for the ſixth time ſince our depar - 
ture from Europe. The fluke of our anchor 
hooked the horſe of her ſprit- ſail yard: fortu · 
pately we ſucceeded, in keeping the two ſhips = 
clear of each other by means of a boom, which 
was immediately placed between them. As it 
was calm, two boats were hoiſted out, in order to 
; how the — RNIIS + Gan 
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boats then diſcovered the direction af the eur. 
rents, which ſet us ta the north narth-caſt, at tha 
rate of half a knot an hour. 

On the 22th, at daybreak, we got fight, of | 
the. largeſt of Schouten's Iſlands, which hors 
ſouth by eaſt,  _ 

Ide ſurface of the 14 was. violently agitated 
throughout a great ſpace, where the Eſperance 
was going to pais in following the courſe ſhe 
was ſteering; Captain Huon was afraid that thig 
might proceed from. breakers, and put about; 
but the illuſion preſently diſappeared. This 
motion was occaſioned by a very conſiderable, 
ſhoal of fiſhes, which were riſing to the ſurface of 
the water: they were e by a great num- 
ber of birds. 

Although this was the period of the caſt mon- 
ſoon, yet, for the laſt four days, the wind blew 
from the ſouth-weſt to the north-weſt ; but it 
backed round to the ſoutheaſt on: the 14th of - 
Auguſt. | 

The ſame day we got fight of a ſmall iſland, 
very contiguous to New Guinea, and two myria- 
waters and a half to the eaſtward of Providenee 
land; it lies in the latitude: of 0? 18“ 48” ſouth, 
and longitude of 1336 8 47”.caſt, 

The continuance of the violent heat i in theſs 
ſeas, accelerated the decompaſitian of gur was 
r this circumſtance was the more unpleaſant, 

| 2 as 
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a8 that to which we were reduced was a little 
brackifh ; for the firſt caſks that were taken on 
ſhore at Carteret's Harbour were filled much too 
near the ſea, and this water had not been ſtarted, 
notwithſtanding its bad quality. Beſides, not 
to lighten the ſhip, it is cuſtomary to fill with 
_ - falt water the empty caſks, as ſoon as the freſh 

water, which they contained, has been expended : 
this renders it neceſſary to clean them well when 
it is wiſhed to fill them with freſh water ; but the 
captain of the hold, to whom this buſineſs was 
entruſted, ſeldom took ſo much trouble; it was 
eaſy, with the machine which I have already 
mentioned, to. deprive the water of its inflam- 
mable air, but it ſtill retained a brackiſh taſte. - 

During part of the night of the 18th, the wind 
had'roared over the lands of New Guinea, and 
had ſent us a great deal of rain. The ſky ſeemed 
to announce a tempeſt ; but the ſtorms near the 
equator have a far more menacing aſpe& than 
they are in reality dangerous, and it was not 
_ before we enjoyed very fine weather, 

We faw, firetching from eaft to weſt, a fine 
chain of mountains, the moſt lofty of which ap- 
peared to be at leaft fifteen hundred meters in 
perpendicular height : the large trees with which 
they were covered, added, in a 1 3 ; 
to ths TOY of bg e J 
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On the 19th, being in the latitude of oe 18 
' ſouth, and longitude of 130? 52 eaſt, and at two 
kilometers diſtance from New Guinea, we ſounds 
ed with a line of a hundred athens ane 
ſtriking ground... 

Ihe firſt indications we had of this eee 
being inhabited, were two fires, the ſmoke of 
which we ſaw, rifing from the foot of the large 
trees ſituated near the coaſt. 

We were. at this time not far from the Cape of 
Good Hope of New Guinea, which we doubled, 
at the diſtance of two kilometers. It is in lati- 
tude o ac ſouth, and 1300 34 eaſt. We were 
aſtoniſhed that Forreſt, in other reſpects a very 
accurate navigator, ſhould have been ſo greatly 
miſtaken with reſpe& to its true latitude z that 
which he has given differed from ours, by being 
more than a third of a degree to the northward, 
The eaſterly variation. of the compaſs, after 
having gradually diminiſhed, was now no more 
than a degree and a half eaſt. 

Being detained by the calms, we were iti 
in order to. range along the coaſt of New Guinea 
for the ſea breeze, which did not ſpring up till 
about three o'clack in the afternoon. The banks 
of the ſhore, were, for the moſt part, perpen- 
dicular.  I-remarked, however, a few ſpots, the 
gentle declivity of which afforded a ſmall ſandy 
bits where it would have been eaſy to land. 

75 In 
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In the courſe of the morning of the 2 1ſt we 
| were very near the two little iflands of Miſ- 
palu. The ſmalleſt is in latitude. o“ 20 ſouth, 
and longitude 130 7 eaſt; and the largeſt lies in 
latitude o* 19 57“ ſouth, and longitude 130? 4 
zo” eaſt. 

On the 23d we ran n the ſhores of 
New Guinea, in the intention of entering among 
the Moluccas, by Watſon's Strait. It would have 
been an agreeable circumftance to us to explore 
this Strait, which is much lefs frequented than 
thoſe that lie farther to the weſtward. We ſhould, 
beſides, have had the advantage of keeping more 
to windward, than in going through Pitt's Strait, 
whieh the continuance of the ſoutherly winds i in- 
duced us to ſtand into. 

About eleven o'clock in the ne being 
to the north-weſt, and quite cloſe to its opening, 
we found ourſelves on a ſhoal, which ſtretches 
. out from the coaſt of Batanta upwards of a my- 
riameter into the offing. We had already run 
pretty far over it when the lead gave us eight 
fathoms water, with a rocky bottom. It was 
a bank of coral, alt the whiteneſs of which the 
_ Impidity of the water allowed us to diſtinguiſh. 

We were obliged to put about, in order to extri- 
cate-ourſelyes from this dangerous ſituation. 

We entered the Strait about half paſt two 


o'clock 1 in the afternoon. ' A-canoe,” which we 
5 e 
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perceived at its entrance near the Batanta coat 

appeared to us for a moment to direct her cou 
towards the Eſperance; but ſhe ſoon returned 
to the ſhore. 7 

Having brought to for ſome time to wait For 
the Eſperance, we remarked that the currents 
carried us pretty rapidly through the Strait, "Ag 
the tides have much influence on theſe currents, 
they ſlackened conſiderably towards miltight, | 
atd early the next morning. by 
Fi canoes were coafting along the eaſt ſhore 
at a good diftance from each other. We re- 
marked one of them that had hoiſted a flag, which 
we took for Portugueſe colours. The wind car- 
ried us eloſe to the Salwatty coaſt, and prevented us 
from ſlanding towards them; befides,” none of 
them appeared inclined to come near us. Theſe 
ſuvages knew! not our intentions; perhaps they 
were bpprehetifive that we were ſome of thoſe 
Europeans who are induced, through cupidity, 
to employ every means of entieing them unn 
in order to make ſlaves of them. y 
Pitt's Strait is ſkirted by bigh land; eh 
every where with large trees. 

We continued lying to the whole niet, and 
at nine o'clock in the evening we heard, towards 
the weſt ſhore, the voice of ſome natives, we 
ſcemed to be addreſſing themſelves to us. A fire 
appeared at the ſame time, on the weſt point of 

: On . , the 
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the entrance, near the place from which a canoe 
had put off, at the time of our arrival in the 
Strait. 

On the 24th, at EY we were quite cloſe 

to Paſſage: Iſland, and we perceived on the Ba- 
tanta coaſt, a ſmall village, whence came out a 
few inhabitants, who >. :ccomr. rd to view us s with 
much indifterence. © | 

Pitt's Strait, the length of which is about five 
myriameters, from weſt ſouth-weſt to eaſt north- 
eaſt, is a myriameter in its mean width. When 
ve tried for ſoundings, we could not ſtrike 
ground with a line of a hundred and twenty-five 
fathoms ; but the boat which ſounded within 
two hundred meters of the coaſt, found bottom 
nat the depth of from fifteen e eee 

with calcareous rocky ground. | 

We put about to avoid ſome ſhoals, which 
lie at the outlet of the Strait, very near to the 
Batanta coaſt. Several perſons, however, were 
of opinion, that there was a ſufficient depth of 
water for our ſhips to go over them. 

The opening of the Strait on this fide is near 
three myriameters wide: we here remarked two 
lots very near the Batanta coaſt. 
Tbe weſt point of Salwatty we found to be in 
the latitude of 1* 2. 10” ſouth, and longitude of 
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- The conflancy 'of the ſouth ſouth-eaſt winds 
deprived us of all hopes of doubling the iſland” 
of Myfol to the eaſtward. We were therefore _ 
obliged to determine on making the land to the 
northward of Ceram, in order to ſhape our courſe 
to the weſtward from that iſland to Amboyna. 

- At-fix o'clock in the afternoon we were at the 
diſtance of three myriameters from Popo Iſland, 
which bore ſouth 6® weſt. 

The next day, the 25th, we coafted it, dre 
it on the ſtarboard hand, at the diſtance of a 
myriameter and a half: it exhibits a flat country, 
from the middle of which rife three ſmall moun- 
tains cloſe to each other. A few iſlots were ſeen 
very near it, to the ſoath-weſt. This cluſter 
— af wen ales W | 
from north · caſt to ſouth-weſt. 

Popo Ifland is in latitude 1% g/ 14” ſouth, 5 
gits 12% 40 caſt. 

We ſaw; Kanary Iſland, Myſol Iſland, and | 
part of the iſlots which ſurround them. 

In the forenoon we loſt a young ſailor, 8 
Pichot, who died of a maraſmus, the conſequence 
of a dyſentery, to which he had been ſubject for 
the laſt fix months. | 

On the 26th, the poſition of Kanary Iſland 
was fixed at the latitude of 1* 51” 36% n and 
ages of 127% 357 caſt, age! 
ty | e N "In 
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In the coutſe-df the day of the nyth, the lp 
was ſiirrounded by twenty-ſeven wWhales, which 
werd ſix or ſeven meters in length: they wert 
ſufficiently. numerous to afford advrnturcts, by 
the oil which may be extracted e an: 
ample return for their expenſes. 

Very carly in the morning of da Agth we l. 
covertd the high mountains of Ceram, which ex- 
tending from ſouth-eaſt to ſouth ü N pre · 
ſented to us a very beautiful aſpect. 

= So bigh mountains muſt enſure the independ- 
ence of the inhabitants; and indeed; there is but 
a very ſmall number of natives ſettled on ſome 
of the loweſt points of the iland, quite clo W 
the ſea, who ſubinitto the yoke of the Dutch. 
On tdi 1fl of September, the clouds being ak 
tirely diſperſed from above the lands of Ceram, 
ve enjoyed the grand profpect | of feveral chains 
of mountains, paralle] in their direction from 
Eaſt ta weſt. Th charming vallies. which ſepa- 
rate them, afford a very vigorous vegetation, and 
have every appearance of the greateſt fertility. 
Several fires were lighted on the iſland of 

Ceram : we perceived a fire upon one of the 

higheſt mouggains, which. proves that their ſum- 
mits are frequented by the natives. This moun- 
tain zppeared to uscto be at leaſt two thouſand 
four hundred meters in perpendicular height... - . 
ot » We 
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We abailed curlelives of the ENTS. out 
a boat; in order to try the current, which then 
ſet to the north · eaſt by caſt, three quarters of a 
mile an hour. As among theſe iſlands the cur- 
rents depend much. on the tide, it may well be 
conceived that wa e eee 
vary exceedingly... TEL | 8 

On the approach ofaight —.— about — 
kilometers from the coaſt oſ Ceram, the leſs 
elevated lands of which ſeemed to announce 
no grrat depth of water; however, on ſounding; 
we could get no bottom at thirty-two ſathoms. 
It; was not long before we ſaw, pretty cloſe to 
the ſhore, different fires, which appeared to us 
kindled above Sr 2 
to attract the fiſn. N 

Towards 1 we fav the Iland 
of Borildy extending from weſt, 20* ſouth to ſouth 
48° weſt, at the diſtance of near ſour myriame- 
ters. Thailand is in latitude a7 58" * and | 
longitude 125* 56 eaſt, . 

Mo took care is Gund e Goquantly hon 
wid{were aber the, land, but we could not ſtrike 
ground with a line of fixty-five fatboms. 

A ſtrong land breeze carried us, in the early 
part of the night, into the channel which the. 
iſland of Ceram forms with that of Bonſo. We 
there remarked three iſlots by the Wann 
. 8 moon. 
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moon. It was calm, and the currents-drified us 
almoſt to the other extremity of the channel. 
About midaight, the air being ſcarcely agi- 
tated,” che ſea; which immediately became frothy 
not far from our hip, made us apprehend that we 
were near ſome'breakers'; but: this ſea very ſoon 
reached us: it was a rapid curreyt oc qed by 
the tide, and which, following: the direſſtion of 
the channel, oounteracted out progreſs.” ! 1: 
On the zd we were at a ſmall diſtance from 
LKilang. The Admiral intended to run between 
this iſtand and that of Ceram q but tu channel, 
beſides being yery narrow, appeared! to us barred 
by recfs and a ſund bank; for this reaſon we 
paiſed to dhe weſtward of Klang, aldag/ which 
we ranged very cloſe, The country offered to 
our view beautiful . ptantativns of: cocoa-palms 
and plantain-troes, in the midit of. ; > 46g 
built a charmingvillag&oc, 1 27 1 027 
/Ws6ithen ſhaped . pn 
and Manipa. $189 207; t abu 
{About 'clepent ofolock' in the morning a dide- 
race odcaſibiied) ſome. Gates, which followed in 
quick ſucceflion; being: impollad by: each other, 
We were in the ſequel -yepeatedly: witneſſes to 
this phenomenon, which Bougainville and Dam - 
pier nee Ne 29 e aft s. 
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By four o'clock in the aſternoon we had 
doubled the Iſland of Manipa, which is not 
more than a demi-myriameter in extent, from 
north t6 ſbuth: although very mountainous; it 
appeared to us well peopled; a great many 
earioes were ' coaſting along the ſhore.” This 
ifland is A rome. 21 re n 
125 40 eaſt. u 

The Iſland of — lies nd 90 177 
ſouth, and longitude 125 31 raft. | | | 
A ſea breeze, which ſprang up about ten 
o'clock in the morning of the 4th, favoured out 
progreſs to the ſouftward, and we ſoon faw the 
de of Amboyna to the ſouth ſouth-eaſt. 

Being afterwards thwarted by a ſoutherly wind, 
ve were under the necefſity of plying. 

On the th a freſh breeze ffom the ſouth-eaſt 
unde us of every hope of reaching the anchor 
age in the courſe of the day. The fituation of 
our ſcorbutic people, which was daily becoming 
more alarming, and the nũmber of whom was in- 
creaſing with rapidity, made us long for favour- 
able-winds: the continual rains at Carteret's Har- 
bour had had the greateſt influence on their diſ- 
order; almoſtall ä 0 

1 N 

One of the firſt ſymptoms as (idiom wp 

pearance of whitiſh tubercles, frequently of the 


. on different parts of the 
X 2 body, 
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body, and particularly on the arms: theſe infil- 
trations / generally 4; ap — — — lower 
extremities. IE” Frm 
It is remarkable that theſe patients bad not 
their ſkin covered with thoſe ſpots which are 
called ſcorbutic blotches ; the ſcurvy, in hot 
countries, penetrating with rapidity the cellular 
e of a lympathic humour, which een 
changes the colour of the ſkin, ' 

I alſo obſerved, that although falt eat is 
one of the principal cauſes of the ſcurvy among 
ſeamen, yet we had on board two of the ſhip's 
company, who were violently attacked by it, 
without having eaten any: one of theſe worked 
in the hold; and the noxious air which is there 
inhaled, together with the great humidity of that 
part of the ſhip, is Nele a N m_ 1 
oy diſorder, ; _ 

We made ſome Kietthes, which Water 0 us 
8 ſufficiently near to the weſt extremity of Am- 
boyna, to allow us to enter the roadftead during 
the night. We kept along the eaſt coaſt, at the 
diſtance of a kilometer, taking for our guide the 

plan of it, publiſhed by Valentine. 
As ſobn as.we had got beyond Portuguefe Bay, 
we brought to, in order to wait for daylight, 
that we might be enabled to diſcover the” 1 
where e intended to anchor. 


The Eſperance bad not been able to get to 
HOVE 8 | . windward 
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wind ward as rapidly as we: at ſeven o'clock in 
the morning of the 6th, ſhe was fill a myriame- 
ter to the ſouth-weſt, when we were already at 
no great diſtance from the principal ſettlement 
on the iſland. 


1 again ſaw the fucus which I had des met He 


with quite cloſe to New Guinea; it reſembles 
very ſine oakum cut in ſmall ſhreds, about three 
decimeters long, and conſiſts of filaments as fine 

as hair. Theſe were frequently ſeen collected in 


bundles, and ſo numerous that they coloured 8 


the water in the road. 
Admiral D Entrecaſteaux ſent his ſecond Lid. 


tenant to wait on the Governor of Amboyna, in 
order to aſk permiſſion to put in to the iſland. 
The Governor immediately aſſembled his coun- 
cil, and granted us leave to anchor; but as the 
act which the ſecond Lieutenant of our ſhip 
preſented to them, in the name of the Admiral, 
had not yet been addreſſed to them by the re- 
gency of Batavia, they wiſhed to annex to our 
tay, conditions to which it was impraper for us 
to ſubſcribe. However, it was not difficult io 
make them ſenſible that we had anticipated, by 
ſeveral months, the arrival of the accounts from 
Europe, which ſeldom reach them till eighteen. 
months after their date. It appeared to us that 
they. took ſo many precautions only to ſcreen 
io AM from all cenſure on the * of the 

| "WY regency: 
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regency of Batatia, of which the government 
of Amboyna is a dependency ; for as ſoon as they 
had gone through the neceffary formalities: in 
this reſpect, they rendered us every ſervice. in 
their power. 

We ſound in this litfle iſland the means of ſup- 
plying our ſhips, much better than we had ven- 
tured to hope, nn was neceſ- 
** for continuing our voyage. 

A captain, belonging to the Dutch Eaſt-India 
Company's ſervice, was ſent to us by the Gover- 
nor, to ſhew us the place where we were to an- 
chor; and after having made ſeveral,þoards, we 
dame to at half paſt one o'clock in the afternoon, 
in "twenty-ſeven fathoms water, the bottom 
muddy ſand; the tower of Fort Victory bearing 
eaſt 9e north, the neareſt redoubt weſt 350 ſouth; 
and the weſt point:of the entrance of the road 
weſt 264* fouth; We were about two thirds of a 
kilometer ſrom the landing-place, which 1s a 
wooden flip, and quite cloſe to which large ſhips 
may anchor. There was then here r 
ſhip, taking in her cargo of cloves. 

In the road were eighteen veſſels, all hes 
Dutch colours. Of all theſe there was only one 
three-maſted ſhip; moſt of the others were brigs 
wag oops. 1 | A. 

The Efperance anchored half an our after, to 
the north-eaſt of us. T0” 1 
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Shy. at fans 20 of the bogs A . 
; the Recherche is drowned in the raad — A 7 
10 the Governor. Various excurſions into the 
interior of the ifland.=—One of the naturalifs 
- falls Jangeroufly 11. —Deſcription of his d Herder. 
—Agreeable' juice of the ſago- palm. — Sugar ex- 
s traGed from it. —Uſe of different parts of this. 
valuable tree.—Means employed by the flying 
Liard to  fupport Hſelf 7 in the air. —Matai which 
preſerves the harveſt fr pillage. —4 Dutch 
ofoilor conceals himſelf in 1 woods "for fear 
Foing to Batavia.—A very dexterous manner 
- catching the cancer  carcinus— Houſes of the - 
. natives of Amboyna.-—Their dreſs, &c. —Their 
: Nr of procuring fire ; their manner of fiſhmg 
during the night —Culture of the nutmeg-tref 
. of the clove-tree —4 long bamboo cut Jo as 
. to 75 in a freſh breeze, very agreeable Point. 
—F\fhing-places of the inhabitants. — Sago-palm. 
Ws Gs of its pith.— Cutaneous diſorders 
common at Amboyna.— Parious obſervations re- 
Helle 1 the Hand and its inhabitants. 


Ar Half paſt bree Oclock wH Mute the fort 
vith ate gang which were intiedinly ra. 
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The Admiral had invited all the officers to 
__ accompany him, at five o'clock in the after- 
noon, to pay a vifit to the Governor. Knowing 
nothing of this arrangement, I went on ſhore 
with ſome perſons belonging to our ſhip, in 
order to ſtroll about the town: it is ſurrounded 
by gardens, where the principal culture is that 
. of trees, becauſe they favour, the indolence na- 
tural to man under a burning ſky, by yielding 


him, in profuſion, delicious fruits, which require 


ſcarcely any other trouble than to gather them. 
Beſides the wild ſpecies of bread-fruit tree 
which is here met with, we were told that 
there was another that bore fruit, all the ſeeds 
of which are abortive ; but this fruit is of a mid- 


dling {ize, and the tree does not mer it in. 


any great quantity. 
Different varieties of plantain-trees, and a 
great many ſpecies of orange-trees, were growing 
in theſe delightful gardens; the guava, the cuſ- 
tard- apple, and different ſpecies of anuonæ, here 
yielded their exquiſite fruits. I alſo remarked 


a few trees of henne (lauſomia inermis), which 


roſe to the height of three or four meters. 
Various odoriſerous plants were here ſcattered 


With profuſion. I met with the chaltas paniculata, ; 
te muchelia chumpaca, the ſciampaca, and ſeve- 


4 


ral. ſpecies. of zvaria.: the Arabian jaſmine, the 
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trees, blended mmm 
delicious perſumes. 
On returning to the town, one of we miri 
ters of the proteſtant religion invited us to come 
into bis houſe. He ſet before us ſeveral ſorts of 
ſpirituous liquors; but water perfectly limpid, 
and newly brought from his ſpring,” was the 
moſt agreeable beverage to perſons who for a 
long time were reduced to brackiſh water, and 
lived only on ſalt meat. This worthy clergyman 
appeared greatly aſtoniſhed at having regaled 
us at ſo cheap a rate. He informed us that 
earthquakes were frequent at Amboyna, ank 
that within a ſew years, one, in particular, of 4 
unuſual violence had been felt : it had been at- 
companied by a hurricane, which lafied near 
three days; and, during all this time, the fea 
bad exceeded its limits, and inundated the. 
country where the town is ſituated. Hg! 
It is at the change of the et 
ſcourge is moſt to be dreaded, and particylarly- 
at the beginning of the weſt monſoon, which 
I Taco latit or; 
| Gabriel Abalen, one of the boys belonging 
to our ſhip, who was appointed to attend on 
the warrant officers, diſappeared in the evening 
of the th: he had been ſeen on board the 
band day; but, about dark, they called him 
ſeveral | 
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ſeveral times in vain. This youth, who was of 


a very mild, and at the ſame time temperate 
diſpoſition, had nevertheleſs drunk, in the courſe 
_ of the day, a ſufficient quantity of ſpirits to ex- 
ate the moſt lively inquietude reſpecting his 
fate: He might have fallen overboard, and it 
was well known that he could not ſw im. 
We all bad the greateſt occaſion to remain on 
ſhore in order to recover our ſtrength; and the 
1 to our 2 1 lodgiogs in 
the town. 

It was of no final) e to 8 
Its to be known to the Governor of Amboyna, 
tat they might have every opportunity of profe- 
euting the reſearches which conſtituted the ob- 
ject of their miſſion: it was, no doubt, through 
mere ſorgetſulneis, that the Admiral had ſuffer- 
— ed us to remain ignorant of the hoùr of the firſt 
viſit which he had paid him. I requeſted that 
be would have the goodneſs to introduee us, 
and we ſet off about half paſt ten o'clock to go 
ts the Governor's.” M. Bourgueiles and M. Van 
Smiehl- readily undertook to at as our inter- 
Preten. 

M. Van Smiehl was W lately 
arrived in the iſtand. He was at preſent, as he 
told us, only afpiring to become» one of the 
- Company's ſervants. We congratulated our- 
ent in the ſequel, that he had nat pet much 
influence 
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inflaence over the Governor; for he had endaa · 
voured to perſuade him that the regency of Bay 
tavia would not approve of permiſſion being 
given ta our ſhips to make any fray at Am- 
boyna.. And yet, the Baron knew very well, 
that a year before, two ſmall Engliſh veſſels, dif. 
patched from Bombay for the Pelew Iſlands, 
bad been received here without the ſmalleſt dif- 
ficulty. They bad, at firſt, put into Boura, 
where, not having found proviſions, they had 
come and taken them in at Amboyna; and theſe 
veſſels were very far from having the ſame claim 
as we: perhaps the unexpected appearance. of 
foreign. ſhips in this road, ſor two ſucceſſive 
every ſort of precaution, in order to cover his 
. reſponſibility: he received us in the beſt poſſible 
manner. We were really concerned that he bad, 
on gur account, put on bis full dreſꝭ; he was 
almoſt ſuffocated with heat under a very heayy 
black velvet coat: ſuch a dreſs is extremely 
incouveniept pear the line; but the Dutch Go- 
vernors wear it becauſe it is a prerogative of 
their office. eiii 
Some refreſhments were ſetved up. I wiſhed 
only for. water, and I poured out ſome of that 
which appeared to me the cleareſt; but its ſalt 
made a miſtake, and preſented me with ſomo 
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medicinal water. It was Seltzer water, which 
the Dutch are here in the habit of drinking, as 

a very agreeable liquor; it coſts them as dear as 
the beſt Rheniſh wine. Certainly our repug- 


' nance for this beverage was not foreſeen ; how- 


% 


ever, it might well have been foppoſed, that, 
under a burning ſky, after a long privation of 
freſh meat, we ſhould not have much inclina- 
tion to drink ſalt water. 

The Admiral propoſed to introduce us alſo to 
the members of the council, and we accepted 
his offer : D 
ſome manner. 

As we were to ſtay at Amboyna a nh 10 
leaſt, I was obliged to have brought on ſhore, 
to the place where we were to lodge, a great 
many articles neceſſary ſor the preparation of the 
different productions which I purpoſed collect- 
ing in the iſland. The other naturaliſts and 1 


baving agreed to live in the ſame houſe, we 


had had it ſet in order, and our baggage was al- 
ready arrived there, when, to our great aſtoniſh- 


ment, we found it occupied by ſome officers be- 


to the two ſhips, who, however, were 

not ignorant that we had hired it : the man who 
had the key of it had thought that he was deli- 
vering it to ps when he gave it to them. This 
unhandſome trick, of which we ſhould not have 
3 — | 
| ing; 
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ingly; but it was eaſy for us to find another | 


lodging. þ 

Our fears reſpeRing the lad, who had difap 
peared three days before, were but too well 
formded : he had remained during all this time 
under water, and it was not till about half paſt 
two o'clock in the afternoon of the roth that he 
was diſcovered beginning to float near the ſhip. . 
His remaining ſo near the place where he had 
fallen overboard ſeems to demonſtrate, againſt 
the opinion of moſt of the Europeans ſettled at 
Amboyna, that the currents in the road are not 
rapid at the bottom of the water, but only at its 
furface : and, indeed, this appears to me very 
probable. The currents being occaſioned by the 
tides, the waters neither flow in nor run out of 
the road but ia order to eſtabliſh their equili- | 
brium, which, in theſe circumſtances, is de- 
god culy: at a ſmall diſtance * ow 80 
ſace. 
AA 
the ſhip's company. Several exclaimed againſt 
the inattention of 'thoſe who, having brought 
him up in bis infancy, had neglected; 


him learn io ſwim. In fact, a. few. leſſons of 
ſwimming might have ſaved the lad's liſe. 11 
were to be wiſhed that this event may ſerve as 
an example to others; ſor, I have ſeen with 


8 3 that many ſeamen could not ſwim. 
2 Our 
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Dur obſetvatory was eſtabliſhed the ſame day, 
towards the weſt fide of the town. As this place 
was not Within fight of the ſhip, the aftrono- 
mers experienced the inconvenience of being 
obliged to go to the fea-fide in order to compare 
the rate of the watches with that of the chro- 
nometers. 

eee a 
mel, forms the quarter inhabited by the Chi- 
neſt ; there were init few natives of the iſland, 

and only one Dutchman. All the other Dutch- 
men reſided, either in the centre nden 
or. towards its caſt ſide. 

Wo were become ſo weak, dhe at ff we 
unn aer to content ourſelves with making 
2 ne enou n to. be the 
town. 

4 Va vided the Goetpany's jnddem, chess 
tains nothing remarkable but a very convenient 
bath, where the Governor went regularly every 
three/of four days. This bath is ſupplied with 
very clear water, which runs down from the 

neighbouring hill. — its chefs 
| 998 oe of the women. 
ue Dutch at Amboyna are in the habit of 

bathing every three or four days. On thoſe days 
they careſully avoid expoling themielves to the 
_ ___ great heat, which laſts from eleven o'clock in 
- - the morning till, three in the afternoon. It is 
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even very uncommon. for them to go out on 
other days during this time. A for us, we 
had not leiſure to take ſuch precautions; and 
hence two of the naturaliſis were: attacked by 
very violent diſorders. 41g ion oh * > e399 
We endeavoured ſeveral: times to penetrate 
Into the middle of the large plantations a ago 
palms; but the waters which waſh the fogt uf 
theſt palms frequently forced us to return as we 
went: this tree; which is ſo conduriva ta the 
— — 8 5 2 
of the iſland· 152721, dg alomay 

The beach, 5 low: i was ES in 
many places with a great -number of crabs,” of 
quitted the holes which they had dug in the 
rather ſolid ground. This ſingular ſperies of 
animal, / one of whoſe claws is ſometimes bigger 
than the body, often becomes the prey of the 
birds. I am of opinion, that the facility with 
which it ſheds its claws is the reaſon why one af 
them is almaſt always hed larger than the 

other. 0 
1 A ade endured is wa ese 0 | 

of the town, near the quarter inhabited by Euro- 
' peans, , procured. us a fight of the tomb af 


 Rumpbius.. The ſimplieity of this monument 


this able obſeryer of nature: his tomb was fur- 
«£4. -* | ] ] 
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rounded: by Deren ne 


2 
Wie faw in the noflefion.of the. aatives of the 


on iflad-the beautiful lory.of the Philippines: how- 
ever, they do not get it from ſo great a diſtancc, 
dut from ſome iſlands not ſar to the eaſtward 
e Amboyna; and principally from the Arow 
lands. They alſo had another lory, which is 
found in the ſoreſts of Amboyna, and which 
differs from the ſormer by its colours being leſs 
bright and much leſs ſhaded; almoſt all theſe 
: eee words of the Malay 
language. 
Towards the middle of the nn ng 
ing ſun gave us ſo violent a head - ache, that it 
moſt commonly forced us to ſeek. ſome ſhade to 
protect vs from its rays. | 
| ( 
16'the-wettward ; but the heat was ſo oppreſ- 
| r ARA it e eee 
wan T: 
The — A 00 the duty of 
ae fell ſo dangerouſly ill, that we could 
not quit him a fingle moment for four ſucceflive 
days. The malignant fever, by which he was 


_ . » attacked, had frightful ſymptoms. His excre- 


tions, which were extremely fetid, were accom- 

panied by vomitings, ſiahſiulius tendimum, a very 
low pulſe, and a great proſtration of ſtrength. 
roor - — bY The 
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The nervous affedion was carried to ſb high a 
degree, that, at each evacuation, the-patient ex- 
perienced fainting-fits, during which he was 
perfectly inſenſible. The lower extremities were 
affected by violent ſpaſms, occafioning the 
moſt acute pains, 

Although this malady was very  contagions, 
no danger could prevent us from paying our 
companion all the attention which he had a 
right to expect from our friendſhip : accordipgly 
we gave up all thoughts of continuing our re- 
ſearches in natural hiſtory till he was out of 
danger. 

The following day, the 16th, the ſymptoms 
became ftill mere alarming. The pulſe more 
and more Janguid, with great intermiſſion, the 
hiccough, which frequently laſted near ten 
minutes, a great proſtration of firength, and a 


face quite diſtorted, made 'us . fox 
the life of the patient. | 


The night was equally alarming. 

On the 14th, about daybreak, the pulſe 
viſibly began to mend; a little foftneſs in the 
beating of the artery was the forerunner of 4 
copious perſpiration which came a few hours 
after, and reſcued our friend from the Jaws of - 
death. - 

His connaleſconce laſted not more than A 

vol. 1. x1 This 
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This ſpecies of fever, occaſioned by the flag. 
nant waters under a burning ſky, was treated 
with demulcent drinks and antiſpaſmodics. Ether, 
given very frequently, and in ſmall doſes, was 
of great advantage in ſupporting the powers of 
life, by diminiſhing the violence of the ſymptoms. 

M. Hoffman, ſurgeon of the military hoſpital, 
came to ſee the patient ſeveral times in, the 
courſe of the day. Our own ſurgeon alſo at- 
tended him. ; . 

M. Bourguelles, treaſurer of the Dutch Eaſt- 
India Company, had perſuaded the commander 
of our expedition that the united knowledge of 
the phyſicians of Europe was not, in fimilar diſ- 
orders, equal to the ſcience of a Malay 2 
One of the moſt ſkilful had been called in: 
Was not by internal remedies that he wiſhed 5 
effect a cure, for he gave the patient nothing to 
take; but after rubbing the ſkin a little in dif- 
ferent parts of the body, and chafing the lower 
extremities, he pronounced, with a myſterious air, 
ſome words which he ſeemed to. addreſs to the 

Supreme Being ; he then, as he told us, laid the 
evil ſpirits, whom theſe iſlanders conſider as the 
cauſe of diſorders. M. Bourguelles was tranſ- 
ported with joy to ſee tay tf this phyſician did his 
beſt in order to obtain e ſucceſs. We ſyffer- 
ed him to proceed as long as we ſaw that no bad 


conſequences could reſult; but it was neceſſary 
to 


EC. 
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to ſtop him, when, taking a pail of water newly 
drawn ſrom a well, he prepared to inundate the 
patient. This was preciſely a little time beſore 
the critical ſweat, which was ſo ſalutary to him. 
The Malay doctor, no doubt, exerted all his 
{ſkill ; but he was ignorant that he might thus 
check the critical perſpiration of which the ws 
had given the conſolatory preſage. | 
Our patient being ſufficiently ora on 
the 19th, to diſpenſe with ſuch aſſiduous attend- 
ance, we walked into the country to the weſt- 
ward, | 
Having for Bhs time followed the banks 
of a little river, which diſcharges itſelf into the 
roadſtead at no great Anne from the town, 
we were returning loaded with fine plants, when, 
on the approach of night, we met with ſome 
natives who had been ſucceſsful in fiſhing, and 
were preparing, to broil their fiſh, We had the 
pleaſure of ſeeing them kindle a fire by means 
of two pieces of bamboo rubbed one againſt the 
other, and cut in the manner which I ſhall pre- 
ſently explain. 

On the 2oth we e half the day in 
an excurſion to the ſouthward, and we were not 
long before we reached a hill, where we found 
ſome young natives, who had juſt ſpread their 
nets to catch birds: theſe conſiſted of hairs diſ- 
poſed in a running knot, and faſtened to a very 

1 2 80 long | 


- 
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long firing, which reſted on the ground, and 
was confined to a ſmall piece of wood BAY 
the carth. 

| 1 preſumed that they made uſe of ſome al- 

lurement to attract the game, but they told 

me that they employed none ; and indeed they 

acknowledged that they caught few birds. 

We ſaw riſing from the foot of the hills ſome 

fine palms, which the natives call ſagouer, and 
which Rumphins has deſcribed under the name 
of /agnerus —Pol. I. Fig. 13. From the pe- 
duncles of their freſhly-cut branches was diſtil- 
ling a very agreeable liquor, which was received 
in pieces of bamboo attached to their extre- 
mity. Under ſo hot a ſky this liquor ferments 
very quickly, and would ſoon become acid, if 
the inhabitants did not know how to employ 
opportunely the wood of the foulamea, which 
loſes almoſt entirely its great bitterneſs by fer- 
mentation, and renders this liquor capable of 
keeping for a length of time. 
One of theſe palms can furniſh, for upwards 
of two months in the year, fix or eight liters of 
liquor a day. Care is taken to renew the incifion 
of the peduncle daily, in order to facilitate the 
diſtillation. 

The heat of the ſun promoting the riſe of the 
fap, we ſhould be inclined to think that this 
tree ought to yield a greater quantity of liquor 
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in the day than during the night: the con- 
trary, however, is the caſe ; becauſe the humi- 
dity of the night, which is abſorbed by the leaves, 
mixes with the ſap of the palm, and favours the 
diſtillation but the liquor that is procured du- 
Ting the day contains a great many more ex- 
tractive ſaccharine particles than that which 
cops during the night. 
This extract is a ſpecies of ſugar, 18 the 
Malays call gowula itan (black ſugar): it is com- 
monly in little loaves, which are in the ſhape 
of a hemiſpherical vaſe, when the eyaporation 
of the ſuperfluous water has taken. place. It is 
nearly of a chocolate colour, but rather deeper. 
When theſe little loaves are broken, there are 
to be ſeen, particularly towards their centre, 
. yellowiſh and ſhining grains : this makes it pre- 
ſumable, that it would not be difficult to bring 
them to the degree of cryſtallization neceſſary 
for their becoming a ſugar of good quality; 
ſuch as it is, the natives ſcarcely employ any 
other ; that of the ſugar- cane coſting ſeven or 
Eight times the price, 

We ſhould he tempted to imagine, from ſo 
excluſive an uſe of the gala itan, that the ſugar- 
cane does not grow on this iſland ; the inbabit- 
ants, however, cultivate that valuable plant; 
WE Fon have ſome in their gardens, 

£ but 
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but they content themſelves with enjoying their 
juice which they expreſs by maſtication. 
: Beſides the property which this beautiful palm 
poſſeſſes of yielding an agreeable and wholeſome 
liquor, the pctioles of the leaves are furniſhed 
near their baſe with filaments, of which the na- 
tives make very good ropes. From the ſhape 
and blackneſs of theſe filaments, they would, at 
| firſt fight, be taken for horſe-hairs, although 
they are almoſſ twice as thick. The young 
fruits, preſerved with ſugar, make an excellent 
ſweetmeat, 7 

Some of the earth having fallen down near 
the foot of the hills, expoſed to view a hard 
ſtcatite, of, a bright gray, which korn their 
baſe. 
2 In an excurſion which 1 made to the ſouth. 
eaſt, on the 22d, 1 found ſeveral rocks of very 
foft /chiftus of a light gray colour, and, near at 
hand, ſome very hard aſbetos. ' © © oY 

It might naturally be ſuppoſedʒ that in an 
iſland ſo near the equator, the preſervation of 
the ſpecimens of natural hiſtory would be ſingu- 
| larly favoured by a quick defficcation, However, 
the ' contrary happened, and I was under the 
neceſſity of taking great pains not to loſe the 
fruit of my harveſt in botany. In fact, the air, 
in paſſing over the ſea, becomes charged with a 
great humidity, which is very prejudicial to pre- 

parations 
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parations of this ſort, and the heat of the climate 
very quickly deſtroys ſuch on” theſe” nal gy woe bs | 
imbibe it too long. 

On the 234d; we ſet out at four o'clock i in tlie 
morning. on an excurſion to the eaſtward. 
We were obliged ſeveral times to croſs tlie 
pretty rivulet known by the name of 'Vai-To- 
mon, which emptied itſelf into the ſea at a ſmall 
diſtance from the eaſt ſide of the town: its hanks 
were covered with a great number of plants, 
among which were ſeen ſeveral ſpecies of juſiza. 
T remarked, on the ſurface of its waters, that 
Which is deſignated by the name of 2 e- 
nella: I admired the providence of Nature for 
the preſervation of this vegetable: large tubereles 
of an oval form, and filled with air, are diſpoſetl 
along its ſtalk, in order to buoy up the plant: 
theſe veſicles differ little from thoſe with which 
"molt fimes are provided; only each veficle is Hefe 
compoſed of a great number of liſters; becadſsit 
was neceſſary to ſecure them againſt the deſtrud- 
tion, which would involve that of the part, 
when they happen to be rubbed by the diffetetit 
bodies that are carried away by the ſtream.” "eg | 
Notwithſtanding the ſhade of the neighbout- 
ing trees, the el gocarpus monogyins was covered, 
even down its lower branches, . with beautiful 
flowers elegantly crenated. i wet ſolitaty 18 
reſis 2 the thick foliage of which the ſity 
Y.&-* does 
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does not eaſily penetrate, we remarked with 
aſtoniſhment the brilliancy of the colours of ſe- 
veral ſpecies of paraſitical plants of the family 
af the orchis, for the moſt part adhering to the 
trunks of the biggeſt trees, In the more open 
ſpots, we ſaw riſing the tree. of the family of 
the araliæ, deſignated by the name of cuſſonia 
 thyr/iflora, whole large palmated leaves conſti- 
tuted the ornament of theſe woods, 

Among the great number of lizards engaged 
in the purſuit of inſects, I admired the nimble- 
neſs © of that which is called the flying lizard (dra 
volans, Linn.): it was during the greateſt heat 
of the day, that this pretty animal was darting 
with rapidity from branch to branch, extending 
two membranes, in the form of wings, by means 
of v which it ſupported itſelf from time to time in the 
air. Nature having denied it the muſcles neceſſary 
For flapping theſe - ſorts of wings, it can only 
ſpread them in order that they may counteract 
the rapidity of its fall. It gives itſelf, with its 
hind feet an impulſe, which, without preventing 
it from deſcending, ſometimes carries it ſeveral 
meters; for this purpoſe it raiſes itſelf to a height 
nearly equal to the diſtance of the point tq which 
it wiſhes to fly. 

On my return I wiſhed to cut ſome branches 

different plants, cultivated in a garden be- 


nog to one of the natives of the iſland; but 
| thoſe 
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thoſe who accompanied us apprized us of the 
danger to which they thought that I ſhould ex- 
poſe myſelf : they ſhewed me a ſmall ſhed, and re- 
peated ſeveral times, with an air of reſpe& min- 
gled with fear, the word mataz, before our inter- 
preter came to explain to. us, that by this term, 
which ſignifies a dead body, they meant to defig- 
pate the former poſſeſſor of this garden, who had 
been buried under the little ſhed that we ſaw. 
"Theſe inhabitants have a perſuaſion that the ſoul 
of the deceaſed wanders round thoſe places, 
watching to preſerve their produce for the preſent 
Proprietor they believe, that any other perſon 
who ſhould poſſeſs himſelf of it would die within 
the year. This opinion is ſo generally diffuſed, 
that it ſeldom happens that a native, in ſuch cir- 
cumſtances, ventures to touch the property of 
another; and the matai is a bugbear which al- 
moſt always ſecures the crop to the lawful po- 
ſeſſor. 
The Admiral went on board to muſter the 
ſhip” s companies; on this occaſion he gave ſeve - 
pal of them a fiep, 

My collections were now ſo numerous, and 
required ſo much attention, that I paſſed almoſt 
all the 24th in preparing them; but next dax 
Citizen Riche and I went up the river called Ba- 
tou Ganton, which diſcharges its waters into the” 
poaditcad to the weſtyard of the town. It. is 
confined 
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confined in a pretty deep bed which it has formed 
itſelf between hills often difficult to climb. We 
purpoſed to aſcend this river as high as pof- 
| fible, endeavouring to follow cloſely its banks; 
but their ſteepneſs made us reſolve to croſs the 
'water, which was ſeldom more than a demi- me- 
ter i in depth. 

We had ſcarcely p dec 1 few AX when 
we met a Dutch ſailor, who had deſerted from 
a large ſhip loaded with cloves, which was 
on the point of failing for Batavia. The dread 

of falling a victim to the contagious diforder, fo 
fatal to Europeans, when they remain there even 
for a ſhort time, had determined this unfortu- 
nate man to conceal himſelf in the woods un- 
til his ſhip had failed. We pitied his lot, little 
foreſecing that the abode which he ſo much 
dreaded was reſerved to us for the termination of 
our expedition. 

On the banks of this river grew in abundance 
9 new ſpecies of begonia, remarkable for the di. 
minutiveneſs of all its parts... - > 
A A beautiful granite of a fine grain nel the 
baſe of theſe hills: quartz, which is generally 
whitiſh,” we found here ſometimes coloured by 
green ſteatite, and at other times by iron, which 
gave it the colour of ruſt. Mica was diſſemi- 
+ nated in a Pretty regular manner; ſchorl of a 

DN black 
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black colour was to be ſeen in rather ſmall i- 
"aa "ak 
Our guides availed themſelves of the opportu- 
nities, when we were collecting ſpecimens of na- 
tural hiſtory, to lay in a fiock of the ſpecies of 
cray-fiſh called cancer car ſinus, which is very 
plentiful in this ſmall river: their manner of 
catching it gave us a good idea of their dexterity. 
This cray-fiſh generally ſeeks its food in the 
cleareſt places; it paſſes over them ſlowly, but 
as ſoon as any perſon approaches, it runs away 
with extreme ſwiftneſs. Theſe natives had how- 
ever fallen on a method of taking great numbers 
of them; and it is by one of the eyes that they 
lay hold of them: for this purpoſe having faſtened 
to the end of a rod a horſe-hair, on which they 
made a running knot, they get the animal into 
their poſſeſſion, by paſſing in this xnot the fibre 
which ſerves as the baſe of the ſpherical part of 
the eye. When they miſſed their aim, the eray- 
fiſh ſeldom failed to return, and in the end al- 
moſt conſtantly allowed itſelf to be taken. 
© Having in à ſhort time expended all our pro- 
viſions, we were in hopes to be able to purchaſe 
from the natives as much as would laſt us during 
the'reſt of the day. It was now three o'clock in 
the afternoon, and we proceeded with confi- 
dence to a ſmall houſe near the bank of the ri- 
ver; but, what was our aſtoniſhment when, on 
5E, 2 aſking 
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aſking for any thing, we had no other anſwer 
than trada; and it was the miſtreſs of this little 
habitation who thus expreſſed her having no- 
thing that we wiſhed for; we took good care to 
allure ber, that we ſhould pay punctually for 
every thing with which ſhe ſhould furniſh us, 
We were the more aſtoniſhed at this pretended 
ſcarcity, as the appearance of theſe inhabitants 
beſpoke abundance. I learnt in the ſequel, 
that theſe peaceable-natives have not always rea- 
fon to congratulate themfelyes on the proceed- 
ings of the Europeans, who are the zaaſters in 
- their iſland. They conſidered themſclves juſti- 
fied in not truſting to our promiſes: however, 
ſome glaſſes of arrack, and a few articles of. hard- 
ware, which we opportunely diſtributed among 
them, procured us their confidence. 

They invited us to fit down under the fhed 
formed by a continuation of the roof af the 
houſe: the cray-fiſhes of the little river were ſet 
before us in profuſion. They waſled for us 
| ſweet potatoes and yams, and our beverage was the 
Aightly fermented wine of the ago palm. This 
liquor, which when newly extracted from the 
tree is called /agouer moudg and ar. faguero mouda, | 
is much more agreeable thag cocoa-nut juice. 
The young girl, who took the trouble of pre- 
paring our repaſt, joined to a very agreeable face, 
and a harming perſon, an 1 
ad 
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added much to the intereſt ſhe inſpired: as ſoon 
as ſhe had brought us ſome fruit, ſhe went im- 
mediately and ſat down behind her mother, and 
thence only ſhe caſt ſome looks at us, to ſatisfy 
her curiofity. 

We found the pureft gratification in this 
frugal repaſt : our reflections on the life of a 
perſon who undertakes long voyages, added 
ſtill to the idea which we formed of the happi- 
_ neſs of theſe iſlanders, whoſe wants Nature has 
ſupplied with fo liberal a hand. 

The conſtruction of their houſes is ad to 
the fineneſs of the climate, and their lightneſs 
makes it neceſſary to dig only as far as the rock 
in order to lay the foundations. + 

As they never experience a ſevere ſcafon, the | 
| walls are fo conſtructed as to leave a free paſſage 
to the air: theſe confiſt of paliſades, generally 
formed of the ſtems of bamboo, placed very cloſe. 
to each other. 

Out hoſteſs's houſe, which ſtood on a ſpot of 
ground four meters long and three wide, inſtead 
of bamboos, had its ſides formed of the petioles 
of ſago-palm leaves, which though placed very 
near one another, nevertheleſs left ſome inter- 
ſtices, by which the external air had a free ac- 
ceſs into the habitation. | 

"Theſe petioles, although extremely light, are 
very ſolid, as they are covered with à very bard 
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bark. The inſide of them is filled with a fun- 
gous ſubſtance, which the inhabitants uſe by way 
of cork. All this dwelling had been built of 
the ſago palm, even to the roof, the ridge of 
which, raiſed about three meters, was covered 
with the leaflets: of this valuable tree; they had 
been bent and fixed upon a long ſtick, and in 
this manner formed rectangles, often all the 
length of the houſe, by two decimeters in breadth: 

being placed tile-faſhion over each other, they 
were impervious to the heavieſt rains. 

The two ſides of this roof were inclined about 
forty-five degrees, and part of it formed, towards 
the entrance of the houſe, a ſmall ſhed or porch, 
intended as a cool retreat. Here alſo was pre- 
pared their food ; for the want of a chimney 
would haye rendered the houſe uninhabitable, 
had a fire been lighted in the inſide. 

I was ſurpriſed to ſee theſe people, who are fo 
ſond of eaſe, lie on a ſort of lattice of ſticks, 
placed at the, diſtance of a_demi-decimeter from 
each other. This bed was very hard, notwith- 
ſtanding the mats that covered it, but they there 
enjoyed the freſhneſs of the air, which circu- 
lated freely through the interſtices. It was raiſcd 
about a demi-meter above the ground : under it 
were depoſited a part of the houſehold utenſils, 
which conſiſted of three earthen pots, of the manu- 


ſacture of the country, intended for dreſſing their 
65 £0 nat 002, 
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food, a ſew bottles of a priſmatic ſhape, which 
they had purchaſed from Europeans, and ſome 
ſpoons formed out of the large ſhells that are 
common at Amboyna. Among theſe ſhells I 
diſtinguiſhed, various ſpecies of nautili, often, the 
mother-of-pear| nautilus, and alſo a ſpecies SPA 
by the name of pinna rudis, | 


I obſerved alſo under this bed, a pickaxe, and. | 


a large knife in the ſhape of a butcher's cleaver, 


and which, in the Malay language, is called. 
Pillau: theſe two inſtruments had been procured 


from Europeans. 


From the mildneſs of the climate, the es | 


ants require little clothing; and indeed theic 
wardrobe confiſts of a garment, barely neceſſary 
to conceal what decency does not permit to be 
expoſed. 


A pair of drawers, which generally come. . 


| lower than the middle of the thigh, or a piece of. 
blue cloth faſtened round the loins, i is the only. 
clothing of the men employed in agriculture. . . 

The dreſs of the women is of courſe more ex- 
penſive: they wear a ſort of chemiſe of the ſame 
kind of cloth, which reaches to, the middle of their 
leg, and is faſtened by a girdle round their 
waiſt. 


young girl, having diſappeared for a moment, 


came back to offer us ſome fragrant flowers: 
a thread 


Our preſents bad excited their gratitude. The | 


ve, 


Cd 
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4 thread was wanting to tie them into noſegays: 
we were witneffes to the quicknefs with which 
the natives contrive to procure threads from the 
baſtard aloe, called agave vivipara. The maſ- 
ter of the houfe went immediately and cut a 
branch of this plant, and refting it on his 
thigh in order to ſcrape it with his large knife, 
and take off its pulp, he obtained from it a faſ- 
cicle of threads as fong as the leaf and as ſtrong 
as thoſe of our beſt hemp. 

On our return we met a' ſlave whoſe 1 0 
tude excited our curioſity; it was to no pur- 
poſe that we aſked him how old he was, he 
could not ſatisfy us, for he knew nothing of his 
age: it appeared to us ſurpriſing that he ſhould 
not Khow the number of years that he had paſſed 
in ſlavery. 

On the ayth [ went up the roadficad i in a canoe 
with a double outrigger. Some of our ſportſmen 
took this opportunity of proceeding quickly to 
the eaſtward of the town, and joined our party. 
We followed the right hand ſhore of the road, 


at a ſmall diſtance from the coaſt: the water 


was ſo limpid that we could ſee, at the depth of 
three or four fathoms, a white bottom compoſed 
of madrepore, on which we perſedlly diſtin- 
guiſhed a ſpecies of ray remarkable for large cir- 
- cular ſpots of a light azure blue, and ſeveral 
ather fiſhes of the moſt brilliant colours. Among 

our 
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dur paddlers we had a Papua, or New Guinea 
man, who had the dexterity to ſtrike ſeveral. 
Standing at the fore-part of the canoe, and hold- 
ing in his hand a dart of bamboo armed with an 
iron point, he threw it with force as ſoon as he 
perceived any fiſh; the dart, by reaſon of its 
lightne(s, immediately roſe up from the water in 
the ſame direction, ſo that after having pene> 
trated to a great depth it came back to the Pa- 
pua man; who rarely failed to lay hold of it 
again, although we ſtill kept going on. 
When we had got three Kilometers from thie 
town, we' admired the charming fituation of a 
country-houſe belonging to the Governor, at the 
foot of the mountains, the chain of which ter- 
minates by a gentle declivity, at no great di- 
tance from the roadſtead. 

A ſmall houſe, inhabited by natives, erected 
half way from the coaſt, - and ſurrounded by 
_ clove and plantain trees, added in no ſmall de- 
| n beauty of the landſcape. 
The bottom had become exceedingly ſhoat; 
and although our canoe drew ſcarcely more than 
two decimeters of water, we were nevertheleſs 
_ obliged to keep farther r 
to avoid touching on the rock. 
Aſter having paſſed ſome bp bsvend we 
—— mytiameter from the town on 
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which gave us as many cocoa-nuts as we defired. 
We bad with us ſome ſeamen, who finding this 
Htquor much too ſweet, mixed with it brandy 
enough to pleaſe their taſte, and we ſaw with 
pleaſure that our hoſt did not diſlike this be- 
verage. After breakfaſt 'every one followed his 
own ' inclination. © The” rendezvous had been 
fixed. at the place where ws had juſt landed. 
For my part, I determined to attack the caſtern 
mountains. I followed a path very much fre- 
quented by the natives, and leſt it to penetrate 
into the woods, whenever any glades — 
w entrance. 264725 wilt bombe 
The earth having fallen eee 
places, left the rock expoſed to view, and I per- 
bveived that a very hard ſund · ſtone formed the 
baſe of theſe mountains. I had alſo obſerved 
the fame ſort of ———ů— — 
ſtead along which we had juſt ranged. 
1 ſoon gathered a very fine ſpecies a 
pound flower of the cony/a- genus, remarkable, 
Ike Wend ppebies of malhfome, fan three ptin- 
cipal nerves on each leaf: it has ſo much the 
Mart of plants of this loſt genus, hat I ſhould 
bave been inclined to conſider nr ray: claſs, | 
had J not ſeen its flower, : 
+ The phalanger, of: Buffon (didelphirionientol, 
ws 1 ee ee theſe mountains: 1 
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met with ſeveral which paſſed” within alittle 
diſtance of me, flying with velotit r.. 
When I had aſcended to about three hundred 
meters of perpendicular edevition; I obſerved a 
total change in the nature of tlie fil. Strata of 
calcareous ſtones, of great purity, and” perfectly 
white, crowtied- theſe heights, - which then af 
reg ry gs « Freebie of 10ktabſy 
level ground. 

1 — ee ee ta 

boo paliſades, which -wis extremely well culti- 
vated, although at a great diſtance from any ha- 
bitation: I could peteeive no poſſible means of 
watering it, and yet vegetation was there very vi- 
gordus, ſo great was the humidity of the atmo- 
ſpheric- air in theſe elevated ſpots. .' Vaſt ſquare 
plots- of ground were employed in the culture 
of a ſpecies of pimento called cupfirum | gr aum, 
_ which the iſlanders conſutne in great quantities. 
A ſmall ſhed, erected on the weſt ſide of the 
garden, offered us a ſhelter; under it my 
guides, who were dying with thirſt, found ſome 
very good water in long bamboos, which [imagined 
were intended for a very different (purpoſe: this 
water had been brought ſrom the foot of the 
mountain, cp e e ns þ arm 
beewour own.” | > &! | 
„ Although —— dots aun 105 it 
| = their head to kindle a fire: I was far from 
2 2 fore- 
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| foreſeeing the deſign of theſe iſlanders, who, Ike 
the moſt ſavage people, take a pleaſure in burning 
the dry herbs which they find in the glades. Pre- 
ſently one of my guides had the imprudence to 
ſet on fire a large buſh. The air at that timo 
Was quite ſtill; but a light wind, which ſprang 
np a ſhort time aſter, carried the flames to the 
garden, and I had the mortification to ſee a part 
of the paliſade ſurrounding it conſumed, nt 
being able to ſtop the progreſs of the fire, 

The manner in which the natives of this 
country procure fire, well - deſerves to be de- 
tcybed;. it is not ſo expeditious as a good flint 
and ſteel, but they have the advantage of find- 


5 ing almoſt every where the ſubſtance which pro- 


_ own it, for all they want is a bit of bamboo. 
This is their method: they ſplit into two equal 
e of bamboo a demi - metet long in 
one of theſe pieces they make a longitudinal ſlit, 
and ſhape the other to, a ſharp edge, leaving it 
only ſour centimeters in width. They put ſome 
of the ſcrapings of the ſame wood-in the hollow. 
and underneath the ſlit of the largeſt piece, which 
they place in a horizontal poſition, with the 
convex; part uppermoſt z theꝝ then introduce the 
other piece into the middle of the ſlit, where 
they have made a notch to receive it, and preſſing 
it ſtrongly they cauſe it es ea a 
. av x obo of bo dont Wb, 
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faw, when'i in leſs than a minute the ape 
take fire. * 

The loſtieſt tree of the foreſt which 3 : 
theſe heights was the canarium comme.” I ſaw 
with aſtoniſhment that the ealeateous ſtone was 
perfeclly bare at the foot of [theſe great woods, | 
and that the remains of decayed-trees' had not 
yet covered this foil with a bed of mould: it was! 
only to be ſeen in the cleſts of the ſtones that 
were ſplit by the weather. Theſe ſtones reſom- 
bled vaſt level ſpaces of the ſame nature as thoſo- 
which I had repeatedly met with in our Alps. 
The numerous cavities which were there formed; 
ſeerned to announce that the rains had carried: 
away the moſt ſoluble Part. 
Being driven from this ſpot by the ſmoke. or 
the fire, which was ſpreading, I procteded to- 
wards the ſouth- eaſt, where 1 ſbund in the mid-! 
dle of the woods a number of then, of 
the Malays (cynometru cauliflora, Linti.) These 
trees are here cultivated in the garden for their 
fruit, F 
of a rather tart, yet good appfle. * 

Aſter having followed the bankb of Salk the | 
waters of which diſcharge themſelves pretty near 
the places where we had landed in the morning: 
curiofity induced” me to viſit 'a houſe ſituated 
near the ſea: ſuore. I found there an old man, 
who, * the cuſtom of theſe iſlanders, 
e 23 wore 
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ware a lang beard; be was, employed in cooking 
in a large earthen veſſel ſome whelks which he 
had. juſt picked up at low water, at the foot of 
the mangroves near, his dwelling. This reſpect- 
able, old, man, far; from being ſurpriſed at my 
viſit. ny ted me to partake of his nc paſt. A long 
priekle detached! from the petiole. of a ſago · palm 
leaf was immediately preinnted to me, and I fol- 
lowed-the example of my hoſt in making uſe of 
| it o take out of the ſhell: the fleſh of the whelks, 
which be hadsprefentcd'ts me on à plantain-leaf. 
„Abe :belpmate; of this öld man joincd him 
ſhortlycafier,' and I ſhould bave been very mach 
ſarpriſed at le prodigious difference of age be- 
tween them, had T not been aware, that theſe 
iflanders place their bappineſ i marrying very 
yaung girls. IT beirx countenance becomes pecu- 
lidrly: animated; whichever! they ſpeak of à young 
woman (in Malay paranponang thanda ) ;/'anid on 
the other hand, it is really laughable to fee 
the horrible gtimaces which diftort all their fea- 

tares han they talk airy vn wonnen. 1 
Ne e this WY enn 
ſanſiblo how. very unwholeſome it was to live ſo 
near the mangroves; where! the ſtagnant waters 
might qecaſian him dangerous diforders. It was 


to no parpoſe that Þ endes vouted to perhiade 
Him ta id anctber bouſs on a. more clovae 
STOW 7 1 | ſpot 2 
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ſpot :. all the anſwer, he made was, that the feay 
fide Supplied hin wich bi 


The pa palm grew in the middle of elf 
marſhes: > RETRO ga 87 ufed 2 4 o- 
vering bouſes. 

The e _ A latkined: at * 
rendezvous. We were all extremely thirſty, and 
hoped to procure ſome cocoa- nuts with as much 
facility: as on our arrival in then morning at the 
ſame place; but the proprietor of the garden was 
abſent, and there was no perſon; in the houſe 
dut his wife. In vain did we ebfreati Jen; to. ſell 
- us: ſome eocoa-nots; offering fo make one of our 
guides climb up the neighbouring trees to gather 
them; ſhe told us ſhe. was not at liberty. to. ſell 
us any; befides; none of our guides would ven- 
ture to aſcend theſe trees in the abſence of the 
maſter of the houſe, and had he not arrived we 
ſhould tiave got no cocoa- nuts; fon he had plabed 
at the foot of the trees a mates, for which our 
guides ſhewed as much reſpect as ſor the other 
which 1 before inentioned: like the former, it 
was in the ſhape of a ſhed cov fred by a roof, about 
two thirds of d meter high, thatohed with leaves 

of the nina palm: this ſhed was ſupported by 
four bamboo youu a demi-meter diſtant from 
n or 697.54 I Sr att.o] 

dar tho Middle ur the roof was: ſuſpended a 


Hal of bamboo, about'/two\decitheters long, 
, S 4. + *: 8 
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faſtened to a cord, und covered with half a co- 
coa- nut. In this was contained, as I was in: 
formed, ſome property belonging to the deceaſed 
who was” buried under the little ſhed. I was 
given to underſtand that it was forbidden to 
touch it, and I gomplied with their wiſhes; not 
chooſing to act contrary to the cuſtoms of * 
„„ ̃Ü AU 
I be ſun was near ſotting when we * into the 
canoe to proceed to the town; our Papua man 
gave us again freſhproofs of his dexterity ; while we 
were paddling along he ſtruck with his harpoon 
nn gs It nne, 
back. Li wa add gu dm 2564 

| Almoſt thewhole of the 28th was employed in 
preparing and- r . 
the day before. 911 | $273! s o 

I had found in this excurſion the- pretty lizard 
called /acerta Amboinenſss'y» Þ' obſerved! that it 
changed its colour like the cameleon; its moſt 
ordinary colour was green; and it frequently 
turned to a dark brown. Although this lizard 
runs faſt, it was eaſily caught, ſar it ſuffered it- 
ſelt to be approached near enough to ſeize it by 
the extremity e e ts UI 
dinary length. * ce ft 

In the evening I * to the ſea-kides/t0 
examine the uh that are there to 
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till dark. I ſaw ſeveral fiſhermen in their ca- 
noes, at a little diſtance. from, the ſhore, ha 

were availing themſelves of the darkneſs of tho 
night to attract the fiſh, by means of fires 
lighted near the ſurſace of the water. Some 
bits of wood, placed on the croſs · pieces of the 
double outrigger of the canoes, were burning; 
which produced a very lively flame. One of the 
fiſhermen kept up the fire, and carefully prey 
vented-it from catching the croſs- pieces of the 
outrigger, which he could eafily do by letting 
fall into the water any of. the bits of wood that 
could communicate the flame: in the mean time 
the others were occupied in encompaſſing in 
their nets, the fiſh, which were attracted from a 
great diſtance by this dazaling light; and we were 
ſoon convinced that theſe unden were * 
dexterous fiſhermen. „ 

On the-2gth we ſet rh ox in the . mon- 
ing, to proceed to the other fide of the roadſtead. 
We had to go by water about fix kilometers, 
and this was a dangerous trip in a canoe, the 

gutriggers of which were not ſufficiently ſtrong 
to make it preſerye..its balance when ſo heavily 
laden. We were very anxious to ſee the places 
Which we had not yet viſited, and we embarked 
without being aware of all the danger of our en- 
terpriſe; but we preſently found that one of the 
Err erg 
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as any one of us moved in the leaſt, and but for 
the greateſt precautions we ſhould have overſet. If 
this accident had happened to us near the mid- 
die of the roadſtend, it would, with the rapidity 
of the currents, have been difficult for the moſt | 
dexterous ſwimmers to have regained the ſhore. 
The danger dimitmſhed as we approached the 
pace where we were to land: but what afto- 
mihed us greatly was the tmpridence of a fer- 
yvaht' belonging to the Eſperance, who, although 
de could not ſwim, and was pretty certain of 
being drowned if we overſet, oecaſioned our ca- 
noe ſoveral times 103616 Xs equiidibeluttn; 
At length we artived?” The ſxirts of the beach 
were covered withᷣ the thrub called cola lobetia. 
It thrives on the ſea- ſhore, and T had n 
fonhd it in that fitvation in New treland. 4 
+ The ſea, at high water, came and waſhed the 
_ foot of the very beautiſtil thee,” whoſe deno- 
mination of herifiera recalls to mind the name of 
one of the moſt an botaniſts, Citizen Tell. 
_ ther.” 
8 Tii'adviinciig/to the behwudh Tfound on the 
bench among the ſtones rounde# By nttrition 
Torts lava, which d d was yet 
tov heavy to float. As I never temutked in the 
Taterivr of "the Mani any fiance that lad under- 
gone the action of fire, it is to be tkret 
theſe have” been as; 


or LA Of. 347 


beaker ih ns testi explofion. have 
agitated; for earthquakes ate frequent in theſe 
ſeas, and the inhabitants ſtill ſpoke to us with 
terror of one, which, twelve years before our ar- 
rival in the iſland, cauſed there the greateſt ra- 
vages ; the houſes were uninhabitable W 
days, and even ſome of them fell in. 

In the iftand of Banda, which is at a lde d 
tance to the eaſtward n _ — 
open volcanbo. IR 
At Karuku, a fmall iſland's pad, 
Amboyna, and alſo to the caftward; there are to 
be met with ſprings, the heat of which is ſd great, 
that, according to the account of ſeveral Euro- 
peans, they boi an egg hard in five ininutes. 
The burning vapour that iſſues from theſe wa- 
ters is not prejudicial to the trees which are con- 
tinually waſhed by it: they diſplay, on the con 
trary, a very vigorous vegetation. 

The ſmall" fMand of Karuku is chiefly devoted 
io the culture” of the clove-tree. | 

* I found in the gardens cultivated by min 


tives, a few-nutieg-trees,” the largeft of which 


did not exceed ſeven meters in height, their tronk 


not being more than two thirds of a decimeter in 
thickneſs: They were already ſhewing a great 
deal of fruit. The nutmeg delights in the ſhade 
| of the large thees; theſe were ſheltered by the 
 canarium conmine. It is alſo the ſame tree that 
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ſerves' them as a ſhelter in the iſland of Banda, 
which is eee, eee their culture 
by the Nutch. 

The council of he Dutch Ealt- India Com- 
pany, which reſides at Batavia, finding that the 
produce: of the nutmeg · trees of Banda was ſuf- 
ficient for exportation, and wiſhing, beſides, to 
ſuppreſs all contraband trade in this valuable 
commodity, ordered, a few years previous to 
_ our arrival at Amboyna, all the nutmeg: trees 
that grew there to be deſtroyed. This order was 
executed, and very few eſcaped i but 2 hurricane 
which happened in the ſame year deranged all 
theſe calculations founded on cypidity; it effected 
at Banda what the council had Wenne be 
executed at Amboyna. | [ 

Orders were then given by the: 1 et 

to, try to repair the miſchief hic they had done. 
at Amboyna. They wiſhed to re- eſtabliſh at 
this place the culture of the nutmeg tree; ac- 
cordingly, thoſe which are there met with along 
the ſhores, of the ruadſtead are ſtill very young; 
yet I remarked, in ſeveral gardens in the town, 
and oppoſite the houſe, of the. commandant of 
the ſort, ſome much, larger, which eſcaped the 
deſſructi ce dd ed. 5 ener of 
e | 

We found the beautiful. — called "wo 

culilgban, Which naue * diſtillation, an aro- 
| 1 matic 


— 


* | 
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matic oil that is in high” requeſt: the natives 
know how to extract this valuable oil, of which 
they make an article of commerce. | | 

The largeft clove-trees that we ſay m this 
excurſion were not above ſeven meters in height, 
and their trunk was not more than two deci- 
meters in thickneſs. The natives are obliged to 
deliver the produce of them to the Dutch Baſt- 

India Company for about the hundred and fif- 
ticth part of the price at which it is ſold in 
Europe. We ſſaw a great many which they had 
ſpread on mats in the ſhade of their ſneds, in 
order to dry them properly before they delivered 
them to the Company's agents. The natives 
took good care not to expoſe them to the rays 
of the ſun, which would have taken away part 
of the eſſential oil of this excellent aromatic. 
Being on the ſea-ſhore, I heard ſome wind- 
inſtruments, the harmony of which, though 
ſometimes very correct, was intermixed with diſ- 
cordant notes that were by no means unpleaſing: 
theſe: ſounds; which were very muſical, and 
a diſtance, that I for ſome time ĩmagined the 
natives were baving a concert beyond the road - 
Head; near a myriameter from the ſpot here I 
ſtood... My ear was greatly deceived reſpecting 
the diſtance4/for:1 was: not a hundred meters | 
from the inſtrument : it was a bamboo at leaſt 
| | twenty 
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twenty meters in height, which had been fixed 
in a vertical ſituation by the ſea- ſide. I re- 
marked between each knot a flit about three 
centimeters long by a centimeter and a half 
wide; theſe ſlits formed ſo many holes, which, 
when the wind introduced itſelf into them, 
gave agreeable and diverſified ſounds. As the 
knots of this long bamboo were very numerous, 
care had been taken to make holes in different 
rections, in otder that, on whatever ſide the 
wind blew, it might always meet with ſome of 
them. I cannot convey a better idea of the 
wunds of this inſtrument, than by r 
mem to thoſe of the harmonica. 
I The trial that we had made of our canoe in 
crofling the roadfiead, had cautioned us to trim 
n better on our return; the outriggers were 
ſtrengthened, and we paddled towards the town 
without any apprehenſion of being drowned. _ . 
I employed a few hours in the courſe of the 
day of the rt of: October in viſiting the Gover- 
nor's cabinet of natural hiſtory, in which I ad- 
mixed a numerous collection of beautiful batter- 
lies in perſect preſervation. I remarked among 
them a great many double ones extremely un- 
common: a large box was entirely filled with 
the beautiful ſperies called papilio agamennon. | 
alfo ſaw in lis: cabinet a fine choice of ſhells, 
Tf acting 2 en 27 edit tas 
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among which were upwards. of twenty ſerew- 
ſhells (turbo ſcalaris, Linn.). 

The ſecretary of the council bad likewiſe great 
collections of this kind. A taſte for collecting 
ſpecimens. of natural hiftory is pretty general 
among the Dutch; they employ it as a powerſul 
motive of procuring advandement, by preſenting 
them opportunely to perſons who have intereſt _ 
in the council of Batavia, or in Europe. 

Captain Huon obtained a. great many rare 
ſhells from the ſecretary of the council; among 
others, one of the rareſt and moſt valuable, the 
glaſſy nautilus, which that. officer has, by his 
wilt, nnn 
tory of Paris. | 
The next day, the ad, we proceeded towards 
the entrance of, the road, following the coaſt in 
the canoe . we were nnn 
uſe of.. / 

At the F 
great, ſtrength, produced a current which was 
particularly rapid. near the middle of the road. 
Notwithſtanding the {kilfalneſs of our paddlers, 
we ſhould have gained nothing in ſtruggling 
againſt. ſuch an obſtacle; as its ſtrength was 
greatly diminiſhed near the ſhare, we approached 
the beach as near as we poſſibly could; the ſmall 
draught of water of our canoe . us to do 


mou much facility. 


'1 fully 
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I fully looked for a great diminution of the 
current near the ſhote, but I ſhould not have 
expected to find it ſo conſiderable. The principal 
cauſe appears to me to depend on the adherence 
of the water in proportion to its proximity to the 
land; while farther” off, the ſea being much 
deeper, the upper body of water, which forms 
the current, ſliding eafily over the lower body, 
the friction is materially diminiſhed. 

When the current is very rapid near the middle 

| or the road, there is frequently none on the 
ſhore; ſometimes even it there follows a con- 
trary direction, which may be attributed to the 
different pomrits' of land which Aretch out into 
the ſea. 
We remarked in a' bight, on the f ſkirts of a 
fandy beach, ſome places for catching fiſh, 
formed by an encloſure of bamboos, ſufficiently 
cloſe to each other to prevent the fiſhes from 
eſcaping. The opening by which they entered 
It was dry at low water, fo that thoſe which 
were brought by the flood could not get out 
when the tide had a little fallen. Befides, the 
fiſhes, which commonly live in "dbep water, ad- 
vance towards the head of this'ehcloſure, here 
the ſea, at low water, is fill half a fathom in depth. 
This refervoir afforded fiſh eaſy to be caught, 
and it was not man alone that came here to fiſh; 


for 1 perceived ſeveral ſpeties of herons. Our 
preſence | 
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preſence had made a few of them fly away; but 
ſeveral others fill remained with their long 
claws deeply buried in the water, and were 
waiting patiently for ſome fiſh to come near 
enough for them to ſeize it. Theſe teſervoirs 
are alſo very much frequented by kirigfiſhers; 
ſome of theſe were perched on the bamboos, and 
we- ſaw them from time to time dart at fiſhes, 
which furniſti them an abundance of food. 

We preſently came to a point of land which 
advanced ſufficiently into the roadſtead to have 
determined the Dutch to erect here a redoubt. 
It was at this time abandoned, as well as another 
which we perceived on the oppoſite ſhore, and 
nearer the entrance of the road. We landed at 
a little diſtance from this firſt redoubt, and 
thence we proceeded to the country-houſe of 
M. Hoffman, the head ſurgeon to the hoſpital, 
with whom we were on terms of 'intimacy. ' 
Aſter having made a haſty breakfaſt, in which 
ſpices were ſet before us in ſuch profuſion as 
not to allow us to forget that we were at the 
Moluccas, I went to viſit the environs of this 
habitation, where, among a great number of 
other plants, ſome marſhy grounds preſented to 
my view the beautiful ſpecies of acanthus called 
aranthus N Linn. and in eg the acan- 
thus integrifolins. * OE 

De w 


/ 
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Mo efterwatds returned to the redoubt, which 
is not more than a hundred and fixty meters long 
by a hundred wide, and the form of which, 
towards the ſea, is ſemicircùlar; its walls are 
raiſed to the height of two meters, and pierced 
with ſourteen embraſures, in each of which is 
placed a gun; theſe walls, on the land fide, 
were not above a meter thick, while thoſe which 
faced the we were at eaſt double that 
thickness. 5 

Whilſt 1 was. on > ſhore, Citizen, Aae ende 
our paddlers dive, and they often brought up 
ſome very valuable marine productions. The 
rad of Amboyna abounds with beautiful ſhells, 
which at is ahcotamen to meet with eHewhere ; 
the moſt brittle, being ſheltered from the motion 
od the ſca in eee eee 
found in perſect prefervation.. - 

e 
guides he was the moſt dexterous diver, he was 
alſo the gayeſt fellow. His truly burteſque humour 
highly diverted his companions ; he played dif- 
ſerent ſcraps of comedy, which be told us af- 
forded the greateſt delight to the Papuas: one 
of thoſe which. he repeated the moſt frequently, 
becauſe he was ſure of general applauſe, repre- 
ſented a woman who came and lay in on the ſtage. 
He availed himſelf of the time, when we were 
© ff \ 4+ f | 4 2 making 
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mokidg our meal to regale us with the choiceſt 


rr 
with critical exactneſs. 


Some of tho jnbabitants. of e Sench Sen alte 
perform — Captain Gook mentions 


eth ee ae neee eee 


Vhetea,; one of the Society Iſſandls ?. 

I took advantage of the good- humour of onr 
Papua man at this moment, to learn from him in 
what manner the Papuas went to work fo 
Aividle the umbilical cord: he informed. me, that 
hoy burnt it.atiarthird of a decumeter from the 


-navel;an operation which bas been practiſed by 


ſome European ſurgeons. "The Papuas make uſe 
of 2 well-lighted fixebrand for this purpoſe. - 

We again got into our cane to proceed far- 
Aber, Gill following the ſame ſhore. A few 


Sauiſhable by their beautiful ſcarlet Bowers. © - 
On abe declivity of the ſand · lone rocks which 

formed the ſteep banks of the neighbouring 
Morte, "roſe ſome plants: of vaccua {pandayus ofc- 
uit, Linn.), which overhanging the ſra, 
guve to theſe places a very pictureſque aſpecti; 
tbe large | ſpherical fruits hiah were ſuſpemded 
mt; tHe. extremity of their branches augmented 

1 the Society Iſlands this ſort of comedy is called M- 


Hill} "Harramy, which Egniffes the Child is coming. For 
Quin Cook's account of it fee tis * 


Ns. T. 
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Heir natural Nope towards the waves. Several 
Fruits arrived at ny REY covered their 
ſurface. 
©*"Thefe enchanting ſpots gave us ed to bo- 
gratulate ourſelves on our excurſion. After hav- 
ing ſpent ſome time in them, we returned to our 
canoe to . — eee eg > of 
1 roadſtead. 10 nere 

A charming Gtuation” 10 the vicinity of a 
| Shak occupied by ſome natives, determined 
zus to land on the beach. The maſter of the 
houſe was abſent; but we ſound in this peaceful 
abode a young mother of a family, who, ſur- 
rounded by her children, was amufing them 
very much by accompanying her agreeable voice 
with a ſtringed inſtrument of an extremely 
fimple kind; it was a ſtump of bamboo a deci- 
. meter and a half long, covered at one of its ends 
with a piece of parchment like a drum; three 
laments of rattan bark fixed to the two extre- 
mities of the cylinder, and each extended by a 
bridge, formed the ſtrings of this inſtrumont, 
which was placed acraſs her knees. The two 
_ fartheſt ſlximgs produced an octave, and the 
middle ſtring produced à fiſth, with the moſt 
diſtant once. A circle, a centimeter in height at 
each extremity, - ſerved to ſupport other ſtrings, 
=—F were. intended to render the inſtrument 


e theſe EP were- ſtretched 
ä mee 


* . 
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more or leis by means of a brace which confiüed' 
them two by two, and which was ſlid up aud 
down at pſeaſure throughout their whole length, 
like thoſe of our drums. A ſmall ſlip of bamboo 
bark ſerved to make the [ſtrings vibrate, which 
were elevated by the bridges. The accompani- 
ment, although very monotonous, ſcemed to af 
ford inſi nite pleaſure to out guides, een 
was accuſtomed to that kind of muſic! / 
This habitation” was ſurrounded! decor 
wien cine very forward: ghowth; and yet nowan - 
fall bearing; although at Amboyna people are 
not in 2geheral vety fond ol cultivating tliem. 
The environs formed à fine orchard, wbere we 
could not ſufficiently admire the brilliant flowers 
of the eugenia Malaccienfis; we there remarked the 
averrhoa.carambola, the ſruit of which we reliſhed 
very much from its agreeable acidity. x. 
Phe ſkirts of the ſhore were embelliſbed by 
an extenſive plantation of the ſpecies of tree 
called  2/chynomene © grandiflora; its flower, the 
largeſt of that of any of the leguminous plants, 
is commonly of a beautiful white, and alſo ſome- 
times of 4” red colour. The natives often eat it 
ond, and occafionally even raw as a falad;- 
The bark of this tree yields a bitter extract, 
which is adminiſtered as a tonio in fever. 
The day wüs drawing near a cloſe; the-tide 
ene againſt us, we were obliged to keep very 
cloſe 
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cloſe atong-the ſhore, and it was dart 3 
got back t6 the town. 1 n 0 tes 

On the gd, 46 pon 40 J had diſpoſtd, in the 
fitteſt manner, oſ the produce of my daſt excut- 
ſions, I went a ſhort diftance to the ſouſh- caſ 
of the town; I ſtill found ſame plants td add to 
my collections. I ſam, on my return, à white 
negro ja Papua man by birth; he hdd light hair; bis 
ſkin was white, and marked with reddiſh freckles 
like thoſe of the Europeaba who: have red Hir; 
but he was bot e a8 4s ml the 
gaſe with other Albmwoess. 

This young Papua, —— Was 3 Dutchman! 0 
fare bad been a ſhort time at Amboyna. At 
the moment hen I came up te him he was o- 
copied i in playing on an inſtrument, which I was 
aſtoniſhed to ſee among thoſe. uſed by theſe 
people; it was a jew's barp made of bamboo, 
aud cut ont of the bardeſt, part of that od: 
it was not quite ſo large as the iron ones with 
which we are acquainted. As the middle piece 
eduld not be bent to make it vibrate with the 
finger, a ſmall ſtring fixed te one of the extre- 
mities of the inſtrument ſerved to give it the jar 
neceſſary for moving the middle piece, which 
then gare the ſame ſounds as the iton ſpring of 
our jew's harps. He told me that this inſtru- 
"what was much admired by the Papuas. 


2 din te fs deys forrged 5 plan of gbins 
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to the country-houſe of the coramandant of the 
fort, which was fituated towards the head of the 
roadſtead ; his ſon was to accompany us, 
Before daybreak on the 4th we were an foot, 
and it was ſcarcely five e in thommorning 
when we got into our canoes. 
It was not long before we arrived 8 
ſurrqunded by trees, which yielded a ſalutary 
ſhade in fo burning a climate; and theſe were 
not an unmeaning decoration to this delightful 
abode, for they almoſt all bore excallent fruit. 
Among the different annonæ which were offered 
us, the beſt were of the ſpecics known by the 
We again ficpped into our canoes a ſhort time 
after our arrival, and we were already near a 
myriameter from the town, when we. pailed a 
point of land beyond which the road tenet 8 
great way to the northward, | * 
A freſh breeze from the ſouth-eaſt retarded 
our progreſs, and drove againſt our tickliſh canoe 
a ſea which we found extremely troubleſame, 
At that moment a large boat, loaded with 
water, was coming out of this bight, where 
flows a river which furniſhes that article for the 
ſhipping. She was going on board of the Eſpé- 
range. Water is fetched from ſo great a diſ- 
tarice' only becauſe' it is much eaſier to be pro- 
HY HE _ cured 
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cured there than near the town, where, ene, 
very good water is to be hal. 
The current occaſioned by the ebb was con- 
trary to us; but our paddlers redoubled their ef- 
forts; and we at length landed near the eng of. 
ö this extenſive prolongation of the roadſtead. 
We walked for ſome time under the ſhade of 
the nutmeg - trees, which were here much more 
numerous than in all the other parts of the iſland 
that we had hitherto e "Thoſe were alſo 
young plants. We 
The ſon of the commandant of the fort had in 
this quarter a number of relations. We were 
very near the houſe of one of his coufins, who 
was a native of the iſland : here we were under 
the neceſſity of dining in the manner of the in- 
habitants : fiſh, ſago, bread, rice, and ſome fruit, 
compoſed-our repaſt. As no ſpoons were ſet be- 
fore us, we were obliged to imitate our hoſt by 
taking up the victuals with our fingers, and 
nevertheleſs we ate with a very good appetite. 
We all liked the ſago - bread pretty well. The 
fiſh was highly ſeaſoned with pimento; but a 
ſow. glaſſes hppa water e ee ee 
lence of its effects. 1. % | 
During our repaſt, we were mn minch with 
muſic.” A ſort of ſpinet ſerved as an aceompani- 
ment to a manꝭs voice; a drum formed the bals, 
and a baſs-drum the thorough baſs. a 
| After 
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Aſter dinner; our hoſt carried us in his canoe 
to the diſtance of a kilometer to the eaſtward: 
We there ſaw a man employed in extracting 
ſago from a palm. This tree, which was a demi - 
meter in thickneſs, had been recently felled; it 
was already open part of its length, which, in 
the whole, did not exceed twelve meters, and a 
great deal of ſago had been before extracted 
ſrom it: As this ſpecies of palm, like the other 
trees of the ſame family, preſerves neatly an 
equal diameter throughout, it furniſhes almoſt 
as much ſago in the upper part of its trunk as 
near its root. (A very exact repreſentation of 2 
young ſago - tree may be ſeen in Plate ALI. Fig. 
4.) Its trunk is formed externally of a very 
hard ligneous ſubſtance, which is not more than 
a centimeter in thickneſs. It is a large cylinder 
filled with a pith, which is eroſſed throughout 
the whole length of the trunk with ligneous 
fibres, about a third of a millimeter in ſtae, and 
often ſpread a demi-centimeter from each other, 
I) be ſago is pounded after it has been taken 


from the tree; it is then put into bags made of 4 I 


ſort of canvaſs, which the petioles of the cocoa- 
palm leaves furniſh near their baſe. On theſe 
bags. there is repeatedly thrown ſome very clear 
water, which carries through the ſubſtance of the 
pith, while this fort of fieve Gn retains its 


22 fibres. 
The 
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The water charged with the pith is received” 
into troughs formed of the lower part of the po- 
toles of the ſago - palm leaves. Theſe troughs 
arte a meter long. At the extremity of each is 
ned a fieve, which retains part of the pith that 
falls; and there remain floating 1— 
that have eſcaped the firſt waſhing. 

- This-fieve had alſb cott little trouble in the 
en was of the ſame nature as the 
other, and exhibited a web of croſſed fibres, 
which differed from that of our cloths by the 
woot being ſimply laid acroſs the warp through - 
bich ran from one layer to the other confined 
te warp and eee formed of them 

 aclofe ſubſtanee. A! PHO OTST + hs 

To remove 3 liars that art met 
With in the pith of the ſago, after it has been 
waſhed in the bags, it is again run into troughs, 
difpoſed commonly to the number of four, one 
above the other, in order that what has not ſet- 
tled in the firſt, may be received in 10 ſecond, 
and ſo on with the reſt. 

The texture of the Ae reed to 
be examined; accordingly-I cut a ſtump of it, in 
which T remarked a grain common to many other 
palms, as Citizen Desfontaines has ſo ably de- 
ſeribed in a memoir on-monocotyledonous plants. 


On the two following days I could: not go far 
from 
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ſtom the town, as it required my moſt aſſiduous 


attention to preſerve my numerous collections 


An intelligent aſũſtant would have ſaved each of 
the naturaliſts-.4 great deal of precious dme, 
which, might have eg ged. in a _ 
more advantigeous: manner. 5} 

But, on the 7th; it was ſcarcely daylight when 
nber, Wẽe croſſed it, pto- 
coeding towards its opening, and went on ſhore 

hear a redoubt, ſituated at the: diſtance of about 
_ #:niyriametet from the town. At this place the 
roadfidad was full fix kilometers wide; and; 
indeed; an enemy's ſhip had no more to ſeut 
fromm this baſtion, than from the other which I 
have already mentioned. Their conſtruction is 
exactly the ſame, only the one of which I am 
— CEOS 
roadſtead. 

0 Quite cloſe to this redoubt, e 


ed a little hamlet, which exhibited an appear- 


8 that announced — 
niſhes them with an | ha en and 


r 


dy well-cultivated gardens.  - 

„Goh of theid idlanders raiſed poultry;/inonder 
to carry them to the market of the town. We 
accepted OY of one of theſe- worthy 
_ 


villagers, 


o 
. WR — > ems —U— - — — — 
— — — —— - 
* — 
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villagers, who gen on "pegs with'new” 
an woos» 14 03 60 | 
' Moſt of the bins were” ſurrounded by: 
e meme which ILremarked the jatropha 
turrur, the plants of which grew) fo cloſe to- 
gether as to form good paliſades: its ſeeds have 
the taſte of a filbert, and are far from being diſ- 
agteeable. The natives cautioned us, that, al- 
though eaten even in ſmall quantities, they oc- 
bafidned a great drowſineſs; they were not 
awate that the narcotic quality of this fruit is 
ſrated in the part known to botaniſts by the 
name of the embryo. - I had the ſatisſaction of 
inſorming them, that, aſter taking this out, they 
might eat the kernel in perſect ſaſety . We pro- 
cceded into the interior of the country, where 
wie obſerved ſeveral plants of bira orbllam cul - 
tivated without much trouble. Hevſinaor 
When we arrived pretty nęar the entrance of 
the roadſtead, we perceived at à diſtance [ſevetal 
large canocs, which were working to wind ward, 
nin order to reach it, e f een were 
e rep t atv n 
Dur little canoe had reached the TfL IM 
Shi the flood occaſioned a cockling ſea, which 
was very troubleſome to the paddlers. We were 
under the neceſſity of waiting till it became 
ſmoother, before we could again take boat, to 
SEES Tr s | | | a go 


— 
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ce to theother fide of th road, en 
we had yet been. 

Me then for ſome EY kept cloſe ap the 
48 f in order to be able the more eaſily to ſtem 
the tide, and allow for the drift which the ſtrength 
of the current would occafion us to make. A great 
number of dolphins. (delphinus delphus), rapidly 
directing their courſe towards the head of the 
roadſtead, paſſed at fo ſmall a diſtance from us, 
as to excite in thoſe who could not ſwim the 
greateſt fear that the canoe would be overſet. 


3 a ſhort time we reached a ſmall habitation, 


fituated in one of the moſt delightful parts of the 
The fiſhermen from the oppoſite ſhore” had 
plentifully ſupplied us with fiſh, and one of our 


party propoſed to have it dreſſed in the manner 


of the inhabitants of the South Sea. Cocoa-nut 


juice was to ſerve as the principal ſeaſoning; he 


added pimento to this diſh, ſo greatly extolled by 
Captain Cook. We ſaw with pleaſure; that it 
was much reliſhed by our entertainers, to whom 


it was unknown; they had been eager to furniſh 
our guides with every thing necefſary for dreſſing | 


it in perfection. Our ſhipmate, who had given the 
directions for. the preparation of this admirable 
diſh; acquired the reputation of an excellent 


geen mea. who diverted. us. 


© bighly, 


„ 


. 
1 . 
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Highly, by inceſſantly aſking us Wiks: was * 
the chief cook of our ſhip. © 

In the environs of this houſe 1 e the 
beautiful ſhrub known under the name of brows 
auguſfia. The hedyforum ambellohim made a con- 
ſpicuous figure in the midſt of a number of new 
ſpecies of the ſame genus. The nutmeg - trecs 
here attracted pigeons of the ſpecies called co- 
Aunba ulla, Linn. n 
their craw filled with nutmegs. 

The exceſſive perſpiration oecaſioned by this 
burning dlimate, frequently produces cutaneous 
diſorders. Five of the 5flanders at u hoſe houſes 
we ſtopped, had their body covered with mor- 
Phra, the ſcales of which, when they eame off, 


| were immediately replaced by others, abdd ſhowed 


themſelves the more, as their colour formed a 
Ritking contraſt with the <oppery/hue of the 
Ain: This diſeaſe frequently ſpronds over every 
part of the body. We Jaw abſo ſome: children 
affected with another outanebus Aiſeaſe, which 
Tecemed not to gie them any pain: 'the greatefi 
part of their body wis ooyered: with large warts, 
not a'third of a decimeter from each other, - 

1 ſeldom viſited any houſes in Amboyna, in 
Which I did not find muſical inſtruments. Here 
I kewiſe ſaw one, which I had not before met 
with elſew here; it was u flute with a mouth- 


piece ; its: lower extremity was terminated by 
two 
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two divergent branches perforated with holes, 
placed in the ſame manner in both, and thus 
— two flutes, which gave pretty nearly the 

nds. The natives were very fond of 
2 uniſon, and ar avert 
each branch. 

At was dark when 1 returned to the ton the 
ſa in the roxdfiead afforded me abundance of 
the ſmall bodies which illuminated its ſurface, 
under the form of large ſheets of light. The 
water that I took up in the moſt phoſphoric 
places, left on the Airaiuer through which 1 
paſſed it ſmall molecules, in no reſpect different 
_ from thoſe which I had already examined before 
my arrival at the Cape of Good Hope, and in 
other places at great diſtaners from land. 
We landed un the coaſt near the town at the 
time of high water; we were obliged: to wade in 
the ſea for upwards of / three hundred meters, 
our canoes not being able to approach nearer the 
beach, on account of the ſhoalneſs of. the bot 
tom. The fiſhermen had juſt lighted ſome fires 
to attract the fiſhes, which the flood had brought 
up in ſuch *. * we ſaw * 1 
flled with them. * 

The tid {ollowi6g age her — int 
ſtrolling about the environs of the town. I was 


curptited to find on an iſland of fo ſmall extent; 


25 nee W 
| but, 
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but, undoubtedly, from the proximity of Ceram, 
it 1s enriched with part of the plants of that large 
Wand... | 
In the —— theater Count mee 
an entertainment on the occaſion of the birth- 
day of one of his ſons, who was then in Europe 
for- the purpoſe of completing his education; all 
the naturaliſts were invited, and we repaired to 
the government-houſe an hour aſter ſunſet. The 
coolneſs of the atmoſphere then permitted dan- 
eing; the ball was already begun, and ſeveral 
cotillions bad been a formed in the grand ſa- 
loon, in which his Excellency had received us 
at the firſt viſit we paid him 108 Adeairal D'En- 

This * was a fort 455 29 Jeborated 
with, ſome prints, and a ſmall number of very 
indifferent pictures, placed at a. great diſtance 
fram cach other. The walls were only laid over 
with ſome coats of lime; it would; however, have 
been eaſy, and by no means expenſive, to adorn 
them with an excellent wainſcoting, the iſland 
e eee forts of cov hn for that 
purpole. > eiiie 

Almoſt all the n of. — Company” 8 
ſervants were at the ball. Although the heat of 
the climate induced us to ſuppoſe that every 
over · quick moyement would be avoided, we ſaw, 
with ſurpriſe, that theſe young ladies had adopted 


| 20d 1 a man- 
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a manner of dancing, which was very much 
againſt the diſplay of their graces; they con- 
tented _ themſelves with walking deliberately, 

going through the figure: and this air 
of zonchalance formed a ſtriking contraſt to the 
extreme agility which the dancers exhibited on 
different ſteps of theſe cotillions. _ | 

The orcheſtra conſiſted of four black flaves 
who played the violin, and of another own 
played the baſs. 

The ball was followed by a ſplendid ee 
. which was ſerved up in the ſame ſaloon. 
From the ſmall number of gueſts aſſembled 
about half paſt nine o'clock, I imagined that 
the ſupper party would not be numerous; but 
the majority of the company being indifferent 
about dancing, did not 2 their R 
till towards ten. 8 | 

Cheerfulneſs prefided « at this repaſt, which 
laſted a good part of the night, while the ball 
foon recommended, and was get eg Inc 
riſe. - 

Wwe were ſurpriſed not to find at this exe. 
tainment M. Strampfer, a miniſter of the Pro- 
toſtant religion, who had behaved to us with ex- 
traordinary civility ; but we foon learnt that he 
bad lately incurred the diſpleaſure of the Governor, 
beenuſe, aſtet having, for ſeveral years, paid the 
moſt aſſiduous attention to the edueation of his 
er. 1. „ 5 children, 
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children,” this poor man had thought proper to 
ſolicit payment of what was due to him: in 
vain did he repreſent that the ſo much boaſted 
honour of having the charge of the education of 
the Governor's children, was not of itſelf enough 
for the father of a MF he could obtain no- 
thing more. | 

I employed a part of the day of Sith roth in 
viſiting ſeveral gardens, where, among the plants 
with which they were embelliſhed, I remarked 
the Chineſe buxzus, murraya erotica, which formed 
very pretty walks, the ju/t:cia variegata, and the 
eroton wariegatum, ſo remarkable for the beauty 
of their flowers and foliage. | 

The henne (lateſonia inermis), called. by ſome 
naturaliſts boungnia laca, is employed, as in Aſia, 
to die certain parts. of the body, and particu- 
larly the extremity of the fingers: the Chineſe . 
are the people-who make moſt uſe of it. a 
I ſoon found myſelf near a houſe, round the edges 
of the roof of which, and from the neighbouring 
trees, were ſuſpended a great number of cocoa- nuts. 
The owner of this hut told me, at the ſame time 
ſhew ing me his numerous family, that he was 
preparing to make a large plantation of cocoa- 
palms: moſt of theſe cocoa- nuts had already 
ſprouted, and he did not mean to put them into 
the ground until the young plants had attained 


about a dami-meter in height. He aſſured me 
KS: . 2 1 that 
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that without this precaution a number of then 
would. rot and not come up. 

The time of our departure from Amboyna was 

drawing near. The collections which I had: 

made in this charming iſland were conveyed to 

the ſhip, and I mf alſo e on board on the 

12th. 

- Thevigernes that had been jet to in- 
duce every perſon belonging to the expedition to 
repair on board, had made us preſume that every 
thing was ready for our departure on the 13th, 
and- that nothing could prevent our failing but 
contrary winds. However, we had yet to replace 
part of the water that had been expended during 
the time we had been at anchor; this neceſſary 
duty was not completed till the aſternoon, and 
we could not ſail before the next day. e 

The ſhip's company were very well pleaſed: 
with this refreſhing- place; they had enjoyed 
here all the leiſure they could wiſh, and even 
flaves had been employed to bring us our ſupply 
of wood and water, in large boats called yacoos./ 

Our ſhip had juſt been caulked, and the rig- 
ging having been examined with ſcrupulous at- 
tention, was found in good conditio. 

The iſland of Amboyna, called by the natives 
Ambon, was then the firſt of the Dutch govern- 
ments in India, after 15 en government of 
Bata via. Le ** 5k 

«5.2: The 
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I The latitudeof the place where the obſervatory 

was erected, near the weſtern extremity of the 
town, was found to be 3* 41 _— and its 
longitode 126? 97 eaſt. _ 

The variation of the compaſs was 1 13 20” 
hay 
A flat needle gave go for the dip. 
Although the heat was oppreſſive, the ther- 

ORE varied pretty regularly only from 
22 to 25%. 

The barometer ftood almoſt conſtantly at 28. 
inden lines, its variation not being above one 
The time of high water at our anchorage, at 
the full and change days, was half paſt twelve 
o'clock, and the ſea then roſe upwards of twen- 
ty-five decimeters, The tides flow and ebb twice 

a day. 
| ee farmein channel about 
two mynameters long, and its mean breadth is 
two thirds of a myriameter. Its ſhores, in many 
Places, afford good anchorage; in ſome, how-. 
eyer, there is a bottom of coral. Towards the 
middle 'the depth of water 1s * 
choring. | 
Tube fort called Fort victory is built of 
bricks ; here the governor and ſome of the mem- 
bers oſ the council have taken up their reſidence. 
It was then falling to ruins, and whenever the 
4 — 
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guns were fired, it always ſuffered ſome very per- 
ceptible damage. 

The garriſon was compoſed of about two hun- 

dred men, the greater part of whom were na- 
tives: the reſt were ſome ſoldiers of a company 
come from Europe, and a weak . 
the regiment of Wirtemberg. 
Mioſt of the European ſoldiers were tories 
with the defire of reviſiting their country, but 
not one of them could have the ſmalleſt idea of 
the moment when he would be allowed to return 
thither: ſome who had been flattered with this 
vain hope for ſeveral years afforded to the reft 
an example that ſaddened their fouls. | 

The ſmall number of ſoldiers who ſurvive 
their ſtay in India render thoſe that have paſſed 
fome years in the country ftill more valuable: 
and indeed, the Dutch Eaft-India Company are 
ſeldom faithful to the promiſes they have made 
them, to allow them to return to Europe when 
their time is expired. At firft, every method is 
uſed to induce them to enter into a fecond en- 
gagement ; and thoſe who. carefully avoid every 
offer that is made them to prolong their ay in 
the iſland, do not ſooner obtain their liberty. I 
inet with ſome of theſe unfortunate men who had 
been detained upwards of twenty years; although 
at the expiration of their Wy 2 ſhould 


3 free, 
BR 3 The 
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- The iſland of Amboyna is divided into ſeveral 
diſtricts, which in a number of places form ſo 
many villages, called nygrees. The command of 
each nygree is given to a native, who is dignified 
with the title of Orantaye. This man, to whom 

the police of his little canton is confided, is him- 
ſelf very ſubordinate to the Dutch government, 

and to it he applies in caſes of importance. The 

Dutch uſually chooſe, for Orankayes, the natives 
who follow the Proteſtant religion, giving a pre- 

ference to the ancient chieſs or their neareſt re- 

lations, and particularly to thoſe who are in the 
moſt eaſy circumſtances. 

Each of theſe Orankayes has the 8 
ence of about a hundred natives. The Dutch 
Eaſt-India Company, on inveſting them with 
Mis authority, preſent them with a ſilver- hilted 
ſword. Theſe chiefs are clothed in the European 
faſhion, and all in black. They wear a cocked 
hat, the corners of which are very pointed and 
very low; ſhoes are alſo added to this official 
dreſs, which they never wear but when they are 
obliged to appear in public, or in * of the 
D utch chiefs, Ko 15 

The name of Orankaye is formed of two Ma- 
Jay words, oran kaya, ee tranſlated , 
figniſy rich man. % 

The dignity of Orankaye is not an wt title; ; 


& gives theſe petty ae means of making a for · 
tune, 


— 
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tune, which, though very vexatious to thoſe who 
are ſubje& to them, they rarely fail to employ; 
for in putting the poor Amboyans under contri» 
bution to the agents of the Company, they take 
care not to forget their own intereſts. - It ſome- 
times however happens, that this fortune. goes 
to wreck much faſter than it has been accumu- 
lated, when the Company's agents find means to 
turn to their own * the an of the 
Orantayes. 

The inhabitants of Fr at ſpeak the Ma- 
lay language; it is very ſoſt: the analogy 
which it bears to the language of the inhabitants 
of the South Sea, has determined me to give; to- 
wards the end of the ſecond volume, a pretty ex- 
tenſive vocabulary of it, which J collected at 
Amboyna, and in the iſland: of Java, where I 
reſided a very long time, at the end of this.ex> 
pedition. 

' The uſe of betel has been eſtabliſhed five 
time immemorial among theſe people. They 
take ſome young leaves of the pepper-tree, called 
piper firiboa, in Malay fri, and after they 
have covered them with a little very pure lime; 
made of ſhells. and newly flackened, they chew 
them with the caſhew- nut: ſome even purfue 
this gratification without any other interrup- 
tion than at the hours of eating and ſleeping. 1 
was very much ſurpriſed that, notwithſtanding 

BB 4 the 
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the continual uſe of lime, theſe people had ge- 
nerally very ſound teeth; they acquired however 
a blackneſs, which penetrated into their enamel, 
without in the leaſt dimmiſhing its poliſh ; in- 
deed they are in the uſe of cleaning them fre- 
quently, and the powder which they employ is 
not very expenſive ; they procure it from a cal- 
careous ſtone of moderate hardneſs, which they 
bruiſe upon ſand-ſtons. They alſo make uſe of 
a a piece of ſand-ſtone to wear down the external 
part of their inciſors. , 
_ Theſe iſlanders ds not content themſelves 
with chewing betel ; they procute from Molucca 
an extract of bitter plants, known by the name 
of gamber, e err Fc maſti- 
cation. 44 
Tho iſland of Amboyna conſiſts of n 
of a middling height, particularly in the eaftern 
part. 1 
The coffee which they here gather, appeared 
to me inferior to that af our Iſles of France, and 
of Le Raunion*. The Dutch, fettled at Mo- 
lucca, appeared beſides to care little how they 
prepared it. Their ſervants have all a practice 
of making it undergo a degree of torrefaction, 
by which it is often reduced to charcoal; this is 
done in order that they may have leſs trouble in 


0 Better known to Engliſh navigators by the name of the 
u, Burke, T. 
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pounding it, and, becauſe for this purpoſe they 
make uſe only of wooden peſtles and mortars. 
Moſt of the marſhy places age devoted to the 
culture of the ſago-tree, which furniſhes the in- 
habitants with a very wholeſome food: it is 
one of the articles of proviſions laid in for their 
long voyages, as. well as the kernel of the cana- 
rium, which they dry in order that it may keep. 
This kernel, when freſh, a 
to the palate. 
I be rice e Amboyna, is 
not the produce of the iſland ; however, it would 
thrive very well in moſt of the low: lands; where 
the water, which ifſues from the foot of the 
mountains, affords every poſſible. means of a- 
cilitating its culture; but the Dutch Eaſt- India 
Company have prohibited the cultivation' of this 
article, becauſe the fale of it is a mean of get- 
ting out of the hands of the natives the money 
that the Company are obliged to give them for 
the cloves which they furniſh. They thus prevent 
the increaſe. of ſpecie, and keep always at a 
very moderate price the produce of the labour 
. of the inbabitants. Beſides, the uſe of rice be- 
ing pretty much ſpread among thoſe who are in 
tolerably eaſy circumſtances, it becomes a proſit- 
able article of trade, in the hands of the Com- 
pany's agents, who ſupply: them with it. They 
* it principally from the iſland of * 
us 
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Thus it is that this government, attentive only 
to its own intereſt, ſtifles among theſe people all 
Induſtry, foreing them to abandon; in a man- 
ner, every other ſpecies of culture for * of clove 
and nutmeg trees. 

The Dutch take care to it t. the cultivation of 
ſpiees, in order that it may not much exceed 
the ordinary conſumption. Theſe means, deſtruc - 
tive of all activity, agree in other reſpects very 
well with the indolence of the natives. 

A variety of farinaceous roots, and a great 
number of trees, afford them, almoſt without 
culture, an abundant ſubſiſtence, as if Nature 
had wiſhed to compenſate man for the indolence 
to which ſhe ſeems to have condemned n un- 
on ſo burning a-ſky, - 

Graſting would doubtleſs be a mean of im- 
proving the various ſruits that grow in this 
iſland; but no one, even among the Europeans, 
has yet ſucceeded in bringing it into uſe; they 
have always let the ſhoots dry before the circu- 
lation of the ſap was eſtabliſhed between it and 
the tree in which it had been ingrafted. It 
would however be eaſy to prevent this accident, 
by keeping up a proper Ronny till it is certain 
that the graft is firmly united. 

The European vegetables do not agree well 
with the heat of the eee | 
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A very ſmall banana called piſang radiga, is 
conſidered as the beſt ſpecies; after the li- tali 
and garcinea mangoſtana, it is the beſt fruit that I - 
ate at Amboyna. They have alſo ſeveral ſpecies 
of Ii tali, among the number of which may be 
reckoned the ramb-outan of the Malays, nephe- 
lium lappaceum. Three celebrated botaniſts, Lin- 
næus, Juſſieu, and Gertner, have fallen into 
an error in the claſſification of this genus, un- 
doubtedly becauſe they had not an opportunity 
of ſeeing completely the parts of fructification. 

Linnæus claſſes it in the family of the euphor- 
Zia, Juſſieu in that of the compoſite, and Geert» 
ner in that of the amentacee; whereas it evidently 
belongs to the family of the /aponarie. .. 
The fame prohibitory ſyſtem which we have 
ſeen purſued at the Cape of Good Hope, was like- 
wiſe followed at Amboyna. In order to prevent 
every riſe in the price of proviſions, the Company 
undertook to yictual our ſhips. The natives ſup» 
ply the Company at a low price with proviſions, 
of which, in diſpoſing of them to us, they 
took care to make a good profit. 

The Dutch have paſſed into a law, a ee 
ſtill far more pernicious : the principal ſervants 
of the Company have a right to take, without 
paying, at the houſes of the natives, the proviſions 
neceſſary for their daily conſumption. Nothing 
can be conceived more oppreſſive than this ar- 


bitrary - 
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bitrary contribution. The moſt induſtrious man, 
as well as the moſt indolent, is almoſt certain 
that they will hardly leave him any thing to ſub- 
fiſt on; and indeed the greater part of them are 
contented to ſubſiſt on articles of eaſy culture, 
paſſing in idleneſs a time which, under another 
Ttyſtem, they might ws 0c th in EE a certain 
independence. 

© "The Fiſcal completes the en of the in- 
habitants : he has the direction of the police, 
and has a right to impoſe, for his own emolu- 
ment, the pecuniary penalties, which he fixes 
in proportion to his avidity, and the fortune 
of the natives, whom it is often his pleaſure 
to find guilty, without their having committed 
the ſmalleft offence. It was M. Mackay who 
then exerciſed this employment. He was very 
different from the greater part of his predeceſ- 
fors ; the inhabitants of the iſland had reaſon to 
be well fatisfied with his humanity, and he had 
the more merit in doing good, as his place ena- 
bled him to do them, with impunity, all poſſible 
harm. This worthy man was inceffantly repeat- 
ing to us, that he preferred living in mediocrity, 
to enriching himſelf by adopting ſuch methods. 
When M. Mackay was one day explaining to 
us all the privileges of his place, he informed us 
that ſome fatlors belonging to our ſhips had oc- 


m a riot; at an unſcaſonable hour of the 
night, 
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night, at the houſe of a very rich Chineſe, who; 
ſold arrack and other ſpirituous liquors. He 
told us, with much ingenuouſneſs, that he might 
in this caſe have availed himſelf of the rights of 
his office, to extort a good ſum of money from 
this Chineſe, by impoſimg on him a heavy fine, 
for his own emolament. Many others, faid he 
to us, would not have failed to do this, but I do 
not repeat having acted with integrity. | 
The clove-tree conſtitutes the principal article 
of culture of Amboyna, and of ſeveral iſlots 
fituated to the caſtward of this iſland, where it 
thrives as well as poſſible. In each of theſe iflots 
the Dutch keep reſidents, to prevent the fraudu- 
lent exportation of this valuable commodity. 
It appears that the ſoil and the nature of the 
land of the iſland of Banda, agree ftill. better 
with the culture of the nutmeg - tree than the 
land of Amboyna ; for it is generally admitted 
that the nutmeg of the latter is inferior. 
Formerly the nutmeg-tree and the clove-tree 
were-diffuſed in the iſlands of Ternate, Tidor, 
Maequian, &c. in a much greater quantity than 
at Amboyna and Banda; but the Dutch, wiſhing 
to appropriate theſe valuable trees exclufively to 
themſelves, forced the ſovereigus of the former 
iſlands to defiroy the plantations of them: at their 
courts they keep agents, who are very ſtrict in 
their vifits; and theſe trees are allowed to be cul 
ei tivated 
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tivated only at Amboyna, and on the other 
iſlands which are under the immediate depen- 
dency of the Company, and where they can ex- 
erciſe a continual ſuperintendence. 'This inqui- 
fition, introduced by Dutch cupidity, is fingu- 
larly counteracted by the birds, which go and 
depoſit the ſeeds of the ſpice-trees in the iflands 
adjacent .to thoſe where they are cultivated ; 
this has determined the Company alſo to fix 
there reſidents, whoſe principal miſſion is to 
make conſtant reſearches in order to deſtroy all 
thoſe which they may meet with : often, indeed, 
theſe trees happen to be ſown in places ſo ſteep, 
that they eſcape the moſt active vigilance. 

The ſlaves, imported into the Moluccas, are, 
for the moſt part, drawn from Macaflar and 
Ceram. The women of Macaffar have in ge- 
neral agreeable: features, and are of a middling 
ſtature; their hair is not curly; their ſkin, which 
is of a tint ſtill more yellow than that of the Eu- 
ropean women who are afflicted by the green 
fickneſs, occaſions them however to be deſignated 
by the natives of the Moluccas by the name of 
white women, paran-pouang poutee. 

| Before the Dutch had eſtabliſned 1 
ſlave- trade, the iſlanders of Ceram practiſed 
the barbarous cuſtom of eating the priſoners 
that they had taken in their battles. It is 


painful to learn that they have abandoned this 
atrocious 
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atrocious habit only becauſe they derive a 
greater profit from the ſale of their captives. If 
there has reſulted from it an apparent good, in 
other reſpects it has with them been a more fre- 
quent occaſion of war. Man muſt be arrived to 
the loweſt ſtate of degeneracy for the introduc- 
tion of ſlavery to have been able to put him in 
the road to civilization. This may, however, 
be ſaid of theſe formerly anthropoplagi. 

The Dutch who are ſettled in the Moluccas, 
ſpeak only the Malay language to their ſlaves 
they take good care not to teach them their 
mother tongue, in order that they may not be 
underſtood when they converſe. between them- 
ſelves. Pad] | 
As ſoon as the Dutch Eaſt-India Company 
bad appropriated to themſelves the excluſive 


commerce of the Moluccas, they endeavoured 


to aſcertain their population; at that time, by 
exaggerated computations, which tended to give 
a bigh idea of the conquered countries, it was 
made to amount to a hundred and fifty thouſand 
ſouls, which, according to the moſt conſiſtent 
of the more recent calculations received, and 


according to the moſt general opinion, was 


double the number of its inhabitants. The. 
quantity of cloves which are annualiy gathered 


there amounted to about two thouſand bales of 


ſour and twenty myriagrams three kilograms 
each. 
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each. The crops of two years form the cargo 
of three ſhips, two of which are diſpatched in 
one year, and the other the year following. 
The exportation of this commodity, like that of 
the nutmeg, ſometimes exceeds the ordinary 
conſumption: it is well known, that, in this 
caſe, the Dutch Eaſt-India Company cauſe the 
ſurplus to be burnt, in — 
ways at the ſame price. q 

Notwithſtanding all their care to e 
the ſpice- trade, it is reckoned that they loſe a 
fifth! of the annual crop by ſmuggling. The 
ſcanty ſalaries of their agents not leading them 
rapidly on to fortune, ſeveral employ means 
attended indeed with danger, but eaſily .prac- 
tiſed, in order to emerge from this ſtate of diſ- 
treſs. In ſpite of the vigilance of the Company, 
n mow — 
part of their ſpices. 

Only a ſhort time had nes ds the Go: 
vernor of Banda and the Deputy Governor had 
been diſmiſſed from their employments, and ſent 
to Batavia, for having purloined, for their own 
profit, part of the produce of that iſland; but 
abafes-are; carried to ſuch a pitch, that this ex- 
ample will ſerve only to excite others to conduct 
themſelves with more addrets, ineritcs ae _ 
Pang 6 — * 
Di los Saree + This 
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- This contraband trade is chiefly. carried on 
by the canoes of Ceram, that large iſland being 
very cloſe to tlie ſpice iſlands ; what comes from 
them is ſold to Engliſh veſſels, which furniſh, in, 
exchange India muſlin, opium, fire-arms, gun- 
powder, lead, articles of hardware, and tin, 
which laſt the inhabitants of Ceram greatly value; 
and of which they make bracelets, car-rings, &c. 
ſome of theſe articles are afterwards reſold at - 
Amboyna: 

The Dutch have two factories at Ceram ; ä 
at its ſouth-weſt extremity, and the other at 
Savai. Admiral Bougainville had been miſin- 
formed in ſtating that they had been driven 
away from this latter poſt. They have; indeed, 
loſt very extenſive poſſeſſions in the other parts 
— iſland, r 
ſerved, 

The refident who received Bougainville at 
the time of his ſtay at Bouro, had been dead 
| ſeveral years. We had the pleaſure of ſeeing at 
Amboyna his widow, who ſtill preſerved an 
agreeable recollection of the ſtay of the French. 
Her fondneſs for our language had induced her 
to employ all the reſources which ſhe had been 
able to find, fo far from Europe, a it 
taught to her children. 

The Chineſe are almoſt n 
whom the Dutch allow to reſide in Amboyna; 


vo“. I. , CC but 


. 
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but they ate obliged to get naturalized ; then 
they can return no more to China. They are 
permitted to navigate in the Moluecas; and 
they can procure, at Macaſſir and Batavia, 
Where the ſhips arriving from China are admit- 
ted, the merchandiſe which theſe veſſels bring 
from that country. They are all engaged in 
trade. Some bave purchaſed, at a very high 
price, the excluſive privilege of vending particu- 
lar articles; accordingly, they fell them very 
dear. They employ all ſorts of means to get 
Money t their reputation frequently ſuffers by it; 
but, in this reſpect, they have Toft every ſpark 
of ſenſibility. Some Jews, to whom the Dutch 
Eaſt-India Company has granted permiſſion to 
remain in the ifland, enter into competition 
with them in trade; but they are not ſucceſsſul 
rivals; the Chineſe have a great many advan- 
tages over them, from their number and their 
connexions. 

be cuſtom- houſe officer of the Company is a 
Chineſe; he is befides the chief of his country- 
men ſettled in the iſland, and is entruſted with 
the police among them, in ſach unimportant 
ceaſes as the adminiſtration of Amboyna has not 
_ reſerved for its own deciſion. We went one day 
to his houſe, with a Proteſtant clergyman, and 
drank there ſome very good ted. The table was 
3 * n of fruits, a 
W 


j 
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well preſerved; one of the beſt was the young 
nut of the fruit of the ſago-palm. This chief, 
who is called the Chineſe Captain, pointed out 
to us, with an air of ſatisfaction, his coats of 
arms variegated with a great number of colours; 
they were ſcattered with profuſion in the apart- 
ment where he received us; and his bed was 
ſurrounded with them on all fides. 

His houſe, like that of the other Chineſe, 
bore no reſemblance to the habitations of the 
natives of the iſland. The Chineſe build much 
more ſubſtantially ; their houſes are conſtructed 
like thoſe of the Europeans, with the exception 
of ſome little difference in the manner in which 
they are laid out. The body of the building is 
of wood ; the mud walls are covered with a very 
thick roughcaſt, which is laid oyer with e 
coats of lime. 

| The frequency of earthquakes and hurricanes 
has occaſioned a preference to be given to 
wooden houſes, There are ſcarcely any but 
the public buildings that are conſtructed. with 
ſtone. It almoſt always happens that, in theſe 
tempeſtuous moments, the inhabitants are 
obliged to quit their dwellings, and retreat to 
little huts very ſlightly built, where they are in 
much greater ſafety than in their houſes, which 
the winds and the carthquakes ſometimes over- 


throw. | 2 
o 2 | We 
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We enjoyed tolerably fine weather during our 
ſtay at Amboyna; the winds did not blow with 
any degree of violence; and thoſe which came 
from between the ſouth - eaſt and the north-eaſt 
were very faint. 

The market, where different fruits of the coun- 
try are ſold, is held in the quarter of the Chineſe. 
The Malays deſignate this place by the term of 
bazar, the ſame as the Arabs. It is principally 
towards the cloſe of the day that the venders 
| aſſemble; and here they remain till nine o'clock 
in the evening. Each of theſe fruiterers is lighted 
by one, and more frequently by two torches, 
formed of the roſin called Jammer, which fur- 
niſhes a fort of cycas known under the ſame 
name; it is the dammara alba, Rumph. Amb. 
vol. ii. chap. xii. tab. 57. They wrap it up 
in leaves of the ſago- tree, without adding to it 
any wick ; it burns well, making little ſmoke ; 
only care muſt be taken to lower, from time to 
time, the leaf of the ſago- tree, which is reduced 
to aſhes, in order to bring it to a level with the 
roſin as faſt as it is conſumed. Theſe people are 
lighted at a very cheap rate: each torch of dam- 
mer, two decimeters long, by a third of a deci- 
meter in thickneſs,” coſts them about a centime 
of our money, and furniſhes a pretty good light 
for upwards of three hours. This rofin alſo 
ſeryes them as a torch 1 in their houſes. 920 


Some 
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Some other catables are alſo ſold at this bazar ; 
and particularly fiſh, of which a much greater 
quantity is to be met with dried than freſh. Fiſh, 
under a burning iky, and in an atmoſphere pro- 
digiouſly charged with humidity, would very 
ſoon putrefy, if the inhabitants had not means 
to dry it expeditiouſly, When it is cured by 
the ſmoke of a flow fire, it acquires a flavour 
which makes them prefer it to freſh fiſh, . 

The Molucca Iſlands, after having been a 
has time under the domination of the Arabs, the 
Moors, and the Malays, paſſed under that of the 
Europeans. The Portugueſe, the Spaniards, and 
the Dutch, diſputed for the poſſeſſion of them, 
after having there eſtabliſhed factories and built 
forts. The Dutch at length remained maſters of 
thew, and they have for a great number of years 
enjoyed excluſively the ſpice-trade. Theſe dif- 
ferent ſovereigns have wrought ſuch a change in 
the manners of the natives of Amboyna, that if 
is very difficult to diſtinguiſh among them at 
this day any traces of their primitive character. 
The Portugueſe introduced among theſe peo- 
ple the Catholic religion. The Dutch have 
made every effort to direct them towards the 
Proteſtant faith, conſidering this mean as better 
calculated than any, other to ſubje& them en- 
tirely to their own control; accordingly, they 
have a great number of ſchools where the chil- 
| Cc 3 dren 
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dren of the natives are inſtructed in this religion, 
and taught to read and write in the Malay lan- 
guage. The ſervice is performed in the Malay 
tongue, in a church ſet apatt for the uſe of the 
natives, and in Dutch j in another jntended for the 
Putchmen. There are two miniſters to each. 
The Chineſe, as may be ſuppoſed, have here 
a pagoda. 
A few natives of the iſland, who have pre- 
ſerved the religion introduced by the. Arabs and 
the Moors, have a moſque. It is chiefly on the 
other ſide of the roadſtead, to the northward of 
the town, that is to be found the greateſt num- 
ber of true believers. The Dutch have been 
more ſucceſsful in making proſelytes to their 
religion in the environs of their principal cſta- 
bliſhment. The rod of iron, with which they 
- govern this miſerable people, ſo aſſimilates them 
to ſlaves, that it is by no means aſtoniſbing 
to find among them part of the vices which 
proceed from this ſtate ol degradation of 
man. 
it's Notwithſtanding theſe people are accuſtomed 
to give up almoſt eyery thing they poſſeſs to, the 
Europeans, there is qne article which they are 
very little diſpoſed to reſign. Jealouſy is with 
them carried to ſuch a pitch, that it would be 
bighly dangerous to attempt to hold any impro- 


per 
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per converſation with their women. No fear of 
puniſhment would be ſufficient to binder them 
from executing their revenge. ' 
Among the Dutch, the men bave preferved 
for their dreſs of ceremony their European 
clothes, but they all have waiftcoats with 
ſleeves, in order to be able to pull off their coat 
when the maſter of the houſe where they are 
invited deſires them to put themtelves: at their 
eaſe, himſelf ſetting them the example. Thoſe 
who wear a wig never fail to deliver ãt into the 
Hands of one of their ſervants, and they then 
put on a large cap of very fine white linen. The 
European women wear a petticoat which almoſt 
touches the ground, and a gown in the form of 
a chemiſe, open in front, which falls no lower 
than the petticoat, and is drawn in by a fafh; 
their hair is rolled in à ſpiral form behind the 
head, and confined by two large pins which 
croſs each other: this is their ordinary dreſs. 
The women of the natives, who are in eaſy cir- 
cumſtances and refide in the town, wear dreſſes 
of the ſame make, but moſt commonly black. 
Thoſe of a blue colour are in particular requeſt 
among the women who live in the country," 
The female ſlaves wear, as a gown, a fort of 
ſhift, which is not dong in n like that en the 


free women. | 
F. The 
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The free men wear their hair turned up with 
a comb. The ſlaves tie a cee round 
their head. | | 
The Chineſe, as is welt; Khon, roceived 
ſpices from the Moluccas many centuries before 
the Europeans made themſelves maſters of them. 
The Greeks and the Romans alſo had a know- 
ledge of them. This was for a long time the 
object of the reſearches of the, firſt navigators 
who penetrated into the Indian ſeas. Thoſe 
valuable aromatics which were at that time 
concentrated in a ſmall number of iſlands, have 
ſince been-carried into very diſtant countries, 
where they thrive perfectly well. We have 
reaſon to hope that one day our colony of Gui- 
ana will rival the Moluccas, and by procuring 
for the whole world, at a moderate price, a 
greater quantity of ſpices, will bring them into 
more general uſe. They are alſo cultivated with 
ſucceſs in the, Iles of France and ofthe. Ber 
union. 1 
We tock on board the . two does 
— a ſtag, with the intention of enriching 
New Holland with this beautiſul ſpecies of qua- 
druped. - 
We lid in a good Rock of lena ducks, and 
Guinea geeſe. 
Wo did not bring away any nent * 


* Sruthio 1, Linn. 
* Struthis aliarius, Although 
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Although they are here conſidered as poultry, it 
is not eaſy to procure them; for they are not 
natives of Amboyna, but are brought thither 
from the large iſ}ands ſituated to the eaſtward. 
This bird would ſcarcely bear a ſea voyage; he- 
ſides, its fleſh is black, hard, and by no means 
juicy. In proportion to the room that it, would 
have occupied on board, it would have afforded 
much leſs meat than the poultry we had pro- 
vided; ſor, with the exception of its thighs, 
which are very muſcular, fince nature has ſpe- 
- cially deflined this bird for running, the reſt of 
its body js of a moderate ſize relatively to its 
height. 
Our roots were principal y ſweet potatoes and 
7 
Some fine bunches of plaritains, and various 
ſpecies of pumpkins, adorned the ſhip's ſtern. 

We had purchaſed a good AYE of hogs 
and goats. 

We carefully preſerved our cow, although ker 
milk was now dried up; for it would have been 
impoſfible to replace her. At Amboy na, in- 
deed, is ſound in the number of the domeſlie 
animals a ſpecies of buffalo, common in India; 
the female gives but little — beſides, this 
guadruped being almoſt ungovernable, would 
þe very dangerous and very troubleſome on 
Ripper | 

Our 
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Our butcher, who was entruſted with the 
feeding of the cattle, had been able to procure 
only a very hard and very dry forage, compoſed 
in a great meaſure of the anihiffiria ciliata; 
but fortunately he had provided ſome thick 
plantain ſtems, which for a long time afforde* 
theſe animals a ſucculent food. As they were 
reduced to a ſcanty allowance of water, the 
moiſture of theſe — was very beneficial to 
them. 1 
IT) be flour which was procured for us at Am- 
boyna was of a middling quality; and of this 
the Company's agents could furniſh us only 
about five hundred myriagrams. This ſcarcity, 
whether real or fictitious, occaſioned us to pay 
for it an, exorbitant price. 
We found here very little 8 meat. 
The Deputy Governor, however, had a good 
ſtock of Hamburgh beef, which is an article in 
high requeſt with navigators. He was ſo good 
as to ſpare a part of it to the commander of the 
expedition; but, When we got to ſea, it was 
diſcovered that the Deputy Governor's ſervants 
had committed a great breach of truſt, The 
moſt fleſhy part of theſe pieces of beef had been 
taken off, and there had been delivered to the 
Admiral nothing more than the bones and * 


tendinous parts. 
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- Young bamboo ſhoots,” but in flices and 
- pickled in yinegar, form an excellent article: for 
z long voyage; we laid in à great quantity of 
them. Theſe ſhoots are in general very tender. 
Care muſt be taken to cut them in time. They 
are fold in the market as culinary vegetables, 
for which they are a good iabſtnute, Th lengtu 
is frequently a meter, and their thickneſs a third 
of a decimeter. 

We had ſtocked ourſelves with cloves and 
nutmegs preſerved in ſugar. The huſk of the 
nutmeg is, in this caſe, the only eatable part; 
unfortunately, the ignorant conſectioners had 
choſen nutmegs in too ripe a ſtate. The cloves 
being already as big as middle-fized olives, ſtill 
preſerved too aromatic a flavour to form an 
agreeable ſweetmeat: a perſon muſt have an 
Indian palate to enjoy theſe daintics in perfec- 
tion. As much may be faid of the preſerved 
ginger, of which we alſo took a ſupply. 

Our ſtock of ſago was far too conſiderable, 
for we could conſume only a very ſmall part of 
it ; the ſhip's company could never reconcile 
themſelyes to this meſs, however wholeſome it 
might be, and, in ſpite of all the arguments of 
our ſurgeon, they canceived ſuch a diſguſt for it, 
at the end of a few months, that they preferred 
t9 jt ſalt meat even of the worſt quality, 


We 
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Me ſcarcely had remaining any hogſheads of 
wine that was drinkable. The only ſpirituous 
liquor that we could procure was arrack, of 
which we purchaſed ſeveral caſks. Some navi- 
gators ſpeak a great deal too much in praii- of = 
this liquor, which is not ſo een — 4 

* _ 1 Rt 21 | 


OF LA PEROUSE. 397 


CHAPTER IX. 


Departure from Amboyna.— Singular eſſeck of the 
tides. —We get fight of different i/lands.—Ra- 
| wages occaſioned on baard by ' the ſpecies of ti- 
ncea called blatta Germanica.—Nzgvigation along 
the ſouth-weſt coaſt of New. Holland. —Death 
of the ſmith of the Recherche. —A gale of wind 
drives us towards the coaſt. —He anchor in Le- 
grands Bay.—The Eſperance loſes at the an- 
. chorage two iron tillers.— The cham by which fhe 
rides at this anchorage breaks.—Various excur- 
ſions to the neighbouring country. New ſpecies 
of ſwan. Marine ſalt found at upwards of two 
tundred meters in perpendicular height ; in what 
manner it had been carried thither,—Citizen 
Riche loſes. himſelf upwards of two days in the 
2woods on the main land. Me fail from Legrand's 
Bay, in order to continue to range along the fhore, 
— The want of water makes us quit this coaſt.— 
Arrival at Cape Diemen. — Me anchor in Rocky 
Bay. ö 


We were now waiting only for a fair wind 
to ſail from Amboyna. At half paſt ſeven o clock 

in the morning of the 14th of October, a light 

8 breeze 
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breeze ſprang up from the ſouth-eaſt ; we im- 
mediately weighed anchor, and by eleven o'clock 
we- were already at the outlet of the roadſtead, 
the weſt point of which bore weſt 6* 15” north, 
and the eaſt point eaſt 6* 15” ſouth: we were at 
the diſtance of two kilometers from the latter. . 
© By the obſervations which were made at noon, 
we found that the weſt point of Amboyna was in 
the latitude of 5* 46” 54” ſouth; and — 
of 125 63. 48” eaſi. 

The wind continuing all day at ſouth- eaſt, we 
kept cloſe-hauled on the larboard tack. 

One of the boys of the large Duteh Eaſt - In- 
dia Company's ſhip that had failed a ſhort time 
before for Batavia, had concealed himſelf on 
board of the Recherche, and on the 1 5th be made 
his appearance on deck, almoſt at the ſame mo- 
ment that the Captain of the Eſperance informed 
the Admiral, that he had juſt ſound in his ſhip 
fix runaways from Amboyna; namely, three of 
the Company's ſoldiers, one failor, and two 
black ſlaves. Theſe unhappy creatures fled from 
a country, where they all, with little EVI BY 
were groaning in flavery. | 
The Admiral had given . to the 
' ſhips' companies to take on board for themſelves 

- hogs and poultry ; accordingly every part of our 
' ſhips was encumbered with them. They were 
almoſt all placed in the between-decks, and they 
286 | | were 
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were the more troubleſome, as the noxious odour 
which they diffuſed was conſiderably e 
by the heat of the climate. 

On the 18th, being in latitude ) 10% ſouth, 
and Jongitude 123147 eaſt, there appeared to 
us to be no variation of the compals. 

We had already been repeatedly witneſſes of 
a phenomenon which never fails to terrify navi- 
gators, becauſe they in the night ſometimes take 
it for breakers; we again ſaw it on the 19th, 
very early in the morning. The air being ſcarcely 
agitated, we perceived the ſea foaming at a difs 
tance; ſome waves, impelled with force, | ſuc- 
ceeded each other, and reached us in a ſhort 
time: a very ſtrong rippling, occaſioned by the 
ſea having received an impulſe different to that 
given it by the wind which had blown during 
the night, ſucceeded to this motion of the waters. 
The cauſe appeared to me to depend on the tides 
which run between the lands, where the currents 
acquire a rapidity proportionate to the..confine- 
ment which the waves of the ſea there e 
rience. 
We got aght of Kiſſer Iſland, which we 2 
ceived at nine o'clock in the morning, bearing 
from ſouth to caſt by ſouth: it is very hilly, 
eſpecially on its weſtern fide. Its greateſt ex- 
tent is from weſt ſouth-weſt to eaſt north- 
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caſt; it lies in the latitude of 8 15' 27 fothy 
and longitude of 1237 32“ 17” eaſt. 

A very cloudy ſky did not allow us, till to- 
wards four o'clock in the afternoon, to diſcover 
the northern coaſt of Timor *, from which how- 
ever we were only at the diſtance of a myriame- 
ter ſome very lofty mountains reared their 
heads above the clouds. We perceived during 
the night fires lighted on them at, different 
heights. No doubt, at this elevation, the inhabit- 
ants experience the neceſſity of protecting them- 
ſelves againſt the cold of the night, and perhaps 
too they employ this method to keep away wild 
beaſts. Theſe fires were to us ſo many light- 
houſes, which ſerved to direct our courſe along 
the coaſt, when a few puffs of wind came and 
interrupted the calm that reigned during a good 
part of the night. 

At ſeven o'clock in the morning on the 23d, we 
were'a demi-myriameter from a ſettlement which 
the Portugueſe have on the weſt coaſt of Timor ; 
they call it Laphao. Its pofition is in latitude 
9? 22” 45” ſouth, and longitude 1229 23” 36” caſt, 
The Portugueſe colours, which bad juſt been 
hoiſted there, bore ſouth 30“ eaſt. The fort fa- 
lated us with five guns. A canoe with a double 


| For a modern account of this hoſpitable iſland we refer 
the reader to Bligh's Foyage to the South Sea, chap. xviii. T. 
_ outrigger 
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outtigger immediately came and reconnoitred 
our ſhips, to which ſhe approached very near; 
but ſhe ſoon returned towards the weſt, without 
having ſpoken us. Preſently we ran in till 
nearer to the land: we ſaw on the beach ſome 
natives and a few canoes. We founded ſeveral 
times, without finding bottom at thirty ſathoms. 
At ſour o'clock in the aſternoon we diſtin- 
guiſhed Batoa Iſland at the diſtance of two my - 
riameters to the ſouth-eaſt; it is ſeparated from 
Timor only by an interval of a demi- myriameter. 
Calms being very frequent along the coaſt of 
Timor, we hauled off from it in the aſternoon 
of the 25th by the help of a ſoutherly breeze, 


and directed our courſe to the weſtward; without: 


however finding freſher - winds. Theſe calms 
ſeem to be occaſioned. by the heat, which is the 
more intenſe as the ſun at this ſeaſon here darts 
its rays almoſt perpendicularly: - © | 

The continuance of the calchs renders naviga-! 
tion very laborious along theſe coaſts, on which 
a a ſhip is inceſſantly in danger of ' being Uriven by 
the ſtrength of the currents. The compoſition 
of charts of theſe different iſlands is extremely 
difficult, on 3 of the currents, which are 
very irregular; and indeed thoſe which - have 
been hitherto confranie, preſent very ne 
differences. | Ann n 

A great number: of — ſpecies of 6 
vor, 1. 9 came 
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came repeatedly and ſurrounded our ſhips ; they 
ſpouted out water on our very decks. We ſaw 
clearly by the little fear with which we inſpired 
them, that they had never been une by 
fiſhers. Fat : 
Our ſhip was 8 a * pur- 
chaſed at Amboyna; their piercing cries left us 
not a moment's peace during the day; they by 
no means agreed with their ſituation on board, 
for ſome af them daily periſhed. They were at- 
. tacked by convulſive movements, which vitriolic 
ether certainly had petal en with- 
out howeyer ſaving their life, 1 
— Mortality: had alſa ,ſpreatl nn 8 
mad; of them were attacked by violent ophthal- 
mia, occaſioned by the coldneſs of the nights; 
and thoſe uſhich were depri ved of ſight, ere long 
died of hunger. Let it wauld have bren cafy to 
prevent this accident;; by ſhialtering thete animals 
from the might-aiecbj=mean3.of a ſcreencproperly 
 itted-ta:the-front of thezoodps: dgl. 
y Much had been ſaid: to us in praiſe of the Am- 
boyna; Water, far its property of keeping a long 


me at ſea aiitliout putrefyimg; but the eaſe was 


different wit us; mu was already very much 
taintedꝭ aud werouldono longer drink it till it 
Had bern wioleutly-agitated; in order to expel 
from it the inflammable air, which fortunately 
adheres to it- but, in a flight degrer. This un- 

4 | EC. expected . 
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depectod decompofltion was ſurely owing only 
to the little cars that had beem taken in riticing 
out the watefcafts! There bad remained 5A 
them enonght 'of the inflammable particles <onn- 
tained in the old water to 8 corrupt hie 
i odr hart 20G oe 

It is Anise) very dcägreeable to have to'dtink 
water as flibkidg as that of the mioft filthy bog 
but tis! appreben fön remains on the mind, when 
it is Known that by agitating it Tor ſome miautes, 

in lie mantier I have before indicated, it regai 
its original purity. | 

As early as half paſt four o'clock in the morn- 
ing, we perceived by the light of the ſfars the 
Wand of Say, "Which bore from welt 135 ſouth 


4 he. tt 


ters ſro! the cba. We fictred weſt,. in ord 
to pas to the horthward'of this little iſland? and 
about half paſt nine o clock we found ourſelves 
abreaſt of the' bay in which Captain Cook entered 
in his ſecorid voyage, after having paſſed through. 
Endeavour Strait *: we diſtinguiſhed five ca- 
nos afloat quite cloſe to the beach, where they 
were ſheltered from the ſea, which WAS” waged 
on A ſmall reef even with the water's 8 


, 88 
01 : * | 1 2 * 1 ** . 13 


This dn a miſtakr of the author. It w dil his firſt voynge 
— — the Ifland of Savu, of which 
he gives a particular deſeription. See Hawkeſworth's Collection 


of Foyages, vol. iii. page 267 and following. T. 
DD 2” The 
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- The Iſland of Savu preſents an enchanting 
proſpect : it is interſected, particularly towards 
the ſouth-weſt, by very fine hills, the gentle decli- 
vities of which muſt afford * natives a ſavour- 
| able and eaſily cultivated ſoil. | 

Some cocoa-palms, ſcattered about in ch amps 
on the ſkirts'of the beach, ſerved. as a ſhelter to 
a few huts which ſtill more embelliſhed theſe 
charming plantations. This ifland is in lafitude 
10 257 48” ſouth, and longitude. 119 45“ 19” 
caſt, The Dutch have here a ſmall ſettle- 
ment. 

Towards the middle of the PLA We ſet an iſland 
hearing from ſouth 46* 30” weſt to ſouth 57* 50 
weſt, at the diſtance of a myriameter and a half. 
It appeared to us not to be more than a myria- 
er in length; it is ſituated in the latitude of 
- no? 28" 50“ ſouth, 1 . of i197 56 17” 
caſt, * 
At fix o docks in the morning we you fight of 
New Savu, bearing caſt 31* zo“ ſouth, diflant a 
myriameter. This little iſland, which is 'very 
low, lies in latitude 10˙ 37” * an, a _ 
gitude 119 2/147” caſt. 

At ſunſet we diſcovered * of the inland of 
San del Boſe, about four myriameters diſtant to 
the north north-eaſt; it is covered with moun- 
tains of eee elevation, and 1 is in ths latitade 
9 6 ws. . $95" "of 
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of 10® 277 4” ſouth, and n of u. & 34” 


caſt, 


tance of four myriameters, was fixed at the la - 


titude of 10 27 *ſouth, and unn of 118˙ 


7 5” eaſt. 

In the courſe of the day of the 29th the cur- 
rents ceaſed to ſet us to the weſtward, and cars 
ried us ten miles towards the north. The bight 
in the lands of New Holland, to the ſouthward 


of Timor, is probably the cauſe of this different | 


direction of the currents, which conſtantly run 
from eaſt to weſt through Endeavour Strait: they 
ſoon reſumed their direction towards the weſt, 


cauſing us to drift from twenty to e e 8 


miles a day. 

It is to be remarked, that Captain Cook, after 
having paſſed through Endeavour Strait, had, 
ke us, for four and twenty hours in theſe ſeas, 
a difference in his northing, but ſtill greater than 
that which we experienced. 


„Since we had on the goth loſt ſight of the 


_ Hand of San del Boſe, we met with no land be- 
fore we reached the coaſt of New Holland. The 


light airs which we experienced made us fear 
that we ſhould arrive there a little too late to 


complete the ſurvey of it. 


| We probably were not fr from bas rocks | 
DD 3 in 


The poſition of an iſlot which bers from 
north 1 eaſt to north 30 go weſt, at the diſ- 
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in the afternoon. of the ad of November, for we. 


were ſurrounded by a vaſt number of birds, 
which never go very far, from land, and they 
diſappeared: at the approach of night. We alſo 
ſay! a great many of them the next day, the 
3% : Navigators who yiſit theſe ſeas ſhould re- 
double their attention, in erder to avoid running. 
on the rocks which ſerve as a reer to theſe 
hid. 

. During t the night of the I 5 gas fag ſell over- 
board, through an opening left at the forc part 
of, the gangway, which was much larger than, 
Nas neceſfary for the duty of the ſhip ; beſides 
this: Joſs, we had alſo to regret that of a hind,. 
which had been recently delivered over to our 
butcher, only becauſe the, was ſo ill that ſhe, | 
would ſhortly have died. Captain Huon was. 
made acquainted with this accident, and deſired 
to take all poſſible care to preſerve the ſtag which, 
he. had on board, hut it died befor our e at 
New Holland. a 

When we paſſed the Trials we were. too fax 
diſtaut to diſcover them ; ; we ſaw however ſcyeral 
- oceanic; birds, which no doubt go and take reſugo 
there during the night. 

z The ſpecies of. tinea called, Hlatia kee 
had multiplieg to ſuch a degree for ſeveral months, 
( paſt fince we had been under the tropics, that, they. 
e de PH e Theſe inſects did pot 


content 
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content themſelyes with our biſcuit ; they alſo 
devoured linen, paper, &c.: nothing came amiſs 
to them. Their fondneſs for vegetable acids 
however aſtoniſhed me; no ſooner was a lemon 
cut than they quickly diſpatched it; but what 
aſtoniſhed me ſtil more, was the rapidity with 
which they emptied my ink-horn, when I forgot to 
put in the ſtopper. . The cauſtic-quality of the vi- 
triol, with which they gorged themſelves, ſeemed 
to have no prejudicial effect on them. 

The Amboyna ſugar, extracted from the * 
palm, was an allurement which they could not 
reſiſt. We deſtroyed a great many of them by 
mixing a ſmall quantity of this ſugar with water 
in a cup, into which they came and ſell head- 
long. f 

Theſe inſects tormented us ſtill more by igt 
than by day; they were continually diſturbing 
our reſt 2 on 3 mw of the m ou 
-was uncovered. - . 

The tinea called blatta orientalis had made its 
| een almoſt from the time of our leaving 
Breſt ; but having .very quickly diſappeared, it 
Vas ſucceeded by this troubleſome ſpecies. | 

In the courſe of the day of the 16th we were 
carried thirty-eight miles to the north-weſt. The 
Trials, from which we were not far diſtant, and 
ſome ſhoals, were doubtleſs the cauſe” of theſe 


violent currents, | 
| 54 | We 


DJ 
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Me leſt the region of the tropics in the courſe 
af the 18th. - 

The mercury in the barometer. roſe the ſame 
day to 28 inches 5 lines; which appeared to me 
the more aſtoniſhing, as it varies very little be- 
tween the tropics, - Beſides, this was the only 
time in our whole voyage that it roſe ſo high in a 
ſin. ilar latitude. Although the thermometer was 
not lower than 18", we neyertheleſs experienced 
a lively ſenſation of cold. pad 
On the 2oth we began to meet with the vari- 
able winds, in the latitude of 26* ſouth. 

Our goats were periſhing daily for want of 
proper food : we again loſt two in the courſe of 
thjs day. 

About five o'clock in the aterpoon of the 27th, 
the Eſperance was on the point of running aboard 
of us; yet there was wind enough for keeping 


aa ſhip properly under command : this negligence 


of the officer of the watch might have occaſioned 
much damage to our ſhips, and forced us to 
abandon the project of vifiting the ſouth-weſt 
coaſt of New Holland, which we were ſhortly to 
explore. A ſpare boom was fortunately run out 
in time to keep us clear of her. | 
On the. 5th of December, the ſight of ſeveral 
ſpecies of gulls and other birds, which ſeldom go 
ſo far from the ſhore, indicated the proximity of 
land. The wind blew too ſtrong at weſt ſouth- 
X” e 
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| ene to ſtand directly in ſor it. The 
ſea being alſo very high, „and the horizon very 
much obſcured by elouds, determined us to ſteer 
to the ſouth-eaſt by ſouth, in hopes that next day 
circumſtances would be more in our favour. 

At noon we found ourſelves in the latitude of 
34® 12” ſouth, and longitude of 1 125 eaſt.  _ 

We ſpent the night lying to, and ſounded re- 


peatedly, with a line of a hundred and twelve 


ſathoms, without ſtriking ground. 


It was not quite half paſt two o'clock in the | 


morning of the 6th, when we ſtood on to the 
eaſt ſouth · caſt, and as ſoon as daylight appeared, 
the Eſperance made the ſignal for land i in the 
north. eaſt quarter, at the diſtance of three my- 
riameters; it was the weſtern extremity of the 


ſouth- weſt coaſt of New Holland, diſcovered by 
Leuwin in 1622. It made like a low land, ex - 


tending from north-weſt to ſouth - weſt. 35 
At ſix o'clock we ſhaped our courſe eaſt by 
ſouth, and when we were a myriameter from the 

coaſt we followed it in its direction to the ſouth- 


eaſt. A freſh breeze from the weſt north-weſt 


| drove us along at the rate of three eb e 
an hour. 

The interior of the country was interſefted by 
— covered with ſands, which exhibited the 
aſpect of the greateſt aridity. Theſe little moun- 


tains, ſcattered over a low land, ſeemed at a diſ- 
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tance to form ſo many iſlots: the interval which 
ſeparated them afforded a few ſhrubs, the foliage 
of which being of a blarkiſh tint, Indicated an 
unhealthy ſtat e. 

Some rocks which roſe endicularly from 
me middle of theſe ſandy plains diſcovered the 
formation of the downs; they doubflefs lay on 
other rocks of the ſame nature, the ſhape of 
Which had allowed the ſands, driven by the 
winds, to collect thert more eaſily. It muſt be 
very uneommon to find freſh water on ſuch 
grounds*where-that which iffaes from the clouds 
Js filtraſed, no doubt, to great depths before it 
meets with firata'that-arreſt its progress. 

In the morning our ſmith was found dead in 


his bed. The day before he had been preſent at an 


entertainment which the French gunners formerly 
celebrated with ſcrupulous exactneſs. They had 
for a long time ſaved up, for this repaſt, a great 
quantity of proviſions. The unfortunate ſmith, 
enfeebled; as we all were, by the abſtinence to 
which we were condemned finee” our departure 
from Amboyna, bad indulged his appetite too 
freely.” An apoplectic fit had carried bim off. 
This loſs would have been irreparable had not 
chance brought on board, at the Cape of Good 
Hope, e who reg 
him. 20 3 | 

dees, being in laude 14 45* 146 ſouth, 


and 
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and longitude 113 38“ 56 eaſt, the neareſt 
coaſt bore north-weſt,. diſtant one myriameter, 
and we at the fame time ſaw land from en 
ſouth to caſt 404 ſouth. + + Net 
+, Fhe mountains 8 to fm ates i 
lar chain, the higbeſt not appearing to be more 
than four. hundred meters perpendicular. We 
remarked on them large ſpots entirely defiitute 
of verdure; in other places were weak "ſhrubs 
thinly ſtrewn, in the midſt of which we ſaw 
very ſmall number of trees of a middling height. 
The mountains ſometimes exhibited themſelvrs 

in ſeveral oy ROW by 3 one > above ky 
other. Poll in O42 PIG 
a four Udet in the ned we dee 
ſome. breakers at a ſmall diſtance from the coaſt; 
and a little beyond them to 'the'caftward, re 
rocks a kilometer from the horte, aud which we 
paſſed very cloſe. The largeſt was remarkable 
ſor a ſeparation in its middle, whenee roſe per- 
pendicularly, about fifty meters above the level 
af i the ſea, an infulated piece preſenting the form 
of a very flat wave; I took it ſor ſand-fione,” and 
the rock which ſorvedꝭ as its baſe was of the ſame 
nature. We admired the fine effect of the ſea, 
which, impelled by violence, affumed, in riſing 
to:the very ſummit of this rock, a perfectly white 
colout, and again ſell in a ſheet to ſhew this fin- 
20 | - - gular 
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gular rock, which ſeemed then to omg from the 
boſom of the deep. 

At this time we ſaw the coaſt — pretty 
regularly towards the eaſt ſouth-eaſt; and its 
little ſinuoſities were terminated by capes, the 


moſt prominent of which n n two 


kilometers into the ſea. 

Being driven along by a Wees wind, we 
were not free from apprehenſion, as we were ſo 
near a coaſt which did not afford us the ſmalleſt 
ſhelter; but we hauled. off from it during the 
night, by ſteering ſouth ſouth-caft. A very heavy 
ſea from the weſt north-weſt made our ſhip labour 


| prodigiouſly. From the time that we had been 


failing in ſmooth water, we had loſt the habit of 
bearing fo much motion ; the impetuoſity of the 


wind was felt in ſqualls, and allowed us to keep 
under only a very ſnug fail. 


At half paſt fix o'clock in the morning of the 
7th we ſteered to the north-eaſt, in order to draw 
in with the land, which we ſoon ſaw again in 
that direction, being carried along by a very ſtiff 


breeze at weſt. We had fallen a little to leeward. 


The coaſt then trended almoſt directly to the 
eaſtward. The interior of the country preſented 
the fame aſpect as on the preceding day. We 
there remarked vaſt ſpaces of a yellowiſh colour, 
which we took for ſo many areas of a hard tone, 
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on which we could not ang the magna | 
trace of vegetation. 

At noon we were in latitude 355 lah 
and longitude 115 12 eaſt. Preſently the moun- 
tains became lower, and we had'a view of a 
yaſt plain/of ſand, where we ſaw ſcattered here 
and there at great diſtances ſeveral hills, ſoine of 
which formed on the _ * e 
r into the ſea. | 

About four o'clock'in the erben we paſſed 
a 4 dafter of rocks ſituated near the coaſt, and 
thinly oovered with ſhrubs, the dull green of 
which atteſted the aridity of the ſoil. At fix 
o'clock we were.oppofite to a bight, the deptli of 
which we could not diſcover; a ſhip would have 
been perfectly ſheltered there from the tempeſ⸗ 
tuous winds that blew ſince we had been ranging 
along this coaſt. A cape which ran out from 
the north-eaſt to the ſouth-eaſt, near a myria- 
meter towards the open ſea, with ſome iſlots and 
ſeveral rocks placed at the entrance of this bay, 
afforded a good ſhelter againſt the winds from 
the offing; but the ſea running high, we were 
prevented —— 3 a boat to ſound _ 

— 

We r night wing to. 

1 + "Being a demi-myriameter ſrom the coaſt, we 
founded in forty-one fathoms. and a half, over a 
bottom of broken ſhells and magrepore, mixed 
Kia 657 | with 


\ 
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with a pretty trinſparent ſand reſembling quartz: 


this indication made me preſume; that we ſhould 
have found ag gdod! a bottom in the oy 0 
we had uſt paſſrd. vi k I pee 2 
_ - During the whole night, an anclomded * 
allowed us toſce che land, to which we kept pretty 
vloſe, alwdys' finding the fame fort of bottom. 
The weſterly wind not blowing yery ſtrong, at 
half paſt four o'clock in the morning of the 8th 
we made ſails in order to range along the coaſt, 
which trended tothe north-eaſt; © preſently it 
turned towards the cat and the-ſonth-eaft. ' 
At eight o clock we: paſſed appoſite to a bay, 
- which: appeared to us to be about three myria- 
meteſs in depth, ita entrance being of at leaſt 
equal extent: it is open to winds from the ſouth 
eaſt, and a ſhip is ſheſtered tiere againſt weſterly 
winds: Farther on we faw-in the . . 
mall rocks not far from the cot. 
r At noon we were in latitude 345 4s oth; 120 
we obſerved inland to the northward, a moun- 
lain loſtier than any of thoſe which we had ſeen 
on the preceding days: inſulated in the midſt of 
xaft plains of ſand, it produced a very pictureſque 
effect, and appeared about five myriameters diſ- 
tant from the coaſt. Its ruggediſumimit exhibited 
great many! points very prominent, and ſot the 
moſt part perpendicular. Theſe were diſtin- 
3 —— the whole extent of the 
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mountain, which appeared to e myria- 


meter and a half from caft to weſt. This con- 


figuration/ leaves no doubt that the K -of 
which it is formed are extremely harx. 
As yet we had not perceived — in- 
habitants-figce we, had coaſted theſe barren 
ſhores. , It was to he preſumed that ſome ſpring 
of clear water muſt attract them towards the foot 
of this mountain. «Preſently the ſmoke of. two 
large fires; Which they lighted there, anade known 
to us their praſen ce. 3 f 
At half paſt ſour nel igatge; we had doybled 
a cape, terminated by ſome rocks at no great 
diſtance from the coaſt, we found ourſelves op- 
poſite to a bay as wide, but not ſo deep as that 
which v load . ſeen in tl morning: it was ſkirted 
by landʒ in general very low; we remarked, how- 
ever, towards its eaſtern fidg, a few; hills de- 
tached from each other. It affords a good ſhel- 
ter againſt winds from the weſt and ſouth- weſt, 
but it is entirely open to thoſe from the ſouth-eaſt. 


Some; red-ſhafted tropio- birds, and a few al- | 


batroſſes of a darker hue than the common ones 
of the Cape of Good Hope, were flying round us. 
We lay to during the night, and, in ſounding 
eyery hour, we had conſtantly thirty-thee ſa- 
thoms water, with a bottom of gray fand. | 
At half paſt tour o'clock in the morning of the 
gth we-ftood on north-eaſt by north, in order 


to 
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to draw in with the coaſt, and we ſaw it almoſt 
immediately, extending ſrom north 20 caſt to weſt 
25 north. A clear horizon allowed us allo to 
diſtinguiſh ſome other low larids' which trended 
t the north- caſ. 
Preſently we paſfed between the main land 
and ſome reefs that were two myriameters diſ- 
tant from it. At eight o'clock we ran paſt 
others, two myriameters and a half in the offing; 
and before long we diſcovered that an iſlot, which 
we ſaw to the eaſtward, was connected to the 
main by a chain of reeſs, which, ſtretehing out 
into the offing, ſorced us to haul off to the ſouth- 
wird," till we had weathered them. = 
© Fhree fires lighted ſucceſfively on the point of 
land whence the reeſs ſpit off, apprized us that 
there were ſome ſavages at this ſpot. The pro- 
ductions of the ſea are, no doubt, the principal 
EVEN . 
Git. 10 ; &Y 05 
At noon, lee in ee mY 10 couth, and 
longitude 118 22% eaſt, we ſet the ſmall iſland 
which I have juſt mentioned, bearing north 1 0 
caſt; at che diſlanoe of two kilometers. 10 
From otlier fires lighted along the coaſt, like 
the former, roſe thick columns of ſmoke, the in- 
habitants —— gene to announce to us 
their preſenẽe. . 9 : 
At half paſt Four — inthe ofing 
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an iſlot four myriameters diſtant. 9 the coaſtʒ 
it was connected to a ledge of reefs, which ex- 
tended upwards of a kilometer to the eaſtward. 
Our depth of water was then ten fathoms and a 
half, and ſome little time after a line of * 
one fathoms did not reach the bottom. aas 
A calm prevailed for a ſeẽ moments 8 
the cloſe of the day; but preſently a light air 
from the ſouth- eaſt enabled us to haul to the 
ſouth-weſt, which courſe we kept ſor the night. 
On beaving the lead every hour, our ſound- 
ings. were from twenty-five; to tbirty- three fas: 
thoms water, with a bottom rand nbi 
Fo At daylight on the, 12th we made ſail, ſteer - 
— Aa bee from the. weſt north · 


wet. en e tet bende Ne 
|Brom-fix o'clockiin the morning the mercury 
in the barometer had experienced z fall of more 
in the equilibrium of the atmoſphere merited the 
before the winck into the middle of ſome iſlots 
lying about a myriameter from the coaſt, al- 
though we were very uncertain of finding a pa- 
ſage between thoſe which we perceived a great way 
ahead. By ten o'clock we had run pretty far in 
among them, when we ſaw that they were linked 
vol.. 1. EE together 
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together by reefs. The weather had a threatening 
appearance; the horizon. had juſt become over- 
caſt in the weſt ſouth-weſt, and preſently the 
wind blew from that quarter with the greateſt 
impetuoſity. We for a long time ſought, be- 
tween theſe. ſhouls, ſome break that might allow as 
to gain the open feay but without fucceſs; as we 
had no other dutlet than the paſſage by which we 
had run in, we tacked, ĩn order to ſtand towards 
it. The diolehee of the wind having forced us 
te take in thoigrrater part ol gur fails, tho:ſhip = 
made fo. much lee way, that we fell very faſt to 
lewurd of this opening Ou running rigging: 
breaking ford und aſt, our evolutions were con- 
ſequently performed but very ſlowly: in vain we 
lagiupzeverab times for the opening; we were al. 
ways obliged to run in again to the middle of the 
ſhoals-.and/thus/:continde plying to wind wurd, 
in a ſpacti len with rocks, conceated under 
water at different depths, on which we every 
moment full expected toi ſee: the ſhip firike : it 
required anvery'expeticnced eye to diftinguiſh/ 
them in ſo;extremely rough a ſea. Citizen Raoul, 
a very intelligent young ſeama n, in whom the 
Admiral placed much confidence, had gone 
up to thabmain topmaſt head; and thence he 
directed the courſe of the hip. We ſeveral times 
ſaw durſtibves driven quite cloſe to ſhbals hid- 
den by the waves, and be carried us _ of 
44 , em 


2 6804 


6» tA FEROVSE.. 419 
wem all, although it was very difficult to pers 
tei ye hem, even at a ſhort diſtance... ort 
„The Eſperance, which did not hold 40 good a 
witid as the Recherche, was now quite cloſe to thb 
coaſt, having no other reſource left than to run 
aſhore, if ſhe did not find a ſhelter where ſhłk 
might caſt anchor. About one o'clock in the 
oſternoon we perceived her at a great diſt ante 
in a place where it did not appear to us tliat 
there could poſſibly be any anchorage: ſhe had » 
juſt clued up all her fails ; we were very uneaſy 
reſpeQing her ſituation, thinking that ſhe had 
firuck} but the poſition of her maſis very Won 
tliſpelled our fears, by letting us know that the 
was come to an anchor: her diſtance, and the vio- 
lence of the wind, prevented us from diſtinguiſhs 
ing the ſignals which ſhe was making to us. 

We did not hefitate to go and ſeek the ume 
ſbolter. The Admiral immediately gave orders 
for bearing up north by eaſt under the fore. ſail; 
and we preſently ran to within a little diſtande ot 
the! Eſperance, and found her, in a flight degree, 

protected from the ſea by an iſlot. Signals were 
made from that ſhip to warn us to keep quite 
eloſe along the land, in order to be better ſhel- 
tered than ſhe was. In coafting'the little iſland, 
we bebeld the frightſul fi ight*of a boiſterops * 
which, having cleared the ſouth point, opened 
in its (all a gulf that expoſed to view part of the 
E R 2 baſe 
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baſe of this rock. The fear of, approaching too 
near the land made us caſt anchor, about five 
clock, to windward of the Eſperance, but not 
fafficiently within the anchorage to avoid falling 
on board of her, if our ſhip dragged her anchors. 
The danger was the greater, as our firſt anchor 
came home: axes were now ready for cutting 
away the maſts, in order to give leſs hold to the 
wind; but a fecond anchor brought us up *. 
We had anchored in nineteen fathoms water, 
over a bottom of * — 
| with broken ſhellss. 

*Bcing victently"tofſed-abbut 5 ths au 
| e etpoſed to almoſt the whole impetuoſity of 
the wind, and we were afraid of ſeeing our cables 
part, for we ſhould in that caſe have fallen on 
— — — we try 
dreadful manner... 

Towards A — 
foot,- in order to be more certain'of eee 


ing ſuch violent efforts. | 
The mercury in the e which! had 
fallen to-27 inches 84 lines, perceptibly roſes 
-+} 8 A * a4 Ai =" . 7 


9 P D'Entre- 
- caſteaux as a navigator, he and his officers cannot be compli- 
mented on their judgment as ſeamen, enn 
Nee % 
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ſoon as day appeared on the 11th, and announced 
to us that the ſtorm was at an end. 
The ſea baving fallen conſiderably, Captain 
Huon ſent his boat on board of the Recherche 
to inſorm us, that, the day before, the Eſperance 
had been carried ſo rapidly towards the land, 
that ſhe was on the point of running aſhore, 
when Citizen Legrand, an officer of diſtinguiſhed 
merit, had in the height of the gale gone to the 
maſt-head, and had come down again almoſt 
immediately, calling out with rapture, that the 
ſhip was clear of the danger. He deſeribed the 
fituation- of the anchorage which he had dif- 
covered, and affirmed that a veſſel might ride 
there in ſafety. The ſalvation of the two ſhips 
depended on this diſcovery ; for, had the Re- 
cherche been obliged to ply during the night in 
the mid of theſe dangerous ſhoals, after having 
ſtruggled as long as. ſhe had been able againſt 
thewiolence-of the gale, in hopes that a ſhift of 
wind would allow her to gain the open ſea, ſhe 
would infallibly have been loſt. 
This bay, which bears the name of Citizen 
round will recall to mind the ſignal ſervice 
rendered to our expedition by this ſkilful ſea- 
man: his advice had been to anchor nearer the 
land, and it was unlucky that it had not been 
followed; for the chain which the Eſperance had 
Rn had ſnapped 
EB 3 during 
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Soring the night, owing to the heavy fea; und 
the ſhip then riding only by a fingle anchor; 
Rad preſently driven towards the coaft, when for- 
Tonately another anchor brought her up. This 
Mip alſo loft two iron tillers; ſhe had no ſpare 
nes; theſe tillers were bröken by the violent 
ſtrokes Which the ſea gave the rudder,” in the 
Lombineck totions of pitching and rolling: 
Piereris "paribus, pitching is much more felt = 
anchor than at fea, 
From the place where we * we cond 
twelve iflots, with ſome rocks and ' breakers, 
which afforded us ſhelter. In this vaſt bafin the 
fea might ſend us very heavy waves; but we were 
fortunately anchored on good holding ground. 

The iſtot to ſeeward of which we were riding, 
— fouth 25 Weſt to weſt ze nortli. 
0 In the mortiing a boat from each ſhip wil ent 

thither to found, as we bad an intention of get · 
ting neatet to it'; ebery where was found an ex- 
pellent bottom, and there were ſeven fathoms 
— a half water at a mall es from the 

. 14 * 11 


” Some perſons, in order to reach the thore/were 


obliged to Jump into the Water, for the boat 
would have been knocked to pieces, had me been 
rqught in cloſe enough lo the coaſt t ſor tt them 0 
a Weide ſeals; of the I ſpecies ich” ru 
3 Ploca 
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Shota pufilla, were baſking at their eaſe in the 
ſun, on the rocks and along the ſhore ; ſome 
ſuffered themſelves to be killed with ſticks. © It 
10 proper to remark, that the "drawing which 
Buffon has given of this amphibious animal hag 
doubtleſs been taken from a ſkin badly Ruffled; 
it is there repreſented with a neck much ſmaller 
than the bead, as is the property of moſt qua- 
drupeds; but the ſeal being prineipally deſtined 
for ſwimming, is aſſimilated t-fiſhes, and has the 
head of a ſmaller ſize than the neck, © 0097 
In the ſame drawing the ears are repre«: 
ſented very open, whereas they have nearly the 
form of a cone, «without any other aperture than 
a longitudinal ſlit on the external fide; it ſhould 
feera that nature wiſhed to prevent the water 
from introducing itſelf into the cars of this ani · 
mal when it dives; for it can completely that: 

ſmis ſlit when it is in the water, —— 
in a ſlight degree, when it is on land. oth 
Our boats alſo met with a, numerous dock of 
ſwans, ſeveral of which ſuffered themſelves to be 
caught with the hand; but the reſt being aps: 
pnzed of the danger ſoon took to flight. This new” 


ſpeoies, which is a little ſmaller than the wild 
ſwan, is of a cinereous grey, the tint of yvhich is 
fornewhat brighter under the belly; the bill is 
blackiſh, and has at its baſe a g ee 
ww EE 4 falphuy 
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ſulphur colour; the feet are MWightly tinged with 
red. 


* . wain top- Al having ſlit * little ah day 
before, when we tacked in ftruggling againſt the 
gale, we availed ourſelves of the fine weather, in 
the.courſe of the forenoon, to ſhift-it. - ok 
A light breeze from the ſouth-eaſt had ſuc- 
ceeded the ſtorm, As the momeat was favourable, 
we warped the ſhip, very early in the morning 
of the 12th, towards the ſhore, from which wg 
were then at the diſtance of __ about three 
hundred meters. 

I went aſhore on the Litle-ifland that ly d to 
we ſouth-weſt; it is hilly, and is not more * 
ſour kilometers long by two broad. 

The ſwell had not yet ſufficiently ſubſided to 
make it eaſy to land; it was neceſſary to ſeize the 
moment of the , riſe of the ſea to let our boat, 
which, was riding -by a grapnel, approach the 
ſhore, and at cach time one of us leaped out on 
the beach. As the gunnel of the boat, on which 
it was neceſſary to ſtand in order to jump on 
ſhore, preſented an inclined plane, and the coaſt 
was ſteep, we ran a riſk of falling into the wa -· 
ter, and of being rolled over by the waves, 
which followed very cloſe upon each other, and 


from which a good ſwimmer even would have 
found much difficulty in extricating himſelf. This 
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Was not the only danger we had to apprehendy 
we might alſo become the prey of a large ſhark 
that kept a few yards aſtern of us. We had 
ſeen him from + daybreak, prowling round our 
ſhips, and he had followed our boat as if he 
longed to have a ſnap at one of us. The chap- 
lain of the Recherche fell-into the water, and 
was on the point of being devoured by this anĩ- 
mal, when fortunately the coxſwain 1 
. | j 

Some ſailors, belonging * the — 
r walking on the rocks, killed, with their 
ſticks, a great many ſeals of different colours; 
there were ſome white, ſome of a more or leſs 
dark gray, and others brown, approaching 2 
black; however, they were all of the ſame ſpecies, 
defignated by Buffon under the name of peti 
Fhoque ; their fleſh was found very good to eat. 
The iſlot on which we now were is compoſed 
of a beautiful granite, where quartz, felſpar, and 
mica predominate ;- this laſt is found in amine 
of a blackiſh colour; I alſo remarked ſome ſpi- 
ele of black ſchorl, but in a very ſmall quan- 


tity ; this granite was expoſed to full view, in ſe- 
veral places. The mould, which had accumulated 
in the leſs ſteep ſpots, was covered with ſhrubs, 
ſo cloſe to each other that I could not penetrate 
through them without much difficulty. I here 
gathered a beautiful ſpecies of Jeptoſpermum, ro- 
markable 


426 VOTAGE IN SEARCH 


2 —— its . 
2 bright red. n . 
I alſo ſaw 22 — e en sg 
the family of the hela, which have only twa 
ſtamina, and of which Forſtewhas made a new 
genus, under the denomination” of bn. Here 
I likewiſe remarked ſome new-ſpecies of RENE 
"Octet Lic 24. 4 | 
Ihe weſt part of this lot exhibits, i ens of | 
the moſt elevated points, a ſurſace of: calcareous 
ſtone, the ſtrata of which follow- the gentle de- 
clivity of the mountain. Strata of the ſame 
ſlone no doubt formerly covered the other parts 
of the iſland, and the nucleus of granite ſerved as 
their baſe; but probably they have fallen in, and 
have uncovered the ſteap places; for to the 
north- eaſt, where the mountains fink with a rather 
gentle ſlope; there are ſtill to be found ſome 
calcareous ſtones at à ſmall diſtance from the 
ſhore. I was never able to diſcover here any 
ſhells, Lg _ — + mad 
far that purpoſe.: $129: 5-30 
From the 1 as this little ifland-' we dif+ 
tinguithed, - at a. difiance, part of the reefs and 
rocks on which gur ſhips had like to have been 
age. Their number ſtill frightened us, and W¼ 
wondered at 3 —— 


ee | d -a:howabay 
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Two gulls, a male and female, of the ſpecies 
called by Buffon huurgmęſtre (lurus fu/ous, Linn), 
tame and ſettled in theſe heights, at à ſhort diſ- 
tance from us. The ſemale having been ſhot, 
the male, terrified at the noiſe of the exploſion, 
at firſt took to flight, but preſently he returned 
to the ſame ſpot, being unwilling longer'to-abane 
don his mat Exch . | 
dy her fide. - 2 n an no. 

I had alfo fired 3 e e that 
was lying down at a pretty good diſtance from 
me; he felt himſelf wounded, and diftruſting 
his ſtrength, he durſt not throw himſelf into the 
water: I was ſo well concealed, that he could not 
perceive me. Preſently I faw-another very big 
one, which, attracted by the cries of the wound · 
ed ſeal; came and licked- all the places whence 
the blood was flowing; this animal ſubmitted 
to the operation as if it gave him ſome relief; 
but at the ſight of a boat which approached 
them, they bob plunged into the ſe . 
: Shortly after I diſtinguiſhed ſome ohe nd 
vaneing towards the fkirts of the beach; they ne- 
ver failed; before they ventured to come on 
more, to rufe near balf their body above the 
water, and they kept themſelves ſome time in this 
pititude, fineNing and looking about on all ſides, 
To/Hlifcover if there was no danger in OE 
w ren on the W. . wn 
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As I had the day before reaped an abundant 
ay of ſpecimens. of natural hiſtory, of dif- 
ferent kinds, I was obliged to ſpend part of the 
—— 1— 
them. 

2 e a pe 
was ſent to pitch the tents for the obſervatory. 
I wiſhed to avail myſelf of this opportunity to go 
on ſhore on the iſlot where I had already been. 
As the tide was only beginning to make, we 
could ſtill land on it, but in a little time it would 
have been impoſſible to regain the boat, and we 
mould have been obliged to paſs. the night on 


more. This conſideration prevented ſeveral of 


my companions from going thither. The ſpace 
that was to be cleared to reach the beach was 
about ſeven meters, and at every wave the ſea 
roſe on it upwards of two meters in perpendicular 
height. It was neceſſary to paſs in the interval 
between one wave and the next, at the riſk of 
being ſwept away into the ſea; this happened 
to tha ſurgeon's firſt mate of the Recherche. He 
hadjuſt defired us to take notice that he was go- 
ing to ſtep on ſhore, almoſt without wetting his 
feet ; but not croſſing ſufficiently. quick, he was 
waſhed away by a heavy ſea, which carried him 
along the coaſt: fortunately he could ſwim, and 
de came back towards the boat, but in a far dif- 
| 64 457 no ferent 
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ferent plight, from what he had reckoned, whea 
he wiſhed to ſhew off his agility. "wich 
I Thoſe who had gone on ſhore were obliged to 
paſs the night there; their whole ſtock of provi- 
ions conſiſted of a little biſcuit. Dying with 
. thirſt, they were compelled, in a very dark night, 
rocks, in order to procure ſome water; and, to 
complete their misfortunes, it turned ent to be 
brackiſh. gs R 5114 nos 
3 — 
B carcharias, frequently made their appear - 
ance in the baſin where we lay at anchor. On 
board of the Eſperance one was caught, which 
vas about four meters long, and much thicker 
— eee * length than ea 
— o Nat 10 H FRA 
— — dc 
lity of finding the means of renewing our ſtock 
of water at this anchorage, the ſecond in com- 
mand gave orders, that there ſhould be ſerved 
out no more than three fourths of a bottle a day 
to each perſon. The commander in chief and he 
bad as much as they pleaſed. I thought, however, 
that water was a common ſtock, the privation of 
which ſhould alike have extended to all. 
On the 14th, at daybreak, the geographical 
engineer, of the Recherche ſet off in the barge, in 
8 reconnoitre the iſlots of this little Archi- 
pelago, 


445 _ vorden Th SRAKER 
peligo, and to fte if there was no- paiſage to 
the eaſtward, between the ſhoals; he was alſo 
to lock out for a convenient watering place. I 
ardently wiſhed to be one on ſuch at expedition ⁊ 
but as geogtaphieal operations are little eonnect- 
ed with the teſearches of naturahſts, we were 
not apprized of the hout of departare; for which 
everything was arranged ſd %ptivately, that 1 
knew nothing of the matter, till the moment 
when the boat was rowing away from the ſhip;”* 
The impoſſibility of havin a boat to carry me 
to de main land determined me to go and ſpend 
mis day on the iſtot to The fouthaveſt; the coaſt = 
6Þiwhich 1 followed; firſt proceeding to the 
Bert weſt. It Was not long before I reached 
ene of the moſt lofty ſummits, Whete I found # 
little ſtream of freſh water, iſſuing from the lefty 
of bock of granite; we were overjoyed at this 
_ diſeoyery, for we'hadforſorne time been reduced 
tau very ſeunty allo wand. 
boHard by I perceived ſome cavities, filled with 
very clear water, which I had reaſon to think as 
froſh as that which was flowing from the rock, 
ſor it as upwards of two hundred meters per- 
pendicular above the level of the fea. I was 
miſtaken ;; it Was very ſalt; and farther on, other 


_ excavations, filled with the fame water, exhibited 
en their margins, «cryſtals of marine alt, in ta- 


* thin ä at ſome diſtanee re- 
82 ſembled 
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Gxpbled ire, . This fafk-having been;celated am 
board, by ſome of the perſons who accompanied 
me, ſeveral ot our ſhipmates, in order to explain 
the cauſe of this phenomenon, inſiſted that the 
ſea might very well riſe to this height in- bad 
Weather, although the coaſt was guarded by 
rocks which were pretty large, but in truth at no 
great diftance from the foot of the mountains. 
As this ſtream,” which was very dull, ſupplied 
us ſlouly with the water neceſſaty for quenching 
our thirſt, We were compelled to reſt ourſelves 

9p. —— 2 — and preſently ſome ſmall drops 
of falt waters by. which» ve. were wetted, ap- 
fried me that the air was raiſing as ſar as us the 
ſea · water; attenuated by the daſhing of the waves 
againſt the rocks. 4 Our clothes were ſpeedily: 
covered with; it, as it; they had been-expolſed: 
to a flight fog this waten had loſt none of [its 
ſaltneſs. baut Toto d e Lia. 
Some birds were waiting ſor us to a 
order to, come and [quench their thirſt. . I; here 
killed a charming fawn-colour turile, mak 
able ſor ſix or eight golden feathers, wliiobꝭ it Bas 
towards. the baſe of the wings. ; For this reaſon 
White: bas, led. it the peloat regen gant 


ris „vo ole 01: 

— | IE Hs of White's Jarnel of F goes Neg South 

Wales, which contains a great variety of drawin gs 2 TT 

tions of ſpeeitnens of the natural eke fr rome of 
Publiſhed by Debrett in 179. T. IQ 91 

4 72 "by 
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| he has given a good drawing of it. I had al- 
ready found the ſame ſpecies at Cape Diemen. 
We caught here a great many penguins, of the 
ſpecies called aptenodyta minor, which Captain 
Cook had alſo met with at New Zealand; theſe 
were likewiſe concealed in very deep holes in the 
rocks, from which it was often not a little diffi- 
cult to get them out. 

One of the moſt elevated ſpots which I this 
day viſited, for the firſt time, was formed of cal- 
earcous ſtone, diſpoſed in almoſt horizontal ſtrata, 
kke that which I had met with on the heights;. 
it was of a very fine grain, exhibiting here and 
there only a few little cavities. - But here too 1 
did not remark any ſhells; I preſume that it has 
been produced by a flow depoſit of calcareous 


%. 


matter, conveyed in a ſtate of ſolution.” 
- The chang: of foil procured we a fo plants 
which I had not before found. 
ai. here gathered a new and very remarkable 
S nnn 
ſcription. 
Ah talleſt Gems of this aue ner abies 
four meters high; they are ſmooth, and adorned 
principally towards the extremity of each branch 
with | elongated, oval, alternate leaves, ſlightly 
bowed, and about a decimeter long. 
The flowers, eee IF 
borne to the number of from about eight to ten, 
at 


. 9 
” - 
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ab the extremity of a common peduncle about 
three centimeters long, preſent all the characters 
of the excalyprus genus, Their numerous ſtamina 
have long filaments of à fan colour; the 12 
ſhoots out a little beyond the ſtamina, 
The calyx, which'is much elongated, is pufhed 
out by the ſtamina, in proportion as they exp 
| andit falls When "they have-attained"their fü 

„r: ehen aut mer 
The captule; which is en at the top, is thi 
locolar, and ſometimes quadrilocular; it 6 
browned by 2 fall portion of the baſe bf Me 
alen which is divided inte as mit prrts' b 
there ard cIEbIE 00 0 OO 2 
Bach cell contains a gen many un 
ne ww eth „tied „ l © date | 

Tue ſotm of the dalyx has indeed mie to fi „ 
t6-this chrud the name of auen pg burns. K 
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704 Eau of te fue Plate TI. 
Fig. 1. Branch ef the e N 
Fig. 2. Flower, With its Cayt Tengobedt, i 
order to ſhew the Ramina anck he ftyle-. aon 
. 3. Flower; With its calyx AGxtach V a 
a enveloping the türminss. <>} 18013 "0159! 
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Aſter having reſolved to paſs the night on 
ore, we looked for a convenient place, and 
we at length found a hollow in a rock, where 
ve were for ſome time perſectly ſheltered from 
the wind and the rain, which came on at the 
cloſe of the day. The cold was fufficiently 
tharp to induce us to kindle a fire; beſides, we 
Had nat much proviſion, and aſter I had ſelected 
from the birds I had ſhot thoſe I wiſhed to pre- 
ſexve for my collection, I gave my companions 
the others, Which they broiled on the coals. 
Mo) were expectiog to make a tolerably good 
pper, and to ſleep afterwards very quiet- 
Iy, when all on a ſudden the wind. ſhiſted and 
ingulſed in gur cave, which we were 
Ito leave very quickly, that we might not 
be ſtifled by the ſmoke. | This diſappointment 
. made us regret our not having returned on board, 
* "for the wind was ſo high as to extinguiſh our 
fire before our penguins were quite act but 
_ we found them vey good. 
, .ample ſtock of water, which we had 
| Fin from the top of the mountain, afforded 
BY, TOS. 1 this meal, the agreeable re- 
ion that here, at leaſt, we might drink as 
much as we choſe. 
As ſoon . 1,pro- 
ceeded towards the ſouth-weſt, Among a great 


my er plants, e ol the 
mountains, 
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Mountains, i ira marly ſoil, a leguminous plant, 
Diers muſt be claſſed among thoſe whoſe corolla 
is papilionaceous, and the filameuts of the ſta- 
mina ſeparated from each other. , 

It forms a new genus, which I call * 

The calyx is entire, and quadrifid on its mar- 
fins. The upper diviſion is broad, concave, 
and longer than the reſt ; the three inferior ones 
are ſtraight, of I and terminate in a 
point. 
T be ſuperior margin of the ſtandard is con- 
cave, and it almoſt entirely covers the vo and 
the keel. 

The ſtamina, ten in number, are all e 
From each other. 8 

"The germen is elliptic, and terminated by a 
recurved ſtyle. 2 

The legume, which is of an onal, form) is 
Kiled with a great number of black ſeeds, al- 
. ſpbericali 

This plant is perennial ; its leaves are Simple, 
i ſeſſile, coriaceous, long,  dentated, 
and have two ſmall prickles for their ſtipules. 
The ſhape of the leaves has made me defig- 
nate this NINO e 


. 
ee eee bun 
2 1. Plant of e 
| n . "508 
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Fig. 3. The petals expanded. | 
Fip. 4. Stamina, the corolla _ the a 
having been removed. / 
Fig. 5. Germen. | 
: Fig. 6. Legume. 


Very early in the morning the Eſperance had 
ſent a boat to the main land to make fome aſtro- 
aomical obſervations. Citizen Riche had alſo 
landed there. The rendezvous had been fixed 
for two o'clock in the afternoon at the place of 
Aebarkation; but his ſhipmates. waited for him 
in vain till ſeven o'clock in the evening. The 
beat was then obliged to return on board, 
becauſe ſhe had no proviſions in; and, beſides, 
ſhe was riding in à place which might have be- 
come very dangerous had the ſea got up ever ſo 
. Rittle. The commanding officer left on tbe 
ore à written paper, to apprize Riche, that, 
in caſe he came to this place, the boat ſhould 
return to fetch him the next Ones at 1 
light; if the weather perinitted. 

The geographical engineer, ent to 8 a 
ſurvey of this little Archipelago, reached his 
ſhip in the early part of the night; he bad de- 
termined the poſition of upwards of twenty iſlots 
ſcattẽred in a pace af abbut a-degree both in 
longitude and iu latitude. He landed on feveral 
points, without finding a convenicht. place. for 

INS 8 21 5 watering ; 
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watering ; the only ſtream of freſh water that 
he had met with would have ſcarcely ſufficed 
for the daily conſumption of our ſhips. He had 
diſcovered, behind the pejnt of the main land 
that lay to the eaſt north-caſt, a good anchor- 


age, with not ſo grants. depths de there 


was in that which we occupied. 


At this Archipelago terminates the diſcovery 


of Nuyts. We were aſtoniſhed at the preciſion 
with which its latitude had been ſettled by 
that navigator, at a period when aſtronomical 
inſtruments were yet very imperfect. I muſt 


make the ſame remark reſpecting every part of 


this country which was diſcovered by Leuwin. 
For ſome days the winds blew from the-north- 
ward of caſt in the morning, and from the ſouth 
in the afternoon, The ſands being ſtrongly heated 
by the rays of the ſan, occaſion this diurnal 
variation. Theſe ſorts of winds kept the atmo- 
ſpheric air in equilibrio ; and indeed the mer- 
cury in the barometer CO" ſtood 8 28 
inches 3 or 4 lines. 


On the 16th, the weather was very favours. 


able, and a boat was ſent in ſearch of Citizen 
Riche. That naturaliſt, enraptured with the rich- 
neſs and novelty of the productions of this 
country, which, till now, had not been viſited 


by any obſerver, had, no doubt, forgotten himſelf 


in the contemplation of their beauty, and very 


FF 3 ſoon 


* 
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ſoon loft his way; he had not yet come back 
to the place of debarkation. | 
On proceeding i in the direction which V had 
been obſerved to take the day before, our peo—- 
ple had a near view of ſome natives, with whom, 
however, it was not poſſible to have any inter- 
© courſe; for they always fled as our People ad- 
vanced towards them. 
| »* Riche's ſituation was the more alarming, as | 
he had been abſent near a day and a half, and 
we knew that he had bewildered himſelf with- 
out proviſions i in an extremely barren country. 
Ide boat, which returned about two o'clock 
in the afternoon, brought the melancholy tidings 
that they had not been able to find him. Cap- 
tain Huon immediately came to communicate 
the circumſtance to the Admiral, who conſulted 
with him reſpecting the meaſures that it would 
| be proper to take on this diſaſtrous occaſion. 
The Admiral having ſent for the naturaliſt 
Deſchamps and myſelf, Captain Huon informed 
us of all the ſteps which he had hitherto taken 
for finding our unfortunate colleague : he re- 
minded us of the dangers to which he might 
have expoſed himſelf in advancing alone into 
the interior of the country, where perhaps he 
| had fallen under the blows of the ſavages; in 
' other reſpects, he could not, he ſaic; but fore- 
bode the moſt fatal al conſequences, for he thought 


i 
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it without the limits of poſſibility that he could 
have loſt his way ſo long. 
The nature of theſe burning ſands, e 
totally deſtitute of water, rendered ſtill more 
frightful all the conjectures that we could make 
relative to his ſituation. | 
As our ſtock of water was already partly ex- 
pended, and as we had not found the means of 
renewing it at this anchorage, Captain Huon; 
_ aſter having told us that it would be very difad- 
vantageous to prolong our ſtay here, added, that 


it was evident that all farther reſearches could be 


only detrimental to the expedition, without: af - 
fording the ſmalleſt hope of again er ad 
unfortunate affociate, 
' Deſchamps, on whoſe mind theſe arguments 
bad all the influence that was deſired. made no 
beſitation to give his opinion the firſt in favour 
of our departure, by fiding with the Captain, 
and declaring that it could not be denied, that 
we had now nothing to do but to mourn” the 
lofs of our friend. 
| Theſe probabilities had not the ſame effect on 
me; but I had ſeamen to perſuade, and I em- 
ployed the method which 1 judged the moſt 
proper to convince them, by quoting, in-ſupport 
of my opinion, an example taken from the 
voyages of the moſt celebrated of navigators. I 
OEM them that Captain Cook me 
PP 4 >» +» faillars 
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failors ho loſt their way, in December 157, 
on Chriſtmas Iſland, the one for a whole day, 
and the other for eight and forty hours; that 
Cook had cauſed the latter to be looked for with 
the greateſt care by ſeveral detachments * ; that 
Chriſtmas Iſland is, however,” a very ſmall low 
_  Mland, and ſcarcely covered with ſhrubs, while 
New Holland, where Citizen Riche had loſt 
himſelf, was an immenſe country. I therefore 
requeſted that there might be employed, in ſearch 
of our unfortunate friend, at leaſt as much time 
ne in ſearch of one of 
his ſailors. 
+» This reaſoning produced all the effect that 1 | 
| wiſhed, 
A boat was immediately diſpatched from each 
ſhip ſor the main land, and I had the ſatisfac- 
tion of being one of thoſe who were to employ 
all their attention, and make every effort, * 
bring back our loſt companion. 

The, Admiral directed guns to be fired every 
half hour, in order that, if Riche were fil] living, 
he might with greater certainty direct his * 
towards the anchorage. 

The wind ſavoured us, and we preſently reachs 
ed the ſhore. 

After having advanced in different edc, 
we returned to the landing - place at night-fall. 

„ Sce Cook's Third Voyage, vol. ii. page mW 
. „ . 
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We had travelled over a ſail entirely covered 
with ſands, where we had found vaſt ſpots abſo- 
lutely deſtitute of -verdure, I ſaw with ſur- 
priſe, on theſe diſtant ſhores, the graſs known 
by the name of /pjzifex ſquarroſus, and I again ad- 
mired the facility with which the plants that 
grow by the ſca- ſide are > ſpread to prodigious diſ- 
tances. 

In theſe barren ſpots grew a beautiful plant, 1 
which has an affinity to the rides, and which 
is naturally claſſed next to the dile/ris and argo- 
laſia genera; it forms, however, a new and 
very diſtin genus, principally on account of its 
irregular corolla. | 

I deſignate it by the name of 3 

The flowers have no calyx, | 

The corolla preſents the form of a tube, di. 
vided on its margins into fix unequal parts, re- 
curved inwardly ; it is covered with reddiſh 
The flamina, fix in number, are attached un- 
. derneath the diviſions of the ns which is 
mo on the germen. 

The ſtyle is ſimple, as well as the Mains, 

The capſule is nearly ſpherical, and of the 
fame colour as the flower by which it is ſur- 
mounted; it is trilocular; the cells are filled 
with a great number of angulated feeds,” 


Tho 


. 
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The top of the ſtem is covered with reddiſh 
bales like the flower. 
I have called this ſpecies ler n. 


of the Figures, Plate XXIII. 
| Fig. 1. Plant. 
Fig. 2. Flower. 
Fig. 3. Flower cleft longitudinally and ex- 
| in order to ſhew the ſtamina, 
Fig. 4. Stamina magnified. 
Fig. 5. Capſule, 


Although in the day the heat was very intenſe 
in this country, we nevertacleſs felt the cold 
pretty ſeverely at night, 

On the 17th, as ſoon as the day began to 
dawn, we divided ourſelves into two parties; 
the one with which I was advanced towards the 
north, and the other went to the north-weſt. 

We directed our route by the compaſs, and 
we had proceeded at leaſt a myriameter acroſs 
the plaing of calcareous ſand; which was ſecn 
_ heaped up in different directions, when we 
reached a rather confined bottom, where the 
verdure of the plants farmed an agreeable con- 
traſt with the diſmal aſpe& of the places that we 
had juſt traverſed, and announced to us a very 
fertile vegetable earth. We here perceived a 


few cavities which afferded us a little freſh 
| "2 water, 
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water, but it was too ſar from the ſea-fide to be 
uſetul to our ſhips, _ 

In continuing our progreſs, I waits in the 
midſt of theſe ſands a few rocks of a calcargous 
nature, on which J gathered ſome fine plants 
that ſtill withſtood the aridity of the ſoil. Among 
the great number of 1 thoſe of the family of the 
2 which I obſerved, J ſhall mention two 

new ſpecies of bankſia. 1 call the one bank/in 
repens, and the other bankſia niveg: : 

The former has a creeping tem, covered with 
a thick reddiſh down, terminated by Ow 
united under the form of a cone. 

| The leaves are pinnatifid, and when they 

are young they are covered with the ſame ſort 
of down as the ſtem, ſa much ſo as to make this 
plant be taken for ſome ſpecies of acreftichun ; 
but when more rr in age they are * 
ſmooth. 

Baplanation of the Figures, Plate HI 
Ng. 1. Plant. ; 


Fig. 2. Flower. | 
Pig. 3. Corolla cleft ſaterally, ſeen through a 


Magnifier. 
Fig. 4. Stamina magnified. 


Fg. 5. Germen, with the ſtyle and the Sigma. 


The ſpecies of hankfie that I call nivea, is re- 
mafkable on account of its long leaves, which 
| 3 gr. are 
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| are white underneath, and vey _ denta- 
| ted. 


Eiphinotion of the Figure, Pla XX IV. 


Fig. 1. Plant. 

Fig. 2. Flower. | 

Fig. 3. Corolla expanded. 

Fig. 4. Part of one of the diviſions of the 
corolla ſeen through a magnifier. 

Fig. 5. Stamina magnified. 

Fg. 6. Germen ſurmounted by its ſtyle. + 


I here again found the eucalypius cormuta, and 
a great many other plants of the family of the 
be alam 

Aſter four hours pretty hard walking, we ar- 
rived on the banks of a large lake which com- 
-municates with the ſea. 
| The natives had recently ſet fire to ſeveral | 
places through which we had juſt paſſed. 

We ſaw no Kangaroos ; but their excrement, 
which we perceived every where in great abun- 
dance, let us know that theſe quadrupeds are yery 
numerous on this coaſt: we alſo remarked here 
other excrements that exceedingly reſembled 
thoſe of the cow, but we did not diſcover the 
animal to which they belonged ; on the ſand 
were ſeen the impreſſions of forked feet upwards 
of three fourths of a decimeter broad. There is 


no doubt that this country contains quadrupeds 
much 
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much bigger than the kangaroo: it affords little 
food for birds; and, indeed, of theſe I found in 
this excurſion only twe ſpecies, a muſcicapa, 
which I afterwards met with at the Moluccas 3 
and the beautiful ſpecies of red-ereſted cockatoo, 
pfitsacus Moluccenſis; which were ſeen · here in 
flocks of ſeveral hundreds. When I endeavour- 
ed to approach them, they” always ſet off at a 
great diſtance, and flew Fwiſtly 1 in fadden fprings, 


at the ſame time ſetting 7 un; _ Hwy 


difagreeable cries. 
The banks of the lake, which we —— for. 


ſode time in approaching the ſea, are ſome- 
what marſhy; it extends very far inland; ſince 
the party that went to the north-weſt alſo 
reached its banks; ſome of them came to meet 
us, to inform us that they had remarked quite 
cloſe to the lake, towards the part the fartheſt . 
from the ſea, impreſſtons of ſhoes, which left - 
no doubt that 'Riche had pafſed there; but the 
marks of naked feet, which appeared quite cloſe 
to his, gave reaſon to apprehend that he had 
been away by the favages into the interior 
9 & circuniftance which ſtill more 
increafed the probability of this conjecture was, 
that they ot ſound his pocket - handkerelief on 
the funds; and, a few yards farther on, one of 
his piſtols. At a ſmall diſtance was ſeen a little 
e of à deſerted fre, and round it were found 
ULWH ſome 
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ſome bits df paper on which they recogniſed 
Riche's hand writing. The ſand too, in this 
ſpot, exhibited the impreſſion of a perſon who 
had lain down. * 

We were all returning towards our boats, la- 
menting the fate of our unfortunate companion, 
when, being on the point of arriving at the landing- 
- Place; and having abſolutely loſt all hopes, we 
ſaw one of thoſe who had remained to take care 
of the boats running to meet us, in ordert to tell 
us tin Riche was flill living, and that he bad 
Juſt come down to the water-fide, exhauſted by 
' hunger.aud fatigue. Ile had been upwards of 
fifty-four hours on ſhore, and he had carried with 
bim no other proviſions than a few. pieces of biſ- 
cuit. The low ſtate to. which he was reduced 
did not permit his friends to ſuffer, him to in- 
dulge his appetite, and it was only by trying 
gradually the digeſtive powers of his ſtomach 
that we gave him ſome; food. His countenance, 
which was at firſt entirely diſtorted, brightened 

up by little and little. When he was recovered 
from the ſtate of ſtupor into which he had been 
thrown by ſo long a privation of food, he related 
to us, that at no-great diſtance from the fire 
which had been found ſtill alight, there was 4 
ſmall ſtream of freſh, water where he had 
quenched, his thirſt ;; that by dint of ſeeking 
among the plants, analagous to thoſe vow | 
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fruits may ſerve ſor the ſuſtenance of man, he 
found a ſhrub of the family of the loti, which far- 
niſhed him with ſome little fruits, but in too 
ſmall a quantity to ſatisfy his wants. On the firſt 
day that he bewildered himſelf he met with the 
ſpring near which his property had been found. 

He paſſed the night there, and ſpent the whole 

of the next day in looking for the place where 

our ſhips lay at anchor, without being able to 

diſcover it. During this laborious walk he found 

not a ſingle drop of water; but chance fortu= _ 

nately conducted him again to this ſame ſpring, 

where he alſo paſſed the ſecond night. | 
Having perceived ſome ſavages at a diſtance, 

he bad endeavoured to ſpeak to them, in or- 

der to learn what was their manner of living, and 

to aſk them for ſome food, for he was crudly 
tormented by hunger; but they had always taken 
to flight as he advanced towards them. In this 
climate men are not under the neceflity of cloth- 
ing themſelves; and theſe were all entirely naked. 
They frequently ſet fire to the dry herbage that 
was ſcattered on the ſands. | 
© Sbthe kangaroos, of the large ſpecies, and ſome 
cafſowaries,' were the only animals that Riche 
had diſcovered, Although in a ſtate of dejection, 
he had'till the laſt day carried about him a nu- 
mefous collection of very intereſting produc- 
tions; but his ſtrength diminiſhed in fo rapid a 

TOES". g „ 
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manner, in the conrfeof.the laſt four and twenty 
hours, that he had ſound a great deal of difficulty 
in crawling along the ſhore to look for our 
ſhips 3 he had then been obliged to abandon the 
whole, even the moſt valuable ſpecimens he had, 
Ass ſoon as he had recoyered from his faintneſs 
we carried him on board. It was to no purpoſe | 
that we made all the fignals agreed on, to an- 
nounce that we had had the good fortune to 
find him again; the people on board were ſo tho- 
roughly perſuaded beſorehand of the inutility of 
our reſearches, that they did not underftand us 
till the moment when our boat was quite cloſe to 
the ſhip, and they perceived Riche in the mid- 
dle of us. The horrible ſituation in which he 
would have been, had the opinion that had been 
formed reſpecting him prevailed, ought to inſpire 
the greateſt dread, and be an awful leſſon to 
thoſe captains and naturaliſts who undertake a 
diſtant voyage; for if we had quitted this anchot- 
age the day before, he-would have terminated 
his life by the moſt frighitful death, and in all 
the agonies of the moſt horrid deſpair. | 
Although it was thus demonſtrated by this fat 
that it was poſſible ſor a perſon to loſe himſelf 
for two days in this country, moſt of our officers 
would not however admit the fact; ſome of 
them choſe to think and to ſay, that Riche had 


had an intention of PR himſelf; as if it 
| | were 
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were to be preſumed that he had gone of his 
own accord, and expoſed — to _ the W 
rors of cruel hunger. 1 
During the whole time thative denen af 
this anchorage, we could not haut the feine ; but 
on board the ſhips we caught with hook and line 
a few fiſhes, among which were the Jabris cypri- 


nodes, ”_ ſeveral aan 527m of ere pan ; 


en 5 he A 
Our aint was in latitude 33 8 
fouth, and longitude 1197 327 eaſt.” | Pp 
Phe variation of the 35 con was found to be 
6e welt. Secu on: 
In the evening al the bad wed hoiſted: in; 
and we. waited till: next day to weigh anchor, if 
the wind ſhould permit. It varied from eaſt nortli- 
eaſt to caſt fouthieaft,: and by fix'o'clock-in the 
morning of the 18th we were under fail 11 


Me paſſed to the northward of the little iſland - 


which' had ſerved us as a ſhelter; EIS e- 
out into the open ſea. D $74. AF 
At noon, being in latitude 2 12 „ 64” fouth, 
ad longitude” 19? 417 caſt, the ſouthernmoſt 
rocks bore caſt 2 ſouth, diſtant about two thirds 
of a myriameler; and the land ME Argo to 
the north ward north iꝰ eaſt. 
For ſome days the eaſterly winds beenden 
and made us apprebend great difficulties in 
Fol. I, 80 gave 


= 
eee ena _— 
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gave no ſmall degree of probability to this con- 


| jefture. In ſad, at the Cape of Good Hope, 


which extends even a few degrees more to the 
wuthward than this part of New Holland, the 
eaſterly winds are eg the 7eigning winds at 
this ſeaſon of the year. alt of 

On the 23d en at no farther 
than the latitude of 34* 24* ſouth, and longitude 


of 120 227 eaſt; and we had not yet loſt fight 


of the little Archipelago where we had anchored. 
The wind had been pretty freſh at eaſt in the 
aſternoon, but in the beginning of the night it 


blew from the coaſt, and made us experieties 


intolerable heat. Preſently we were ſurruunded 
by an extraordinarily thick miſt ; the air was 
charged with very great humidity, which penetrated 
every where: I cannot form a better compariſon 
of it than with that which is brought by the ſouth 
winds in the Mediterranean, at a ſhort diftance 
from the coaſt of Africa, in the hotteft ſeaſon. 
The fands, heated by the rays of the ſun, had 
increaſed: the property poſſeſſed by the atmo- 
ſpheric air ol diſſolving water, and we found our- 
ſives as if in the middle of a ue -of a 


mild temperature. Fi. Dan ; hee (a8 1 


The darkneſs of the night made us loſe ſight 
of the Eſperanoe about eleven o'clock at night, 
and the did not, till three hours after, anſwer 


our — nn we heard from 


355% : .- great 
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great diſtance: The wind was faint i wei worked 
to windward, and as ſoon as, the:day broke on 
the 24th, we diſcovered that ſhip/ not ſur ſruom 
us; the wind ſhortly began to blow aſtrong from 
the ſouth · weſt, and for ſome time carried wil 
through the water, on an eaſterly courſes v1! 7 

At noon we were in latitude 3 14 ſouth, 
and longitude 12 10 2' eaſt; and two hours aſter, 
we diſcovered behind ſome iſlots, 'a large bight, 
which — to us to afford an excellent 
ſhelter. * Ori N bien och er | 

We were  zpprized of the preſetice of ſome na- 
— by fires, the ſmoke of which we ſaty rifing 
pretty ſar from the ſhore, from ſeveral: points 
very diſtant from each other.. 5 ol tur 
Ihe barometer having fallen flill lower than 
when the gale forced us to amor im Legrand 
Bay, we ſtood out to the offing; im der that d 
might not be hemmed in on this dangerous 
coaſt; we then brought to, andgremaibed/the 
whole night with our head to the ſouti fouth-eaft 
and.ſouth. 2 „% eonon dg. 
The ſea was very high: the wind blew 
with violence from the ſouth - weſt to the woſt 
fouth-»weſt ; after having gradually increaded; dt 
raged with thergreateſt: impetueſity during al- 
moſt ihe whole night, and raiſed. the! waves ton 
prodigious height; we had not yet bon ſo vo- 
* toſſed about by a florm. a 

| GG 2 "The 
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be ſouth-weſt winds: in theſe ſeas are almoti 
always boiſlorous, and add conſiderably to the 
dangers to which a navigator is expoſed in 
ranging — ſrom the weſtward to the caſi- 
ward; this low coaſt, often guarded by ſhoals, 
which it ĩs to be feared he * 
ume to be able to avoid them... We 
At daybteak on the 25th-we ſtood in for the 
land. The wind had become fixed at weſt fouth- 
Towards the middle of the day we were in 
Jatitude;33* 4a ſouth, and longitude 1222 4 call, 
hen fromthe; maſt-head we diſcerned beyond 
 deveral iſlots part of the coaſi, which fill appeared 
very low, cx tending. from-, weſt to north-weſt; 
ereſcntly.welſawat ſorm a dike, raiſed in a tole- 
aubly uniform manper, which took a direction to 
the caſtward, and behind which we did gp 
ei ve any land, ao mand 
* exzQnghoopptocch of night we hauled off from 
A, and afterwards! hove td. The next day, the 
26th, we continued to follow the coaſt, and about 
thice oiclock in the: afternoon we were diſtant 
from it only two kilometers: it had conſtantly 
Preſented to us the ſame appearance for an ex- 
ent of upwards of three myriameters. We per- 
ſectly diſſ inguiſhod on it the thin, horizontal 
— which — rw the ſame _ 
erat 4. Ys 4.3 DIC $1708 
of 200 
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4s" the calcareous ſtone _ - had met withat 
Legrand's Bay. et. 1 1102) 6 ig 414 

I am inclined to think that this break in the 
mountains, ſor ſo great an extent, is the work of 
the waters; for they | have | undermined theſe 
lands at their baſe, and the upper part muſt have 
. funk by falling into the ſea, and forming the 
rampart which renders this eoaſt inacceſſible; 


We remarked a few ſmall ſpots where the earth ; 


had fallen down, but by which it would never- 
theleſs have been very difficult to aſeend: we 
had drawn fo cloſe in with it, that it was necei⸗ 
fary to gain an offing; the depth of water was 
then twenty 2 over a n 4 _ 


Wann 77 . „6 


Very early in the morning of the nth we 0 
the coaſt extending to the yorth-eaft; and with 


the wind at ſouth-weſt, we had no difficulty in 


following its windings. We Rill perceived the 
ſame ſteep rampart, which, riſing with' tolerable 
uniformity to the height of about ninety meters; 
exhibited from its upper part to the level of the 
ſea, the parallel ſtrata of which it is compoſed. 
Towards the middle of the day the coaſt 
changed its aſpect, trending a little to the ſouth- 
caſt ; it then appeared interſected by ſmall hills, 
covered with fand, which, ſinking with a gentle 


declivity, terminated in a very low beach. The 


ſea now aſſumed a greeniſh tint, even in the 
9 0 3 offing, 


% 6 
| 
F : 
. + 
—_ 7 
* ' 
* 
* 
9 
: 
- * « 
* 


4% voraer in SEARCH 


offiug, and: inditated to us a change of bottom; 
but a line of 3 weer could not reach 
the ground. 6 
The een end 80 began to blow 
very ſtrong. Our experience had taught us to 
fear on this coaſt the ſouth-weſt winds, which 
were become almoſt always boifterous: for this 
ee e pf ag en. en 
7 offing. HI 91943 
- The e water wes * ſelt on Nerd 
our two ſhips, and if we could not find an im- 
mediate opportunity of ſupplying ourſelves with 
that article, we muſt in a little time be under the 
| neceffity of leaving the coaſt: but had we begun 
at its eaſterumoſt part, in order to range along it 
from eaſt to weſt, we ſhould have had the advan- 
tage of taking in a good ſtock of water at Cape 
Diemen: inſtead of which, our water was already 
half expended when we began the ſurvey of this 
land: by its-weſternmoſt point. This conſidera - 
tion and many others ought to induce the nayi- 
gator to follow-it from eaſt to weſt ; beſides, the 
impetuoſity of the ſouth- weſt winds expoſes veſ- 
ſels to the greateſt dangers, while the eaſterly 
winds, which are the moſt conſtant, never blow 
with violence. 
On the aach we were only two kilometers 
from the coaſt, and the lead gave us ſometimes 


a be of coarſe and, and, at others, of rock; 
the 
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che depth of water wee fourtoen 
fathoms. TH 27 
At noon, when our latitude was 36 rg? ſouth, | 
* er longitude 124* 52 eaſt, the neareſſ coaſt 
was two thirds of a kilometer to the north north- 
weſt of us; its extremes bore from north 69? 
weſt to caſt 20 north: ſhortly it preſented itſelf 
under the form of a rampart, like that which 
we had before 'coaſted; but it differed. from 
the former, by its upper part riſing with a gen- 
tle acclivity into the interior of the country. 1 
there remarked 'a few ſhrubs, which ſeemed to 
be in a more thriving ſtate than thoſe we =o 
Anne perceived along this coaſt. 
The ex was covered vin » fee of f. 
wow called fucus natans, 4 wit] 
- Being baffled by the eaſterly winds, id be 
Kill on the 31ſt, towards the middle of the day, 
only in latitude 32 8” ſouth, and longitude 
126* 42/ caſt, when we ſaw riſing a fog,' which 
repreſented to us on every ſide a table land. The 
illuſion was ſo ftriking, that the perſons who 
came up from below, thought we had juſt entered 
a vaſt baſin. We were, however, two myria- 
meters from the coaſt, 7 this ſog nook not = 
| mit us to diftiqguih, ... 
In the evening, the 14 darkened! Fey tho 
land, and lightning flaſhed from the thickeſt 
clouds; then the ſog which eacompaſſed the 
G G' 4 horizon 


4 


456 VOYAGE IN| SEARCH 


borizon diſperſed ;| the wind ſhifted to the yolk 
ward, and blew very freſh. 

In the afternoon of the 3d of * 1793, 
Captain Huon communicated to Admiral D'En- 
trecafteaux the damage which the Eſperance's 

rudder had ſuſtained: He informed him, that 
his ſhip's company had long been reduced to a 
pint and a half of water a day each man, that 
he had been obliged to put a ſtop to the diſtribu- 
tion of antiſcorbutic drinks, &c. and that thirty 
caſks of water then formed the whole iock re- 
1 — on board of the Eſperance. 

The next morning, the Ath, about half paſt 
ahi o'clock, the Admiral -ſept bim a letter, to 
acquaint him with the reſolution. that he had 
taken reſpecting the ſituation. of the Nu Hie 

At noon we were in latitude 31“ 52 ſouth, 
and longitude 129 107 eaſt, and we faw the 
land from eaſt to north by weſt, being a my ria 
meter from the neareſt ſhore... 
As ſoon as the boat was hoiſted i in, we 1 

aal cloſe hapled on the larboard tack, with the 
wind at eaſt ſouth eaſt, and. ſtood. on towards 
Cape Diemen, thus taking our leave of an ex- 
tremely barren coaſt, upwards of a hundred and 
fixty myriametcrs of which ve had juſt ranged 
along, generally in a direftign, from welt by 
ſouth to caſt by north. Fiſteen months before 


hey Vancouver, alike thwartcdgly eaſterly winds, 
| bad 
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had been forced to abandon it, after he had been 
able to examine it only for the extent of about 
- ſeventy myriameters , 
Butore we touched on this coaſt, ——— 
foreſee that we ſhould here ſo frequently meet 
with tempcſtaous winds, eſpecially at this ſeaſon, 
which ſhould be that of the ſummer in theſe ſeas, 
the ſag having been now for upwards. of two 
months. in the ſouthern hemiſphere. May not 
this impetaoſity of the winds. be occaſioned by 
the prodigious: difference that exiſts between the 
trifling degree of the heat of the atmoſphere at 
ſea, and the ardent rays. of the ſun, which were 
Spcentrates by the burning dann of the main 
land 9 > 2 J 
The currents that were Ba Kru this 
* always ſollowed the direction of the winds. 
The Eſperance was in ſtill greater diſtreſs than 
we were; beſides, that ſhip had met with ſeveral 
accidents. at our laſt anchorage: it required an ex- 
cellent ſhelter to execute all the man, * e Y 
ſhe ſtood inineed, , 
At. ſour o'clock we loſt Gebt of the * * 
the maſt head, and, at the ſame moment, we 
pad thirty fathoms water, with a bottom of fine 
ſand,” mixed with broken ſhells and Htophiues. 
. cqntnued ia w two n. . at 


5 See "IGG yoo, yol. . page 42 4nd flowing 
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ech ca of the lead, we found" that the depth 
' of water increaſed from two ſathoms to two and 
a half: it had conſtantly augmented in an almoſt 
imperceptible manner, in proportion as we 're- 
ceded from the coaſt, Which, on the 5th, at five 
o'olock in the aſternoon, was at the diſtance of 
twenty myriameters; then we got ſoundings in 
Kixty-one/ fathoms and a half, over a bottom of 
pretty fine ſand mixed with gra vel, and from that 
time we could not ſtrike ground, although we 
ſounded repeatedly. This flow increaſe of the 
depth of the ſea near this coaſt, ſhewing that the 
lands under water fink by a gentle declivity, 
made me preſume that thoſe which advance into 
the interior of the iſland riſe by an acclivity ao 
very gentle, ſo that its high mountains are too 
far diſtant to be perceived ſrom the ſbore, - 
The day before. we had been carried twenty- 
Abree miles to the weſtward of bur reckoning, 
and, in the courſe of the 7th, twenty miles in 
the ſume direction. At noon we were in latitude 
35* 30 ſouth. The rapidity with which theſe cur- 
rents ſet to the weſtward; depends, perhaps, on 
ſome channel which feparates the lands of New 
Holland from theſe" of Cape Diemen, between 
Point Hicks and Furneaux's Iſlands. Captain 
Cook, when he explored the eaſt part of New 
Holland, ſaw no land in this ſpace, the extent 


of Which is -about twenty myriameters, and 
$: tad thought 
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thought that he was at the entrance of a great 
gulf. Perhaps in this part of the coaſt begins 


the opening of a channel, which, after having 


formed different ſinuoſities, runs to the weſt- 


— ſtrong currents *. 


We did not meet with eds winks til we 


reached the latitude of 40 ſouth; they carried 
us to Cape Diemen, varying from Gy TO to 
north-weſt. . 

About ten o'clock 415 paſſing: at — 


diſtance from us a great number of cetaceous 


fliſhes of a new ſpecies, which appeared to me to 
be of the delphinus genus. They may be eaſily 
diſtinguiſhed by a large black ſpot which they 
have on the back behind the dorſal fin; the upper 


part of the body is of a blackiſh brown, and the 


belly white. The largeſt were upwards of three 


meters in length: they were preceded by a ſhoal 
of hs 9 (Apes 8 „ and were, * 


* This Met Ae wi a66H juſtoeG 
of M. Labillardiere's diſcernment; for it has recently been 
aſcertained that the part of New Holland known by the name 
of Van Diemen's Land is, in fact, a detached iſland; an Engli 
veſſel having entered the eaſtern mouth of this newly-diſco- 
vered Strait between the 38th and 39th degrees of ſouth lati- 
e eee 


3 | Dramen * 


ward, and there forms another opening in the 
ſame latitude as that in which we ts reer 
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them; ſwimming in a body, executing with great 
1 nearly the ſame movements. 
1 We continued lying to during the night, in- 
3 tending the next day to make the land a degree 
3 to the northward of the latitude of Cape Die- 
| men. We were in hopes to diſcover there a 
| harbour, that might in future afford great ad- 
1 vantages to navigators who intended to explore 
| | the ſouth-weſt of New Holland, by _ ad- 
vantage of the eaſterly winds, Ch 
At four o'clock in the morning of the oth 
we-ſaw the land extending from north-caft by 
north to eaſt by ſouth, the neareſt coaſt bearing 
_ eaſt north-eaſt, eee ol three myria- 
| | meters. or no aer an 
i be wind was at wat welt; die Mood on for 
dome time eloſe hauled on the ſtarboard tack. 
= Tuo bouts after, When we were only a myria- 
* meter und a half from the ſhore, we had fifty 
ſathoms water over a 1 of yo _ ſand 
and broken ſhells. 
= We beheld a ſteep coaft, and at a kttle diſtance 
a chain of mountains of moderate elevation, 
| which followed” nearly the fame direction: this 
| land was 12 every where covered Nn large 
. trees. 
At noon we were in latitude 4 42 * 510 wk and 
| longitude 142* 49 eaſt; the lands to the north- 


eaſt ſhewed themſelves aun, through a thick miſt, 
with 


* 


or LA br Ross abun. 
with which the horizon was W 


on all ſides. int 


The variation of the wowed bad increaſed 
very rapidly ſince it had become eaſterly, for, on 
the 2oth, it was obſerved: to be 5 caſt. 
+. The coaſt preſented no bight that could make 
us preſume that we ſhould there meet with; a 
good anchorage. At noon we had already 
reached the latitude of 43? 22* ſouth, and lonꝑi- 
tude of 143* 287 caſt ; we were only a myriame- 
ter from the land, and ſrom notth half weſt to 
eaſt ſouth· eaſt it offered to our view ſome rather 
eee #624 41 5h 349 
At fix o'cloek-in 3 we doubled the 
South Cape, at the diſtance of two myriameters. ” 
It is remarkable that in all the diſſerent ſinuoſi- 
ties of the coaſt which we had-juſi followed,/ we 
had conſtantly; had the w ind right aſt. It ſcems to 
me that the high mountains, oppoſing a barxier to 
tue winds, force them to keep, along the coaſt. 
We diſcovered, above all the other mountains, 
that which we had ſeen covered with ſnow, the 
preceding year, at the period of our anchoring iu 
Port D'Entrecaſteaux ; but as we were no in 
the ſeaſon of the greateſt heats, we no longer per- 


 ceivedanyſnow but in the large excavations, where 


it was ſheltered from the rays of the ſun during a 
great port of the a a mountain is ae 
f 5 3 6 | Man 10 1 able 
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| able for x all peak in u. hap of cone, which 


terminates its ſummit. , 
On the approach of night 0 n 


cloſe to the Mewſtone, and ſhortly aſter we 


1 to, having a freſh breeze at weſt, 

Wi. ſounded ſeveral times, with a line of 
eighty-thres fathoms, without getting bottom. 

As we were hemmed it on the coaſt, by the 
wind ſhiſting to the ſouth A we Were 
forced to ply to windward. 9s 64-6 

At hag ans in latitude 43* * 
ſouth, our longitude being 14% 16% caſt, when 
we ſet the Mewſtone, bearing weſt 16 go ſouth, 


and the Eddyſtone ſouth ſbuth- caſt 15 caſt. The 


neareſt coaſt then bore north en,” diſtant 
three kilometers. 
Very early in the morning ot "oy we were 
at the entrance of Storm Bay. The wind was 
at ſouth ſouth-eaſt; and prevented us from enter- 
ing D Entrecaſtenux 's Strait, where we had an 
intention of going to anchor, in a cove which 
we had ſurveyed the year before, and which was 
extremely convenient for giving our ſhips all the 
repairs of which they ſtood in need; but we 
were obliged to enter a bay, which ſome rocks 
almoſt even with the water's edge, ſituated near 
its middle, determined us to call La Baie des 
Noches, Rocky Bay; this is the firſt cove that is 
met with on the larboard hand on entering Storm 
| Bay, 
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Bay, dl its direction is from and; to 
ſouth-· weſt. The Eſperance ne there at a 
very early hoar, a1 1/0 wo! 61.7 He 
Having run a third of Mane vp ins this wk 
we got bottom, at two fathoms and a halſ; it was 
not prudent. to proceed farther without ſounding 
the track that we were to follow, and this was 
the more eaſy as we had ſeveral boats in the wa- 
ter. | Cretin, who had been ſent to take the 
ſoundings of this cove the preceding year, told 
"the Admiral that we ſhould not find leſs than two 
ſathoms and a half; which precluded all ſarther 
examination. However, this affertion qugbt not 


to have been fully. credited, for; independently, of 


Cretin not having, when he bad ſounded, employ» 
ed ſuthcient time to anſwer within a quarter of a 
fathom for the depth of water, it was-doubtful 


whether he had not performed this-ſervice at lo 


water, which might occafion a difference of at 
leaſt three quarters of a fathom, and cauſe us to 
touch, Notwithſtanding theſe confiderations, 
the Admiral made no heſitation in ſteering to 
port, thus approaching ſtill nearer the low lands; 
| accordingly we ſoon ran aground, but fortunately 
it was on ſand. This happened at half paſt 
nine o'clock. The wind came down in heavy 
ſqualls from the top of the mountains, and drove 


ww. 


us with violence towards the coaſt, 3 
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The Eſperance immediately ſent us her faunch 
and ber barge, which; added to our own boats, 
endeavoured in vain to tow our ſhip's head round 


to ſtarboard. We then feh the neceffity of car- 
trying out a ſtream anchor to the weſt norih · weſt, 


in order to ſteady our ſhip by a good hawſer, 
that might prevent ber from being driven nearer 
the coaſt ; then, to lighten her, we ſtatted in the 
hold all the ſalt water with which moſt of our 
empty caſks had been filled, and, to free the ſhip 
of it, we at the ſame time ſet all the pumps to work. 
As ſoon as we were lightened of this weight, we 
hove at the capſfern on a bower anchor, which 


Had been dropped quite cloſe to'the former ; but 


it was not till about one o'clock that we were 


* able to get off this land bank, and aſter we had 
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